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L I F E 

OF 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 


PARTI. 

Containing an account of his life and 
a&ions , to the time of the KIN G’s 
death. 


C H A P. I. 

Some ac'count of him till the breaking out of the 
War between the King and Parliament. 

LIVER CROMWELL was born His birth 
at Huntingdon , April 25, 1 599. His * nd ***' 
father was Mr. Robert Cromwell, fe- cent ‘ 
cond fon of Sir Henry Cromwell, and 
brother of Sir Oliver, who at his 
houfe at Hincbinbrook, made the nobleft enter- 
tainment for king James I. at his acceflion to the 
Englijh crown, that had ever been offer’d by a 
private fubjeft. Sir Oliver had a very great cf- 
tate v but our Oliver's father being a younger 
brother, had not above 300 /. per annum. 

The name of this family w-s not originally. 
Cromwell , but Williams. Morgan Williams, fon 
B, and 
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The LIFE 

and heir of William, of a very ancient family bt 
Wales, married the filler of the famous 72w»<wlord 
Cromwell » who was made earl of EJfex by kins 
HemyVlU. By her he had a fon named Richard, 
Who when he grew up was knighted by king Henry, 
and took the name of his unde Cromwell , tho* he 
kept the arms of Williams. He married Frances, 
daughter and coheir of Sir Thomas Murfyn % and 
upon the diflblution of the monafteries, obtain'd 
all thofe lands in Huntingdonjhire, which belong’d 
to any of them in that county, which amounted 
to a prodigious value : And this was the firft fet- 
tling of tfria family in that county. ' Qf this Sit 
Richard Cromwell , we have the following account: 
On the i ft of May, 1 540, there was held a folemn 
‘ triumph at Wejlminfter before king HenryV 111. by 
Sir John Dudley, Sir Richard Cromwell, and four 
other challengers*, which was prodaim'd.in France, 
Speun, Scotland, and Flanders : On the fecond day 
at tournaments. Sir Richard Cromwell overthrew 
Mr. Palmer off his horfe ; and on the fifth day at 
Barryers, he likewile overthrew' Mr. Cu/pey, tohis 
and th$ challengers great honour. . He had a fon. 
Sir Henry Cromwell, (our protestor's grandfather) 
whb was knighted by queen Elizabeth in the .fixth 
year of her reign. This Sir Henry married Joan, 
daughter and heir of Sir Ralph Warren, and made 
his chief feat upon the ruins of a houfe of nuns at 
Hinebinbrook. He was a very worthy gentleman, 
. and was highly honour’d and belov’d both in 
court and country. He had fix fons ; Oliver , 
(already mention'd) Robert, Henry, Richard, Phi- 
lip, and Ralph. The fecond fon, Mr. Robert 
Cromwell , who was alfo' a gentleman of very 
good reputation in his , country, and was no lefs 
efteem’d than any of his anceftors for pcrfonal 
worth, married the daughter of Sir Richard Stew- 
ard, and by her had the famous Oliver, the fub* 
Jedt of the enfuing hiftory. 

Though 
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TfWVQM Mr. Robert CromweU bad but a fjna U Hfaeda- 
effete, yet he took great care of his fon’s education, 
lending him, when grown up, to the univerfity of lift. 
Cambridge* where he was a ftudent in Sidney col- . 
kgs* though ’twas obferv’d, that he was not lo 
much inclin'd to /peculation as to adion. Whilft 
he was there his lather died, upon which be re- 
turn'd home, and led an extravagant kind of life, 
addiding juoafelf to fuch fellies as young perfens 
are too apt to fell into i fe that his mother was 
(advis’d to fend him up to Lincoln's- Inn, where he , 

betook himfejf to the ftudy of the few : Gut not 
liking that fedemary employment, he loon return’d 
again into the country, and followed his former 
wefow courfea, to the wafting of a great part of 
bis paternal effete. At length he became greatly 
reform’d, and grew mighty fibber and religious ; 
and having an effete of four or five hundred pounds 
per annum, left him by Sir Robert Steward , his 
uncle by his mother’s fide, he married Elizabeth , 
daughter of Sir James Boucher. 

Aft* a his reformation, he adher’d for fbme He foils h 
time to die church of England, .very devoutly at- !T th . the ! 
tending .on die public fervice; but at length, fall- r 4 
ing into the hands of fame Puritans, he became a 
zeidous friend to that party frequently entertain- 
ing their minifters at his houie. After this time he 
is feid to have been lb fcrupuloufly juft, 1 that hav- 
- ing feme years before won thirty pounds of one j 
Mr. Cabon at play, he now paid it him back again, , 
telling him that he had got it by indirect and un- . j 
lawful means, and that it would be a fin in him 
to keep it any longer. i 

W* hear nothing of his ading in a public ca- *028. 

* pacity till die year 1628, when he was one of the the°com- 
committee of religion in king Charles's third par- aittee 0 f 
liament, and gave information to the houie, that religion 
the bifhop of Winchefter countenanced feme who 
preached downright popery, and that ’twas by his {yjj p J , r . 

B 2 means liament. 

• ■ Goo<3 




4 The LIFE of 

means that Dr. Manwaring was promoted to a rich 
living ; concluding. If thefe befteps to church pro-* 
. / . ferment , what are we Jhortly to expelt I 

*637. Th* power of archbiihop Laud growing grie- 
His defign vous to the Puritans* he being very fevere in his 
ofremov* proceedings againit them, many of thembegan tO 
tfew-E*g- thkik of taking refuge in foreign plantations ; and 
land prc fuch numbers of families actually tranfported diem* 
vented, ielves, that the government at length taking um- 
brage at it, publilh'd a proclamation, to reftrain 
the diforderly tranfporting his majefty*s fubje&s 
to the plantations in America , without a royal li- 
cence. Mr. Oliver Cromwell , together with Sir 
Matthew Boynton , Sir William Conftable* Sir Ar- 
thur Hajlerigg, Mr. John Hampden , and fcveral 
other gendemen, were preparing to remove them- 
ielves, and were actually embark’d for that pur- 
pofe ; but were prevented by the laid proclamation, 

1 and the following Order of council, ** That the 
“ lord treafurer of England ihould take fpeedy and 
“ effectual courfe for the ftay of eight ihips now 
c< in the river of ^Thames prepared to go for New- 
“ England , and ihould likewife give order for the 
“ putting on land all the paiTengers and provifions 
\ «* therein intended for the vovage.” And thus 

I Mr. Cromwells voyage to New- England was pre- 
vented. 

163 8. About the year 1638, the king and fome lords 

j He oppo- became undertakers for draining the fen-lands in 
I { j s , th . e Lincolnshire , and the Ifle of Ely. This project was 
\ ofthsfen*. oppos’d by feveral, chiefly by the town of Cam- 
bridge i and Mr. Oliver Cromwell boldly headed 
this party againft the undertakers for draining the 
1646. fens. By this means, and by promifing his farther 
Is chofen afliftance in their behalf, he got to be elected bur- 
; to ferve in gefs for the town of Cambridge in 1640, to ferve in 
j pZ-fo? that parliament, which was afterwards called the 
mmi. Lqhz Parliament, 

** Im 
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, In this parliament he foon fhew’d himfelf a zeal- 
ous and forward oppofer of grievances in religion ; 
and ’tis faid, that one time when Sir Thomas Chi' 
cbdy and Mr. Warwick were talking with him in 
the houfe about the affair of religion, he faid, I 
can tell you , Sirs, what I wou’d not have, tbo* 1 
cannot tell what I wottd. 

He was a great promoter of the commons grand 
femonfirance of all the grievances in the nation from 
the king’s acceffion to that time, which was pre- 
fented to his majefty at his return from Scotland , 
Joan after the Irijb rebellion and maflhcre, in which 
above 1 50,000 Proteftants, men, women, and chil- 
dren, were barbaroufly murder’d by the Papifts. 
A day having been appointed for retaking this re- 
monjlrance into the confideration of the houfe, upon 
its not being call’d for till noon that day,'twas urg’d 
and contented to, that it fhould be deferr’d till the 
next morning j upon which occafion Mr. Cromwell 
ask’d the lord Falkland , Why be was for deferring 
it, ftnce that day wottd Joon have determin'd it ? 
■Who anfwer*d. There would not he time' enough, for 
fure it would take fome debate ; to which the other 
reply*d, A very firry one, concluding it would be 
oppofed but by a few : But the debate being en- 
ter'd upon about nine the next morning, continu'd 
all that day and the night following till three in 
the morning, when it was carried for the remon- 
finance by nine voices only. And when the houfe 
broke up, the lord Falkland ask’d Mr. Cromwell, 
Whether there bad been a debate ? Who anfwer’d, 
file would take bis Word another time *, and whifper- 
ing him in the ear, fokmnly allur'd him, That if the 
remonftranee bad not pafs'd, be would have fold all 
be bad the next morning, and never have feen Eng- 
land more \ and be knew many other bonefl men of the 
fame refolution. 

The difference between the king and parlia- 
ment (occafioned by evil counfels on one hand, and 
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1642. continual jealousies and fears on die other,) was now 
The civil grown to fuch a height, that fooo alter the prefent^ 
^ ing this remonftrance, it broke out into an open 
<mt ' war between them *, of which, fo far as concerns 
our prelent purpofe, we (hall give fom6 account 
in the following chapters. 

•w — — . — 
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Chap. II. 

Prom the breaking out of the civil v>ar t to the 
battle of Marfton-Moor. 

A T the breaking out of the war, Mr. Cromwell 
was commifiioned by the parliament, to be 
captain of a troop of horfe, which he fpeedily rais’d 
in his own country. In lifting them, he had re- 
gard t6 fuch only as he thought to be ftout and re- 
folute ; and having compleated his troop, he us'd 
this art to prove them : Upon their firft mufter, near 
fome of the king’s garrifons, he privily plac'd twelve 
of them in an ambufeade, who with a trumpet found- 
ing a charge, made furkmily towards the body, of 
which above twenty, thinking they came from the 
enemy, prefendy fled for fea f, whom Cromwell 
immediately calhier’d, and mounted their horfes 
with fuch as were more bold and couragious. 

The univerfity of Cambridge being not for off 
him, he very feafonably fecured it for the parlia- 
ment, when a great quantity of the college-plate 
was juft upon the point of being convey'd to the 
king at Oxford. And fo adtive and induftrious was 
he, that when Sir Thomas Connesby , high-lheriff of 
Hertfordjhire , was going to proclaim the earl of 
EJJex , the parliament’s general, and all his adhe- 
rents traytors, at St. Albans , on a market-day, he 
rulhed unawares into the town with a party of horfe, 
furpriz’d the Iheriff and his afiiftan ts, and fent diem 

prifoners 
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prifoners to London, to the no fmall fatisfa&ion of 
the parliament, who gave him the thanks of the 
houfe, from this time looking upon him as a very 
promfling perfbn for their fervice. 

In the year 1 643, he was advanced to the degree 1 643.- 
Of a colonel, and bv his own management rais’d a He is 
regiment of a thoufand horfe, with which he rang’d “ ei, a and 
about, and with great ioduftry obftru&ed many i, very 
levies for the king in Cambridgjhire, Effex, Suf- aftivefor 
folk, and Norfdk ; and particularly he defeated the 
project of a counter- aflociation for the king’s fer- ment * 
vice, contriv'd by Sir John Pettus, Sir Edward 
Barker , and other gentlemen, at the town of Le~ 
ftoff in Suffolk , with great fecrefy and celerity en- 
tering the town and furprizing them all. Here he 
alfo gain’d good (lore of ammunition, faddles, pi- , 
ftols, powder, fhot, and feveral engines of war, 
fofficient to have ferv*d a confiiderable force. And 
fie furpriz’d thofe gentlemen in the very nick of 
time ; for as many more, who were before lifted, 
defign'd the very, next day to have met at the fame 
place, and if their defign had fucceeded, the whole 
country had been in great danger of being loft. 

So that this aftion of CromwelPs was a very fea- 
fonable fervice to the parliament, and. prov’d a 
great difcouragement to all the king’s party both 
in Suffolk , and Norfolk. 

After this, he was fent to guard fome arnmu- 
nition from Warwick to Gloucejler, and by the houfc” "■ 
way to took Hilfden- houfe, and in it Sir Alexander ’ 
Denton, the owner, colonel Smith , many inferior 
officers, about a hundred horfe, thirteen barrels of 
powder,, and about a hundred and fifty common 
ioldiers, befides forty flain ; then he gave an alarm Made 
to Oxford, and fo went on to Gloucejler. ^enernUo 

He was now made lieutenant-general to the earl fh c or i Q f 
of Mancbejler ; and having rais’d a greater force of Mancbe- 
fuch as came freely in to him, he march’d towards 
Idncolnjhire , with atefolution to aflift thofe forces 
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which lay about Newark, one of the ftrongdt gar- - 
rifons then held for the king. In his march 
thro’ Huntingdon/hire, he difarm’d many who were 
ill affe&ed to the parliament. He was now above 
two thoufand ftrong, and receiv’d an addition of 
horfe from captain Hotbam. At his firft approach 
before Newark he perform’d a good piece of ier- 
vice : for captain Wray with his Uncolnjhire horfe 
too rafhly quartering near the town, was in the 
night fet upon by the garrifon, which made a 
great Tally, and furrounded and took all his men. 
But the alarm coming to Cromwell , he advanc'd • 
and at ten o’clock at night fell upon the Newar- 
kers, itfcued captain Wray's troop, and took three 
of theirs, vith the daughter of many of them. Af- 
ter this, fetting down before the town, he took 
many men and colours at feveral times ; and foon 
after meeting with twenty-four troops of the king’s 
horfe and dragoons near Grantham , he encoun- 
ter’d them with fuch fury and refolution, that tho' , 
he had but feven troops with him, he entirely rout- 
ed them. 

The earl of Newcastle, being inform’d that the 
lord Willoughby of Par bam had, got pofleffion of the 
town of Gainsborough for the parliament, lent his 
brother colonel Cavendi/b , lieutenant-general of his 
army, with a great party of horfe and dragoons to 
fummon it, himfelf marching after with the foot. 
Upon this Cromwell relblvM to attempt the relief 
of that place, and with twelve troops of horfe and 
dragoons march’d thither, where he found the ene- 
my, who were drawn up near the town, to be 
more than thrice his number, and no way to at- 
tack them, but through a gate and up hill \ not- 
withftanding which difadvantages, he undauntedly 
fell upon them, and after fome difpute, entirely 
defeated them, killing many of their officers, and 
among them, lieutenant-general Cavendi/b, 

P? 
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. Or this a&ion Cromwell himfelf gives the fol- His pw* 
lowing account, in a letter dated July .31. “ I a ^? un ' 

“ inarch’d after taking pf Burleigh , to Grant- f cat 
“ bam , and was join'd by the Uncolneers at North neral C*~ 
** Scales, ten miles from Gainjborougb. About a utnJijb- 
** mile and a half from the town, we met the for- 
*' lorn of the Enemy, who drove a troop of our 
“ dragoons back to their main body. We advanc’d 
* c and came to the bottom of a deep hill, which 
** we could not well get up but by fome trafts } 

“ and the body of the enemy endeavourd to hin- 
“ der us, but we prevail'd and gain’d the top of it. 

V This was done by the Uncolneers, who had the 
“ van-guard. A great body of the enemy’s 
“ horfe faced us there, at about a mufket-fhot di- 
“ dance, and a good referve of a full regiment of 
“ horfe behind it. We did what we could to puc 
“ our men in good order, and the enemy advanc’d 
“ towards us to prevent it, and take us at a difad- 
** vantage ; but in fuch order as we were, we 
** charged their great body, I having the right 
“ wing. We came up horfe to horfe, where we 
“ difputed a pretty while with our fwords and pif- , 

“ tok, all keeping clofe order, fo that one could 
“ not break the other. At lad the enemy fhrink- 
“ ing a little, our men loon perceiv’d it prefled 
** in upon them, and routed their whole body, 

“ fome flying on one fide, and others oh the o- 
“ ther, of the enemy’s referve. .Our men purfu'd 
“ them with good execution about fix miles. I 
“ perceiving the referve dill unbroken, kept back 
“ my major Whalley from the purfuit, and with 
** my own troop, and two troops more of my rcgi- 
“ ment, we got into a body. In this referve was 
“ general Cavendijby who one while faced me, 

“ another while faced four of the Lincoln troops, 

4 ‘ which were all of ours that engaged the referve, 

** the red being in purfuit of thofe who fled. Ge- 
.** peral Cayendijb charged the Uncolneers and ' 

“ routed 
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** routed diem. Immediately I fefl on his rftu 1 
** with my three troops, which- dkl fo aftonifH 
“ him, that he gave oyer the chafe, and would 
“ have deliver’d himfelf from me; but I prefling 
“on, forced him down a hffl, and below it drove 
“• die general and feme of hnfoldiers into a quag- 
“ mire, where my captain-lieutemnt flew him with 
“ a thruft under his fhort ribs'. The reft of die 
“ body was wholly routed, not one man flaying 
“ bn die place." 

He r e Mitekck feys, “ This was the begin* 
** nirtg of his (viz. Cromwell's) great fortunes, and 
“ now he began to appear to die world. He had a 
“ brave regiment of horle of Bis country men, moft. 
“ of them freeholders, and freeholders fons, who 
i “ upon matter of confidence engag’d in this quar- 

** rel under Cromwell. And thus bang well arm’d 
“ within, by the fatisfiuftion of their own corrfci- 
“ ences, and without, by good iron arms, they 
“ would as one man, ftand firmly, and charge 
** defperately.** Cromwell’s policy was very much 
feen in making choice of fuch men as thefe, who 
had a perfuafion they were engag'd in the caufe of 
God, to ferve under him againft the king’s party. 

Thus was Gain/borougb rclkv*d ; burthevrftors 
had but a fhort time of rejoicing, for within two 
or three hours, the routed enemy rallying, and 
joining with the reft of Newcaftlfs army, march’d 
againft them ; whereupon they retreated to Lincoln 
that night in good order, and without any lofs, 
facing the enemy with three troops at a time, 
whilft they drew off the reft. Lincoln not being 
Marche* defenfible, Cromwell march’d the next day to Bof- 
<o Bojltn. ton , to join the earl- of Mmcbejter^ who with his 
new rais’d forces had very feafonably reduc’d Lynn 
under the power of the parliament. 

1 644. To prevent any farther addition to Mancbejlei * s 
forces, the earl of NewcaJUe, advanc'd with his ar- 
my, and detatch’d a ftrong party of horle and dra- 
goons 
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goons towards Boftm, appearing by their Stand- 1644, 
aids, to be eighty feven troops, commanded by v/ysi 
Sir Henderfon an old foldier, who under- 
ftartding that Cromwell was drawn oat towards him 
with the horfe arid dragoons, made hafte to engage 
him. before the earl of Mancbefter , with the foot, 
could march «p ) as accordingly it happen’d at a 
place call'd Windfby-fiel Id, near Horn-cajHe. In Is in gnat 
the firft Ihock Cromwell’s horfe was killed and fell dan g er 
Upon him, and as he rofe, he was again knock’d 
down by the gentleman that charged him, fup- jn t , 
pos’d to be Sir Ingram Hopton r though others lay 
captain Portlngton t who afterwards plainly told him, 

Ybatbe aimed of bisnofe when be bit bit horfe ontbebead. 

He never was in more danger in his life ; bat with 
difficulty he got remounted upon a poor horfe in a 
foldier*s hand, and charg’d the enemy with great re- - 
folution. The encounter was very fharp, but Lift- 
ed net an hour before the royalifts were entire- 
ly routed by Mancbefter ’s troops, about 1500 
of them being kill’d, among whom was the 
lord Widdringt<m % Sir Ingram Hopton, and other 
perfons of quality. Very few were killed on the 
parliament fide. The routed forces were purfued 
by the parlimerrtarians almoft as far as Lincoln ; in 
which purfuit feveral of them were killed and taken 
prifoners, and many horfes and arms taken. In 
purfuance of this victory, the earl of Manchefter 
' march’d direftly to Lincoln , fee down before it, 
and fummon’d it, and afterwards took it by ftorm. 

With very bMMnfiderabfe k>fs. 

After this, the earl, with his lieutenant-gene- Advance* 
ral Cromwell, advanced to re-inforce the liege of *° * he 
York, which was then invefted by the Scotch ge- of 
neral Leven , and the lord Fairfax. Soon after, 
prince Rupert arriving with about eighteen thou- 
sand men, caufed the befiegers to raife the fiege 
who joining their forces, relblvcd to watch his 
jftotions, and to fight him if they found occafion : 

But 
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1644. But a little co rcfrefti themfelves, and furntfh them-i 
vryv felyes with provjfwns which they wonted, they 
inarch’d towards Tadcajter. 

The prince elevated with fuccels, and not 
thinking it enough to have relieved thedty, if he 
did not defeat the enemy, contrary to the advice 
of thofe that were with him, he march’d after 
them, and finding them at Mdrfton-Moor , forc’d 
them to a battle i in which the left wing of hi* 
army commanded by himfelf, charging the par- 
liament’s right, fo totally routed them, that the 
three parliament generals, Levtn , Fairfax , and 
Mancbefter quitted the field, and fled towards Ca- 
wood caftle. Here the prince purfued his enemies 
too far, which loll; him the day. The three gene- 
rals being thus beaten out of the field, the honour 
Gam* of the day fell to Cromwell *, for the left wing of 
4 *® P ar ^ ament * s army, commanded by him, en- 
gag’d the prince’s right, commanded by the earl 
of Newcafik , who had gain’d an advantageous piece 
of ground upon Marfton-Moor , and cauied a bat- 
tery to be erected upon it, from which captain 
Walton , CromwelP s filter’s fon, was wounded by a 
fhot in the knee : Hereupon Cromwell order’d two 
field-pieces to be brought for annoying the enemy, 
appointed two regiments of foot to guard them * 
who marching for that end, were let upon by the 
foot of the prince’s right wing, that fir’d thick 
upon them from the ditches. Upon this both fides 
feconding their foot, were wholly engag’d, who 
before had only flood facing one another. The 
horfe on each fide fought with the utmoft bravery 
and courage -, for having difeharg’d their piftols, 
and flung them at each others heads, they fell to 
it with their fwords j but after a very obftinate 
.■ difpute, the victory was obtain’d by CromwelPs 
brigade, prince Rupert’s right wing b&ng totally 
routed and flying, and the Parliament’s horfe puf- 
fuing and killing many of them in their flight. 
v And 
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And new the left wing of the prince's army, who 1644. 
had been viftors, came back to their former ground, UVV 
being confident of victory, and utterly ignorant of 
-what had befallen the right ; but before they could 
put themfelves into any order, they were charg'd 
and entirely routed by the referves of Cromwell* s 
brigade. 

• Other accounts are given of this battle, but 
all agree in aforibing to Cromwell the glory of the 
action. Some fay he was wounded in the right 
arm at die firft charge, and went off ro have it dref- 
fed ; and returning to his poft, found the army in , 
that diforder as is above related. Any other .man, 
fays F. Orleans , would have run with the ftream, 
and followed fuch examples as he. need not blufh 
at, to feek his fafety by flight. Cromwell rather 
chofe to fhow what good fenfe could do, when fe- 
conded by valour. He prefently perceiv’d that 
the conquerors were in as much confufion as the , 
conquered, thofe who purfued obferving no more 
order than thofe that fled •, bur that there were 
fome brigades of his army that flood firm, and had 
not yet been engaged. He made no fcruple to 
put himfelf at their head, and charging with thefe 
frefh troops, whom his own prowefs inlpired with 
new courage, he fo vigoroufly attack'd the enemy, 
whom victory had made carelefe of keeping their 
ranks, that this unexpected turn chang’d the fcene 
at once, and entirely broke them. 

Of the king’s forces above four thoufand were 
(lain and fifteen hundred taken prifoners *, among 
,whom Were Sir Charles Lucas> major-general Por- 
ter, ' major-general Ttlyard ', with about a hundred 
officers more. All the artillery, great numbers 
of arms, and a good quantity of ammunition and 
baggage, fell alfo into the parliamentarians hands ; 
the prince's own ftandard, with the arms of the 
Palatinate , was likewife taken, with many others 
both of horfe and foot. Of the parliamentarians 

not 
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1644. not above thrpe hundred were flafo. This fames* 
v/V^ battle was fought 00 the fecondday of July. Crom- 
well was greatly cried up for his bravery and coo- 
duft, ana gain’d the Ramp of Ir mftdes from the 
impenetrable ftrength of his tpWfK'Vluch could 
i>y no means be broken or divided. ‘ Prince Ru- 
pert and his confederates being thus defeated, they 
quarrel’d among themfelves, one reproaching jthe 
other for this mHcariage » whereupon the earl of 
Newcafile, and others of quality, departed out of 
the kingdom. The (isge of 2ork was now n> 
new'd, which city defpairing of frefh foecuoi?, was 
fbon furrenderM to the parliament by Sir 7 'fames 
Glembam , who had been left foie governor. of it. 



Chap. IS. 

From the brittle ^Marfton-Moor to the battle 
gfNafeby. 


/7 ROMWELL began now to be very much 
^ taken notice of, fome admiring, and others 


envying his great fuccefs, and. dreading his afphv 
Earl of mg temper and enterprizing genius. The lord 
EJftx, and genenal EJfex and the Scotch commiffioners were 
s ' tttb particularly jealous of him, fb that they were once 
oneTsksu * n confultarion, together with Mr. Hollis, Sir P 6 i- 
Jons of lip Stapleton , Sir John Meyrick, and others, how 
CrtmrnU. to get rid of him, and font to foijeant Maynard 
> and Whitelock about it ; who being come, the earl 


of Effex told them, that he had lent for them to 
have their advice and counfel upon a matter of 
great importance to both kingdoms ; whereupon, 
at his delire, the chancellor of Scotland fpake to 
them, in the Scotch dialed, as follows: 

Chancel- * 


lor Lw Mr. Maynard and Mr. Whitelock, lean aljure 
fpeecb a- °f i regt opinion, both my brethren an Ifelf 
gainft him. have of your worth and Abilities, elfe we Jbtmld not 

have 
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have defied Jbis meeting with you: And /me it is 1644. 
bis excellency's pkofure, that 1 Jbould acquaint you vO*r>«^ 
•with the matter upon whilk your counfel is defied, I 
fhall obey bis command, and briefly recite the buflne/s 
to you. 

2 iu ken vary wed, that lieutenant-general Crom- 
well is no friend of ours ; and find the advance of 
our army into England, he has j fed all under-hand ' 
and cunning means to tak off from our honour, and » 
merit of this kingdom, an evil requited of our hazards 
and fervices ; but fo it is, and we are nevertbelefs 
fully fatisfy'd of the affeSians and gratitude of the* 
gude people of the nation in general. 

It is thought requiflte for us, and for carrying on 
the caufe of the twa kingdoms, that this obflack or 
remora be removed out of the way, whom we forefee 
will be no fmdll impediment to us in the gude deflgn 
we have undertaken. 

He not only is no friend to us and the government 
qf our church, but he is aljo no well-wilier to his ex- 
cellency, whom you and we have all caufe to love and 
honour ", and if be be permitted to go on this way } it 
may, I fear endanger the whole buflnefs ; therefore 
we are to advife of fame courfe to be taken for pre- 
vention of this mifcHef. 

You ken vary week the accord betwixt the twa 
nations, and the union by the Solemn-League and 
Covenant ; and if any be an incendiary between the 
twa nations , bow be is to be proceeded againfl. Now 
the matter is, wherein we defire your opinions, what 
you tak the 'meaning of the word incendiary to be, 
and whether the lieutenant-general be not fick an in- 
cendiary, as is meant thereby ; and whilk way wud 
be beft to tak to proceed againfl him , if be be proved 
fick an inGendiary,. that we may clepe bis wings from . > . 

j baring to the prejudice of our ckufe. * 

Now you may ken, that by our law in Scotland, 
we clepe him an incendiary wi ha kindleth coals of 
contention, and raifeth differences in the ftate, to 

the 
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1644; the publick damage ; and be is tanquam puhlicus ho-’ 
ftis patriae. Whether your law be the fame or not, 
you ken beft y who are mickle learned therein , and 
therefore we defire your judgments in thefe. points. 

■ To this Mr. Whitelock anfwerM, ** that the fenfe 
“ of the word incendiary , was the fame here as 
“ in Scotland ; but whether lieutenant-general 
“ Cromwell be fuch an incendiary muft be prov’d,' 
** either by his words or a&ions : That he look’d 
“ upon him to be a gentleman of quick and fubtile 
“ parts, and who had a great intereft in both houies 
“ of parliament, and that it would be needful to 
“ colled: fuch particular paflages concerning him, 
** as might be Sufficient to prove him an incendiary; 
“ before they could expeft the parliament fhould 
“ proceed agaiuft him.” Mr. Hollis., Sir Philip 
. Stapleton , and fome others, gave an account of 

fbme particular paflages and words of CromwelF&, 
and faid, that he had not that intereft in the par- 
liament as was fuppos’d *, and they would willing- 
ly have been upon the accufation of him^ but the 
Scotch commiflioners were not fo ready to join with 
them in it, and fo the lieutenant-general efcap’d. ' 
CROMWELL was now alfo very much dreaded 
by the king’s party. His majefty hieing at Oxford , 
was willing to have the particular advice of that 
known ftatefman archbilhop Williams ; and fo wrote 
to him at Aberconway in Wales to come to him. The 
archbilhop accordingly waiting on the king, ad- 
vis’d him by all means to come to an agreement 
with the parliament 5 for flnee the Scots were come 
into England in fuch numerous armies, and the 
Englijb of the parliament’s party, in thefe two laft 
Archbp years, had acquir’d a military knowledge, it would 
William in all appearance be impoflible for the king long to 
warn* refill their forces. But above all, he warned him, 
t n» km8 to ^ ave a carc °f Cromwell y declaring him to b« 
* im ‘ the moft dangerous enemy the king had j and there- 

fore 
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fore humbly moved, that either he would win him 1644. 
over to his fide by promifes of fair treatment, of 
catch him by fome ftratagem, and cut him fhort. 

This is laid to have made fuch an imprefiion on 
the king, that he was heard to fay, 1 would fome 
would do me the good fervice to bring Cromwell to me 
alive or dead. 

About four months after the fight at Marjlon - 
moor, happened the fecond battle of Newbury , 

Where Cromwell is laid to have endanger’d the 
king’s perfon, had not the earl of Cleveland in- 
terpos’d, and bore off the purfuit. This battle Difference 
was the occafion of an irreconcilable breach be- ^ twee ™ 
tween him and the earl of Mancbefter. Cromwell 
accus’d the earl of cowardly betraying the parlia- 0 f Mo- 
ment, -for that he might very eafily have defeated tbtfitr. 
the king’s army, when he drew off his cannon, 
if he would have fuffer*d him with his own bri- 
gade to have charg’d them in their retreat ; but 
that the carl obftinately oppos’d all advice and im- 
portunity, giving no other reafon, than That if he 
did overthrow the king ’s army, the king would always 
have another to keep up the war ; but if his army 
fhould be overthrown at that nice juncture, they 
Jbould be .all rebels and traitors, and executed and 
forfeited by the law. This laft expreffion was hei- 
noufly taken by the parliament, as if the earl be- 
liev’d the law was againft them, after they had fo 
. often declared, that the law was on their fide. 

M The earl acknowledg’d, that he had in effect 
“ laid. That they would be treated as trait, ors if 
“ their army was defeated, when he diflik’d the 
** lieufenant-general’s advice, in expofing thfe 
** army to an unfeafonable hazard.” And then 
recriminating upon his adverfary, laid, “ That at 
4< another time, Cromwell freely difcouffing with 
M him of the date of the kingdom, and propofing 
** an expedient, the earl anfwer*d, that the par* 

liament would never approve it; to whichOwB- 
C “ well 
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44 twtf immediately reply’dj -My &rJ, if yea miH 
44 ylfofc firm to bonefi men, you vntl find on army at 
44 your. command, that will give the lam to king and 
44 parliament : which difcourfe, he faid, made a 
“ great impreflion upon him 1 and finding him 
a man of very deep defigns, he was the. more 
“ careful to preferve an army, which he believ’d 
“ ftill faithful to the parliament.” Thefe matters 
were never thoroughly examin’d, tho' the anime- 
fities encreafed, and the .parties on both fides open- 
ly appeared againft each other, to the dividing of 
the city,- as well as of the parliament. 

A mighty party in the parliament began now 
to be diffatisfy’d with their old generals, thinking 
them too much inclin’d to a peace with the king, 
and too great favourers of the Presbyterian party. 
Hereupon they are for having the army new mo- 
deled •, and that their old friends might be the 
more civilly difmifs’d from their military pofts, 
they endeavour to procure an ordinance, for incapa-, 
eitating all members of parliament for fuch pofts. 
Cromwell was a great promoter of this defign, and 
after fome had led the way, made a fpeech in the 
houfe for that purpofe, declaring, “ That there 
44 were many things upon which he never refieded 
“ before, yet upon re-confideration, he could not 
44 but own that all was very true ; and till there 
44 was a perfed, reformation in thole particulars re- 
commended to them, nothing they took in hand 
“ would profper : That the parliament had done 
“ wifely in the beginning of the war, to engage 
44 many of their members in the moft dangerous 
•*' parts of it, that the nation might fee they de- 
“ fign’d not to embark others in perils, whilft 
44 themfelves fat fecurely out of gun-lhot, but 
4 ‘ would march with them where the danger moft 
41 threaten’d ; and thofe honourable perfpns, who 
“ had thus expofed themfelves, had merited fo 
44 nrachof their country, that their' memories would 

“be 
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** be h^d in perpetual veneration '} and Whatever 1644.* 
** fhodd be well done after them, would be im- yy-vV 
“ puted to their example. But now God had To 
“ olefled their army, chat there had grown up with 
“ it many excellent officers, who were fitter for 
much greater charges than they now enjoy’d ; 

** therefore he defied them not to be terrify’d with 
** an imaginatioft, that they fhould want able men 
** to fill the greateft vacancy : for befides that it 
was not good to put fo much truft in any arm of 
“ flefh, as to think fuch a caufe as this depended 
•* upon any one man, he affur’d them, that they 
“ had officers in their army, who were fit to hie 
** generals in any enterprize in Cbriflendom” He 
added, “ He thought nothing fb neceflkry as to 
** vindicate the parliament from partiality towards 
“ their own members } and proffer'd to lay down 
** his own commiffion in the army, and defir’d, 

** that an ordinance might be prepar’d, to make 
** it unlawful for any member of either houfe to 
** hold any office in the army, or any place in the 
“ ftate }” and fo concluded with an enlargement 
up6n the vices and corruptions crept into the ar- 
my, and freely told them, “ That till the whole 
** army were new modell’d, and brought under 
“ ftri&er difcipline, they muft not expeft any re- 
“ markable fuccefs in any undertaking.” In con- ' 
clufion, a committee was appointed to prepare an 
ordinance for the exclufion of all members from 
the fore-mentioned, trufts ; which took up much 
time, and was long debated, but in the end pafs’d, 
and was called thefelf- denying ordinance. 

Some time before, Cromwell had orders from He join* 
the houfe to march with all fpeed into the weft, to 
join Sir William Waller ; which he according- *0 the par; 
ly did, and being join’d they beat up Gorinas liament. 
quarters, who thereupon fled to Exeter. It feems 
there had been feme behaviour in Cromwell’s regi- 
ment, that gave offence. to the parliament ; for he 

C 2 JKiW ^ 

Digitized by Google 



20 


. 1 644- 


>645- 

The army 
new mo- 
.dcll’d. 


7le LIFE of 

now lent a letter to the houfe, informing them, 
“ That ftnee his coming to his regiment, their car- 
“• riage had been obedient , refpeftroe, , and valiant j 
a good teftiraony whereof they gave in the late 
“ defeat of Long’s regiment : That they were fbr- 
“ ry for their former mutinous carriage, and delv'd * 
“ him to fend their moft humble petition to both 
“ houfes. That they might again b* received into 
their favour, and their former offence fully par- 
“ don’ a-, promifing a valiant teftimony of their fu- 
“ ture fervice which petitioa was well accepted 
by the parliament. After this, he march'd to 
Cerne in Dorfetjhire , where he was join’d by the 
colonels Holborn and Popbatn. The enemy coming 
within three miles of them undifcoverM, Cromwell 
drew into the field there, with defign to fight 
them, tho' fuperior to him in number ; which they 
perceiving, drew off; and Cromwell was farther re- 
inforc’d by the regiments of Norton and Cook , &c; 

Upon the palling of the felf-denying ordinance . , 
the army, which had been much diminifhed by fick- 
nefs and a late defeat in the weft, was order'd to 
be recruited to one and twenty thoufand men, 
namely, fourteen thoufand foot, fix thoufand horfe, 
and one thoufand dragoons *, and Sir Thomas Fair- 
fax was commiffion’d general. They who were re- 
moved from their commands in the army by this 
ordinance, were the earl of Effex, the earl of Man- 
ehefter , the earl of Denbigh, the earl of Warwick, 
Sir William Waller , lord Grey of Groby , major- 
general Maffy, &c. Cromwell was likewife to have 
loft his command, and came to Windjor to take 
leave of the new general ; but fuch intereft had been 
made in the committee of both kingdoms at Weft- 
minfter , or they were fo fenfible of his rare talent 
for war, that they had fent orders to general Fair- 
fax to detach a party of horfe to lie between Oxford 
and Worcefter , for intercepting the corrclpondenc* 
between die king and prince Rupert , and par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly recommended lieutenant-general Cromwell 1.645. 
for that fcrvice j who went away with a good par- 
ty'of horfe and dragoons, and defeated a brigade 
of the king’s horfe under the earl of Northampton Crtmmjr < 
and Goring, at Iflip-bridge, kill’d feveral, and took ** 
five hundred horfe, and two hundred prifoners, indgt. 
whereof feveral were officers and perfons of quali* 
ty, as alfo the queen's ftandard, befides many other e 
trophies of honour. 

He purfued the routed remnant to Bletchingtoh- He take* 
boufe , where colonel fVindebank commanded j who BUtcbing- 
being fummoned by victorious Cromwell , and per- Un ' bou J t - 
foaded by his beautiful young bride and the ladies 
that came to vifit her, furrendej’d the place, with 
all the arms and ammunition ; for which he was 
lhot to death at Oxford by fentence of a council of 
war. 

About the feme time alfo, Cromwell forced Hisfur- 
Sir William Vaughan and lieutenant-colonel Little- th * r fuc - 
ton, with three hundred and fifty men, into Bamf w ' 
ton-BuJb , where he took them both, and two hun- 
dred of their men prifoners, with their arms, and 
lent colonel Fiennes after another party, who took 
a hundred and fifty horfe, three colonels, and forty 
common foldiers prifoners, with their arms. Be- 
ing afterwards re-inforc’d by about five hundred 
foot from colonel Browtf s garrifon at Abington , 

Cromwell attempted the reducing of Faringdon * He 5* k- 
boufe, and ftorm'd it j but it was fo gallantly de- P u,s ’ d at 
fended by Sir George Life, that he was forc'd to 
draw off, having loft fifty of his men ; and in his 
retreat he was attack’d by a party of lieutenant- 
Goring’s horfe, lately come from the fiege of T tun- ■ 
ton, who got from him three colours, and took ' 
major Bethel prifoner. 

It was now order’d by both houfes, that lieu- ■ 
tenant-general Cromwell fhould be difoens’d with 
for his pesfonal attendance in the houfe, and con- 
tinue his ferrk*4ind command in the army, for 
C 3 forty 
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1645. fortydays JoBger, Botwkhftandiqg ihe latentdl* 
nance. This, fays Whittkck* was much fpokcft 
againft by ilex’s party, as a breach of that ordi* 
. nance, and a difeovery of, the intention to Continue 

whom they pleas'd, and to remove the others 
from, commands, notwithftanding their former felf* 
defying pretences. 

m ._ The lord-general Fairfax began his march in 
‘ order to relieve Taunton. But the committee of 
• both kingdoms, uajprftanding that prince Rupert 
w|s advancing towards Oxford, Order’d him to 
flop his march, and to fond only a party pf about 
three tboufand foot, and fifteen lutidrfed horfe to 
It join’d Taunton, whilft he, with the reft of his army» 
by Fair- march’d back to join Cromwell and Brown, that 
tfyey might attend the king’s motions with their 
united forces. The king being join’d by prinoe 
Rupert, march’d into WefeeJlerJHre, and defign’d 
to relieve Chefter, which had been a great white 
befieg’d by the parliaments forces under Sir Wd* 
Bam Brereton ; who, when the king was come 
within twenty mile* of Cbtfitr, rais’d the fiege, 
and return’d into 'Lancashire. Upon this, the king 
diverted his couffe towards Lticefter, and coming 
before the place, took it by ftorm. 

In the mean time the lords and commons agreed 
with the committee of both kingdoms, that gene* 
ral Fairfax fhould invert Oxford, chat important 
head-quarter of the king. Accordingly the gene* 
ral brought up his army near Oxford \ and laid fiege 
to it, having his own quarters at Marjton, Cron* 
well at Wilebam, and Brown at WolvercoU. After 
fifteen days fpent without a&ion, the parliament 
being ftartled at the loft of Leicester, font exprefs 
orders to Fairfax to march away with hi$ army ( 
which he accordingly did on the ninth of June. 

The king was marching from %Acefter with dc? 
fign to relieve Oxford •, but hearing die fiege was 
rais’d, he return’d towards Northampton, caufing 

great 
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great terror to the a floriated parts. Cromwell, be- 
fore die breaking up of the fiege, had been called 
from thence to the ifland of Ely, to fupport the af- 
filiation, and was ihottly to attend his place in par- 
liament, according to the late ordinance : But up- 
on a refolution of the council of war, the general 
wrote to them, defiring them to difpenfe with Crctit - 
well's abfence from the houfe, and to appoint him. 
lieutenant-general of the horfe. The parliament 
being fenfible of his great ulefolnefs in the field, 
readily comply*d with this requeft, and according- 
ly commHfion'd him lieutenant-general of horfe to 
the whole army. Hereupon Cromwell being re-' 
cruited with fix hundred horfe and dragoons, came 
out of the affociated parts, and join’d with Fair- 
fax and his main army at Gilsborougb. Wbitelock 
fays, he now began to increafe in the favour of the 
people, and of the army, and to grow great, even 
to die' envy of many. 

The king having tarried a little at Borougb- 
Hill, drew off from thence towards Harborougb , 
and defign’d to march to Pomfret , thinking if he 
were follow’d by the parliament’s forces, he fhould 
fight with greater advantage northward. But Ire- 
ton, by Crotnwelfs advice, being font out with a 
flying party of horfe, fell upon a party of the 
king’s rear, quarter’d in Nafeby town, and took 
many prifoners, fome of prince Ruperfs life-guard, 
and Lortgdale* s brigade ; which gave fuqh an alarm 
to the whole royal army, that the king at midnight 
left his own quarters, and for fecurity haften’d to 
Harborougb , where the van of his army lay. Here 
billing up prince Rupert, he fummon'd a council 
of war, in which it was refolvM (chiefly through 
the prince’sr eagemefs , old commanders being much 
againft it) to give the enemy battle ; and fince 
Fairfax had been fo forward, they would no lon- 
ger flay for him, but feek him out. Accordingly 
wing cofne near Nafeby, there they found him *, 
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and both armies being drawn up in battalia , fac'd 
etch other. Prince Rupert and prince Maurice 
commanded the right wing of the royal army. Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale' the left, and die king him- 
felf the main body ■, the earl of Lindfey and Jacob 
lord Afiley, the right hand referve, and the lord 
Bard ahd Sir George lijle , the left referve. The 
right wing of the parliament’s army was led by 
lieutenant-general Cromwell , the left by colonel Ire- 
ton, the main body by general Fairfax and major- 
general Skippou , who fought ltoutly, tho’ fbrely 
wounded in the beginning of the fight i and the 
refer ves were brought up by Rainsborougb , Ham- 
mond, and Pride. The place of action was a large 
fallow field, on the north-weft fide of Nafeby , a- 
bove a mile broad ; which fpace of ground was 
wholly taken up by the two armies. 

An. things being difpos’d, on June 14, at ten 
in the morning, the battle began with more than 
civil rage ; the royalifts word being God and queen 
Mary , and the others, God with us. Prince Ru- 
pert gave the firft charge, and engag’d the parlia- 
ment’s left wing with great refolution. Ireton 
made gallant refiftance, but was forced at laft to 
give ground, his horfe being fhot under him, and 
nimfelf run through the thigh with a pike, and in- 
to the face with a halbert, and taken prifoner, till 
upon the turn of the battle he regain’d his liberty. 
The prince chas’d the enemy almoft to Nafeby 
town, and in his return fummon’d the train, and 
vifited the carriages, where was good plunder*, but 
here, as in the battle of Marjlon-moor , his long 
ftay fo far from the main body was no fmall pre- ^ 
judice to the king’s army. 

For Cromwell in the mean time charg’d furi- 
oufly on the king’s left wing, and that with good 
fuccefs, forcing them from die body, and profe- 
cuting the advance, quite broke them, ana their 
referve: After which, joining with Fairfax, 
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charg’d die king*; foot, who had beaten the par* 1645, 
liament’s, and got poffeflion of their ordnance, and wVM 
thought themfelves fure of the victory ; but being 
now in confofion, and having no horfe to fupport 
them, they were eafily overborn by Fairfax and 
Cromwell. By this time the king was joined by 
prince Rupert , return'd from his ratal fuccefs ; but 
thehorfe could never be brought to rally themfelves 
again in order, or to charge the enemy : Upon 
which the lord Clarendon fays. That this difference Good dit- 
was obferv’d all along in the difcipline of the king’s cipline of 
troops, and erf thofe under Fairfax and Cromwell , nndeThim 
(it having never been remarkable under Effex or aiK ] Rur- 
Waller , but only under them) That though the fax. 
king's troops prevail’d in the charge, and routed 
thole they charged, they feldom rally’d themfelves 
again in order, nor could be brought to make a 
fecond charge again the fame day which was the 
icafbn that they had not an entire victory at Edge- 
Hill -, whereas the troops under Fairfax and Crom- 
well. , if they prevail'd, or tho' they were beaten 
and routed, prefendy rally’d again, and flood in 
good order, till they received further directions. 

In fine, with all that the king and prince could 
do, they could not rally their broken troops, which 
flood in fufficient numbers upon the place-, fo that 
drey were forced at laft to quit the field, leaving 
a compleat vi&ory to the parliament's party, who 
profiled diem within two miles of Leicejler -, and 
die king finding the purfuit fo hot, fled from thence 
to si/bby-de-la-zoucb, and then to Litchfield, and fb 
for a fafer retreat into Wales. 

Thus ended the famous batde of Nafeby , in v;flo _ 
which the wonderful fuccefs of the parliament par- Nafeby 
ty was chiefly owing to Cromwells valour and good owing to 
oonduCl, who flew like lightning from one part of hl * vaIour - 
the army to the other, and broke thro' the ene- 
my's fquadrons with fuch rapidity, that nothing ei- 
djer coqld or durft flop him. 'Tis laid, that in 

this 
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1645. thfeaftfcrt, a"femmahder of Aft Ifeii^ knotft& 
60 TN> Cromwell, advanc’d brifkly from the head of hip 
troops to exchange a fingfe buffet with him, and 
was with equal bravery encounter’d by him, both 
fides forbearing to come In, tiff their piftok being 
difcharg’d, the cavalier with a flaunting back blow 
of a broad IWord, chanc’d to cut the ribbon that 
' tied Cromwelh, murrion, and with a draw tftre# 


it off his head ; and now juft going to repeat his 
' ftroke, Cromwell's party came and refcu’d him ; 
and one of them alighting, threw up his head* 
piece into his fiddle, which he haftily catching, 
clapt it ort the wrong way,' and fp bravely fought 
with it the reft of the day, which proved lb very 
fortunate 60 his fide. 

jT he , , The king’s l6fs in. this battle was irreparable; 
binf/with f° r befides that there were (lain above a hundred 
his letters and fifty officers, and gehtfemen of quality, moft 
and papers of his foot were taken prifoners, with all his Can- 
*“*“■ non and baggage, eight thoufihd arms, and other 
rich booty •, among which was alfo his majefty’s 
• own cabinet, where were repofited his moft fecret 
papers and letters between him and his queen* 
which fhew’d how contrary his counfels with her 
were to thole he declared to the kingdom ; for in 
one of them he declares his intention, to make ■peace 
with the Irilli, and to have forty tboufand of them 
over into England to profecute toe war here ; and 
in anodier he complains. That be could not prevail 
on bis mungr el parliament at Oxford, to vote that 
the two boujes at Weftminfter were not a lawful 
parliament ; fo little thanks, as one oblerves, who 


was no enemy to his majefty, had thefe noble lords 
and gentlemen, for expofing their lives and for- 
tunes in defence of the king in his adverfity ; what 


then might they expett, if he Ihould prevail by 
conqueft ? In thofe letters alfo he tells the queen, 
‘That be would not make a peace with the rebils [the 
parliament] without her approbation, Ktr go one jot 

fretp 
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from (be paper fbtfeMtim: That in the treaty at Ux- 1645. 
bridge, be dkl not pofilvoely awn the parliament , it 
being otbertmftte be confined, tbf they were fo fim- 
ffe as not to find it out \ and tbat it was recorded in 
the notes , of the kings corned], Tbat be did not at* 
knowledge then a parliament* Thefe and many o- 
ther papers relating to the publkk were printed 
with obfervations, and kept upon record, by order 
ef the two houics, who alfo made a publick decla- 
ration of them, fhewing what the nobility and 
gentry, who follow'd the king, were to expert. 


C H A f. IV. 

From tie tattle of Nafeby to the conclujion of 
the far ft civil war. 

T H E battle of Nafeby was truly a deciding 
battle 1 for from this grand period, the 
king's affairs became defperate, and his whole party 
began to moulder away, and mod fenffbly to de- 
cline every where. The parliament’s army had no 
fooner gain'd this wonderful advantage, but like * 
a torrent they foon overflow'd the whole kingdom, 
bearing down all before them. Leictfer was im- 
mediately regain’d without any confiderable oppo- 
fition. From thence they march'd to the relief of 
Taunton, which being befieg’d by Goring s army, 
had made a wonderful refinance under the com- 
mand of the valiant Blake. Upon the approach of 
the parliament's forces. Goring drew off his army 
towards Langport \ and being mailer of the feveral 
paffes on the river, hoped to have declin’d fight- 
ing, and fecured his retreat towards Bridgewater : 

But the others drew down their ordnance with 
fuch advantage, that whilft they did great execu- 
tion on Gorings army, their foot refolutely gain'd 
the pais; and the horfc advanc'd over*, when they 
& bravely engag’d the enemy, that they foon put 

them 
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them to flight, charging them alraoft to Bridge- 
water. Cromwell in this a&ion fhewed much pru- 
dence as well as courage ; for he would not fuflfer 
part of the horfe to purfue the enemy, till they 
were all come up together *, and then himfclf lead- 
ing them on, perform’d the work with fuch fuc- 
cels, that he took alraoft all their foot and ord- 
nance* 

After this vi&ory, *twas refolved, in a coun- 
cil of war, to ftorm the ftroog garrifon of Bridge - 
water. Accordingly they began the aflault on the 
2 2d of July, and forc’d a furrender the very next 
day. The taking of this place was a very great 
advantage to the parliament ■, for thereby a line of 
garrifons was drawn over the country from the Se- 
vern to the fouth coafts, by Bridgewater., Taunton, 
Lime and Langport j whereby the counties of De- 
von and Cornwall , then wholly at the king’s devo- 
tion, except Plymouth , were in a manner Mocked 
up from all intercourfe with the eaflem parts. 

The mercilels rapines and violence pradtiied by 
the royalifts in the weftem parts had'occafioned the 
riflngof a third kind of army, which fuddenly ftart- 
ing up in divers counties, afiembled to the number 
of five or fix thoufand of the middle fort of men. 
Thefe foon had the name of Club-Men , and were 
encouraged by feveral gentlemen of the country, 
who entertain’d particular hopes from this infur- 
reftion. The motto of their colours was. 

If you offer to plunder or take our cattle , 

Be affuPd we will bid you battle , 

This army of Club- Men for fbme time became very 
formidable to both parties, each of them endeavour- 
ing to gain them over to themfelves. But having 
for fome months flood upon their own defence, and 
molefted both armies, they were at laft very feafona- 
bly fupprels’d and difpers’d by the parliament forces 

under 
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wider lieutenant-gen eral Cromwell *, who, together 1645. 
with Fairfax , daily gain'd ground in thole parts. 

BR ISTOLriris aplaceof verygreat importance, * 
which prince Rupert., with about five thoufand horfe ^ Bryt»l. 
and foot, . held for the king. It was now therefore 
thought requifitc to befiege it for the parliament, 
and accordingly the army was drawn up towards 
it. The general being come before it, fummoned 
prince Rupert to deliver up the town ; but upon 
ins refulal, it was advis'd by Cromwell and ibme 
other chief officers to ftorm pan of it: Which ac- 
cordingly was executed with to much fury, that the 
prince thought not fit to run the hazard of a fecond 
afiault, but immediately furrender’d that great and 
Well fortify’d city to the parliament general ; where - 
by the king loft all his chief magazines and war- 
like provifions, and confequently in a Ihort time 
South-Wales and all the weft of England. Upon 
this his majefty wrote a lharp letter to prince Ru- 
pert, in which he lays, I muft remember you of yours 
of the 1 2th of Auguft, whereby you ajfur*d me, That 
f no mutiny happened, you would keep Briftol for four 
months ; Did you keep it four days ? Was there any 
thing like a mutiny : My conclujidn is, to defire you - 
to feek your fubjijlance, until it jhall pleaje God to de- 
termine of my condition, fome where beyond feas ; to 
which end I fend you herewith a pafs, &c. 
rtiFAlR FAX and Cromwell fent letters to the Writes to 

S arliament, relating the particulars of the fiege of 
rifiol, and in Cromwell’s there was this pallage : “ n 
It may be thought that fome praifes are due to thofe 
gallant men, of whofe valour fo much mention is made: 

Their humble fuit to you , and all that have an in - 
terefl in this blejjing, is, that in remembrance of 
God’s praifes, they may be forgotten. Ids their joy 
that they are inflruments to God’s glory , and their 
country* s good : It’s their honour that God vouchfafes 
to ufe them. Sir, they that have been employ’d in 

this 
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16454 this fervid, know, That fefdb *td prayers obtained 
VW this city for you, 

BRISTOL being thus reduc'd, CromweB pre- 
fently takes with him & brigade of four regiments, 
and marches to the ftrong cattle of the Devizes* 
whole natural ftrength was much improv’d by the 
ingenuity of ks governor, Sir Charles Lloyd, who 
looking upon it to be almoft impregnable, returned 
no other anfwer to CrmwetP % firft fommans, but 
o«k of ^ tn tl WMr Bat » if nothing could bee 
the Devi- fufficien t defence againft this victorious commander, 
out. whofe very name began now to ftrikc tenor to his 
enemies, the governor was foon brought to terms, 
and forced to deliver up the plac$ to him. 

Reduces After this, Cromwell haftens to Wincheftr, and 
Wine be- in his march diforms and difperfes the Hampfbire 

fitr. club-men thereabouts. Being come before the town, 
he found it fortify’d ; but after a Ihort difpute, he 
fir'd the gate, and his men enter’d. This done, 
he fummoned the cattle j which not furrendering, . 
he planted fix guns, and after firing them round, 
font a fecond fummons for a treaty, which they alfo ' 
refus’d. Upon this he made a breach with two 
■ hundred (hot, and then the governor, the lord 
Ogle , thought fit to beat a parley, which was 
granted ; and colonel Hammond and major Harrifom 
lor Cromwell, agreed upon articles for delivering 
up the caftle into the hands of the parliament. 
Here an inftance is given of Cromwell’s faithfulnefo 
in his punctual obfervanceof articles; for ’tis laid, 
that being inform’d that fome of his men had beat 
faulty in this refpeft, he caus’d one of them to be 
hang’d to the terror of others, and font the reft to 
Oxford, that the governour Sir fbomas Glembam 
might punifh them as he thought fit ; who is faid 
with generous acknowledgments to return them to 
Cromwell again. 

and'ukei ^ 1 s next attem P t was u P° n Baftng-boufe, a very 

ftrong place. It was the manfion of the marquis of 
fytfe. Wincbefier, 
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a Pepft, ftandiag on a rifling ground, 164a 
and enCompals’d with a brick rampart lined with 
earth, having a deep dry ditch furrounding it. 

Here the marquis Hood upon his guard, affifted at 
* firft only with his own family and a hundred mufr 
queteers from Oxford \ but recruited afterwards by 
fhe king from time tp time, as there was occasion. 

4 his garrifon had been often affaulted, but in vain ; 
hrft by colonel Norton and colonel Harvey ; next by 
Sir William Waller with feyen thoufand horfe and 
foot i who, though many then called him WiHuvn 
fbe Conqueror, did little more than increafe the 
courage of die befieged, who made many furious 
{allies upon him. Thus the place flood for fomc 
years oqt-braving all attempts, till the valiant Cram- 
Wild endeavour’d the reducing of it, which he very 
foon effected ; for having feen the lord Ogle, the late 
govemour of Wincbefter, march out according to 
. articles, and fettled die affairs of that garrifon for 
the parliament, he the next day march’d for Ba- 
fingi where being arriv’d, after planting the bat- 
teries, and fettling the feveral pofts for a llorm, his 
men fell on with great refolution. Colonel Pick- 
ering ftorm’d the new houfe, and palling through, 
got the gate of the old houfe 5 whereupon they beat 
a parley, which the parliament feldiers would not 
regard. In the mean time, colonel Montagues 
and Sir Hardrefs Wallers regiments recover’d the 
flrongeft work, and beat the enemy from a whole 
Culverin. Then they drew their ladders after them, 
and got over another work, and the houfe- wall, 
before they could enter. Thus was the place re- 
duc'd with very little lofs on the parliament’s fide. 
Seventy-four of the royalifts were (lain, among 
whom were fome officers of quality, divers of 
them Paftfis. Two hundred were taken pri- 
soners, among whom was the marquis himfelf. 

Sir Robert Peak , and feveral other officers, whom 
^gromwll feat up to the parliament. They took 

abodt 
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1645 . about ten pieces of ordnance, with a good quantity 
s/Vv/ of ammunition and provifktns, and there was rich 
pillage for the foldiers, of money, jewels, houfhold- 
ftuff, (dc. For thefe important fervkes, the houfe 
order'd a letter of thanks to be drawn up to the 
lieutenant-general. 

Gitas The next place Cromwell vifited, was Langford - 
boufe near Saliftmry ; but Sir Bartholomew Pell ha- 
ving had information of what he had done at Ba- 
Jingy and expe&ing no better fuccefs, fubroitted at 
the firll fummons. 

XsKhes From hence he march’d towards the main body 
of the army, which was then moving towards Exe- 
n ~ ter y with a defign to lay fiege to it : Where being 
arriv’d, he advanc’d farther weftward towards the 
enemy, and at Bovy-Tracy fought the brigade com- 
manded by the lord Wentworth , taking four hun- 
dred horfe, and about a hundred foot, pnfoners, 
with fix ftandards, one of which was the Icing's. 
D*rt- The defign upon Exeter being for the prefent 
afide, the army under Fairfax and Cromwell ap- ' 
ft or itu before Dartmouth , and took it by ftorm ; 

mi the which being done, they encounter’d the lord Hop- 
lord Hop. ton at Torringtony and gave him an abfolute defeat ; 
defest- and then purfu’d the only remains of a royal army 
into Cornwall , where prince Charles had his own 
regiment, and other Cornijb troops, which com- 
pos’d a body of about five thoufand horfe, and one . 
thoufand foot: But not able to refill the multitudes 
that the parliamentarians were pouring upon him, 
he itnbarked with feveral lords and gentlemen, and 
found refuge in the ifle of Stilly. His troops were 
left under the command of the lord Hopton , who 
was fo prefs’d upon by the parliament's forces, 
that he was obliged to dilband on the 14th of 
‘ March ; foon after which Exeter was furrender’d 
■ to the parliament. And now lieutenant-general 
Cromwell came up to London from the general, to 
' advife about the future motion of the army ; and 

taking 
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taking his place in the parliament, receiv’d the 
hearty thanks of the houfe for his great and faith- 
ful fervices. 

FAIRFAX and Cromwell having thus fcower*d 
the weft, and only Newark remaining in the north, 
the king’s affairs were now in a very low and de- 
fperate condition. The royal ifts in Oxford had 
indeed (till fome little hopes from a party com- 
manded by the lord AJlley , which were the only 
forces in the field for the king j but thefe hopes 
foon vani fil’d ; for being encounter’d by colonel 
Morgan near Stow on the Would , he was- entirely 
defeated, himfelf and almoft all his men being ta- 
ken prifoners. AJlley was fo fcnfible of the confe- 
quence of this defeat, that when he was taken, he 
laid to one of the parliament-officers, 2 ou have 
now done your work and may go to play, unlefs you 
will fall out among your J elves. 

The parliament army, flulh’d with irrefiftible 
fuccefs, . was now marching to befiege Oxford, the 
king’s head quarters and place of his refidence •, 
who in this extremity refolv’d to throw himfelf in- 
to the hands of the Scotch army, then lying before 
Newark. He was advifed to do this by Monfieur 
Montrevil , the French ambaflador, who was then 
in the Scotch quarters ; and the rather encourag’d 
to it, becaufe the animofities between the Englifh 
-parliament and the Scots were now grown very 
high, the latter complaining againft the former, 
for their delays in fettling the Presbyterian govern- 
ment of the church according to the Covenant \ and 
for with-holding their pay. In purfuance of this 
refolution, before the fiege of Oxford could be 
formed, the king efcaped from thence on the 27th 
of April. He went away in difguife, accompany’d 
only by Dr. Hudfon, and Mr. Afhburnham , and ri- 
ding as a fervant ’to the latter, with a cloak-bag 
behind him. They went to Henly , Brentford, ', and 
Narrow- on- the- Hid » thence towards St. Albans, 
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1 646. making their way to Harborougb , where they ex- 
w^vv peeked Monfieur Montrevil \ who not being there 
as he had appointed, the king went. to Stamford t 
thence to Downbam , and fo to Soutbam ; where 
finding the French agent, he lent to general Ltven , 
and was conduced by a troop of horfe to lieutenant* 
Oxford general Ltfltf s quarters. Oxford being dole block’d 
and all U p, furrender’d on the 2 2d of June, and the few 
ces fubmit remaining garrifons foon after, viz. Worcefter, 
to the par- Wallingford , P endenms-cafile, and Ragland-cajlle. 
liament. The parliament being inform’d of the king’s efeape 
from Oxford , and arrival in the Scotch army, were 
very much ftartled at it, and fent an order to their 
commillioners to demand him t»f them •, requiring 
alfo their army to advance, in order to hinder a 
conjunction of the king’s party with the Scots , be* 
ing very jealous of his making terms with them : 
But upon their furrendering Newark to the Englifb, 
which the king had order’d to be deliver’d up to 
them, and general Lovetts forbidding his forces to 
'' have any communication with the king’s party, 
they began to be pretty wdl fatisfy’d for the pre- 
fentj and fo the Scots, having got the king in their 
pofTdHon, march’d with him to Newcajlle, where 
he receiv’d the parliament’s propofitions for peace : 
which he not agreeing to, they coniult how to take 
him out of the hands of the Scots, to fend them out 
of England, and to bring him ijp into fafer cuftody. 
In order to this, they thought it neceflary to reckon 
with the Scots, who offer’d to accept of a fum in 
grofs, for full difeharge of their arrears, to be a- 
greed on by commiffioners. Thefe concluded on 
four' hundred thoufand pounds, one Moiety of 
which to be paid before their going home, and the 
The king ot her within ftated terms. The delivering up of 
up to* the the king was a tacit condition of this agreement \ 
Eneiijb ar) d accordingly the Scots having received two 
*nd hundred thoufand pounds, which was fent down 
brought to to them, deliver’d die king, after he had been with 
v . • them 

Digitized by Google 



Oliver Cromwell.. 

them about niae months, into the hands of the par r 
lament’s eommillioners, who conducted him to 
Holmby-baufe in Nortbamptonftdre. Upon this Mr. 
Coke has cbefe reflections : “Thut this prince, who 
“ before had fhifwd the worthy members of par- 
“ li ament from one prifon to another, that they 
** might have no benefit of their Habeas-Corpus> 
*' is himfelf Shifted a prifoner from one place to a- 
” nother, without any hope of an Habeas-Corfus : 
J* He that before, by hisabfolutc will and pleasure, 
“ would without any law feize his fubje&s goods, 
“ and commit them to prifon; cannot now enjoy 
“ his own ellace in his own houfe : He that be- 
“ fore arbitrarily rais’d (hip-money, has not now 
** one lhip to command.” 


Chap. V. 

From the conclufi'on of the firfl and long civil 
war , to the king'sjieizure at Holmby by the 
army. 


P | ’HE king's party being fubdu’d by the parlia- 
1' rrtent, who had alfo got him into their hands, 
and the Scots having quietly left the kingdom, and 
fo the long civil war between the king and the par- 
liament, which had been maintained at the ex- 
pence of fo much blood and treafure, being entirely 
ended, the viftors began now to quarrel amongft 
themfelves ; and the differences and diflentions in 
the parliament and army, and chiefly between thofe 
two bodies, the civil and military powers, occa- 
fion’d a great deal of uneafinefs and trouble to the 
nation. The foundation of all this, as Ludlow tells 
us, were the high contefts between the Presbyterian 
and Independent parties, the one not enduring any 
fuperior, nor the other any equal. The Presby- 
terians, lays he, grafp’d at the whole power, pro- 
ceeding with equal bit cemefs againft all other fe&s r 

Da m 

. 


35 

1646. 

V/W 


Differen- 
ces arife 
between 
the parlia- 
ment and 

ardiyy 



36 He L I F E of . 

1646. as againft the epifcopal party; and finding them- 
felves fuperior in both houfes, little doubted of 
being able to reform the army, and new-model it 
again ; which, without doubt, they would have 
attempted, had not the death of the earl of EJfex, 
who deceas’d about this time, prevented them. 
This party prevail’d very much in the city, fo 
' that an addrefs was prefented to the parliament 
from the mayor and common-council, wherein af- 
ter acknowledging the care of the two houfes in 
the reformation of the church, fcfc. they defir*d, 
that fuch aflemblies as were privately held to in- 
troduce new fedte, might be fupprefs’d, and that 
thofe who were diftinguifh’d by the name of Inde- 
pendents, might be remov’d from all employments 
civil and military. Ludlow farther tells us, the 
forty in the houfe that were, for betraying the caufe 
of their country , became encouragers of fuch petition- 
ers as came to them from the city of London, and 
other places , for a fpeedy peace , and to fupprefs fefta- 
ries : 'The army, both officers and foldiers, were com- 
plain d againft , as bolding erroneous and fcbifmatical 
doctrines ; and for taking upon them to preach and 
expound the Jcripture, not being learned nor ordained. 
And as Cromwell efpous’d the Independent party, 
the parliament was particularly jealous of him, and 
was for taking meafures to difmifs him, and his 
The par- chief partizans, from their military pofts. Crom- 
liament W ell W as no lefs jealous of them, and beipg aware 
cfomwe/l w ^ at they defign’d, refolved to be even with 
and he of them. Ludlow tells us, that as he was walkingwith 
them. him one morning in Sir Robert Cotton's garden, he 
inveigh’d bitterly againft the parliament, and laid 
rtfs dif- familiarly to him. If thy father were alive, he would 
with! J ^ et f ome t ^ >m ^ ear w ^ at they deferve ; adding far- 

V Jcza there- ther. That it was a miferable thing to ferve a par- 
upon. liament , to whom let a man be never fo faithful, if 

one pragmatical fellow amongft them rife up and af- 
perfe him, he Jhall never wipe it off ; whereas, when 

one 
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r me femes under a general , be may do as mucbfer- 1646. 
vice , and yet be free from all blame and envy. 

Accordingly from this time Cromwell^ to 
fecure himfelf, and prevent the defigns of the Pref- 
byterians, made a ftrong party for military power, 
for which he had now a fair opportunity offer'd 
him: For the Presbyterian party in parliament, 
knowing that the army was moftly inclin'd to the • 
‘Independents, were eameftly defirous to break it i 
and the better to facilitate this defign, under the 
pretence of leffening their great charge, they re- 
folv'd on the disbanding of fome troops, and tranf- 1 647. 
porting others for the ferviceof Ireland. Cromwell He pro- 
having timely notice of this refolution, he, together mote f the 
with Ireton, infinuated to the foldiers, that the par- |^ u * of 
liament intended to disband theip without paying ,he pari»- 
them their arrears, or elie to .fend them into Ireland ment. 
tp die of ficknefs and famine. Upon this, the fol- 
diers broke out into reviling language agalnft the 
parliament •, and when the orders for disbanding 
fome, and tranfporting others, as before mention’d, 
were fent down to them, they refus'd tq comply 
with them. The parliament being inform'd of it, 
were very much offended at this behaviour of the 
army; but the prudence and moderation of major- 
general Skippon, in reporting the matter to the 
houfe, much abated the heat of their refentmenc , 
though feveral threatning expreffions came from 
fome of them ; which occafion’d Cromwell , then 
in the houfe, to whifper Ludlow in the ear, faying, 

Tbeje men will never leave , till the army pull them 
out by the ears . . 

This fpirit of oppofrtion being rais’d in the ar- Agitator* 
my, they began now more profeffedly to enter into 
competition with the parliament, and to claim a Prefer up 
fhare with them in fettling the kingdom ; and that by the ar- 
they might be upon a nearer level with them, they my* 
made choice of a number of fuch officers as they ap‘- 
proved, whiph was called the general’s council of 
D 3 officers. 
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1647. officers, and was to xefenahle the houfe of peers 5 
VTY^ and three or four out of each regiment, moll: cor- 
porals or feijeants, were chofen by the common fol- 
diers, and called Agitator* i, who were to anfwer to 
the houfe of commons. Theft two bodies met fe- 
verally, and examin’d all the affcs and orders of the 
« 'parliament towards fettling Ac kingdom, and re- 
forming, dividing, or disbanding the army ; and, 
after fome confutations, they unanimoufly refolv’d 
Their re- and declar’d, “ That they would not be divided or 
{blutions. “ disbanded, till their full arrears were paid, and 
** till full provifion was made fox liberty of con- 
“ fcience ; which they (aid was the ground of the 
** quarrel, tho’ hitherto there was fo little fecurity 
“ provided in that point, that there was now a 
“ greater perfecution againft religious and godly 
“ men, than ever had been in the king’s govern- 
“ ment, when the bifhops were their judges.” 
They added, “ That they did not look upon them- 
** felves as a band of Janizaries , hir’d and enter- 
“ tained only to fight their batdes ■, but that they 
“ had voluntarily taken up arms for the liberty and 
“ defence of the nation, of which they were a part ; 
“ and before they laid down thofe arms, they wou’d 
“ fee all thofe ends well provided for, that the peo- 
** pie might not hereafter foffer thofe grievances, 
“ with which they had formerly been opprefs’d.” 

. Th R e e or four of their own members being font 
to the houfe of commons with this declaration, they 
with great confidence deliver’d it at the har. And 
foon after, the foldiers drew up a vindication of 
their proceedings, directing it to their general 1 
wherein they complained of a defign to disband, 
and new-model the army ; “ Which they faid, was 
“ a plot contrived by fome men, who had lately 
** tailed of fovereignty, and being rais’d above the 
“ ordinary fphere of fervants, would fain become 
“ mailers, and were degenerated inta tyrants. 1 * 
For whiQh reafon they declared, ** That they would 

“ neither 
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** neither be employed for the fervice of Ireland , 1647. 
“ nor fuffer themfelves to be disbanded, till their 
“ defires were obtained, and the fubje&s rights and 
“ liberties ihbuld be vindicated and fecur’d.” This 
paper being fign’d by many inferior officers, the 
parliament declar’d them enemies to the ftate, im- 
prifoning fomeof them who talk’d loudeft : Where- 
upon they drew up another addrefs to their general, 
complaining, “ How difdainfolly they were ufcd 
** by the parliament, for whom they had ventur’d 
“ their lives, and fpilt their blood •, that the pri- 
“ vileges due to them as foldiers. and as fubjetts, 

** were taken from them j and when they, com- 
“ plained of the injuries done to them, they were 
“ abus’d, beaten, and imprifon’d.” 

Upon this Fairfax (who was indeed a Presby- Crtmvell 
terian, but was only general in name, Cromwell hav- 
ing got the afcendant over him, and having the Fairfax 
foie influence upon the army, which he manag’d only in 
as he pleas’d ) was prevail’d upon to write a letter to name ' 
a member of parliament, who read it to the houfe \ 
wherein he took notice of feveral petitions, which 
were prepar’d in the city of London x and other places 
againft the army ; adding, “ That it was look’d 
“ upon as ftrange, that the officers of the army 
“ might not be permitted to petition, when fo 
** many petitions were receiv’d againft them •, and 
“ that he much doubted, that the army might 
“ draw to a rendezvous, and think of taking fome 
“ other courfe for their own vindication.” 


The parliament was exceedingly troubled at 
thefe proceedings of the army. However, they re- 
folv’d not to fubmit to, or be govern’d by thofe 
who were their fervants, and liv’d upon their pay : 
And therefore, after many fevere expreffions againft 
the prefamption of feveral officers and foldiers, ' 
they declar’d, “ That whofoever lhould refufe, be- 
“ ing commanded, to engage in the fervice of Ire- 
“ hnd % lhould be disbanded.” lut the aripy would 


D 4 

Digitized by 


. by 

Google 



4o Tie LIFE of 

1647. > by no means recede from the refolutions they had 
taken, and falling into a dired and high mutiny, 
tion'of 2 the f° r the arrears due to them, which they hum 

parliament where, and how to levy for tbemfelves ; nor would 
againft the they be at all pacify'd, till the declaration of the 
army, af- parliament againft them was rafed out of their jour- 
ra&dout na l'book, and a month’s pay fent to them : Nor 
of their did this fatisfy them, but they (till gave out, “ That 
journal- «« they knew how to make themfelves as confide- 
book. «< rable as the parliament, and where to have their 
mittee of ** ^" ery ‘ ce better efteem’d and requited.** .This fb 
the parlia- ftartled the parliament, that they lent a committee . 
ment fent of the lords and commons, fome whereof were not 
to treat at a]] ungrateful to the army, to treat with a com- 
eommittee m * uee °f officers, upon the beft means to be ufed, 
of the ar- for compofmg thefe differences. By which method 
my- of proceeding the army feemed to be put upon a 
level with the parliament ; and this alfo difpos*d 
general Fairfax to a greater concurrence with the 
humour of the army, when he faw it was fo much 
comply’d with, and fubmitted tp by all men. 
Crtmntir s CROMWELL hitherto thought it necefiary to 

ment^with ^ ee P himfelf as fair with the parliament as poffible ; 
the parlia- f° r which purpofe, having a rare knack at diffimu* 
meat. lation, he would feem highly difpleafed with the in- 
folence of the foldiers, and being ftill in the houfe 
of commons, when any of their addreftes were pre- 
fented, inveigh’d bitterly againft their prefumption. 
He alfo propos’d, That the general might be’ fent 
down to the army ; who, he laid, would foon con- 
jure down this mutinous fpirit : And he was fo ea- 
fily believ’d, that he himfelf was once or twice fent 
to reduce them to order ; and having (laid two or 
three days with them, he would again return to the 
parliament, and make heavy complaints “ of the 
“ great licenfe that was got into the army; that, for 
** his own part, by the artifice of his enemies, arid 
“ of thofe who defir’d that the nation (hould be a 7 
“ gain imbru’d iiUjlood, he was render’d fo odious 

“to 
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“ to them, that they had deOgn'd to kill him. if he 
“ had not timely elcap'd oat of their hands.'* But 
notwithfianding this, he was greatly fufpeded by 
many, of having under-hand encourag'd the army's 
proceedings ; and the moft aftive officers and agi- 
tators were believ'd to be his own creatures, who 
would do nothing without his direction: So that it 
was privately refolv*d by the chief members of the 
houfe of commons, that when he came the next day 
into the houfe, which he feldom fail'd to do, they 
would fend him to the Tower. 

This deflgn could not be manag'd fo fecretly, 
but Cromwell got intelligence of it ; and fo when 
the houfe the next day expefted every minute to fee 
him come in, they had notice given them, that he 
was met out of the town by break of day, with only 
one fervant, making what hafte he could towards 
the army, where he had order’d a rendezvous of 
fome regiments of the horfe, and from whence he 
lent a letter to the houfe of commons, to acquaint 
them, “ That having the night before receiv'd a 
“ letter from fome officers of his own regiment, 
“ That the jealoufy the troops had conceiv’d of 
“ him, and of his want of kindnefs towards them, 
“ was much abated, fo that they believed, if he 
** would forthwith come down to them, they would 
“ all by his advice be foon reclaim'd *, upon this he 
“ had made all the hafte he could, and did find, 
“ that the foldiers had been abus’d by mifinforma- 
** tion; and that he hop’d to difcover the fountain 
“ from whence it fprung ; and in the mean time 
“ defir’d that the general, and the other officers 
“ of the horfe, or fuch as remain'd about the town, 
“ might be immediately fent to their quarters *, and 
“ he believed it would be very requiGte, in order 
“ to the fuppreffion of the late diftempers, and for 
** the prevention of the like for the future, to have 
a, general rendezvous of the army 1 , of which the 

“ general 
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** general would belt confider, when he eshni 
“ down ; which he wifh'd might be haften’d.** 
This account of GromwelF s management with 
the parliament, leads me to infert here what Sir 
Harbotle Grimjion related to btthop Burnet , concer- 
ning him, as we have it in the firft volume of the 
bifhop’s hiftory, p. 45. During the contefts between 
the army and the parliament (for we cannot exaftfy 
affign the time when this happen'd) two officers 
brought an account to Grimjion, that at a meeting 
of the officers, it being propos’d to purge the army 
better, that they might know whom to confide 
in ; Cromwell thereupon laid, he was lure of the ar- 
my, 'but there was another body that wanted more 
to be purg'd, namely the houfe of commons, and 
he believed the army only could do that. Gritnjlm • 
brought the officers to the lobby ofthe houle, where 
they were refolved to jollify what they had faid ; 

• and the commons having theA fomething in debate, 
he diverted it, faying, he had a matter of privilege 
6f the higheft nature to lay before diem, which con- 
cern'd the being and freedom of the houfe ; and 
then he accufed Cromwell of a defign to put a force 
upon them, and having his witnefles at the door, 
requefted they might be examin'd. Accordingly 
they were brought to the bar, and juftify'd all they 
had related to him, and gave a full account of what 
had pafs’d at the meetings of the officers *, which 
done they withdrew j when Cromwell falling down 
on his knees, made a folemn prayer to God, at- 
tefting his ipnocence, and his zeal for the interell 
of the houfe. This he did with great vehemence 
and many tears, and then made fo long a fpeech in 
his own vindication, that he tired the houfe, and 
wrought lb much on his party, that what the offi- 
cers uud, was fo little credited, that if it had been 
moved, Sir Harbotle believed, that both he and they 
had been font to the Tower. Crom well however no 
fboner got out of the houfe, but refolving to trull 

himfelf 
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fchnfelf no more with them, he- haftened to the 1647. 
army; and a few days after he brought them up, \/vs/ 
and forc’d a great many from the houfe. ’Twas 
his opinion, it feems, as the bifhop obferves, with 
many inthofe times, that in great occafions, when 
feme were call’d to extraordinary fervices, . they 
were excufed from the common rules of morality ; 
winch they thought was the cafe of the judges- 
among the Ifraelites. 

Another ftory related by Mr. Locke, in his and Mr. 
Memoirs relating to the life of Sir Anthony AJhley Ltckt*. 
Cooper , firft earl of Sbaft/bury , may be likewife 
proper to be here inferred. He tells us, it hap- 
pen’d one morning that Sir Anthony AJblty Cooper 
calling upon Mr. Hollis ( viz. after their reconcilia- 
tion, which he alfo relates) iR his way to the houfe, 
he found him in a great heat againfl Cromwell ’, 
faying, he was refolv’d to bring him to punifh- 
ment. Sir A. A. Clew'd him how dangerous fuch 
an attempt might be, eameftly diffuaded him from 
it, and told him it would be enough to get rid of 
him, by fending him with a command into Ireland , 
which, as things flood, he would be glad to ac- 
cept. But* this would not fatisfy Hollis ; and fo 
when he came to the houfe, he brought the matter 
to a debate, and it was moved, that Cromwell , 
and thofe guilty with him, fhould be punifhed. 
CromweU being then in the houfe, no fooner heard ♦ 
this, but he ftole out, took horfe, and polled to 
the army (which my author fays* as he remem- 
bers, was .at Triploe- Heath) where he informed 
them of what the Prefbyterian party was doing in 
the houfe, and made fuch ufe of it to them, that 
they now united together under him, who forth- 
with led them away to London , giving out mena- 
ces againfl Hollis and his party, who, with Staple- 
ton and fome others, were fain to fly * and thereby 
the Independant party becoming the ftronger, 

{hey as they call’d it, purged the houfe, and 

tufn’d 
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1647. turn'd but the Prelbyterians. Soon after Crom- 
y/W "well meeting Sir A.A. told him, I am bebolderrto, 
you for your kindnefs to me ; for you , I bear, were 
for letting me go without - pumfbment ; £#/ your 
friend , God thanked , wait not wife enough to take 

your advice. But to return: 

The king t The king was all this while at Holmiby: But the 
taken animolities between the parliament and army ftill 
*Ho 7 ii continuing and increafing, the agitators feared the 
an<i ’ parliament would now fqr their own fecurity re- 
brought to ceive him upon any terms, or rather put themfelves 
the arm/, under his pro'te&ion, that they might the better 
fubdue the army and reduce them to obedience. 
Wherefore, being inftigated thereto by Cromwell , 
they on the 4th of June fent cornet Joyce , one of 
their body, with a party of horfe, to take the king 
out of the hands of the parliament commiffioners, 
and bring him away to the army. Accordingly, 
Joyce about midnight drew up his horfe in order 
* before Holmby-houfe , demanding entrance. Colo- 
nel Greaves, and major-general Brown, who being 
alarm’d, had doubled the guards, enquiring his 
name and bufmefs, he faid his name was Joyce , 
a cornet in colonel Wballef s regiment,- and his 
bufinefs was to fpeak with the king. Being 
afk’d from whom, he faid, From myfelf, my er- 
•rand is to the kiqg, I tnuft and I will fpeak with 
him. Greaves and Brown commanded their men 
. within to ftand to their arms i but they feeing them 
to be their fellow-foldiers of the fame army, opened 
the gates, and ihook hands with them as old friends. 
The cornet plac’d his centinels at the commiffioners 
chamber-doors, and went himfelf by the back- 
ftairs, direftly to the king’s bed-chamber. The 
grooms being much furpriz’d, defired him to lay 
afide his arms, and allured him, that in the morn 
ing he Ihould fpeak with the king : But he with 
fword and piftol infilled to have the door opened, 

. and made lo much noife that it waked his majefty, 

who 
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who fent him out word, That be would not rife nor 1647. 
/peak with him till the morning ', upon which the 
comet retir'd in a . huff. The king getting up 
early in the morning, f§jnt for him, who with great 
botdnefs told his majclty, he was commanded to 
remove him. Whereupon the king defired the 
commillioners might be call'd ; but Joice faid, the} 
bad nothing to do, hut to return hack to the parlia- 
ment. Being aik'd for a light of. his inftruftions, 
he told his majelly be Jhould fee them prefently ; lb 
drawing up his troop in the inner court, Tbefe, Sir , 
faid he, are my instructions. The king having took 
a good view of them, and finding them to be pro- 
per men, well mounted and arm’d, told the cornet 
with a fmile. His instructions were in fair .chara- 
cters, legible without fpelling. Joyce then preffing 
the king to go along with him, his majefty refus’d, 
uplefs the commillioners might attend him; to 
which the comet reply’d. He was very indifferent , 
they might go if they would : So the king being at- 
tended by the commillioners of. the parliament, 
went along with Joyce,, and was that night con- 
ducted by him to colonel Montagues houfe at 
Hincbipgbrook , and the next night to Sir John Cult's 
at Cbilderjley near Cambridge. Here Fairfax, Crom- 
well, Ireton, Skippon , and many other officers came 
to wait upon the king, and fome of them killed his 
band. 'Tis faid. That Joyce being told, that the 
general was difpleas’d with him, for taking the 
king from Holmby, he anfwer’d, That lieutenant- 
general Cromwell bad given him orders at London 
to do all that be had done ; and indeed Fairfax now 
relign’d himfelf entirely to Cromwell's judgment, 
who led and governed him as he pleafed. And 
though he was at firft diflatisfy’d with . this pro- 
ceeding of Joyce, yet Cromwell foon appeafed him, 
by teprefenting to him, “ That nothing could have 
“ been done of greater advantage to the army and 
“ their generals, to the church and ftate, than * 

“ what 
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164.7. “ what Joyce had been doing : That the king was 
“ on the point of making an accommodation with 
“ the parliament, who had determin'd to fend 
“ colonel Greaves to fetch ‘him j and if Joyce had 
“ not fetch'd him, there wou'd have been an end 
“ of both officers and army, and all die pains they 
“ had taken for the poblick good, would not only 
“ have been ufeleis, but criminal.** . 

' 1 • 


Chap. VI. 

From the kings Jeizure at Holmby, to bis de- 
parture to the ifle of Wight. 


Eleven 
members 
impeach- 
ed by the 
army. 


T HE parliament receiv'd the news of die 
king’s feizure by the army, with theutmoft 
amazement and confternation : But this was not 
all ; for about this time, die army drew up a charge 
of high-treafon againft eleven members of the houfe 
of commons, viz. Mr. Denial Hollis , Sir Philip 
Stapleton , Sir John Clotworthy , Seijeant Glyn, 
"Mr Anthony Nichols , Mr. Walter Long , Sir William 
Lewis, Colonel Edward Harley , Sir William Waller, 
Colonel MaJJey , and Sir John Maynard ; for be- 
traying the caufe of the parliament, endeavouring 
to break and deftroy the army, fcfr. This charge 
was accompanied with a declaration, (hewing the 
reafon of wlfot they had done, affirming, that they 
were oblig’d by their duty fo to do, as they ten- 
der'd the prefervation of the publkk caufe, and fe- 
curing the good people of England from being a 
prey to their enemies. The great end of this charge 
of treafon, being rather to hinder thefe members, 
who were the chief of the Prelbyterian party, from 
ufmg their influence in the houfe (which was very' 
great) in oppofition to the proceedings of the army, 
than the proceeding capitally againft them, they 
determined rather voluntarily to withdraw them- 
felves, than to put the parliament or army to any 

further 
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farther trouble, or themfelm to any mote ha- 164.7 
zard- 

As thefe eleven members were; the chief of the 
Prefbyterian party in .parliament ; fo at the head 
of the oppofite party (who were all call’d Indepen- 
dents, tho* made up of men of different perfu^fi- 
ons, as well as of real Independents) were lieute- 
nant-general Cromwell, colonel Ludlow, John 
LiJU, Efq; Sir Henry Vane, Henry Marten, Efq» 

Sir Arthur Hq/lerigg, Sir Henry Midmay, lord Grey 
of Groby, \otdMonfon , Anthony Stapely, Efq; Mies 
Corbet, Efq; &?c. There was another party in the 
houfe of commons who declared for neither fide, 
as Mr. Pierpoinl, Buljlrode Whitelock, Efq; Oliver 
St. John , Efq; John Crew , Efq; Sir 1 homos Wid- 
drington, colonel Birch, Mr. COodwyn, Sir John 
Hippejly, &?<r. Who' fbmetimes voted with the 
Prefbyterian s, and fometimes with the Indepen* 
dems, as they thought conduc’d moft to the fer- 
vice of the ftate ; and generally they went with 
thofe who were for JdtisfaSHon and fecurity , till it 
was/known that the death of the king was meant 
by it. 

CRO MJV E L L*» great defign, was to hinder Cr»nwtll , » 
any -conjunction between the king and the Prefbv- de ( ? g 1 of 
terians ; and having now gotten him into his own S3 
hands j he was for endeavouring his reftoration, by by means 
means of the Independents, thinking that thereby o{ the in * 
liberty of confidence would be the better fecured, 
which the Prefbyterian hierarchy would not fo well 
admit of. And indeed the king himfelf began to 
think that his condition was alter’d for the better, 
and to look upon the Independent intereft as more 
confiding with Epifcopacy than the Prefbyterian, 
for that it might fubfift under any form, which 
• the other cqpld not do. What encourag’d the 
king the more, was, that he was much more civil- 
ly treated fince his being in the army, than he was 
before, whilft he was the parliament’s pfifoner at 

. Holmby . 
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1 647. Hdmby. He was now indeed to make his involun- 
C'V'O tary progrefs according to the motion of the army, 
and lo at length was brought to Bampton-Court j 
* but he was every where allow’d to appear in ftate 
and luftre, his nobility about him, nis chaplains 
in waiting, and all fervants permitted to attend in 
their proper places. The army had alio lent an 
addrefs to him full of proteftations of duty, be- 
leeching him,. “ That he would be content, for 
“ fome time, to refide among them, until the affairs 
“ of the.kingdom were put into fuch a pofture, as 
“ he might find all things to his own content 
“ and fecurity ; which they infinitely defired to 
“ fee as foon as might be, and to- that purpofe . 
Hisbehi- “ made daily, inftances to the parliament.” Crom- 
»iour to- well indeed thought fit at firft to be fomewhat up- 
wwd» the on re f erve j n this matter, for fear of increafing 
*' the parliament’s jealoufy of him. The lord Claren- 
don tells us. That he and Ireton had been with his 
majefty, without either of them offering to kjfs his 
hand ; that the king ufed all the addrefs he could 
towards them, to get fome promife from them, as 
knowing them to have the greateft influence upon 
the army j but they were fb referv’d, and flood fo 
much upon their guard, and fpoke fo few words, 
that nothing could be gather'd from what they laid ; 
and they defired to be excufed for not .feeing his 
majefty often, upon the great jealoufies the parlia- 
ment had of them, towards whom they profefied 
all fidelity. But after fome time, their behaviour 
towards his majefty was more free and open, they, 
vifited him more frequently, and had longer con- 
ferences with him ; and Cromwell in particular is 
faid to have promis'd him, ** That if he and his 
“ party would fit ftill, and neither aft or declare 
“ againfbthe army, they would reftqre him, and 
“ make him the moft glorious prince in Chriften- 
** dom.” Tho’ we are told, that in private among 
his friends, he boafted, “ That now he had got 
s. “the 
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“ the kinfc into his hands, he had the parliament 
** in his pocket." Hi* majefty was very fenfible 
that Cromwell and Ireton bore the greateft fway in 
the army, and that general Fairfax had little or no 
influence upon it. We are inform'd, that his ex- 
cellency conferi^d with the king in private, and in 
a particular manner offer’d him his fervice ; but 
upon his caking leave, his majefty faid to him, 
Sir, I hone as good itUetejl in tbe army as you : 
which expreffion, the general faid, was more 
Blocking, andoccafioned him more grief and vexa- 
tion, than at! the troubles and fatigues he had en- 
dured thro* the whole war. 

Thb news of the king’s being in the army, , and 
the civil treatment he met with from them, occa- 
fion’d the queen and prince of Wales, then in 
France, to difpatch Sir Edward Ford, who had 
married Ireton' 3 After, but had been an officer in 
the king's army from the beginning of the war, to 
found the defign of the army, and to promote an 
agreement between the king and them. Sir John 
Berkley was fikewife fent over upon the like errand •, 
and 'twas in his ihftruftions to procure a pafs for 
Mr. John AJhburnbam , to come and aflift him in 
his negotiation . Being on his way towards London, 
he was met by Sir Allen Appefly, who had been 
Keutenant-govemour under him at Exeter ; by 
whom he was acquainted, that he was lent to him 
ffohl lieutenant-general Cromwell, and fome other 
officers of the army, with letters and a cypher, as 
allb particular inftruftions to defire him to call to 
mind his'own dilcourfe at a conference with colonel 
Lambert, and other officers, upon the furrender of 
Exeter ; when having taken notice of the bitter re- 
proaches cafton the king by thofe of the army, and 
fuppofing that fuch difeourfes were encourag’d in 
order to difpofe mens minds for an alteration of the 
government ; he faid, “ That it was not only a 
** moft wicked, but difficult undertaking, if not 
. E “ impoffible 
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“ impoffible, for a few men, not of the greeted 
“ quality, ( to introduce a popular government, 
“ againft the king, the nobility and gentry, the 
“ Presbyterians, and the genius of the nation, for 
“ fo many ages accuftom’d to monarchy ; and ad- 
“ vis’d, That fince the Presbyterians, who had 
“ begun the war uport many fpecious pretences, 
“ were found to Lave fought only their own ad- 
“ vancements, by which means they had loft al- 
“ moft all their power and credit \ the Indepen- 
“ dent party, who had no particular obligation to 
“ the crown, as many of the Presbyterians had, 
“ would make good what the Presbyterians had 
“ only pretended to, and reftore the king aadpeo- 
“ pie to their juft and ancient rights -, which they 
“ were concern'd to do in point of prudence and 
“ intereft, there being no means under heaven 
“ more likely to fecure themlelves, and obtain as 
“ much truft and power as fubjefts are capable of ; 
“ whereas if they aim’d at more, it would be at- 
“ tended with a general hatred, and their own dc- 
“ ftruftion.” He was likewife order’d by Crom- 
“ welly to let Sir John know, “ That tho’ to this 
“ difcourfe of his, they then gave only the hear- 
“ ing ; yet they had fince found by experience, 
“ that all, or the greateft part of it was reafonable, 
“ and they were refolv'd to aft accordingly, as 
“ might be perceiv’d by what had already pals’d j 
“ and defir*d that he would prefent them humbly 
“ to the queen and prince, and be a fuitor to them 
w in their names, not to condemn them abfolutely, 
“ but to fufpend their opinion of them; and of 
“ their intentions, till their future carriage (hould 
“ nuke full proof of their integrity, of which they 
had already given fome teftimonies to the world v 
“ and that when he had perform'd this office, he 
“ would come back to England , and be an eye- 
“ witnefs of their proceedings.” 
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The parliament at this time fear'd nothing fo 1647. 
tniidi, as that die army would make a- firm con- v'W 
jun&ion with the king, and unite with his party, 
of which there was fo much fhew ; and many im- 
prudent perfons, who very much ddir*d it, bragg’d 
too much of it ; whereupon the two houfes fent a v 
committee to his majeftyj with an addrefs of ano- 
ther ftrain than they had lately us’d, making 
many proteftations of duty, and declaring, “ That 
“ if he was not in all refpefts treated as he ought 
' “ to bey and as he defir*d, it was not their fault, 

“ who were defirous he might be at full liberty, 

“ and do what he would.” The army at the fame 
time was not without jealoufy, that the king heark- 
en’d to fome fecret propofitions from the Presby- 
terian party, and defign’d to make an abfolute 
breach between the parliament and the army j 
, which occafion’d Ireton to fay to him. Sir, you 
have an intention to be arbitrator between the parlia- 
ment and us , and we mean to be fo between you and 
the parliament. The king, in the mean time finding 
himfelf courted on all hands. Was fo confident of 
his own importance, as to imagine himfelf able to 
turn the fcale to what fide foever he pleafed. In 
this temper he was when Sir John Berkley came to 
him ; which he did, after leave obtain’d from 
Cromwell., who alfo confirm'd with his own mouth 
what Sir Allen Appejly had before communicated to 
Sir John, with this addition, “ That he thought Hi* di£ 

• ‘ no man could enjoy- his life and eftate quietly, • , 
** unlefs the king had his right*, which, be /aid, w ' tum| 
** they had already declared to the world in gene- 
“ ral terms, and would more particularly very 
“ foon, wherein they would comprize the feveral 
** interefts of the Royalifts, Presbyterians, and In- 
44 dependents, as far as they were confident with 
“ one another.” Some time after, ’tis laid, Sir 
John meeting him at Reading , as he was coming 
from the king at Qaverfham, Cromwell told him, 
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“ That he had lately, fen the cendcreft fight that 
“ ever his eyes beheld, which was the interview 
“ between the king and his children j” and wept 
-plenrifolly at the remembrance of it, faying, “ That 
“ never man was fo abus’d in his finifter- opinion 
** of die king, who he thought was the am up* 
“ right and confcientieus man in the three kmg- 
“ dorps ; that the Independent party' were iniinue- 
•** ly oblig’d to him, for not confentiqg to the pro- 
“ pofitions lent to him at Newcafile, which would 
“ have totally ruin’d them, and which his tna- 
“ jetty’s intereft feem’d to invite him to.” Con- 
cluding with this wilh, “ That God would, be 
V pleas'd to look upon him, according to the fin- 
“ cerity of his heart towards the king.” 

The army in general, as well as Cromwell, ap- 
peared at this rime to be very zealous for the king’s 
intereft, and yet they feem’d fomewhat to, fufpeft 
the reality of one another’s intentions. Some of 
the principal agitators, with whom Sir John Berk- 
ley convers’d at Reading , declared to him their jea- 
loufy, that Cromwell was not fincere for the king,' 
and defied him, if he found him falfe, to inform 
them of it, promifing, that they would endeavour 
to let him right, either with or againft his will. 
Major Huntingdon , an officer in Cromwell’s regi- 
ment, who was entrufted by him to command the 
guard about his majefty, became wholly devoted 
to the royal intereft, and by, the king’s order brought 
two general officers to Berkley, as perfbns in whom 
he might confide. Thefe two difeoutss’d frequently 
with him, and allur'd him, “ That a conjunction 
“ with the king, was univerfally defir’d by the offi- 
“ .ficers and agitators, and that Cromwell and Ire- 
“ ton were great difiemblers, if they were not real 
“ in it ; but that the army was fo bent upon it at 
* ‘ prefent, that they durft not Ihew themfelves other- 
tf wife.” They likewife inform’d him, “ That 
“ propolals were drawn up by Jreton, wherein 
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•* Epiftiopacy was wot requir’d to be abolifh’d, nor 1 647. 
“ any of the .king’s party wholly ruin’d, nor the 
** militia to be taken away from the crown and • 
advis’d, “ That his majefty would without delay 
*•* confent to them, there being no affurance of the 
“ army, which they had obferv’d already to have 
“ changed more than once.” Cromwell himfelf 
was alfo doubtful of the army. In all his confe- 
rences with Berkley , he appear’d exceeding defirotw 
of a fpeedy agreement with the king, infomuch 
drat he fometimes blam’d Jre/tf»*s*flownefs in per- 
fecting the propofals, and his backwardnefs in 
coming up to his majefty’s fenfe*, and on the other 
hand would wifh, that Sir John Berkley would adl 
more frankly, and not tie himfelf up by narrow 
principles •, always declaring. That be doubted the 
army would not ptrftft in tbeir good intentions to* 
boards the king. 

By this time Mr .A/hbtirnbam was arrived, to the Mr. AJh- 
king’s great fatisfaflion . Sir John Berkley convers’d hurnbam 
chiefly With the agitators ; but AJhbumham was foon amves ' 
of anothrt- mind, and openly declar’d, That having 
always us’d the beft company, he would not con- 
verfe with fuch fenfelefs fellows as the agitators * 
that if the officers cojuld be gain’d, they would, 
without doubt, be able tocommand their own army, 
and that he determin’d to apply himfelf wholly to 
them. Hereupon there was foon obferv’d a great And cor-" 
familiarity between him and Wi bailey, who com- ^fj£ mds 
manded the guard that attended the king, as alfo Crtmwtll. 
a clofe correfpondenoe with Cromwell and his fon- 
in-law Iretm, meuages daily palling from the king 
to the head-quarters : Which foon gave the reft of 
the army a fufpicion of fome private treaty being 
,ca 3 rry*d on With the king ; who being likewife en- 
couraged by the Presbyterian party (the lord Lau- 
derdale, and feveral of the city of Iandon, alluring The king 
him, that they would oppofe the army to the death) difliltesthe 
when the propolals were brought to him, and his 
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1 647. concurrence humbly defied by the army, he enter- 
tained their commiffioners with very difobliging 
language, faying, That no man lhould fuller for his 
fake, and that he repented of nothing io much, as 
that he pafifed the bill againft the earl of Strafford ; 
and that he would have the church eftablifhed ac- 
cording to law by the propolals ; for there was no- 
thing mention’d in them concerning church-govem* 
ment, The propolals were indeed much more mo- 
derate than thofe fent to him from the parliament \ 
but he unhappily thought, they proceeded only 
from the necdfity they had of him, and in difcour- 
fing with them, would frequently ufe thefe or the 
like expreffions, Tou (onnot do without me ; you w ill 
fall to ruin, if J do not fufiain you. Not only the 
officers of the army who were prefent, but the 
king’s own party, appear’d exceedingly aftoni(h’<i 
at this kind, of proceeding ; whereupon he began 
to foften, his former difcourfe, but it was too late ; 
for colonel Rainsborougb, who feem’d leaft of all 
At which to clefirp an agreement with him, immediately go- 
ft* d' f " Wt from the conference, went dire&ly to the 

*° ed ’ army, and gave them to underftand what treat- 
ment their commiffioners and propolals had met 
with from the king. 

Let us now lee how matters flood between the 
parliament, army, and city at this time. The 
city, who hated the army, had their militia fettled 
on the 4th of May, in the management of the 
Presbyterians, who were very diligent in compleat- 
ing their cgmpanies : But this was contrary to the 
defign of the army, and judg’d to beaconfpiracy , 
pgainft it ; whereupon Fairfax , who in every thing 
was influenc’d by Cromwell, upon the 10th of 
June wrote a letter to the parliament. That the 
militia of the city of London might be put into the 
ponds of fetch as were better affefied to the array. 
This the parliament quiedy fubmitted to, and 
July 23d repeal’d the ordinance of the 4th of May. 
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The common-council being hereupon aflembled, 1647. 
refold’d to petition the parliament again ft it, which '^r sJ 
they accordingly did on the 26th •, and prefcntly 
after, many thouiand citizens, young men and ap- 
prentices, went in a body and deliver'd another 
petition, letting forth, ** That to order the city’s 
“ militia was -the cit/s birth-right, belonging to 
** them by charters confirm’d in parliament ; for 
“ defence whereof, they had ventur’d their lives 
** as for as the army ; and therefore they defil'd, 

“ that the militia might be put again into the fame 
“ hands, in which it was put with the parliament’s 
“ and city’s confent, by the ordinance of the 4th 
“ of May'* Upon the reading of this petition, 
the houfe of peers immediately revoked the ordi- 
nance of the 23d of July., and renewed that of the 
4th of May , and lent it down to the commons for 
their cenfent ; which they durft not refufe, the The par- 
apprentices behaving themfelves fo infolcnt)y, that ! ,a f m , en j 
they would fcarce let the door of the houfe be (hut, m te ‘ 
and fome of them got in amongft them : And 
fome time after, when the houfe broke up, the 
fpeaker was forced back into the chair, by the vio- 
lence of the multitude, who detain’d him and. the 
members, tiH they oblig’d them to pafs a vote, 

That the king Jbould come forthwith to London ; and 
another, That he Jbould be invited to come with honour , 
freedom , and fafety. And then both houfes ad- 
journ’d for four days. 

In this interval, feveral members, and the fpeak- Where- 
ers of both houfes, being apprehenfive of danger “P°"^ ve ' 

. from fuch tumults, repair'd to the army, complain- £ rs m fl v m to 
ing of the violences upon the parliament. The the army 
army could not have defir’d a greater advantage P rote - 
than this gave thern, who therefore receiv'd the ft,on ‘ 
two foeakers with the members, as fo many angels 
lent from heaven for their good, lhewcd them all 
imaginable refpe&, profefled all fubmifiion to them, 
as to the parliament of England , an 4 declared, That 
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they would r e-eft abhfi them in their fit M power , of 
perifh in the attempt. After the four days adjourn- 
ment, the remainder of the parliament met ; and 
both houfes miffing their fpeakers, chofe them new 
ones, and paffed the following votes. Firft, That 
the king Jhould come to London. Secondly, That 
the militia of London jboidd he authorized to raife 
forcet for the defence of the city. Thirdly, That 
power be given to the fame militia to chafe a general. 
Fourthly, That the eleven members impeached by the 
army , jhould refume their feats in parliament. 

The citizens armed with thefe powers, proceed 
to raife' forces under the command of frailer, Maf- 
fey , and Pointz \ but they were very much difcou- 
raged in their proceedings by the news of die gene- 
ral rendezvous of the army upon Houtftom- Heath, 
where the two fpeakers appeared with their maces, 
and fuch members as accompanied them, viz. the 
earls of Northumberland, Salisbury , and Kent, the 
lord Grey of IVerke, the lord Howard , the lord 
Wharton , the earl of Mulgrave, and the lord Say, 
and fix lords more, with the earl of Mantbefter , 
their Speaker •, and about a hundred members of the 
houfe of commons, with their fpeaker,Mr. Lentbal. 
Befides, the borough of Southwark was generally 
for the army, which was now marching towards 
London , to reftore the members who fled to them, 
to their places and authorities. Part of the army 
feized upon the block-houfe at Gravefend , and 
block'd up the city by water towards the Eaft, aijd 
the general with the reft of the army, towards the 
IVeJl. Upon this, the aldermen and common- 
council of the city deferted their three generals, ' 
and fent to Fairfax for a pacification ; which he 
granted them upon thefe conditions. Firft, That 
they Jhould dejert the parliament then fitting , and the 
eleven members. Secondly, That they jhould recal 
their late declaration. Thirdly, That they Jhould 
relinquifh their prefent militia. Fourthly, That they. 
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fi otdd deliver up to the general all their forts, and the 164.5. 
tower of London. Fifthly,, That they fhould dijband 
aU the forces they bad lately raifed, and do all things 
dfe, which were neceffary for the publick tranquility. 

The next day, Cromwell march’d to fVeftmin- And re- 
fier, and placed the guards in the court, ih the hall, fores 
and even at the doors of the two houfes : and a lit- *° . 
tie after, general Fairfax conduced the feveral 1 eir e * t *“ 
members who had fled to the army, to their feats 
in parliament *, where they annulled all the alts and 
orders, which had palled fince the 26th of July. 

Two days after, the army march’d, as it were, in 
triumph thro* the city, the general leading the 
avant-guard, major-general Skippon the main body, 
and Cromwell the rear-guard ; and all the foldiers 
having laurel-branches in their hats. After this 
pompous march, the army was difhibuted into 
quarters, in Kent, Surrey , and EJfex ; and thus 
they Surrounded the city. 

The city being fubdued, and the parliament F»aions 
and army feemingly reconciled, there now arofe arifc In the 
differences in the army itfelf. The "agitators, no arn,y * 
longer inclin'd to an agreement with the king, 
were very much difturbed at feme of the great of- 
ficers, who were ftill for promoting fuch an agree- 
ment : And many in the army complained of the 
intimacy of Sir John Berkley and Mr. AJbburnham, TJj^ 
with the chief officers of the army, declaring to crm~ ° 
the council of agitators, that the doors of Cromwell teeir» 
and Ireton were open to them, when they were 
fhut to thofe of the army. Cromwell was very un- yjjg/ e 
eafy at thefe difcourfes, and inform’d the king’s 
party of them, telling AJhburnbam and ’ Berkley, 

“ That if he were an honeft man, he had faid 
“ enough of the fincerity of his intentions ; and if 
“ he were not, nothing was enough ; and there- 
“ fore he conjured them, as they tendered the 
“ king’s fervice, not to come fo frequently to his 
“ quarters, but to fend privately to him; the 
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** fufpicion of. him being growing lb great, that he 
“ was afraid to lie in them himfelf.” Thus the 
agitators, who were fuppofed to be firft let up by 
Cromwell to oppofe the parliament’s defign of dif- 
jbanding, began to be very troublefome to him, 
and were at length fo fet againft him, that he was 
forced for his own fafety to make his peace with 
them, by abandoning the king’s intereft: as we 
jhall lee hereafter. 

About three weeks after the army enter’d Ian- 
dotty the parliament thought fit to addrefs them- 
felves to die king, in the old propofidons of New- 
caftle , fome particulars concerning the>5co/j only 
excepted. His majefty advifing with Berkley and 
Afttburnhanty and fome others about him, upon this 
matter, ’twas concluded to be unfafe for him to 
treat with the parliament, whilft the army were the 
mailers: And fome lay, that inftru&ions were given 
by Cromwell and other officers. That if the ting 
would affent to their propofols , lower than thofe of 
the parliament , the army would fettle him again in 
bis throne. However it was, the king thought fit 
to wave the parliament’s propofidons, or any treaty 
upon them, and defired a perfonal treaty upon the 
propofals of the army. The officers of the army 
having feen hisanfwer before it was lent, feem’d to 
be very well pleafed with it, and promifed to do 
all they could to procure a perfonal treaty ; and ac- 
cordingly Cromwell and Ireton, and many of their 
party in the houfe, prels’d his majefty’s defires with 
great earneftnefs ; but, contrary to their expecta- 
tions, they met with a vigorous oppofidon from 
fuch as had already conceiv’d a jealoufy of their pri- 
vate agreement with the king, and now thought 
themfelves fure of it ; the fufpicions of them grow- 
ing fo ftrong, that they were look’d upon as betray-, 
ers of the caufe, and loft almoft all their friends in 
the parliament. The army likewife, which lay then 
about Putney t were np lefs difiatisfy’d with their 
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proceedings, of which they receiv'd daily informa- 1647. 
tion from thofc that came to them from London ; 
io that the agitators began to complain openly in The ar ; 
council, both of the king and the malignants about 
him, and declar'd, “ That lince the king had re- gainflhim. 
“ jedted their propofals, they were no farther en- - 
“ gag’d to him*, but that they were now to con- 
“ fult their own fafety, and the publick good, and 
“ having the power devolved upon them by the 
** decifion of the fword, to which both parties had 
appeal’d, and being convinc’d that monarchy 
“ was inconfiftent with the good of the nation, they 
“ refblve to ufe their endeavours to reduce the go- 
“ vernment of England to the form of a common - 
*' wealth, They alfo defigned to have feiz’d AJh- 
hurnbom and Berkley , for negotiating the treatythdy 
fuppoe’d to have been carried on between the king The fury 
and Cromwell ; and carrying their fury yet further, of th . e a 8‘- 
were refolv*d to wteft the king out of the hands of tator ** 
the two traitors, as they call’d Cromwell and Ireton. 

Thefe dungs ftruck a great terror into thefe two 
leaders, fo that they thought it necefiary to draw 
the army to a general rendezvous, which they could 
the better bring about, becaufe moft of the great 
officers were ftill well affedted to the king, and 
difliked thefe proceedings of the agitators, whole 
exorbitant power they hoped by that means to fup- 
prefs. But the agitators having notice' of the in- 
tended rendezvous, and gueffing at the defign of it, 
ps’d their utmoft endeavours to prevent it, and re- 
folved before-hand tofeizeonthe perfonof the king. 

CROMWELL in the mean time acquainted the Cr m 
king with the danger he was in, and alluring him wtir» ad- 
of his red fervice, protefted to him that it was * ice the 
not in his power to undertake for his fecurity in the 
place where he now redded. Hereupon the king f r0 m 
was refolved to make his efcape from Hampton- Hampton- 
Court j and fbme advifed him to fecurc his perfon CoUTt - 
by leaving the Idngdom: §ut to this he objedt^d, 
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1647- that the rendezvous being appointed for the n esc 
h/'V"'-' week, he was unwilling to quit the army till that 
was over", becaufe, if the fuperior officers pre- 
vailed, they would be able to make good their 
engagements ; if not, they moft apply themfelvea 
to him for their own fccurity. Several other ad- 
And goes vices were offer’d him 5 but he at laft refolded to go 
to the to the ifle of Wight, being very probably, as Lud- 
j®?. ® f low obferves, recommended thither by Cromwell, 

>& *' who, as well as the king, had a goocf opinion of 

colonel Hammnd the governour, who was one of 
the army. Purfuant to' this refolution, the king 
left Hampton-Court in the night, Berkley and AJb- 
burnham with fome others accompanying hirp ; and 
on the 1 3th of November they all went over to the 
ifle of Wight, being condu&ed thither by Hammond 
himfelf, who the day before came to wait on his 
majcfty at Tttehfield. 


Chap. VII. 

From the king's ejcope from Hampton-Court, 
and departure to the ifle cf Wight, to the 
breaking out of the fecofid civil war. 


T H E parliament being inform’d of the king’s 
withdrawing himfelf from Hampton-Court , 
was in a terrible conftemation, and immediately 
pafs’d an ordinance, declaring, ** That it fhould 
** be confifcation of eftate, and lofe of life, for any 
“ to harbour, or conceal the king’s perion, with- 
“ outgiving information to the parliament.” And 
being now moftly devotee} to the army, they caufed 
fome of the moft noted prelbyterians houfes to be 
fearched ; and fent poflt to all the ports of the king- 
dom, “ That they might be fhut, and no perion 
“ be permitted to embark, left the king in drfguife 
“ fhould tranfport himfelf.” And a proclamation 
was publifhed, for the banifhing all fuch as had 
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em tern arms for die king, from theefcy, or any 1647.' 
place within twenty miles of it. But within two 
days their fears, were all remov'd by CromweiPs in- Crom f tl1 
forming the houfe, 4t That he had receiv’d letters the^ik- 
** bun colonel Hammond, of the king^s coming to meet with 
“ die ifle of Wight-, and that he renaatn-d there in 
w Garijbroek- CajHe till che parliaments pleafure 
** fliouto be known.” Me at the> fame time affiir’d 
them, “ That colonel Hammond was fo hoheft a 
44 mao, and fo much devoted to their ferviee, that 
** they need not fear his being corrupted by any 
“ body.” And all this relation he made, fays my 
lord Clarendon, wick, fo unufual a gaiety, that all 
men concluded, that his majefty was where Crom- 
well defir’d he lhould be. 

Aw»vt this time the agitatom of nine regiments The rife 
efhorfe, and' fever* of foot, prefented a writing to of the le. * 
the general, and afterwards to the parliament, de- veUetK 
daring; 

U 44 That the people being unequally diftri- 
bntsd by counties, cities and boroughs, for e- 
“ kdion of their deputies in parliament, ought to 
“ be more indifferently proportioned according to 
44 die number of Inhabitants. 

2. “ That this prefent parliament be dif- 
“ felved by the lad day of September next. 

3. “ That die people do of courfe chufe 
“ themfelves a parliament once in every two 
44 years. 

4. “ That the power of this, and all other fu- 
“ tore reprefentatives is inferior only to theirs who 
“ chufe them, and extends, without the confenc 
44 of any other perfon, to die enabling, altering, 

44 and repealing of laws; to the eroding and abo- 
44 liflsing of offices and courts ; to the appointing, 

** removing, and calling to account, magiftrates 
“ and officers of all degrees ; to the making war 
44 and peace ; to the treating with foreign dates; 

44 and generally. to whatfoever is not referved by. 

* 44 thofe 
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“ thofe reprefented to themfclves.” And here 
theydeclare, “ That imprcffing or conftraining 
“ any tofcrve in the war, is againft freedom, and- 
“ not allowed to the reprefentatives. 

“ That in all laws every perfon be bound a* 
“ like} and that tenure, eftates, charter, degree, 
“ birth, or place, do not confer any exception 
* ( from the ordinary courfe of legal proceedings 
** whereunto others are fubje&ed.” And 

“ That the laws mult be equal and good, 
“ and not deftruftive to the fafety and well-being 
** of the people. 

“ These they declar’d to be their native rights, 
* c which they were refolv'd to maintain, and not 
“ to depend, for the fetdement of their peace and 
“ freedom, upon him that intended their bondage 
* ( [meaning the king] and brought a cruel war up- 
“ on them.” Thus the agitators grew ftill bolder, 
and were refolv’d to accomplilh their defigns } and 
thefe with their adherents were now called Lcoel- 
lers , and occafioned great difturbance to the par- 
liament and in the army, as likewife the trial and 
death of the king. They were call’d LeveUers in 
deriflon only, and becaufe they held that no per- 
fon, of whatever rank, ought to be exempted from 
the ordinary courfe <f legal proceedings } but as for 
what is laid of their being againft all degrees of 
honour or riches, it is utterly falfe. 

The time for the general rendezvous being 
come, they who were of this party, to diftinguifh 
themfelves, appear'd every one with a paper in his 
hat, with thefe words written upon it, The rights 
of England, and the confent of the people •, fignify- 
ing thereby, that their defign was to abolifh, not 
only monarchy, but alfo the houfe of peers, and to 
eltablilh a pure democracy. This was what colo- 
nel Rainjborough. one of their leaders, affifted by 
Eyre and Scot , went about foliciting from one re- 
giment to another, ftirring up the foldiers againft 
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Fairfax , Cromwell, and the other general officers. 1647. 
But Cromwell was refolv’d to endeavour the fup- 
predion of this licence : For which purpde, being 
accompany’d with divers officers, he with a won- 
derful brifknefs and vivacity, rode up to one of the well. • 
regiments, which wore the diftinguilhing marks, 
and commanded them to take them out of their 
hats ; which they refilling to do, he caus'd feveral 
of them to be feiz’d, and knock’d two or three of 
them on the head with his own hand; and then 
the others hearts failing, they fubmitted to him. 

He order'd one of thofe whom he had feiz’d to be 
fliot dead upon the place, and deliver'd the reft 
into the hands of the marlhal, and having difpers*d 
the army to their quarters, wrote an account of his 
proceedings to the parliament ; who being very de- 
lirous to have this fpirit quell'd in the army, re- 
turn'd him the thanks of the houfe. 

The levellers being thus fubdu’d, and the par- The pat. 
liament and army being now pretty much of a tern- ^SerT 
per, 'twas agreed, that a perional treaty fhould be treaty 
offerd to his majefty, on condition, that as a pledge with the 
of his future fincerity, he would forthwith grant 
his royal afient to four preliminary bills. The firft he” would 
of which was for invefting the militia in the two firft par* 
houfes: The fecond , for revoking all proclamations fijUr 
and declarations againft the parliament : The third , 
for making void of all fuch titles of honour, as had 
been conferred by his majefty, fince his leaving the 
parliament ; and that for the future, none lhould 
be granted to any perlbn without confent of the 
parliament: And the fourth, that the houfes lhould 
have power to adjqurn themfelves as they lhould 
think fit. The Scotch being not included in this 
treaty, their commiflioners fent a large declaration 
in very high language to the two houfes at Weft- 
minfter , protefting againft the lending of the four 
bilk, and preffing for a perfonal treaty with the 
king at London, upon fuch propolitions as lhould 
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i (>47. be agreed on by the advice and content of the two 
kingdoms. But the parliament was to be aw'd 
only by the army v and lb they order'd die printer 
of die Scoteb declaration to be committed, and 
diet* lent them back an anfwcr full of reproof and 
contempt. 

Before we lee what reception the four bills met 
with from his majefty, let us obferve how matters 
pars’d in the army fince the late Rendezvous. Lud • 
lot v, as great an enemy to CromweU as to the king, 
gives us the deareft account of the fudden turn of 
afiairs there, which was to the great damage, and 
even the ruin of the king’s intereft j whom there- 
fore I lhall follow upon this occafion. 

A large He informs us, that colonel Hammond and'Mr. 
Crm - 1 °‘ -Afiburnbam had frequent conferences with the king, 
JtiFt re- who had made fuch promifes to Hammond * that he 
concilia- exprefs’d his eameft defire, that the army might 
*w Wit 7 rcuroe their power, and rid themfelves of the agi- 
and tsitors, whofe authority, he faid, he never lik’d, 
his quit. To this end he fent one Mr. Traugbton, his chap- 
ting the lain, to the army, to advife them to make ufe of 
m ‘ their late fuccefs againfr the agitators ; and foon 
. after he eameftly prefs’d the king to fend feme of 
thole who attended on him, to the army, with 
letters of compliment to Fairfax , and others of 
greater confidence to Cromwell and Ireton. He al- 
fo wrote to them himfelf, “ Conjuring them by 
“ their engagements, their honour and confcience, 
“ to come to a fpeedy agreement with the king, 
** and not to expofe themfelves to the fantaftick 
“ giddinefs of the agitators.” Sir John Berkley 
was appointed by the king, in purfuance of Ham- 
mond's advice, to go over to the army ; who taking 
with him Mr. Henry Berkley his coufin, went over 
• from the ifland with a pals from the governour. of 
Cowes. Being on his way towards the army, he 
met Mr. Traugbton, on his return, between Bagfhot 
and Winifor t who inform’d him, 'Thatbcbad no 

good 
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-food news to carry back to bis majejly , the army hav- 
ing enter'd into new refolutions concerning bis per/on. 
He had not gone much farther, before he was met 
by comet Joyce* who told him, “ That he was a- 
“ ftonifh’d at his defign of going to the army, for 
'* that it had been debated amongft the agitators, 
“ whether, in juftification of themfelves, the king 
** fhould be brought to a trial of which opinion 
he declared himfelf to be. Sir John however re- 
folv’d to go to the army, and being arriv*d at 
JVindforj went to the general’s quarters, where the 
officers of the army were* aflcmbled. Being ad- 
mitted, he deliver’d his letters to the general, who 
receiving them, order’d him to withdraw. Having 
waited about half an hour, he was call’d in, when 
die general, with fome feverity in his looks, told 
him. That they were the parliament's army , and 
therefore could fay nothing to. the king's motion about 
peace , but muft refer tbofe matters , and the king's 
letters to their confideration. Sir John then look’d 
upon Cromwell , Ireton, and the reft of his acquain- 
tance ; byt they faluted him very coldly, and fhew- 
ing him colonel Hammond's letter to them, fmil’d 
with difdain upon it. 

Finding himfelf thus difappointed, Berkley 
went to his lodging ; where having ftaid two hours 
without any company, he at laft order’d his fcr- 
vant to go out, and fee if he could find any of his 
acquaintance. The fervant going out, met with 
one who was a general officer, who bid him tell 
his mafter, that he would meet him in fuch a place 
at midnight. They being accordingly met, the 
officer acquainted Berkley in general, that he had 
ti6 good news to tell him ; and then proceeding to 
particulars, faid,' “ You know, that I and my 
“ friends engag’d ourfelves to you ; that we were 
“ zealous for an agreement, and if the reft were 
*• not fo, we were abus’d : That fince the tumults 
“ ip the army, we did miftruft Cromwell and Ire- 
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“ Jon \ whereof I informed you. I come now to 
“ cell you, that we miftruft neither, and that we 
: “ are refolved, notwithftanding our engagement, 
V to deftroy the king and his pofterity ; to which 
“ purpofe Ireton has made two proportions this 
“ afternoon ; one, that you fhould be font prifo- 
■f*. ner to London -, the other, that none mould 
fpeak with you upon pain of death j and I do 
now hazard my life by doing it. The way de- 
ftgn’d to ruin his majefty, is to fend eight hun- 
• u dred of the moft difaffefted in the army to fe- 
cure his perfon, and' then to bring him to a trial, 
“ and I dare think no farther. This will be done 
44 in ten days s and therefore if the king can ef-. 
“ cape, let him do it as he loves his life.” 

Sir John being exceedingly troubled at this re- 
lation, ask’d his friend the reafon of this change, 
feeing the hug bad done all things in compliance with 
the, army, and the officers were become fuperior fine t 
the laft rendezvous. Whereupon he gave him this 
-account : 44 That though one of the mutineers was 
** foot to death, eleven more imprifon’d, and the 
. “ reft in appearance over-aw’d, yet they were ft> 
“ far from being fo in reality, that two thirds of 
“ the army had been fince with Cromwell and Irt- 
“ ton , to let them know, that fho* they were 
“ fure to periih in the enterprize, they would leave 
“ nothing unattempted to bring the whole army 
* ( to their fenfe ; and if all foil’d, they would make 
“ a divifion in the army, and unite with any who 
“ would aflift them in the deftrudtion of their 
“ oppofers. That CromweU and Ireton reafon’d 
44 thus with themfelves, If the army divide, the 
44 greateft part will join with the Presbyterians , and 
“ will moft probably prevail to our ruin ; or we Jhall 
44 be obliffd in fucb a manner to apply ourfelves to 
44 the king , as rather to beg than offer any affifiancc ; 
44 which if the king fhall give, and be fo fortunate 
,4 as to prevail j if be fhall then pardon us, it will 

44 be 
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b« «ll we can expeft, and more than we can affurt 1647. 
our/elves of: And thereupon concluded. That if 
they could not bring the army to their fenfe , it 
was beft to comply with them , <z divifon being ut- 
terly deftruBive to both.” In purfuance therefore 
of this refolution, lieutenant-general Cromwell em- 
ploy’d all his thoughts and endeavours to make his. ' 
peace with the party that was mott fet again ft the 
king ; pretending, as he knew well enough how 
to do on fudi occasions. That the glory of this world 
bad fo dazzled his eyes, that he could not difeern clear- 
ly the great works that the Lord was doing. He alio 
fent comfortable meffages to the prifoners he had 
leiz’d at the late rendezvous, afluring them, that 
nothing Ihould be done to their prejudice •, and by 
thefe and the like arts, he perfected his reconcilia- 
tion with the levelling party. 

Si R John Berkley returning to his lodging, dif- 

K tch’d his coulin to the ifle of- Wight with two 
ters j one to colonel Hammond, giving a general 
account, and doubtful judgment of affairs in the 
army •, another in cypher, with a particular rela- 
tion of the conference he had with the foremen- 
tioned general- officer, and a moft earneft fuppli* 
cation to his majefty, to think of nothing but his 
immediate efeape. The next morning he fent co- 
lonel Cook to Cromwell, to acquaint him that he 
had letters and inftru&ions to him from the king : 

But Cromwell return’d him anfwer by the meflen- 
.ger, That be durft not fee him, it being very dange- 
rous to them both ; afluring him, that he would ferve 
the king as long as be could do it without his own 
ruin •, but he defir*d, (bat it might not be expelled, 
that be Jhould perijh for bis fake. 

Thus we have feen the motives, that prevailed 
on this famous general to abandon the king's in- 
tereft. AM much the fame account is given by 
Salmonet, who will not at all be fufpe&ed of being 
partial to Cromwell : So that if he hitherto a&ed 
F 2 fincerely 
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1646. fincerely in his defign to fcrve the king* as is moft 
probable, they who charge him with having con- 
trived his ruin from the beginning of die civil wars, 
afcrihe to him more refined and more ambitious 
views than he really had. He was indeed ambiri- 
- ous enough, and was as good as any at the art of 
didimulation : But certainly nothing hinders,- but 
a diffembkr may fometimcs be in earned \ and 
his ambition might be gratify*d by the private 
treaty, that was fuppofed to be carried on between 
him and the king, by dipularing fuch honours and 
advancements for himfelr and family, as fuch a fer- 
vice (viz. reftoring the king to his throne) might 
reasonably lay claim to. 

Story of An d here I cannot omit another account, that is 
the king’s gi ven by fome, of Cromwells falling off from the 
C nm xM' king, and deferring his intered. They, tell us, 
that there was a report, that Cromwell made a pri- 
vate article with the king, That if bis majijli 
clold with the army's propofals, he Jhould be made 
earl tf Effex, knight of the garter, and firft captain 
of the borfe-guards ; and Ireton was to be made lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. Other honours and employments 
were likewife dipulated for Cromwell's family and 
friends. But the king was lo uxorious, that he 
would do nothing without the advice of his queen, 
who not liking the propofal, he fent her a letter 
to acquaint her. That though be affented to the ar- 
my's propofols , yet if by Jb doing he could procure 
peace , it would be eafur then to take off Cromwell, 
than now be was the bead that governed the army. 
Cromwell ', who had his fpies upon every motion of 
the king, intercepted this letter, and thereupon 
relblv’d never to trud the king more. This indeed 
is laid to have happen’d before the king left Hamp- 
ton- Court : For upon this they tell us, that Crom- 
well fearing he could not manage his defigns, if 
the king were fo near the parliament and city as 
Hampton- Court, gave him private information, that 
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he was in no fefety there, by reafon of the hatred 4647. 
which the agitators bore him ; and that he wouM 
be more fecure in the iQe of Wight. Hereupon the 
king, whilft the parliament and Scotch commiffio- 
ncrs were debating his anfwer to their propofuions, 
made his eicape from Hampton-Court j as before 
related. 

I can fay nothing to the truth of this ftory, but 
leave it to the reader to judge of it as he thinks fir. 

Only thus much I may obferve, that F. Orleans 
fays, ’Twas believed in France , that the king had 
deceiv’d Cromwell 5 though he makes this to be 
purely the effect of Cromwell’s artifice. And die 
lord Clarendon fpeaks of Cromwell’s complaining 
that the king could not be trufted, though he makes 
his whole carriage towards his majefty to be no- 
thing but hypocrify and diffimulation, in order to 
bring about his own defigns. However, I fhall fet ■ 
down his words. AJhibumham and Berkley , fays he, 
receiv'd many advertifements (which was a little 
before the king’s efcape) from fome officers with 
whom they had rnoft convers'd, and who would 
have been glad that the king might have been re- 
ftor*d by the army, for the preferments, which they 
expetted might fell to their fiiare. ** That Crom- 
“ well and Ireton refolv’d never to truft the king, 

“ or do any thing towards his reiteration.” And 
a little after, he fays, That Cromwell hintfelf ex- 
port ulated with Mr. AJhibumham , and complain’d, 

“ That the king could not be trufted, and that he 
4t had no aflaftion or confidence in the 'army, but 
“ was jealous of them, and of all the officers ; that 
** he had intrigues in the parliament, and treaties 
“ with the Prefbyterians of the city, to raife new 
** troubles *, that he had concluded a treaty with 
“ the Scotch commiffioners to engage the nation &- 
“ gain in blood : And therefore he would not be 
“ anfwerable, if any thing fell out amifs, and con? 

** frary to expectation.” 

, F 3 Agree- 
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1647. Agrebable enough to this account is the re- 
r vyv>J lation given by the author of the memoirs of the 
f « m » r : lord Brogbill , of a difcourfe that palled between 
courfebe- lord and Cromwell , whiHt he was in Ire- 

tween him land, in 1650. He informs us, that the lord 
•nd lord- Brogbill being in difcourfe with Cromwell and Ire- 
Brogbill. tQn ^ U p 0n t h e f u bjeft of the king’s death: 
Cromwell laid, If be [the king] bad followed bis own 
mind , and bad bad trufty fervants about him , be bad 
fool'd them all : Adding, We bad once an inclina- 
tion to have come to terms with him , but fometbing 
that happened drew us off from it. The lord Brog- 
bill feeing they were both in a good humour, 
alk’d them. Why, if they were inclined to clofe 
with him , they bad not done it ? Upon which Crom- 
well frankly told him, ? 'be reafon of our inclination 
to come to terms with him , was, we found the Scots 
and Presbyterians began to be more powerful than 
'we, and were ftrenuoufiy endeavouring to ftrike up an 
agreement with the king , and leave us in the lurch 1 
wherefore we thought to prevent them by offering more 
reafonable conditions : But while we were bufted with 
tbefe thoughts, there came a letter to us from one of 
our fpies, who was of the kings bed-chamber , ac- 
quainting us, 'that our final doom was decreed that 
day : IVbat it was be could not tell, but a letter was 
gone to the queen with tbe contents of it, which let- 
ter was fewed up in tbe skirt of a faddle , and tbe 
bearer of it would come with tlx faddle upon Ins 
head about' ten o'clock tbe following night t6 tbe 
Blue-Boar- Inn in Holborn, where be was to take 
borfe for Dover. Tbe meffenger knew nothing of tbe 
letter in the faddle ,- but fome one in Dover did. H^e 
were then at Windfor \ and immediately upon tbe re- 
ceipt of tbe letter from our fpy, I reton ana I refolved 
to take a trufty fellow with us, and in troopers ha- 
bits to go to tbe inn ; which accordingly we did, and 
fet our man at tbe gate of the inn to watch. The 
gate was Jhut, but the tpickel open, and our man 
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Jtaid to give us notice when any one came with a fad- 1647. 
die upon bis bead. Ireton and I fat in a box near 
the wicket, .and call'd for a cam ofbeer, and then an- 
other, drinking in that ddfgmft till ten <? clock,. when 
our centindgave us notice that the man with the fuddle 
was tome % upon which we immediately roje ; and 
when the man was leading out bis borfe fuddled , we 
came up to him with our fuiords drawn, and told, 
him we were to fearcb all who went in and out there; 
but as be looldd like an bontft fellow , we would only 
fearcb bis fuddle ; which we did, and found the let » 
ter we looPd for ; and opening it. , read the contents, 
in which the king acquainted the queen, he was now 
courted by both the factions, the Scotch Presbyteri- 
ans and the army ; that which of them bid foireft 
for him ihould have him} that he thought he 
fhou’d clafe fooner with the Scots than the other. 

Upon which we fpetded to Windfor, and finding we 
were not likely to have any tolerable terms from, the 
king, we immediately refill? d to ruin him. 

Fox. a conclufion, 1 fhall fet down what Dr. 
fVellwood, in his memoirs, fays, concerning this 
matter. “ As every thing, fays be, did contri- 
** bute to the foil of king Charles I. fo did every 
** thing contribute to the rife of Cromwell: And 
“ as there was no defign at firft againft the king’s 
** life, fo it is probable that Crotnwell had no 
“ thoughts, for a long time, of ever arriving at 
“ what he afterwards was. It is known, he was 
“ once in treaty with the king, after the army had 
“ carried hia majefty away from Hdmby-baufc, to 
“ have reftored him to the throne ; which proba- 
“ bly he would have done, if the fecret had not 
** been like to take vent, by tbe indifcretion of 
** fome about the king } which pufh’d Cromwell 
“ on to prevent his own, by the ruin of the king.” 

Howevex it was (for thefe things muft (fill re- 
main under fome confoGon) it is certain, as the 
lord Clarendon obferves, that a few days after the 

F 4 king’s 


Digitized by 


Google 



•ji 7%e LIFE of 

1647. king's departure from Hampton-Court , and after it 
v^'v-o'was known he was in the ifle of Wight, there was 
**“!!■* a meeting of the general officers of the army at 
at WinJJer Windfor (very probably the fame which Ludlow 
refolve to mentions, into which Sir John Berkley was admtt- 
have the ted) where Cromwell and Ireton were prelent, to 
fiirntalt 0 oonfidcr what Ihould now be done with the king 
And 'twas refolved, That he fbould be profecuted 
for bis life as a criminal perfon. This nrfolution, 
however, was a great fecret, whereof the parlia- 
ment had not the lead notice or' fufpicion but 
was, as it had been, to be led on by degrees to do 
what it had never defigned. 

Thep*!’- Ths parliament’s comtniffioners being arrived 
four*bilh ® l ^ e of Wight, prefented the four prelimina- 
prefented *7 bills with the propofitions on them to his ma- 
to hira. jelly j and the next day the Scotch commiffioners 
waited on the king, and entered their protellation 
to this purpofe, “ That they had endeavoured all 
** ways and means, with the parliament of Eng-, 

** land, for furthering a happy peace ; but hav- 1 
** ing feen the propofitions and bills brought to 
** his majedy, which they apprehended prejudi- 
** cial to religion, the crown, and the union be- 
“ tween the two kingdoms ; they therefore, in 
41 the name of the kingdom of Scotland ,' declared 
<* their diffent." The king having no mind to 
pals the four bills, and gueffing what might thence 
enfue, began to think of making his efcape. And 
general Fairfax lent a letter to the houfe of com- 
mons to acquaint them, that there had been fome 
meeting in the ifle of Wight , with an intention to 
relcue the king \ for which realbn he had lent or- 
ders to the governor, to have a drift guard upon 
his majefty’ s perfon. Whereupon' the parliament 
agreed, that his excellency be required totake fjje- ^ 
cial care, for fecuring the king’s perfon in the ca- ' 
.flic of Carifirook , and that Hammond Ihould obey 
his farther orders and directions. 
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Thk commiffioners of the parliament were by 1647. 
this time come back with the king’s anfwer, which 
.imported, fiat be bad refufd to pafs the bills , or " e J^ ofe> 
to make a compofure iri that way ; but bad barely of- t j, e ^ 
fet’d a perfinal treaty. Upon this there fbHowed 
a long debate in the houfe, and many fevere and 
bitter fpeeches were made againft the king. A-' 
mong the reft, Cromwell declar’d, “ Thait the Cromotirt 
“ king was a man of great parts and great un- fpeech in 
“ derftanding ; but withal fo great a diflembler, houfe 
“ and fo falfe a man, that he was not to be truft- ‘ ercUF ° n ' 
“ ed.” And thereupon ke rehear fed feveral parti* 
culars whilft he was in the army : fiat the king 
vnfbed fucb and fucb things might be done ; which 
being done to gratify him , be was difpleafed, and 
complained of it : That whilft be profeffed with all 
ftlemnity , that be referred bimftlf wholly to the par - 
liament , and depended only on tbeir wifdom and 
counfel, for fettling and cmpofing the diftraftions of 
the kingdom, be at tie fame time bad fecret treaties 
with the Scotch commiffioners, bow be might embroil 
the nation in a new. war, and deftroy the parliament : 
Concluding, “ That they might trouble them- 
“ felves no further with fendihg meflages or farther 
“ propofitions to the king, but that they might 
“ enter upon thole counfels, which were neceffa- 
“ ry towards the lettlement of the kingdom, with- 
“ out having farther recourfe to him.” Thole of 
his party leconded this motion with new reproaches 
upon the perfon of the king ; and after feveral 
days (pent in paf&onate debates on this matter, the 
houfe of commons voted, Fir ft, “ That they will Votes of 
“ make no farther applications or addreffes to the 
“ king. Secondly, That no addreffes or applica- t othe 
t* tions be made to the king by any perfon what- king. 

“ foever, without leave from the parliament. 

“ fbirdly, That they will receive to more mef- 
“ feges from the king} and that no perfon do 
f* prefymf to bring any meflage from him to the 

“ parlia- 
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1647. “ parliament, or any other perfon. Fourthly , 

“ That the perfon or perfons who fhali make 
** breach of thefe orders, fhali incur the penalty of 
“ high treafbn.” And to thefe votes the lords 
foon after agreed. 

A further Some give a latter account of the fpeeches of 
thefpee- ■ Cromwell and Ireton in this grand debate. They 
chej of fay, that Ireton was the firft that fpake with warmth, 

Cromwell and that Cromwell feconded him ; and that from 
and Irttn. t h e king’s refilling to fign the four afts, they in- 
ferr*d, “ That he had fufficiently declared himfelf 
“ for arbitrary government:” and alledged, 
“ That he was no longer the protestor, but the 
“ tyrant of his people •, and confequently, that 
“ they were no longer his fubje&s, and that they 
“ ought to govern without him ; that their long 
“ patience had avail’d nothing ; and that it was 
“ expefted from their zeal to their country, that 
“ they fhould take fuch refblutions, as were wor- 
“ thy of an aflembly with whom the nation had 
“ entrufted their fafcty.” They add, that as thefe 
two perfons were not only members of the houfe, 
but alfo chiefs in the army ; after they had firft 
fpoketi under the former character, they fpake a- 
gain in the other, to this effeA : That they were 
well perfuaded of the parliaments good intentions , 
and were ajfured , that without Suffering tbemfelves 
to be amujed any longer , they would defend the, na- 
tion by thir own proper authority , and by the courage 
of tbofe valiant men , that were enrolled under their 
banners , who by their mouths gave them affurances of 
their fidelity, which nothing could /hake. But have 
a care, faid they, that you do not give the army, 
who facrifice tbemfelves for the liberty of the nation, 
any grounds to fufpett you of betraying them ; and 
dorft oblige them to look for their own Jafety , and 
that of the nation, in their own Jlrength, which 
they defire to owe to nothing, but to the fieadinefs and 
vigour of your rejolutions. This was a bold fpeech. 
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if true •, and ’tts farther (aid, that Cromwell, at the 1647. 
conclufion of it, clapt his hand upon his fword. y/v^ 
Thus the parliament and army were united a- 
gainft the king and now colonel Rainjborough , 
one of the chief of the Levellers, was appointed 
admiral of the fleet and two or three members 
of the houfe of commons of that party were fent 
down to the head quarters at Windfor , with orders ' 
to difcharge from cuftody captain Reynolds , and 
fome others, who had been imprifoned by the offi- 
cers of the army, for endeavouring to eft eft that 
which they themfelves were now. doing -, and to 
exhort the officers to ufe their utmoft endeavours 
inwards a fpeedy fettlement. 

, But notwithftanding this conjunftion of the 1648. 
parliament and army, they could not enjoy their Difcon- 
power and authority without great difturbance and 1>f 
oppofition. The votes of non-addrefs had ex- thepeople. 
ceedingly enrag’d the Prefbyterians as well as the 
royal party *, and the people in general began to 
be very uneafy and difcontented. Taxes and im- 
pofltions were continually iocreafed, and became 
almoft an infupportable burden to the nation, and 
yet there was no likelihood of coming to a fettle- 
ment (or the eafe of thefe grievances ; and mod 
believed there would never be any till the king 
was reftor’d. Upon this, the people in many parts 
of the kingdom began to exert themfelves in the 
behalf of their fovereign, who, however clofely 
confined in the ifle of Wight, (till held a correfpon- 
dence in England and had intelligence from thence. 

Several, petitions were brought to the parliament by 
great numbers of people, in a tumultuous manner, 
for a perfonal treaty with the king ; of which the 
chief were thole of Surry, Effex and Kent : And in 
many places, the people began to think of taking 
up arms for compafling thefe deligns. Befides, the 
Scots, purfuant to their treaty with the king, were 
Peking all poflible preparations for raifing an ar- 
my s 
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1648. my*, wherein the Prelbyterians and Cavaliers join'd^ 
WOTV* tho’ with different views *, and the Prefbytcrians in 
England , difcours’d freely of great hopes from the 
other kingdom. Thus the dark clouds began to 
gather apace, and in a Ihort time a fecond civil 
war infefted the whole nation. 

Cromotiri In the mean time, as Ludlow cells us, lieutenant- 
manage* general Cromwell procur’d a meeting of feveral 
’ leading men of the Prefbyterian and Independanc 
p ‘ parties, both members of parliament and minifters, 
at a dinner in JVejlminjler. in order to promote a re- 
conciliation between the two interefts: But he found 
tt a work too hard for him to heal the differences 
and animofities of thefc two prevailing parties, one 
of which would endure no fuperior, the other no 
equal; lb that this meeting came to nothing. 
He con- Another conference was by his contrivance 
c onfe r ence b^cl in K ing-fireet, between thofe call’d the gran- 
b« tween dees of the houfe and army, and the common- 
the gran- wealth’s-men ; in which the grandees, of whom 
dee* and Cromwell was the head, deliver’d themfelveS with 
wwjThV fome uncertainty, and would not declare their o- 
ncn. pinions either for a monarchical, ariftocratical or 
democratical government, maintaining that any of 
them might be good in themfelves, or for the na- 
tion, according as providence fhould direct : Whilft 
the commonwealth’s-men would have it, that mo- 
nnrchy was neither good in itfelf, nor for the na- 
tion, and us'd feveral arguments to confirm their 
opinion, recommending at the fame time the efta- 
blifhment of an equal commonwealth ; notwith- 
Handing which the lieutenant-general profels’d him- 
felf for the prefent to be unrefolv’d ; and the next 
day palling by Ludlow in the houfe, he told him, 
That be was indeed convinc’d of the defir eablenefs of 
what was propos’d , but not of the feafiblenefs of it. 

He court* CROMWELL , however, in thefc times of 
inon- 0 ” 1 ' difficulty and danger, thought fit to court the corn- 
wealth monwealth party, and to that end invited fome of 
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them to confer with him at his chamber. The ne*t 1 648. 
time he came to the houfe of commons, he inform’d 
Ludlow of it, who freely told him, "That be knew 
bow to cajole and give them good words , when be bad * 
occafion to make ufe of them. Whereupon with fome 
palfion he faid. They were a proud fort of people , and 
only conftderable in tbeir own conceits. At another 
time he complain’d to Ludlow , as they were walk- 
ing in the Palace-yard , of the unbappinefs of biscon- 
dition , having made tbegreateft part of the nation bis 
enemies , by adhering to a juft caufe : But his greateft 
trouble he faid was, That many who were engaffd ■ 
in the fame caufe with him , bad entertairid a jea- 
loufy and fufpicion of him ; which be affirm'd to be a 
great difcouragement to him. This Ihews, that not- 
withftanding his late reconciliation with thole call’d 
Levellers , they ft ill fufpeded he was not true to tbeir 
caufe j and yet, that he found himfelf under a ne- 
ceffity of keeping as fair with them as poffible. 

Tumults and infurre&ions ftill increafing, and 
all things feeming to threaten a new war, Crom- 
well thought it likewife neceflary to preferve a good 
underftanding between thd parliament and army. 

He therefore got the general to write to the houie 
of lords, to allure them of the army’s fubmiffion, 
and that they would ad nothing but in concert with 
the two houles, and by their order. .Being likewife 
■ afraid of the city, he propos’d in the houfe of com- 
mons to unite the interefts of the parliament, the . 
city, and the army, and to make them (as he faid) 
invincible, by making them infeparable. So a He endea- 
treaty. was fet on foot, in which indeed the army voun * 
was not mention’d, only that the two regiments union 
that had come into the city upon fome difturbance e 
there, Ihould be withdrawn ; but the treaty only merit, ar- 
mention’d the two houfes, and the city: And this “d 
conjunction was fufficient for Cromwell at prefent ; Clt ^* 
for he thereby prevented the union which the city 
was upon the point of concluding with the Scotch 
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16 48. royalifts ; and befides, die power which the army 
i/VV had in the houfe, was at this time fufficient to fe- 
. cure the city to them. But let us now fee, how the 
fecond civil war was manag’d; and the great fharc 
Of fucoefs our lieutenant-general had therein. 

~ > " — — - 

\ 

Chap. VIII. 

"Tbejecond civil war, and Cromwell’* aSlions 
in it. 

Thebe- * I 'HE firft that attually took up arms, were 
ginning of £ the JVelJh •, and this they did under the con- 
dv/wtf ^ duct °f major-general Laugbom , colonel Payer 
, ’ colonel Powel, who had all three been formerly 

very zealous in afting on the parliament’s fide i 
but being now to be difbanded by order of the 
council of war, they refus’d to obey; and the bet- 
ter to fecure themfelves, declar’d for the king, and 
afted by commiffion and powers from the prince 
of Wales. Major-general Stradling , and other 
royalifts, joining with Laugborn, he foon had 
the appearance of a confiderable army, which very 
Ihortly enabled him to pofiefs himfelf of the town 
and caftles of Pembroke and 'Tenby \ at which rime 
Cbepjlow Caftle was likewife furpriz’d by Sir Ni- 
cholas Kemijh. The preparations in Kent for a war 
were not lefs formidable ; for great numbers in that 
country rendezvoufing near Rocbejler , they chofe 
Goring earl of Norwich, who was then with them, 
for their general ; and they foon receiv’d a confi- 
derable addition to their ftrength, by great num- 
bers of apprentices and reform’d officers and fol- 
diers daily flocking from London to their quarters ; 
which fo frighted the two houfes, that they pre- 
fently reftor*d to the city their militia ; and Skippon 
being re-admitted to the command of their forces, 
they interrupted the communication with Kent , by 
placing guards upon the pallages of theriver. The. 
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-increafe of the Kmtifb forces lb animated the 1648. 
Teamen, that a confiderable part of the navy, 

-with captain Batten, fometime vice-admiral to 
<he earl of Warwick, revolted from the parlia- 
ment, and pot themfelves under the power of 
prince Charles, But the forced ftorm was threat- 
ijedfrom the preparations in die North, where Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale , and others of the king’s 
party, having furpriz'd the ftrong town of Berwick, 
and Sir Philip Mujgrame , and Sir Thomas Glembam, 
that of Carlifle , had rais'd a confiderable body to 
join with the Scats', who were now about to enter 
England with a powerful army. Befides this, the 
earl of Holland, with the duke of Buckingham , the 
lord Francis his brother, die earl of Peterborough , 
and fome other perfons of quality, having form'd a 

n of about five hundred horn with fome foot, 
is majefty*s fervice, appear'd with them near 
Kingflon, and declar'd againft the parliament. Se- 
veral caftles were feiz*d and declar'd for the king \ 
and among the reft Pomfret was artfully furpriz'd 
by major Morrice : And there was fcarce a county 
in England , where there was not fome affociation 
forming to appear in arms for the king. 

These vigorous preparations for a war became froceed- 
very formidable to thofe at Wejtminjler ', who here- 
upon appointed a committee of fafety for the com- [hereupon, 
monwealth, which daily fat at Derby- houfe, and 
confided of twenty periods, viz. feven lords, and 
thirteen of the houfe of commons, pf whom lieute- 
nant-general Cromwell was one. This committee 
had power given them to fupprefs all tumults and 
infurreftions, and for that end to raife forces as 
'they law occafion. And then for the more fpeedy 
Tupprefiion of the feveral infurre&ions, the army 
was divided, and fmall parties fent to thofe places 
where the royal ids were weaked. Fairfax, Lambert 
and Cromwell commanded the reft, everyone march- 
ing a feveral way \ Fairfax into Kent, Lambert into 
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1648. the north, and CromweB into Wales., who was after* 
wards to march into the north and join Lambert. 
?** *” ! %tn ~ , Thi earl of Holland and duke of Buckingham 
^ tHM >0a> were fo®* 1 defeated by a party of horfe and foot that 
was font after them, under the command of Sir 
Michael Livefey. The earl was taken prifoner j 
the duke, after lofing his brother, the lord Francis + 
narrowly efoap'd, and went over to France. The 
earl of Warwick r, with the fleet equipped for him 
4 . by. the parliament, fell down the river towards 
prince Cbarles % who with the revolted fhips had 
block’d up the mouth of the Thames , where he lay 
fome time in expectation, prefuming that the earl 
would not fight him, and might perhaps come over 
to him : But perceiving, by the manner of his ap-_ 
proach, that he was miftaken in that particular, he 
thought fit to make all the fail he could for the coaft 
of Holland. The caftles of Deal and Sandwich were 
reduc’d by colonel Rich * and many of the revolt- 
ed fhips not finding things according to their ex- 
pectation, return’d to the obedience of the parlia- 
ment. In the mean time general Fairfax routed 
the Keniijh royal ifts at Mmdftme , and drove the 
ford Goring with his men into Effex ; where, tho* 
join’d by the lord Capely Sit Char lei Lucas , Sir 
George lijle y and others, Fairfax forc’d them to 
fhut themfelves up in ColcbeJler y where he befieg*d 
them, and lay before the place a long time *, but 
having com pel I’d them at laft to furrender upon fuch 
conditions as he would .allow them. Sir Charles Lu- 
cas and Sir George Lijle were foot to death by fen- 
tence of the council of war, and the lords Goring 
and Capel y were font prifoners to Windfor-Caflle. 
But pafflng by thefe things, as not fo immediately- 
concerning our prefont defign, let us foe what (hare 
• of glory lieutenant-general Cromwell acquir’d by 
his fuccefles in this war. 

His bufinefs, as before hinted, was to reduce the • 
king’s party in Wales. In order to effect this, he 
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fent colonel Horton thither before him, with about 1648. 
three thoufand horfe, foot, and dragoons, he him- 
felt following with as many forces as could be fpared 
from the army. Being within three or four days WaUt, 
march of the colonel, he received information, that difpatche* 
Laugborn with an army of near eight thoufand, ^rten be. 
had engag’d him at St. Fagoris in Glamorganjhire ; ote 
that upon the firft charge his forces gave ground ; 
but afterwards reflefting on the danger they were 
in, the country being full of enemies, they charged 
the van of the royalifts, where the belt of Laug- 
born’s men were, with fuch fury and refolution, 
that they obliged them to give way ; which thole my. 
in the rear, being moftly new-rais’d men, perceiv- 
ing, they began to fhift for themfelves: Upon . 
which Horton’s men profecuted their advantage with 
fo much vigour and fuccels, that the whole body 
of their enemies was foon routed, fifteen hundred 
flain, and near three thoufand taken prifoners. 

Upon this Cromwell haftens to join him *, and in CrtmotH 
his march comes before Cbepjlow , where they drew befieges 
out fome forces againft him : But colonel Pride's 
men fell on fo furioufiy that they gain’d the town, 
and beat the foldiers into the caftle ; which being 
ftrongly fortify’d, and well provided, Cromwell fent 
to Brijlol for fome great guns, and haftening into 
PembrokeJInre, left colonel Ewer to profecute the 
fiege ; who having made a breach on the 2 5th of 
May, refolutely attack’d and carried the caftle fword 
in hand ; Sir Nicholas Kemijh, who commanded 
there, being flain, and an hundred and twenty ta- 
ken prifoners. 

CROMWELL being arrived in PembrokeJInre , Stonns 
firft ordered the ftorming of Tenby with colonel Tenty. „ 
Overton's regiment, and part of Sir W. Conftable's , 
commanded by lieutenant-colonel Read and fo 
after feveral furious afliiults, the towp firft, and 
then the caftle furrendered upon mercy. 
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1648. LAUGHORN and Powel, after their defeat by 

colonel Horton , efcap’d to Pembroke, which Payer 
'prmtnh ^ e P r ^ or Here they thought themfelm 

tovvn'and when Cromwell appearing, befieg’d them 

uiile. himlelf in perfon in that place : But that dreadful 
name did not fo difeourage them, but that being 
fully perfuaded that the flopping of that general 
would be as good as a viftory, when the pariia- 
ment had fo much work on their hands dfewhere, 
they refolved to (land out, and defended them- 
felves long enough to have wearied out almoft any 
other man, as little us'd to be baffled as Cromwell. 
Oh the contrary, the rumour of the Scotch invafion 
daily increafing, animated the lieutenant-general to • 
employ all his (kill and vigour for the reduction of 
this important place. The garrifon within, as has 
been faid, was ftrong and refolute, and the place 
'well fortify’d, which however he was refolved to 
attempt by ftorm ; and falling on with lingular 
courage, met with gallant refinance : After which, 
not thinking it advisable to expofe his men to new 
hazards, he determined to gain that by famine* 
which could not lb well be effefted by force. And - 
this he was the rather induc’d to do, for that he 
had certain intelligence of the (mall quantity of pro- 
vifions they had in the town and caftle ; and then, 
divifions began to arife amongft them, which at 
length grew to that height, that the foldiers were 
ready to mutiny againft their commanders ; crying 
out, We J hall be Jlarved for two or three mens plea - 
Jura, better it were that we Jhould throw them aver 
the walls. Accordingly, Cromwell order’d drift 
guard to be kept in his trenches, to keep them 
from running out ; which order being well obferv’d, 
they were compell’d at length to defire a parley, 
and on the 1 ith of July furrender’d the town and 
caftle to him upon articles. Laughorn , Poyer , and 
Powel , and lbme other officers, furrender’d them- 
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Sir Henry Sfradliag, and about ten more officers and 1 648. 
gentlemen* were to depart the kingdom within fix w'V’V 
weeks* and not to return in two years *, and all the 
reft to have liberty to go to their homes, and not 
to be plunder'd. The fick and wounded were to 
be taken care oft the towns-men not. to be plun- 
der’d, but to eqoy their liberty as formerly ; and 
together with the town and caftle, the arms, am- 
munition and provifions were to be deliver’d up to 
lieutenant-general Cromwell, for the ufe of the par- 
liament. Longhorn, Poycr, and Powel were after- 
wards condemn’d by fbntence of a court-martial ; 
but having the favour to draw lots which of them 
fhoukj die* the other two to be fpar*d, the lot fell 
upon cofonel Foyer, who was accordingly fhot to 
death in Covent-Garden. 

A90V t the time that Pembroke was reduc’d, duke The 
Hamilton enter’d Etglatid with an army of about invade 
twenty thoufand Scots, who were farther ftrength- England. 
en '4 by the accefivon of about five thoufand Eng- 
tijh, under die command of Sir Marmaduke Lang - 
dale. Scotland was at this time divided into two 
parties, very violent in their oppofition one to the 
other } the rigid Preibyterians, who lb ador’d the 
Covenant , in the ftri&eft fenfe of the letter, that 
they would not depart from the moft rigid claufe 
in it, and were utterly againft having any thing to 
do with the Cavaliers in this expedition ; and thefe 
were headed by the marquis or Argyle : And the 
Hamiltonian party, who were in effeft for reftoring 
the king without any terms, tho’ at the fame time, 
in order to the more eafy compafiing of their de- 
figns,, they pretended a great veneration for the 
fame Covenant. Now, tho* the former was a 
ftrong party, and their number very great ; yet the 
others nad manag’d fo dexteroufly in getting fuch 
elections of members for the parliament, as might 
eqable them to carry their point, that when it 
came to a trial in that afiembly, the anti- covenan* 
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1648. tcrs carry’d all before them ; fo that inftead of the 
marquis of Argyle, the duke of Hamilton., who 
was the chief of this latter party, was appointed 
general of their army, all the inferior officers being 
* of the fame mould and principle *, infomuch that ■ 
the pulpits, which before had proclaimed this war, 
now accompany’d the army that was marching in- 
to England, with their curfes. 

The houfe of commons receiving intelligence 
that the Scots had invaded England, declar’d them 
to be enemies, and order’d lieutenant-general Crom- 
* well to advance towards them, and fight them. 
Cromwell Accordingly,’ having compleated the redu&ion of 
marches Wales, Cromwell march’d towards the North with 
i»cainft all his power } and fent to major-general Lambert , 
them. defiring him not to engage with the Scots, till he 
came up to him and join’d him. Lambert there- 
fore (kilfully endeavour’d, rather to harrafs the 
Scotch army than to fight it ; and chofe rather to 
let them advance, that they might have the longer 
way to retreat ^home ; and he found his talk with 
them much the eafier, by reafon of their feveral 
unfcafonable halts, by which means the army was 
daily diminilh'd, and often feparaced to their great 
difadvantage ; all which was owing either to dark 
defigns in the army, divifions, or weak manage- 
ment. • 

A charge Whilst Cromwell was on his march northwards, 
of high- a charge of high-treafon was fram’d againft him by 
fram’d rna j or Huntingdon before- mention’d,' with the ad- 
. gainft him v ' ce °f fome members of both houfes, for en- 
ro no pur- deavouring, by betraying the king, parliament, 
and army, to advance himfelf. But it being mani- 
feft, as Ludlow obferves, that the preferring fuch 
an accufation at that time, was chiefly defign’d to 
take him off from his command, and thereby to 
weaken the army, that their enemies might the 
more cafily prevail againil them ; the parliament 
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thought it moft advifeable to difcountenance any 1648. 
thing of that nature. ' 

To proceed: Cromwell having join’d Lambert, 
both armies met on the 1 7th of Augujl, near Prejlon 'vPujtn 
in Lancajhire. The Engli/b in the Scotch army had and $>ther 
the honour of the van, and for a time engag’d Crom - places. 
welPs men with much bravery j but were at laft fo 
vigoroufly preis’d upon by them, that they were 
forc'd to retreat to a pais, which they endeavour’d 
to maintain, whilft drey fent to the duke for fuc- 
cour ; which he not fending, they began to ihift 
for themielves *, tho’ Langdale afterwards declar’d, 

That if one tbeufand foot bad been fent to him,, be ve- 
rily believed be Jboula have gained the day ; * and Crom- 
well himielf acknowledg’d, That be never faw foot 
figbt Jo defperately as they did. The Scots perceiv- 
ing the diibrder their Englijb friends were put into, 
it made fuch an impreffion upon them, that they 
foon followed their example, retreating in a difor- 
derly manner •, but were fo clofely purfu’d by 
Cromwell, that many of their foot threw down their 
arms, and yielded themielves prifoners, and many 
were (lain. Several principal officers of their foot 
were likewiie taken, with all their artillery, am- 
munition and ba gg age. Many of their horfe fled 
towards Lancafter, and were purfu’d near ten miles 
with- great execution. 

The duke march’d -away in the night, witha- 
bout eight thouiand foot, and four thousand horfe •, 
and Cromwell follow’d him with about three thou- 
iand foot, and two thouiand five hundred horfe and 
dragoons, killing and taking feveral in the way ; 
but by the time the reft of his army was come up, 
the duke recover’d Wiggan , before they could at- 
tempt any thing upon them. . All that night they 
lay in the field dirty and weary, and had iome 
flurmiihing with the enemy, who the next morn- 
ing march’d tow^ds Warrington , and made a Hand 
at a pafs, which for many hours was difputed with 
G 3 great 
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great refolution on both fides : But at length Crom- 
well beat them from their (landing* kill’d about 
one thoufand of them, and took about two 
thoufand prifoners. He purfo’d them home to 
Warrington town, where they pofftfs’d thetri- 
felves of the bridge ; but Cromwell coming thither, 
lieutenant-general Bayley defired to capitulate, and 
had no other terms given him than, 'That be Jhould 
furrender bimfelf and all his officers and fildiers pri- 
foners of war, with all bis arms, antmaiUHon, Set. 
which was accordingly done ; and here were taken 
foUr thoufand compleat arms and as many priforiert, 
and the duke’s infantry was totally ruirtM} Who* 
with his remaining horfe march’d towards Nant- 
wicb , where the gentlemen of the country took a- 
bout five hundred of them, and kill'd feveral ; 
and Cromwell fent poft to the lord Grey , Sir H. 
Cbolmley, and Sir Ed. Roade , to gather all toge- 
ther with fpeed for the purfuit of the enemy. And 
fo duke Hamilton being prefs’d upon by the Coun- 
try, fled at Iaft to XJxeter in Staffordjhire ; whefe, 
with about three thoufand horfe which he had with 
him, he was taken, and fent prifoner to Windfor- 
Caftle. Thus the whole Scotch army, which had 
occafion’d lb much terror, was routed and defeat- 
ed ; and what is molt remarkable, is, that all this 
great victory was obtained by Cromwell, with an 
army amounting to fcarce above a third part of the 
Scots in number, if they had been all together t , 
the conduct of this general, and the goodneft of 
his troops, making amends for the fmallnefi of the 
number, which was not diminifh’jd half a hundred 
in gaining this victory, after the Englijhm&tr Lang - 
dale had been beaten. And though indeed the cir- 
cumftances of this vi&ory are varioufly related by 
hiftorians, yet all agree in attributing the, honour 
of it to Cromwell. All the enemy’s cannon and 
baggage was taken, with their Hunts ; and only 
fome of their horfe, which had been quarter’i ntoft 
backward, made hade to carry news to their coun- . 
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try, of the ill fuccels of their arms. They who did 1 648. 
not take the way for Scotland , were, for the molt 
part, taken by the a&ivity of the country or the 
horfe that purfu’d them. And Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale , after he had made his way with fome of 
his men, who continifd with him till they found 
it fafeft to difperfe themfelves, was difcover’d ; and 
being taken prifoner was convey’d to the caflle of 
Nottingham, from whence afterwards he had the 
good fortune to efcape. 

LiEUTENANT-general Cromwell having thus 
defeated the Scots under duke Hamilton , refolv’d againft 
to prolecute the advantage, by marching with all Mcnret. 
poflible fpeed againft Monroe , who was come into 
England , as a referve to the duke, with above fix 
thoufand horfe and foot, and had march’d almoft 
to the borders of Lancajhire : But having notice 
given him, that Cromwell was advancing towards 
him, and not thinking he ihould be able to ftand 
before him, who but juft before had defeated an 
army io much exceeding his own, he made what 
hafte he could back into Scotland. 

CROMWELL having thus rid the whole na- 
tion in general of a great fear, and eas'd the North 
in particular of that grievous burden they groan'd 
under, by the plunder and oppreflion of the Scotch 
army, refolv’d to prolecute his viftory to the ut- 
moft, by entering into Scotland itfelf, that he might 
effe&ually root out there whatever threatned any 
further drfturbapce. It was generally believ’d, that 
the marquis of Argyle eameftly invited him to this 
progrefs \ for notwithftanding duke Hamilton's de- 
feat, his brother the earl of Lanrick ftill bore all 
the fway in the committee of parliament, as well as 
in the council ; and the troops which Monroe had 
rais'd for the recruit of the duke’s army, were ftill 
together, which the few forces rais’d by Argyle 
were not fofRcient to oppofe. However, if he did 
PQt invite Cromwell , *tis certain he was very glad of 
G 4 bis 
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1648. his coming, and, -made all poflible hafte to bid hhn 
welcome at his entrance into the kingdom. 

CROMWELL with his vi&orious army Con- 
tinuing his march towards Scotland , in his way 
. Reduces reduced Carlijle and Berwick to their former obc- 
fnd Btr- lienee, both being deliver’d up to him on com- 
vick. pofition. Being jult ready to enter that kingdom, 
he dsgw his army to a rendezvous on the banks of 
the Thteed, and order’d a proclamation to be made 
at the head of every regiment, that none of them 
lhould force from the Scotch people any of their 
catde or goods, upon pain of death *, but that in 
all things they lhould behave themfelves civilly in 
their march and quarters, giving no offence to 
SmUnJ an y- As he enter’d Scotland , he declar’d, “ That 
and pub-’ “ he came with his army to free the kingdom from 
hikes a “a force, which it was under from malignant men, 
deciara- “ who had forc’d the nation to break the friend- 

uon. << w i c h their brethren of England who. had 

“ been fo faithful to them : That it having pleas'd 
** God to defeat the army under duke Hamilton, 

• . “ who endeavour’d to engage the nation in each 

“ other’s blood, he was come thither to prevent 
“ any further mifchief, and to remove thole from 
“ authority who had ufed their power fo ill and. 
“ that he hop’d he lhould in very few days return 
\* with an affurance of the brotherly afie&ion of 
“ that kingdom to the parliament' of England , 
“ which did noi; defire in any degree to invade 
** their liberties, or infringe their privileges.” Up- 
on this the earl of Lanrick, and all the Hamiltonian 
party withdrew from Edinburgh j and they who 
continu’d there were refolv’d to comply with Ar- 
gyle , who they now faw could protect /hem. 
K/farekes CROMWELL march’d direftly for Edin- 
to Edit- . burgh, and in his way was met by many of the 
k*rgh. Scotch nobility and gentry from the committee of 
eftates, with congratulatory orations in honour of 
his worthy ar.hievements $ acknowledging that his 

Digitized by Google 




Oliver Cbomwell. 

prefence would conduce much to the compofing of 
the diftraCtions of the kingdom. Being thus con- 
ducted to Edinburgh by the marquis of Argyle , and 
the reft that came to meet him, he was receiv’d 
there with all the folemnity and refpeCt due to the 
deliverer of their country. His army was quar- 
ter’d about, and iiipply'd with all prbvifions the 
country could afford \ and himfelf was lodged in 
the earl of Murrefs houfe, where reforted to him 
the lord chancellor, with many others of the nobi- 
lity and gentry. The lord provoft, with feveral e- 
minent citizens, came likewile to welcome him thi- 
ther, and prelent their fervice to him. Thus the 
Scotch Prelbyterians, who lately look’d upon the 
Independent party as the worft of their enemies, 
now own’d and embrac’d this Sectarian arrrty (as 
they before call’d it J as their beft friends and de- 
liverers. 

Lieut ENANT-general Cromwell had not been 
long at Edinburgh , before he demanded of the com- 
mittee of eftates, that they would leclude from all 
publick trufts, all who had any hand in, or did in 
the leaft promote duke Hamilton?* late invafion : 
To which the committee gave a fatisfaCfcory anfwer. 
Several other demands were likewile made by him, 
with which the committee comply’d ; and he re- 
lent’d liberty for the parliament of England , to 
make fuch further demands as they fhould think 
requilite. Whilft he ftaid with them, the committee 
. fent an order and command to Monroe to tlifband 
his troops * which when he feem’d relblv’d not to 
do, he foon perceiv’d that Cromwell muft be the 
arbitrator ; .and thereupon he very punctually o- 
. bey*d the orders of the committee. 

CROMWELL having thus finilh’d what he 
came about, began to prepare for his return to 
England j but before he left them, the committee 
fearing fome new difturbance might arile after the 
departure of the Englijh army, requested him, that 
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164.8. he would leave fome forces with them, which 
might be ready to fupprefe any infurreftions 1 pro* 
mifing, that when they had rais’d a fufficien force 
for their own defence, they would difinils them, 
and fend them back into their own country. To 
this Cromwell readily yielded, and appointed ma- 
jor-general Lambert , with three regiments of hoffe, 
for the laid fervice. 

Matters having been thus concerted to the 
Is magni- fadsfaftion of both parties, the Scots invited Crow* 
frfatrd well and the chief officers of his army to the caftle 
of Edinburgh , whither they were all convey’d in 
coaches, and were magnificently treated at a ban- 

3 uet prepar'd for them 1 and at their departure, 
ley were faluted by all the cannon of the caftle, 
and many vollies of fmall (hot. On the 16th of 
Qftober, Cromwell left Edinburgh , being conducted 
feveral miles on his way by the marquis of Argjlt, 
And re . and many others of the Scotch nobility 1 and at their 

turns Tor barring, great demonftrations of afFe&ion pafs'd 
Eagh»J. b-twixt them. Soon after, the committee of eftates 
fent letters to the parliament of England, acknow- 
ledging, “ That they were fenfible of the benefit 
“ to Scotland , againft the enemies of both nations, 
“ by the coming thither of the forces under lieu- 
“ tenant-general Cromwell , and major-general 
“ Lambert •, and that the deportment of the offi- 
“ cersand foldiers had been fo fair and civil, that 
“ they trufted by their carriage the malignants 
“ would be much convinc’d and difappoiotod, and 
“ the amity of both kingdoms ftrengthened and 
“ confirm’d ; which they, on their part, (hould 
“ likewife ftudy to preferve.” 

Arrive at CROMWELL arriving at Newcqjtte with 
Ne ? e S !j { f ' his army, was nobly treated there, and welcomed 
t" rci!" w i-h great guns, ringing of bells, and other re- 
force the joycings. From hence he bends his courfe direft- 
>lege°f Jy to Carlijle , having firft order'd fome forces for 
P-nfre:. ft re ngthning the fiege of PcntefraH or Pomfret- 

Caftk, 


Digitized by Google 


Oliver Cromwell. 91 

Caftle. This place,- though not very great, was 1648. 
-very confiderable for its ftrength, but moft re- 
markable for the valour of thofe who defended it, 
whereby it became famous at this time all over the 
kingdom. The garrifon con lifted of about four 
hundred foot, and a hundred and thirty horfe, all 
bold and refolute men, as appear’d by their actions. 

One time a party of horfe timing out of the caftle, 
took Sir Arthur Ingram, and carrying him in, o- 
Wig’d him to pay one thoufand five hundred pounds 
for his ranfom, before he could get out again. At 
another time captain Clayton , and moft of his troops 
Were feiz’d upon by them, and made prifoners. 

They likewile fetch’d two hundred head of catde, 

With many horfes, into the caftle, whilft Sir Henry 
Cbolmely lay before it with his forces, to keep them 
in. But the boldeft aftion of all was this - (which 
was indeed a wicked one :) One morning before 
day, there lallicd out about forty horfe, who hafte n’d 
away to Done after, where colonel Rainjborougb , who 
had a commiffion to command in chief before the 
caftle, then quarter’d. Being come near the town, 
three of the party leaving their companions with- 
out, with great confidence march’d in, and enquir’d 
for colonel RoinJborvugWs quarters ; which being 
inform'd of, thqr enter'd, pretending they came 
to deliver a letter to him, from lieutenant-general 
Cromwell. When they came to him, being in bed, 
they told him he was their prifoner -, but upon his 
refufal to go fdently with them, they run him thro* 
with their fwords, fo that he immediately expir’d. 

And altho’ his forces then kept guard in the town, 

- thefe bold follows, with all their party, got back 
into the caftle in the middle of the day. 

To reprefs thefe infolent proceedings, Crom - 
well, immediately after he had fettled the reft of the himfelf, 
northern parts in peace and quietnefs, came him- and lear- 
felf before Pomfret ; and having order’d the feveral 
pofts for a dole fiege, which put a flop to their f^nwrche* 

thus for Unin. 
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thus ranging abroad, he left major-general Lam- 
bert, who was juft come out of Scotland* with a 
ftrong party before it, to compleat the work, whilft 
himfelf took his march diredtly for London. 

*Twas in this his return from the north that he 
wrote the following letter. 

SIR* 

“ T Suppofe it is not unknown to you how much 
“ £ the country is in arrear to the garrifon of 
“ Hull* as likewife how probable it is that the 
“ garrifon will break, unleis fome fpeedy courfe 
“ be taken to get them money, the foldiers at the 
“ prelent being ready to mutiny, as not having 
V money to buy them bread ; and without money 
** the ftubbom town’s-people will not truft them 
“ for the worth of a penny. Sir, I muft beg of 
“ you, that as you tender the good of the coun- 
“ try, fo for as the fecurity of that garrifon is 
“ mentioned, you would give your afliftance to 
“ the helping of them to their money which the 
“ country owes them. The governor will ap- 
** ply himfelf to you either by perfon or by letter. 
** I pray you do for him herein as in a buunefs of 
“ very high confluence. I am the more earned; 
“ with you, as having a very deep fenfe how dan- 
“ gerous the event may be of their being neglected 
4t in the matter of their pay. I reft upon your fa- 
“ vour herein, and fubferibe myfelf, 

SIR* 

Your very bumble fervant* 

Knitting, Nw. O. Cromwell. 

25. 1648. 

For my noble friend* Thomas St. Nicholas, Efq\ 

Chap. 
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Chap. IX. 

From the fecond civil war to the King’s death. 

B EFORE we profecute our relation of the pro- 
ceedings of Cromwell and the army, from his 
return out of Scotland to the king's death, it will 
be neceflaryto look a little back, and fee how mat- 
ters were carried in the parliament. 

Soon after the army was remov'd from London , Pwceed- 
by reafon of the late infurreftions, thofe of the fe- the 
eluded members who were in England, ventur'd to 
return to their former fiats, and die Prefbyterians 
began to prevail again in the houfe ; and Cromwell 
and the other officers who were members of the 
houfe, had not been long abfent before the com- 
mon-council of the city thought fit to prelent a pe- 
tition to the parliament for a perfonal treaty with 
the king, as die only way to reftore thp nation to a 
happy peace. This appear'd fo much to be the 
fenfe of the city, that the parliament durft not po- 
fitively rejeft it ; and indeed the greateft part of 
them did at this rime very much defire the fame 
thing. Hereupon Sir Henry Vane , with the reft 
of the army-party in the houfe, were forced to con- 
trive fome fpecious way to delay it, by feeming to 
confent to it. And fo a committee of the com- 
mons being appointed to confer with a committee 
of the city, about means to provide for the king’s 
fafety during the time of the treaty, the former 
•perplex’d the other with various queftions, to which 
they knew there could be. no anfwer given without 
’ firft calling another common-council to receive 
further inftru&ions. By this device, and by ftart- 
ing new queftions at every meeting, much time 
was fpent, and the defir’d delays obtain’d. How- They re- 
ever, the parliament at laft declar'd, “ That they [ olv ^- n j^ n 
“ would enter into a perfonal treaty with his maje- ^ tjr ° 

“ fty for fettling the peace of the kingdom •, and with the 

“ that king. 
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“ that the treaty lhould be in the ifle of Wight, 
“ where his majefty lhould enjoy honour, freedom 
“ and fafety.” And commiflioners were lent from 
both houfes to inform the king, “ That the par- 
“ liament defir’d a treaty with his majefty upon 
“ the proportions tender’d to him at Hamptotf- 
“ Cowl ; and fuch others as lhould be prefcnted go 
« him.” 

They were no fooner return’d from the ifle of 
Wight with the king’s anfwer, but the parliament 
had notice of die defeat of die Scotch army » and 
Cromwell had written to his friends, ** That it 
“ would be fuch, a perpetual ignominy to the par- 
“ liament, that ho body abroad or at home would 
“ ever give credit to them, if they fliould recede 
** from their former vote and declaration of no more 
“ addrefles to the king i conjuring diem to conti- 
“ nue firm in that refolution.” But the parliament 
had made too great a ftep to go back from what 
they were now upon » and fine# the firft motion 
for a treaty, many abfent members reforted to the 
houfe and promoted the defign & fo that they were 
much more numerous than thole who labour'd to 
obftruft it: And fo, notwithftanding all oppofi- 
tion, it was declar'd, “ That the votes of no-ad- 
“ d relics lhould ftand repeal’d » that the treaty 
“ fliould be at Newport-, and that his majefty lhould 
“ be there with die fame freedom, as when he was 
“ at Hampton- Court', that the inftru&ions given to 
“ colonel Hammond, for the more ftrift confining 
** him, lhould be recall’d j and that all whom the 
** king had nam'd, lhould have liberty to repair to 
*' him, and remain with him undifturb'd.” Then 
they nominated five lords and ten of the houfe of 
commons to be their commiflioners to treat with 
the king, and order’s them* to haften the treaty 
with all poflible expedition : But. Sir Henry Van* 
being One of them, us’d all his arts to delay it, as 
he had done before with the parliament, in hopes 

that 
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that Cromwell would fioifh matters in Scotland time 1648. 
enough to return, and to ufe more effectual means v/vv; 
to obftruft it, than he was fumifhed with. Crom- *“* 
well was very well appriz’d of thcfe proceedings, Crtmueir* 
which made him think, that his pretence at the'retora to 
parliament was fo necefiary to reftrain the Prefby- LnJm. 
terians, who ceas’d not to vex him at any diftance, 
that he would not be prevail’d with to tarry and 
finiih that only difficult work which remain’d, viz. 
the reducing Pomfret-Caftle ; but -leaving it to Lam- 
bert , continued his march for London , as before 
related. 

Forty days were appointed for the treaty ; 
which being expir’d, and all men thinking the 
treaty was ended, the commiffioners received new 
orders and inftru&ions to enlarge it fourteen days 
longer and after that to continue it four days mote, 
and laft -of all one day more : After which the 
commiffioners returned} and whilft their report 
was under confideration in the houfe, the large re- 
monftrance of the army was brought from the head- 
.quarters, which was now at Wuidfor , to the houfe 
of commons ; in which they defired, “ That die The army 
** parliament would lay afide all further proceed- prefent 
“ mgs in this treaty, and return to their vote of 
M no-addrefles; that the king might come no more ft rance to 
** to government, but be brought to Juftice, as the the houie. 
“ capital catife of all the evils in the kingdom •, 

** that a day might be let for the prince and the 
** duke of Tork, to appear and anfwer to fuch 
** things as might be laid to their charge ; and if 
“ they fail’d herein, they might be declar’d trai- 
“ tors: That an end might be put to this parlia- 
** ment, and new reprefentatives of the people 
“ chofen, for the governing and preferving the 
“ whole body of the nation : 'Bhat no king might 
“ be hereafter admitted, but upon election of, and 
in truft for the people, &c” In conclufion, 

“ they prels thefe things, as good for this and 

“ other 
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1648 i “ ther kingdoms, and hope it will not be taken 
vvo “ ill, becaufe from an army, and fo fervants, 
“ when their, mailers are fervants, and truftees for 
“ the kingdom." 

Great con- Th i s remonftrance put the houle into a great 

teft* be- . confufion ; but that which occafion’d the greateft 
nvcen the confternation, was the news from the ifle of Wight , 
nent'and that Hammond was difeharged, and colonel Ewer 
umf. had carried away the king to Hurft-Caftle. Upon 
this the houfe, which was then in the heat of the 
debate upon the king’s anfwer, immediately defift- 
ed, and voted, “ That the carrying the king to 
** Hurft-Caftle , was without their advice and con- 
** fent and fent a letter to the general,. “ That 
“ the orders and inftruclions to colonel Ewer were 
<( contrary to thole given to colonel Hammond ; 
“ and therefore it was the pleafure of the houfe, 
** that he Ihould recal thofe orders, and that ooio- 
“ nel Hammond Ihould again refume the care of the 
“ king’s perfon.” But the general (who hitherto 
agreed in every thing with the army) in return, de- 
manded the arrears due to the army ; and. declar’d,. 
That unlefs there were prefent money fent for that 
purpofe, he Ihould be oblig’d to remove the army 
nearer to London. At the fame time the army fent 
a new declaration to the houle, in purfuance of 
their late remonftrance ; which the houfe refus’d 
to take into confideration j and fdme refolute mem- 
bers moved, “ That the army might be declared 
“ traitors, if they prefumed to march nearer Lon- 
t£ don than they were at prefent ; and that an im* 
“ peachment of high-treafori might be drawn up 
The army ** againft the principal officers of it.” Hereupon 
marc hes to the general marched direftly to London , and quar- 
**** tB ' ter*d at Wbite-balli and other officers with their 
troops in Durbam-boufe , the Meufe , Covent-garden^ 
and St. James’s ; and to fupply the prefent necefli- 
ty, and prevent all inconveniences, they fent to. 

the 
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the eity for forty thoufand pounds to be ifiued out 
without delay for the army. 

Notwithstanding all this, the party in 
the houfe who were friends to the treaty, refolved 
ftill to exert themfelves ; upon which there follow- 
ed a violent ftruggle between them and thole on 
the contrary fide, which continued a whole day and 
night together : And about five in the morning, 
December 5, they firft put the queftion. Whether 
the queftion Jhould be put? and carried it by a hun- 
dred and forty voices againfl a hundred and four ’, 
fo that they pafs’d the grand queftion, and voted 
without dividing. That his majefty’s concejftons to the 
propofitions upon the treaty , were fufficient grounds 
for the parliament to proceed upon for the fettlement 
of the peace of the kingdom. And to prevent any 
after-claps, they appointed a committee to confer 
with the general, for the better procuring a good 
intelligence and correfpondence between the army 
and the parliament ; and then adjourn’d till the 
next morning. 

The officers and army finding the parliament 
thus refolute in oppofing their defigns, and that 
their coming into the city was not a fufficient check 
upon them, refolv’d now to exert themfelves to 
purpofe. Accordingly fome regiments of horfe and 
foot being fent to Weftminfter, they fet guards upon 
. all the avenues to the parliament-houfe, and feiz’d 
upon one and forty of the members, as they were 
entering. And as they made prifoners of thefe, fo 
about an hundred more were denied entrance into 
the houfe ; whereupon the reft of the Prefbyterian 
party being fomewhat difmay'd at the treatment of 
their fellow-members, declin'd coming to the houfe, 
leaving it to the pofieffion of about an hundred and 
fifty *, who being for the moft part officers of the 
army, were difpofed to do every thing according 
to the diredion of their leaders. 
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The army having thus purged the houle front 
all they either knew or fufpefted to be enemies to 
their defigns, lieutenant-colonel Axtel came in, 
and prefented to the remaining members the pro- 
pofols of the army, letting forth, “ That they had 
“ for a long while fodly beheld and tailed, in their 
** proceedings, the miserable effe&s of counfels di- 
“ vided and corrupted by foftion, and perfonal in- 
“ tereft j and defiring, that all faithful members 
“ would acquit themfelves by a proteilation of 
“ their not concurring in the late proceedings, 
'* and would then fpeedily and vigoroufly proceed 
“ to take order for the execution of juftice." 

The night after this interruption was given to 
the houle, lieutenant-general Cromwell arrived in 
town, and lay at White-ball ; and the next day 
taking his place in parliament, he had the hearty 
thanks of the houfe given him for his great and 
faithful fervices perform*d for the nation; which 
he receiv’d with the greatell appearance of humi- 
lity (as he was ufed to do) not taking to himfelf 
the leall of all thofe great things perform’d by 
him, but aferibing them wholly to God, the giver 
of all vidory. 

CROMWELL, tho'abferit, is generally fup- 
pos’d to have influenc'd in all the late proceedings, 
and to be the chief promoter of them. 'Tis faid, 
that at the leaguer before Pomfret , he induc'd all 
the regiments under him to petition againll the 
treaty, and fbr juftice on the king ; that 'twas by 
his advice and diredion that the remonftrance of 
the army was drawn up and prefented to the houle ; 
and fome fay, that 'twas he that fent colonel Ewer 
to remove the king to Hurft-caftle. 'Tis certain, 
that both he and his fon-in-law Lreton had a very 
great influence upon the general, and could manage 
him almoft in every thing as they pleas'd. How- 
ever it was, Cromwell , upon his arrival, declar'd 
at White-bally and other places, 'Thai be bad not 
been 
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been acquainted with the defign (of the army’s inter- 1648. 
rupting the houfe) \ yet fince it' was done , be was >/vv 
glad of it, and would endeavour to rhaintain it. 

The remnant of the houfe of commons imme- Voteiof 
diately renew’d their votes of non-addrejfes td the non ad- 
king, and annull’d all thofe that introduced and M * 

- fucceeded the treaty ; and particularly refolv’d, ‘That 
the king’s anfwer to their proportions was not fatif- 
fattory. Soon after it was moved in the houfe, to 
proceed capitally againft the king, when Cromwell 
flood up and declared^ “ That if any man mov’d CromtotlP i 
“ this upon defigri, he fhould think him the great- f P ee f h “P - 
** eft traitor in the world ; but fince providence ™ ' f 0 “°* 
“ and neceflity had call them upon it, he would frying the 
“ pray God to blefs their counfels, though he was k>ng. 

■** not provided on the fudden to give them coun- 
“ fel.” On December 16th, a party of horfe was The king 
lent over to Hurft-caftle to bring the king to Wind- t0 

for *, who lay at Farnbam on the 22d, and was de- ,n ■>"'* 
liver*d up at Windfor-caftle the day following, co- 
lonel Harrifon commanding the guards about him. 

Soon after, the council of war order’d. That nothing 
' fhould be done upon the knee to the king ; that all ce- 
remonies of fate us’d to him fhould be left off, and 
bis attendance fhould be with fewer per fins y and at 
lefs charge. 

Next day the committee of the commons, Ordinance 
which had been appointed to draw up a charge a- (?j n t rym & 
gainft the king, reported an ordinance for impeach- 
ing Charles Stuart king of England of high-treafin ; 
and for trying him by commifftoners to be nominated in 
the faid ordinance ; which being agreed to by the 
commons, was on January 2d carry’d up to the 
lords for their concurrence. But upon their reject- 
ing it, the commons pars'd thefe remarkable votes j 
Firft, That the people are t under God , the original 
of all juft power. Secondly, That the commons of 
England, being cbofen by y and reprefenting the peo- 
ple y are the fupreme power of the nation. Thirdly, 

H 2 That 
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1648. That wbatfoever is enabled or declared for law , by 
l/V\) the boufeof commons aftembledin parliament, bath the 
force of law , thd the confetti of the king and boufe of 
peers be not bad thereunto. 

High Then they proceeded to conftitute and erefta 
Mice e- court » t0 b® “fed tbe high court of juftice, which 
rtfled. fhould have authority to try the king, and to exa- 
mine witnefles for that pur pole. The number of 
the commiflioners nominated were a hundred and 
thirty-five, whereof twenty of more had power to 
proceed. They confided promifcuoufly of mem- 
bers of the home, officers of the army, citizens and 
country gentlemen. About fifty that were nam’d, 
•refus’d to aft, of which number were the fpeaker 
Lentbal, and general Fairfax. Of thofe who afted, 
lieutenant-general Cromwell , and commiflary-gene- 
ral Ireton were next the prefident. The commif- 
fioners made choice of feijeant Bradfbaw for that 
office, and nominated Mr. Steel to be attorney-gene- 
ral, Mr. Cook follicitor. Dr. Dorijlaus and Mr. Ask ■ 
to be pleaders againft the king ; and IVeftminfter- 
haU was appointed to be the place of trial : In 
The king order to which folemn tranfaftion, the king was 
brought from Wtndfor to St. James's by colonel 
tTMfirto Harrifon. 

€t James's. On the way Harrifon obferv’d, that the king 

was under an apprehenfion of a fix’d purpofe to 
murder him i and that he let fall ibme words of 
the odioufnefs.and wickednefs of fucb an ajfajftnation, 
which could never be fafe to the per f on who undertook 
it: Whereupon he took occifion to affiire him, 
’That be needed not to entertain any fucb imagination > 
that the parliament bad too much honour and juftice 
to cherifh fo foul an intention j that whatever the 
parliament refolved to do would be very publick , and 
in a way of juftice , to which the world jbould be wit- 
nefs ; and that they would never endure a thought of 
fecret violence. But his majefty could not believe 
him ; nor did he imagine they would ever venture 

to , 
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to proceed againft him in the way of a publick 1648. 
trial, before all the people. 

All' the king’s friends both at home and abroad Emlea _ 
now give him for loft v and yet they did not neg- V our»to 
loft to make their utmoft efforts to lave him. The lave him. 
State-general order’d their ambaffador to reprefent 
to the parliament, that the courfe they were going ' 
to take with the king, would be a lading reproach to 
the Proteftant intereft. The prince of Wales, and 
prince of Orange , daily fent, as agents, the kin- 
dred and relations of Cromwell , Ireton, and other 
judges appointed to try his majefty, with commif- 
fton to offer any thing, and to make any promiles 
to lave his life, or at leaft to put off the judgment : 

And the prince wrote a very pathetical letter to ge- 
neral Fairfax , in his father’s behalf. The duke of 
Richmond , the marquis of Hertford , the earls of 
Lindfey and Southampton , as is laid, generoully of- 
fer’d their own heads to fave the king, and would 
have undertook to fuffer in his ftead for whatever 
he had done amifs. Almoft all the Prelbyteriani 
minifters in the city, and very many out of the ’ 
country, and fome even of the Independents, de-' 
dared againft the dedgn in their fermons, in peti- 
tions, proteftations, and publick remonftrances. 

And the Scots at the fame time lent commiffioners 
in great hafte, to declare and proteft againft this 
unheard-of attempt. 

These commiffioners, as bilhop Burnet informs Confc _ ' 
us, came alfo to Cromwell to argue the matter with rence be- 
him. - They highly blam’d indeed many of the tween 
king’s aftions, and in a heavy languid ftyle charg’d 
him with very great crimes : But ftill they inlifted satcb 
on that claufe in the covenant, whereby they fo- commiffi- 
lemnly fwore they would be faithful in the prefer- ?“ ers ** 
vation of his majefty’s perfon : Upon which they bout 
obferv’d, on what conditions Scotland , as well as 
the parliament of England ', had engag’d in the war » 
end what fdemn declarations of their zeal and duty 
H 3 to. 
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to his majefty they had -all along made; which 
would now be found, to the fcandal and reproach 
of the Chrifiian name, to have been falfe preten- 
ces, if now the king was in their hands, they (hould 
prqceed to extremities. Hereupon Cromwell held 
a long difcourfe with them concerning the nature 
of the regal power *, and declar’d ’twas his opinion, 
that a breach of truft in a king deferved' greater 
punishment than any other crime. And then, as 
to their covenant, he faid, they fwore to preferve 
the king’s perfon in defence of the true religion ; 
fo that if it was manifeft, that the eftablilhing of 
the true religion was hinder’d by the king, fo that 
it could not be effected without removing him, 
then their oaths could not oblige them' to the pre- 
serving him any longer. He further laid, they 
were bound by their covenant to bring all malig- 
nant?, incendiaries, and enemies to the caufe, to 
condign punilhment *, and was not this to be exe- 
cuted impartially ? What were all thofe on whom 
publickjuftice had taken place, efpecially thofe 
who fuffer’d for joining with Montrofs ,• but fmalt 
offenders, who had afted by commilCon from the 
king, who was therefore the principal, and fo the 
mod guilty ? Thus Cromwell had manifeftly the 
better of them at their own weapons, and upon 
their Own principles. 

All endeavours being ineffectual, and- the court 
having .finilh’d all the necefikry preparations, the 
king’s trial began on Saturday the 20th of January. 
The fubftance of the charge againft him was, “ That 
“ he had endeavour’d to fet up a tyrannical power,' 
“ and to that end had rais’d and maintain’d in the 
“ land a cruel war againft the parliament ; whereby 
“ the country had been miferably wafted, the puh- 
“ lick treafure exhaufted, thoufands of people had 
“ loft their lives, and innumerable other mifehiefe 

committed.” The commiflloners for trying him 
being met in ff'eJlminfter-Hall on the fordaid day, 
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the court order’d the ferjeant it arms to fend for 
their prilbner from Sir Robert Cotton's houfe, whi- 
ther he had been removed ; who accordingly was 
brought up in the face of the court by colonel Tom- 
lirtfon , under a ftrong guard, and deliver’d to the 
iojeant at arms, who conduced him to the bar, 
where a crimfon velvet chair was plac’d for him. 
Having heard his charge read, he refus’d to plead 
to it, either guilty or not guilty, till he (hould know 
by what lawful authority he was brought thither ; 
and the anfwer given not fatisfying him, he per- 
illed in that refulal. The fame he did on Monday 
January 2 2d, when he was a fecond time brought 
before the court ; as alio the next day , being the 
third time. Finally, on January 27th, the. king 
being a fourth time brought into the court, defir*d, 
before lenience was pals’d againft him, to be heard 
before the lords and commons in the painted cbam - 
her ; with defign, as ’tis thought, to have refign’d 
his crown to his fon, the prince of Wales : Upon 
which the judges retir’d for half an hour to confider 
of his requeft ; and then returning, they order’d the 
king to be brought again to the bar ; when the pre- 
lident told him, that what he had propos’d was but 
a further denial of the jurifdidfion of the court, and 
tended to the delay of juftice ; and if he had no more 
to fay, they would proceed to judgment. And the 
king anfwering, he had no more to fay, Bradjhaw 
nude a long harangue in vindication of the parlia- 
ments proceedings, grounding his difcourfe moftly 
on this principle, That the people have the fupreme 
power , and the houfe of commons is the people. This 
fpeech being ended, and the charge again recited, 
fentence was pronounced in thefe words ; For all 
which treafons and crimes , this court doth adjudge , 
that the /aid Charles Stuart, as a tyrant , traitor , 
murderer , and publick enemy , /hall be put to death , 
by the fevering his bead from bis body, 
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1648. Tho* the king was. condemn'd, artd there ap- 
pear’d no hope of laving his Kfe, yet ftill endea- 
Crm- vours were not wanting for that purpofe. The 
toeir» following dory is told on this occalion. That colo- 
fenfto* 1 7 °^ n Cromwell , a near relation of the great Oli- 

h'm, In ver * 03016 t0 town about this time, with credential 
behalf of letters from the States of Holland, whereto was ad- 
thc king, ded a blank, with the king's fignet, and another 
of the prince’s, both confirm’d by the States, for 
Cromwell to fet down his own conditions, if he ' 
would now lave his majefty’s life. The colonel 
went directly to his kinfman’s houfe, who was lb 
retir’d and lhut up in his chamber, with an order 
to let none know he was at home, that ’twas with 
much difficulty he obtain’d admittance, alter he 
had told who he was. Having mutually fainted 
each other, the colonel defir’d to fpeak a few words . 
with him in. private ; and began with much free- 
dom to fet before him the heinoulnels of the fa&, 
then about to be committed, and with what dete- 
ftation ’twas look'd upon abroad, telling him, ¥bat 
of all men living, be could never have imagined be 
would have bad any band in it, who, in Ids bearing, 
bad protejled p much for tbe king . . To this Crom- 
well anfwer\d. It was rut be but tbe army * and tb if 
be did once fay fome fucb words, yet now times were 
alter'd, and providence feem’d to order things other- 
wife. And 'ds laid, he added. That be bad prayed 
and fajled for tbe king , but no return that way was 
yet made to him. Upon this the coloner fiep'd a 
little back, and fuddenly lhut the door, which made 
Cromwell apprehend he was going to be afialfinated j 
but the other pulling out his papers, laid to him, 
Couftn , this is no time to trifle with words : See here, 
it is now in your own power not only to makeyourfelf, 
but your family, relations and pofterity, happy and 
honourable for ever •, otberwife, as they have chang'd 
tbeir name before from Williams to Cromwell, Jb 
HOW they tnufl be forced to change it again ; for this 

fall 
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fa 8 will "bring fucb an ignominy upon the whole gene- 
ration of them, that no time will be , able to deface . 
At this Cromwell paus'd a little, and then laid. 
Coufin, I defire you will give me till night to confider 
of it, and do you go to your inn , and not to-be d, till 
you hear from me. The colonel did accordingly, and 
about one in the morning a meflenger came to tell 
him. He might go to reft, and expeft no other anfwer 
to carry to the prince ; for the council of officers bad been 
feeking God (a phrafe, it feems, very much in ufe at 
chat time) as he alfo had done the fame , and it was 
refolved by them all, that the king muft die. 

A committee was appointed by the high-court 
of juftice to infpedt the parts about White-ball for a 
convenient place tor the king’s execution : Having 
made their report, it was determined, that a fcaf- 
. Ibid lhould be made near the banquetting- houfe for 
that purpoie ; and 'twas order’d to be cover'd with 
black. The fame day, Jan. 29th, about threelcore 
of the commifiioners fign’d a warrant for the king’s 
execution, directing it to colonel Hacker , colonel 
' Hunks , and colonel Pbayer , or either of them. 
Cromwell’s name flood the third in this warrant. 
Brad/haw and lord Grey of Groby only (landing 
before him. The fame day the king's children 
■ waited on him to take their leave of him. An ex- 
traordinary ambafiador from the States had his au- 
dience in the houfe of commons ; whofe errand 
was to intercede with them for the king’s life, and 
to maintain a good correfpondence between Eng- 
land and the United Provinces. The next day, be- 
ing the 30th of January , about eight o'clock in the 
morning, his majeily was* with a guard brought 
from St. Jameis through the park to White-ball 1 
where having ftaid about two hours in a private 
room, he was led to a fcaffold out of a window 
of the banquetting-houfe : And having made a 
fpeech, and taken off his George, he kneeled down 

at 
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1648. at the block, and the executioner at one blow fis 
vered his head from his body. 

Captain Hewlet was condemned after the re- 
iteration, for cutting off the king’s head, or at leaft 
for being one of the perfons who ftood maik’d up- 
on the icaffold, though feveral creditable witnefies 
depos'd, that Gregory Brandon , the common hangr 
man, had confefs’d and own’d that he executed the 
king, and that he affirm’d as much to the lord Co- 
pel, when he fufter’d by the fame ax *, and captain 
Hewlet offer’d to make it appear, that he was not 
then upon the icaffold, nor near it, nay, that he 
was feiz’d and fecured for refufing to be there. 
Notwithftanding this, Hewlet was found guilty by 
the jury; but was repriev’d : And if we may believe 
what Lilly writes in his own life , it was the refolute 
Joyce (who feized the king at Holmby) that ftruck 
the fatal ftroke. The account that Lilly gives is 
as follows, ** The next Sundaybutont after Charles 
“ the Firft was beheaded, Robert Spavin, f$cretary 
“ to the lieutenant-general Cromwell, invited him* 
“ felf to dine with me, and brought Anthony Pier- 
“ fon and ieveral others along with him to dinner. 
“ Their principal difcourfe was, who it was that 
** beheaded the king : One faid it was the common 
€ - hangman ; another, Hugh Peters ; others were 
“ alio nominated, but none concluded. Robert 
“ Spavin , as foon as dinner was done, took me by 
“ thehapd, and carrying me to the South window, 
“ -laid, Tbefe are all miftaken , they have not nam'd 
“ the man that did the fall > it was lieutenant- cob- 
“ nel Joyce : 1 was in the room when be fitted bim- 
“ felf for the work, flood behind him when he did it, 
“ and when done , went in again with him. TberSs 
“ no man knows this hut my mafler Cromwell, com- 
“ miffary Ireton, and myfelf 

Hi* be- The king, in all his fufferings, fhew’d a calm 
hi d°ha and compofed firmnefs, which amaz’d all people 1 
and chara- anc j rat h cr beeaufe ’twas not natural to him. 
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He had many indignities offered to him, cfpecially J64& 
during his trial ; but he bore them all with a true y/W 
greatnefs of mind, without diforder, or any kind 
of afleitation. Thus, as bilhop Burnet obferves, 
he died greater than he had liv’d, and ihew’d that* 
which has been often remark'd of the whole family 
of the Stuarts , ' that they bore misfortunes better 
than profpcrity. He was a prince of great devo- 
tion and piety, remarkable for his temperance and 
chaftity, and an utter enemy to all kind of debauche- 
ry } and if he had any perfonal faults, they were 
, much overweighed by his virtues. Happy were it 
for him, if his government had been as free from 
blame. The rock on which he fplit, was an im- 
moderate defire of power, beyond what the confti- 
tution allow'd. His reign both in peace and war 
was a continual feries of errors : He was out of 
meafurebent on following his humour; but unrea- 
fonably feeble to thofe whom he trufted, efpecially 
the queen. . His friends regretted the afcendant flie 
bad over him on many occafions ; and others tax- 
ed him with the character of an uxorious hufband. 

He had certainly a fixed averfion to popery ; but 
was much inclin'd to a middle way between the Pro- 
teftants and Papifts ; whereby he luff the one with- 
out gaining the other. In fhorr, his whole con- 
duct was fuch, as verified this maxim, That errors 
in government have ruttfd more princes than perfonal 
vices . 

Thus have we got over this dark fcene, in which How fa 
our lieutenant-general is commonly fuppofed to be his death 
chiefly concern’d. But as 'tis not ftrange he fhould, !* t0 
if the ftory of the King’s dealing deceitfully with 'crmwitt. 
him be true; fo it may more reafonably be con- 
cluded, that his fon-in-law Ireton, rather than he, 

• was the peribn who chiefly influenc'd in thefe pro- 
ceedings. I know Ireton is fuppofed all along to 
have ailed by Cromwell’s directions ; but whether 
did or no, iqay, I think, in many cafes be juftly 
- que- 
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1648 s . queftioned. Irtion was certainly a zealous ami* 
VW monwealth’s-man, which party was always averfe 
to any treaty with the king \ and though he with 
Cromwell was in fuch a treaty, yet Ludlow thinks 
he never really intended to clofe with the king •, but 
only to lay his party afleep, whilft they were conteft- 
ing with the Prefbyterian intereft in parliament ; but 
he fays no fuch thing of Cromwell , whom he feems 
all along, to be angry with, for his defign of making 
an agreement with the king, being himlelf utterly • 
averfe to it, and fuppoGng Cromwell s main end 
was to gratify his own ambition ; which is notun- , 
likely ; and yet he might have been in earned in 
{he treaty, and alfo have deflgn’d the publick good. 
Cromwell was certainly no commonwealth’s-man, 
though he was forc'd to humour, and in many 
things a&ually to comply with the party ; and as 
the agitators and their off-fpring the levellers, who 
were no other than the com mon weal th’s - men in the 
army, and whom it is likely Cromwell ox Grft might 
make’ uie of to bring about fome of his de&gns, 
were the original contrivers and chief altars in the 
king's death ; fo whatever hand CromweU had in it, 
feems to be chiefly owing to their fury and defpe- 
rate refolutions, which made him apprebenGve of 
the greateft danger, if he did not comply with their . 
deflgns ; though at the fame time, the contradicti- 
ons that appear’d in the king’s conduit, might the 
more eafily incline him to join purpofes with them. 

In fhort, what with the danger that threaten'd his 
perfon, if he had perGfled to oppofe the deGgns of 
the levellers ; what with the enthufiafm, that was 
fb habitual to him ; and what with the confldera- 
tion of the king's pad mifgovemment, which had 
been the original caufe of all the evils the nation 
had differ'd, and the fear of the like happening for 
the future, if he fhould be reftor’d ; he having dis- 
cover'd himfelf to be of a very inconftant and waver- 
ing, not to fay equivocating temper \ CromweU 
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was at length lb wrought upon,- as to think It ne- 1648. 
ceflary, and fo lawful, to take off the king ; in 
which towards the laft he feem'd to be pretty altive, 
tho* always in fome doubt about it. We are ex- 
prefly told, he at iirft fhew’d fome repugnance to 
fo black an undertaking, as my author calls it, and 
feem’d to fhew his abhorence of it, and nor to fur- 
mount it, as he faid himfelf ; but only becaufe be 
faw that the providence of God and the necellity 
of the times, had infpir’d the army to make lb ter- 
rible a facrifice ; but that that facrifice, after all,* 
was the .only one that could lave the ftate and reli- 
gion. And I cannot here omit what bifhop Burnet 
fays of this matter : He tells us, that Ireton was the 
perfon that drove on the king’s trial and death, and 
that Cromwell was all the while in fome fufpence 
about it. “ Ireton, fays he, had the principles 
“ and the temper of a Caffius in him : He ftuck 
“ at nothing that might have turn’d England to a 
“ commonwealth j and he found out Cook and 
“ Bradjhaw , two bold lawyers, as proper inftru- 
“ ments for managing it.” And we are informed 
by others, that Ireton Was the perfon who wrought 
upon Fairfax , and manag’d the affair of the army’s 
remonftrance, and purging the parliament, and 
brought it about. _ To conclude, tho* I am far 
from pretending to juftify the whole of Cromwell’s 
conduit in thefe extraordinary tr an factions >, yet I 
cannot but think, that a greater load of guilt and 
infamy is ufually laid to his fhare, than he really 
deferv’d. 
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PART II. 

Containing an account of his aElions 
and behaviour , from the time of the 
KING j death , to the forcible dijfo - 
lution of the long Parliament. 


Chap. I. 

From the King’* death to Cromwell’* arrival 
in Ireland. 


1648. 



A com* 
mon- 
wealth go* 
vernment 
let up. 


H AVING feen the aftions of this wonder- 
ful man, during the Life of king Charles , 
let us now view him under the common- 
wealth government : But firft it may be proper 
to obferve, how this government was eftabliih’d. 
The firft thing the parliament (for fo the rem- 
nant of the houfe of commons now call’d them- 
felves) did after the king’s death, was to pals an 
a<ft, ordaining, “ That no perfon whatfoever do 
prefume to proclaim, declare, publifh, or any 
“ ways promote Charles Stuart , fon of the late 
, “ Charles , 
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“ Charles , commonly call’d the prince of Wales y 1648. 
“ or any other perfon, to be king or chief magi- ^/ys> 
“ ftrate of England or Irelandy &c. without the free 
“ confent of the people in parliament, firft had, 

** and lignified'by a particular aft or ordinance 
** for that purpofe, under pain of being adjudg’d a 
“ traitor." Then they made another aft, “ That 
** fuch as had aflented to the vote. That the kings 
** concejfions were a ground for the houfe to proceed 
“ to a fettlement , ihould not be re-admitted to fit 
“ as Members.” Thefe therefore were common- 
ly call’d the fecluded members. 

Soon after, Feb. 5. they voted the boufi of 
Peers to be ufelefs and dangerous , and an aft was 
accordingly pafs’d for abolifhing it t tho* Cromwell 
is faid to have appear’d for them. And to re- 
move all that Hood in the way of their defign’d 
common- wealth, they refolv’d and declar’d, “ That 
“ it had been found by experience, that die office 
“ of a King in this nation was unneceflary, bur- 
“ denfome, and dangerous to the liberty, fafety, 

** and publick intereft of the nation ; and there- 
“ fore it fhould be utterly abolifh’d.” Then the 
form of government was declar’d to be a Common- 
wealth ; and a council of ft ate was appointed, con- 
lifting of forty perfons, whereof Cromwell was one ; 
to whom power was given, to command and fettle 
the milida of England and Irelandy to order the 
fleet, and fet forth fuch a naval power, as they 
Ihould think fit s to appoint magazines and ftores 
for England and Irelandy and todifpofe of them for 
thefervice of both nations, as they . thought pro- 
per. And they were to fit and execute thefe powers 
for the fpace of one whole year. And nqw all 
writs formerly running in the king’s name, were 
to be ifliied out in the names of the keepers of the 
liberty of England. And a new oath, or engage- 
ment was prepar’d, to be true and faithful to the 
government eftabliftf d without king or houfe of peers t 

all 
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1 648. all who refus’d to take it, -to be uncapable of hold* 
' '✓yV ing any place or office in church or ftate. If the 
reader is curious of knowing what perfons com- 
pos’d the council of ftate for this firft year, they 
were as follows : John Brad/haw, Efq; prefident, 
earl of Denbigh, earl of Mulgrave , earl of Pembroke , 
earl of Salijbury , lord Grey , lord Grey of Groby, 
lord Fairfax , John Life, Efq; Roller, Efq; 

- Oliver St. John, Efq; John Wild, Efq; Buljlrode 
Wbitelock , Efq; lieutenant-general Cromwell, major- 
general Skippon, Sir Gilbert Pickering, Sir William 
Majfam, Sir Arthur Haflerigg, Sir James Harring- 
ton. Sir Henry Vane, jun. Sir John Dauvers, Sir 
William Armine, Sir Henry Mildmay , Sir William. 
Conjiable , Alexander Popbam, William Purefoy, Ifaac 
Pennington', Rowland Wilfon, Edmund Ludlcna, Wil- 
liam Heveningbam, Robert Wallop, Henry Marten, 
Anthony Stapuy, John Hutcbinfon, Valentine Walton, 

* Thomas Scot , Dennis Pond, Luke Robinfon , John 
Jones, Cornelius Holland, Efqs; ‘ 

Another The new commonwealth being thus fettled 
High i»urt and fecur*d, another High court of JuJlice is now 
«f Juftict. ereded for the trial of delinquents. Before this 
court the duke of Hamilton, the earl of Holland, 
the earl of Norwich , the lord Capel, and Sir John 
Owen, being brought, receiv’d fentence of death, 
for being concern'd in the late invafion and infur- 
re&ions. After judgment given, they petition’d 
the commons ; and fo their reprieve or their exe- 
cution was put to the vote of the houfe; and duke 
Hamilton and the lord Capel were caft, and Sir 
John Owen fav'd by a considerable majority ; as 
the earl of Holland was caft, and the earl of Nor- 
wich fav’d, by the (ingle vote of the fpeaker, the 
houfe being before equally divided as to them ; fo 
that Hamilton , Holland and Capel were foon after 
beheaded in the Palace-yard at Wefiminfler . It 

muft be remember’d here, that when the lord Co- 
peis petition, which his lady deliver’d, was read 

in 
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in the houfe, many fpoke in his favour, and laid, 1648. 
that he had never deceiv’d or betray’d them, but 
had always freely and refolutely declared for the 
king : And Cromwell , who knew him very well, Crmwetr *► 
fpoke fo many things to his honour, and profefs’d fpeech a- 
fo much refpeft for him, that all believ’d he was the 
fafe, till he concluded, “ That his affection for lordC ^ / * 
“ the publick fo out- weigh’d his private friend- 
“ fhip, that he could not but tell them, that the 
“ queftion was now. Whether they would preferoe 
“ the mod bitter and moft implacable enemy they had : 

“ That he knew well, that the lord Capel would 
** be the laft man in England that would aban- 
“ don the royal intereft \ that he had great cou- 
“ rage, induftry, and generofity \ that he had ma- 
“ ny friends who would always adhere to him *, 

“ and that as long as he liv’d, what condition fo- 
“ ever he was in, he would be a thorn in their 
“ Tides : And therefore, for the good of the com- 
** mon-wealth, he Ihould give his vote againft the 
** petition.” It ought alfo to be remember’d, that 
Sir John Owetfs reprieve was owing in great mea- 
fure to the generofity and good nature of commif- 
fary- general Ireton, whoobferving there had been 
no application made, nor a word faid in behalf of 
Owen , fpoke for him thus, as lord Clarendon tells 
us, “ There have been great endeavours and foli-. 

“ citations us’d to lave all thofe lords ; but there’s 
“ a commoner, ■ another condemn’d perfon, for 
** whom no man hath faid a word, nor has he 
“ himfelf fo much as petition’d : Therefore I de- 
' “ fire that Sir John Owen may be preferv’d by the 
“ meer motive and goodnefs of the houfe i” jvhich 
was a (Tented to. 

About this time, feveral things were declared ’ 

~by the parliament to bfe high-treafon, and this a - 
rabng the reft, viz. For any foldiers of the army 
to contrive the death of their general, or lieutenant- 
general i or endeavour to raife mutinies in the army. 
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1648. A little before this, Cromwell and his fon-irrv 
S>y^ law l rei <P* went along with fVbitelock from the. 
A private €0iyic y 0 f ftgte, and fupp’d at his houfe. Here they 
QrJJmnU were very chearful, and feem’d extremely well 
and Jrtfft. pleas’d i and related many wonderful obfervations 
of God’s providence, in the courfe of the war, and 
. in the affair of the army’s coming to London , and 
feiging the members of the houfe. Having thus 
difcours’d together till midnight, they return’d home, 
sind in their paflage their coach was flopp’d, and they 
were examin’d by the guards. They prefently told 
their names ; but the captain of the guards would 
not believe them, and threaten’d to carry thefe two 
great officers to the court of guard. Hereupon Ire- 
ton grew a little angry, but Cromwell made himfelf 
merry with the foldiers, gave them twenty (hil- 
lings, and commended them and their captain for 
doing their duty. And they afterwards, confefs’d 
that they knew Cromwell and Ireton well enough, 
and were more drift with them than with others, 
to let them fee they were careful of their duty ; 
which they believ’d thefe great men came at that 
time on purpofe to obferve. 

164^. Matters being now brought to feme de- 
^totor ° f ^ ^dement, it was thought fit to abolifh the 
to*be a-* council of agitators in the army ; left they, who 
bolith’d, had been the chief authors in all the late changes, 
which oc- (hould now take it in their heads to carry matters 
f.cfluK- further than the prefent rulers cared they ihould. 
ft urban cc But thefe agitators had tailed too much of power 
in thear- to be willing to be dripp’d of it ; but at the fame 
m 7‘ • time made a wrong computation of their own 
ftrengjh by the great things they had formerly ef- 
fefted, not confidering that their fuperior officers 
were now wholly united with the parliament, and 
entirely concurred with them, in carrying on the 
fame defigns. They prefently drew up a petition 
to the lord general Fairfax and his council of offi- 
cers, againft the defign of aboli(hihg them 3 but 
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by a council of war, the jfubfcribers of this petition 1 649. 
were fcntenced to ride with their faces towards the 
horfes tails before the heads of their feveral regi- 
ments, with their faults written on their breads, to 
have their fwords broken over their heads, 'and fo 
to be cafoier’d the army. Which fentence was ac- 
cordingly executed upon them in the great Palace- 
yard at IVeJlminJler. , to the great exafperation of 
the Levelling party , who were rcfolved not fo to be 
fupprefs’d. . 

For not long after, there being a rendezvous at Cromwell 
Ware, feveral regiments, among whom was Crom- 
well's of horfe, in purfuance of the forementioned * 

petition, and to be diftinguifhed from others, wore 
white in their hats, as they had done once before. 

Cromwell iuving notice of the defign, order’d two 
regiments of horie from diftant quarters, who knew 
nothing of this combination, to appear there like- 
wife. Being all drawn up, Cromwell , with an an- 
gry and down look, rides round, and on a fudden 
commands one of thofe two regiments toencompafi 
a regiment of foot ; which being done according- 
ly, he call’d four men by their names out of the 
body, and with his own hands committed them to 
the marfhal ; and immediately calling a council of 
war (whilft the reft of their* confederates flunk 
their white colours into their pockets, and trem- 
bled at this boldnefs of Cromwell ) try’d and con- 
demn’d them. But they had the favour from the 
.court of cafting lots for their lives, two only to 
die s and the two whofe lot it was to die, were 
prefect! y foot to death upon a green bank by the 
other two in fight of the army. A little before, 
another leveller, one Loekyer, a trooper, for pro- 
moting the engagement and agreement, was foot 
to death in St. Paul's Cburcb-yard. 

Notwithstanding thefe executions, this hu- 
mour ftill continued in the army, and began to break. 

Out with greater violence, upon the parliament’s 
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1649. voting, thaf eleven regiments, by lot, fhquld be. 
fent over into Ireland. This enrag’d them to that 
degree, that, finding that inftead of reaping the 
advantages they had promis’d themfelves, they 
were to be expos’d to frefh hazards, and the mifer- 
ries of a ftarving war, they peremptorily declar’d 
againft it, as a contrivance to divide them, and 
gave out, that they would not go for Ireland , till 
the liberties of the people, for which they firft en- 
gaged in. war, were fecured; requiring;- That the 
often- promifed representative of the nation might 
be choien. And finding that difeourfes and re- 
prefentations, were to no purpofe, they began to 
have recourfe to arms. Accordingly colonel Scroop's 
regiment, having laid afide thqr officers, march’d 
with twelve troops from their quarters at Salisbury , 
towards Burford in Oxfordfhire , in order to a con- 
junction with thofe of Harrifon , Ireton and Skippon , 
and a party under one isorypfbn, then lying near 
- Banbury. This they had efltfted, if the extraor- 
dinary diligence of Cromwell and Fairfax had not 
prevented them : For porting forty miles in one 
day, they overtook them at Abingdon, and firft 
offer’d them a treaty, wherein fatisfaftion might be 
mutually given ; and till that were done, that nei- 
ther party might come within ten miles of each o- 
ther i to which they agreed : But the Levellers., un- . 
der ‘Tbompfon, who had increas’d their numbers to 
about five thoufand, march’d to Burford ; where, 
while they were fecurely refting themfelves, and 
their horfes put into the adjoining meadows, about 
twelve o’clock at night colonel Reynolds fell into 
their quarters, routed them, and took four hundred 
of them prifoners, and nine hundred of their horfes.. 
< Tbompfon took fhelter in a wood near Milton, where 
he fought manfully till he was flain. Of the pri- 
foners three only were executed, who dy’d very re- 
fplutely. Cornet Ben expreffihg his grief and for- 
row, was repriev’d at the inftant of execution t 
, which 
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which his companions beholding from the leads of 
the church, were faluted with a mefiage of decima- 
tion, i. e. that every tenth man fhould die : But at 
Cromwell's defire they were all pardon'd, and fent 
home to their own houfes. Thus was this infur- 
reftion quell’d on the fifteenth day of May. 

After this, the lord-general Fairfax and lieu- 
tenant-general Cromwell vifited Oxford , (the uni- 
verfity having fent a deputation to invite them thi- 
ther) where they were nobly treated, and made 
doctors of the civil law *, at which time alfo, Sir 
Hardrefs Waller and Mr. Rujbwortb, with eight 
colonels, were- created matters of arts. Then they 
vifited Porifmoutb m J rom whence they return’d to 
London in triumph,/ and receiv’d new marks of ho- 
nour from the parliament. And now, to promote 
a lafting union between the three principals of 
power, the parliament* the array, and the city, it 
was contriv’d, that tta-lpeaker, with the houfe, the 
general, with the chief officers, and the council, of 
ftate, fhould, after hearing, two fermons, bemagr 
nificendyfeafted at Grocers- ball, by the lord- mayor, 
aldermen, and common-council. This was accord- 
ingly done, on the 7th of June ; the lord-mayof, 
as ’twas ufual towards kings, meeting Lentbal the 
fpeaker, with the reft of the members, at Temple- 
bar, and there’ refigning the fword to him ; which 
having again receiv’d, he carried before him into 
the city. And having heard two fermons at Cbrifi- 
cburcb , preach’d by Mr. Goodwin and Dr. Owen , 
they proceeded to Grocers-ball to dinner. The 
fpeaker lat firft ; next to him the lord-mayor *, 
then the earl of Pembroke call’d to the lor 3 com- 
mifiioner Wbitelock to fit down as the eldeft com- 
millioner of the Great-feal: Wbitelock excus’d it, 
and defir’d the earl to fit down firft : But he faid 
aloud, Wbat, do you think 1 will fit down before you ? 
I have given place heretofore to bijhop Williams, to 
my lord Coventry, and to my lord Littleton *, and you 
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1649. have the fame plate they bad ; and as much honour 
r y/V^ belongs to the place under a commonwealth , as under 
a king ; and you are a gentleman as well horn and 
bred as any of them. The earl oblig'd Whttelock 
to take precedence of him, and fat .down himfelf 
next to him ; then the lord prefident of the council of 
ftate and the other commiffioners of the Great-feal ; 
then the earl of Salisbury and the lord Howard j 
after them lieutenant-general Cromwell, and other 
members of parliament, and of the council of ftate, . 
&c. The mufick at this feaft, which was very 
fumptuous, was only drums and trumpets; no 
healths were drank, nor any. incivility pafs'd. At 
this entertainment there was prefented by the city 
to the lord-general a large and weighty bafon ana 
ewer of beaten gold ; and to lieutenant-general 
Cromwell three hundred pounds in plate, and two 
hundred pieces in gold. 

CROMWELL was now juft entering upon a 
new fcene of a&ion, and making preparations for 
the reducing of Ireland to the power of the new 
commonwealth : But before we defcribe his memo- 
rable exploits in that kingdom, 'twill be proper to 
take a fhort view of the pofture of affairs there 
- for feme time paft, and the condition they were 
now in. 

Someae- The Irifc rebellion, the moft barbarous and 
< heaffiirs bloody that was ever executed in any part of the 
of Irtltni world,- in which fo many thoufand Proteftants were 
before * moft inhumanly maflacred, broke out in October 
CrmatlPt 1641, .which tho’ it had been contriv’d with fuch 
fecrefy, and a&ed with fuch outrage, yet the city 
of Dublin was wonderfully preferv’d by Divine Pro- 
vidence,' to be an afylum for fuch as.efcap’d thi- 
ther, to avoid the fury of their bloody perfecutors. 
Many of the poor Proteftants came over allb into 
England, hoping there to find Ihelter from die 
mercilefs enemy: But this proved little comfort to 
thpfe diftrefied fools ; for here they found, to the 
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increafe of their grief, that England was preparing 1649. 
on all fides to aft the fame upon one another, which 
the Papifts had done againft them in Ireland. But 
tho* the difference between the king an4 parliament 
increas’d every day ; yet *twas fo ordered, that 
feme regiments wqre fent over into Ireland , to flop 
the proceedings of the rebels. After the war had 
been carry’d on for fome time in England , the king 
finding his affairs in a declining condition, and that 
the parliament gain’d ground upon him, be in 1 643, 
order’d the marquis of Orthona to make a truce with . 
the Irijh , that he might have the afliftance of thofe 
Englijh forces that were in Ireland , in his war with 
the parliament. A ceflation of arms was accord- 
ingly agreed upon*; but the Irijh infamoufly broke 
the articles of it : For the Englijh being now gone 
over to England , they on a fudden rofe againft the 
marquis, and had furpria’d him, if he had not been 
inform’d before of their defign, and efcap’d into 
Dublin : And being in no condition to defend it, 
but obliged to deliver it up either to the Englijh fent 
by the parliament, or to the Irijh, he gave it up 
to the Englijh (who made colonel Jones governor) 
and came over to the king, at what time he was 
carry’d from place to place by the army. 

The marquis had not been long gone, but the 
treacherous Irijh being terrify’d with the news, 
that the parliament Was fending over an army thi- 
ther, requefted the prince, to whom the marquis 
had- repair’d, to fend him back, engaging them- 
felves to fubmit' absolutely to his majefty’s authori- 
ty, and to obey the marquis as his lieutenant, and 
join with him to expel the parliament’s forces. 

The marquis being accordingly arriv’d, entered in- 
, to moft difhonourable articles with the Irijh , who 
having made a confederacy among themfelves, foon 
became more formidable by the acceffion of the 
lord Incbiquin , prefident of Munjler , and the Scots 
in the province of Uljler. Before the arrival of the 
_ I 4 marquis. 
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1649. marquis, the pope’s nuncio, who had been font 
Sy'V’v* over to promote the grand rebellion, and had of 
late behav’d himfelf fo tyrannically, that he be- 
came intolerable even to the Irijh themfelves, was 
expell’d the kingdom : And now the royalifts and 
Irijh being united, Ireland feem’d in a fair way of 
being entirely reduc’d to the king’s obedience. But 
Owen Roe Oneal , the bell commander among the 
Irijh, not liking the articles of the confederacy, re- 
fufed to be included in it, and joining with* the par- 
liament’s forces relieved Londonderry, then befieged 
by the lord Ardes. Ormond however and the con- 
federates having a numerous army, the whole king- 
dom was almoft reduced by them, excepting Lon- 
donderry, govern’d by Sir Charles Coot, and Dublin 
the chief city, wherein was colonel Jones with no 
very confiderable force, befides that his men were 
frequently deferting their colours. The enemy 
with their formidable army was now marching to 
befiege it, and fent many threatning fummons, re- 
quiring a fpeedy furrender of the place •, which not- 
withftanding, thro* the vigilance of the governor, 
held out to the confufion of the befxegers. But his 
prefent difficulties, and the great danger he was in, 
made him renew his inftances to the parliament, in 
the moft prelTing manner for fpeedy fupplies of 
men and provifions ; declaring, that elfe all would 
be loft. Hereupon the parliament, not infenfible 
of his condition, began to provide for the relief of 
Ireland with all polfible expedition : And appointed 
jcommiflary-general Ireton, colonel Scroop, colonel 
Horton i ? major-general Lambert, with their four 
regiments of horfe ; coloftel Ewer , colonel Cook, 
colonel Hewfon , and colonel Dean, with theirs of 
foot, and five troops of dragoons, all old foldiefS 
of the Englijh army, for the laid fervice : And ber 
fides thefe, other regiments were rais’d by beat of 
drum, to make up a fufficient force for effectually 
carrying on fo great a work. 
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The forces being in k great degree of readinefs, 1649. 
ihe parliament began now to think of a general for 
this expedition *, and having had fufficient expert- 
ence of Cromwell's great abilities, and knowing no the/rijft 
man fo fit for the employment, they defired him feme*, 
to accept of it *, . who not without fome feeming re- 
lurtancy at laft undertook it, and after many hum- 
ble expreflionsof his own unworthinefs and diiabi- 
lity to fupport fo great a charge, and of the entire 
resignation of himfelf to their commands, and ab- 
folute dependance upon God's providence, he ac- 
quainted them, that he fubmitted to their good will 
and pleafure, and defired them to haften all the ne- 
cefiary preparations ; “ For he confefs’d that king- 
“ dom to be reduced to fo great (freights, that he 
“ was willing to engage his own perfon, purely 
** for the difficulties which appeared in the exped>- 
** tion ; and more out of hope to give fome ob- 
“ ftrurtion to the prelent fuccels of the rebels, and 
“ to preferve to the commonwealth fome footing 
** in that kingdom, than from any expectation that 
“ he lhould be able, with his ftrength, in any fig- 
** nal degree to prevail over them.” 

Th e houfe was fo well pleas'd with this anfwer, jj e j, 
that immediately after, on the 22d of June, he had made 
a pompous commiffion given him in Latin and Eng- 
lijb, to command all forces to be fent into Ireland, 
and to be lord-governor both as to civil and mili- 
tary affairs in that kingdom, for three years : And 
colonel Jones was made lieutenant-general of the 
horfe. From the very minute of his receiving this 
charge, Cromwell us'd an v incredible expedition in . 
the raffing of money, providing of fhipping, and 
drawing the forces together for this enterprize. 

The foldiers march'd with great fpeed to the ren- 
dezvous at Milford- Haven, there to expert the new 
lord-deputy. 

About this time, Cromwell had a remarkable 
interview with the lord Brogbill i whohavingform’d 
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1649. a defign of deferring the parliament’s fervid, as 
yysj the earl of Inchiquin had done, came privately to 
London , intending to go to the king in France. 
^ rv}ew He was no fooner come to London , but a gentlts 
with ths man came to him from the lord governor Ctom- 
Jord Brog- well, to acquaint him that he would pay him a vi- 
fit, if he knew when he would be at leifure 5 at 
which BrogbiU was exceedingly furpriz'd, having 
never had any acquaintance with him i and told 
the meffenger he fuppos’d he was miftakeh in the ' 
perfon he was font to : But the gentleman convin- 
cing him he was not, the lord BrogbiU own’d who 
he was, and laid he would not give his excellency 
the trouble to come to him, but he would wait upon 
him. The meffenger had hot been long gone, be- 
fore Cromwell came himfelf, and after compliments 
pafs’d, defired to fpeak with his lordlhip in pri- 
vate i when he told him, He bad a great rejpeff for 
him , 1 and was therefore come to acquaint Mm With 
fometbing that very nearly concerned him, and 1 6 give 
him bis advice' upon it. He then told him, that the , 
council of ftate were inf or tit d of bis defign in crofting 
the water (which the lord BrogbUl had communi- 
cated to two or three trufty friends only) that in- 
ftead of going to the Spaw be defigned to go to the kingi 
and take a commiffton from him to aSt againft the par- 
liament in Ireland : That the council bad good proof 
of what be faid, and could produce copies of bis let - 
, ters to that parpsfe ', upon which it was refilved to 
fend him to the Tower ; wbkb bad been done, if 
himfelf bad not prevented it, and obtained time to 
confer with him, to fee if be could be induct d to alter 
bis purpofe. The lord BrogbiU feeing it would be ( 
to no purpofe to evade the matter, afk’d Cromwell's 
pardon, thank’d him for his good offices, and re- 
quefted him to advife Him. Cromwell reply’d. 
That the council of ftate and be were no ftrangers to 
bis attions in Ireland *, and the fubduing of tin rebels 
being committed 'to> him, be was authoris'd by the 
, council 
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council to offer him a general command, if he would 1649. 
ferve in that war. BrogbiU readily accepted this ^"V"^ 
oiler, and gave his word and honour, that he would 
be faithful to the parliament : And fb having re- 
ceived a commiffion to be mailer of the ordnance, 
and to command in Munfier , he embark’d for Ire * 
land , where he was no fboner arriv’d, but'feveral 
gentlemen, who had ferv*d under him in thofe 
wars, joined him j fo that he loon form’d a troop 
of horfe, and within a little time after, rais’d a re* 
giment of 1500 foot, which were ready to join the 
lord governour Cromwell at his landing. 

His excellency having difpatch’d his bufinefi Hi* poo-' 
with the parliament, on the 10th of July left Lon~ 
don , fettmg forward in great (late, being drawn in from Lm- 
a coach with fix horfes, and attended by many dm. 
members of the parliament and council of flate, 
with the chief officers of the army ; his life-guard 
confuting of eighty men, who lad formerly been 
commanders, bravely mounted and accouter’d, both 
, themfelves and fervants. Thus he was conducted 


. to Brentford, where thole gentlemen, who accom- 
pany’d him, took their leaves, wifhing a prospe- 
rous iflbe to this undertaking ; whom he anfwoM 
again with great civility and refpedt. From hence 
he polled direftly for Briftol, to take order for the 
train of artillery, and many other matters neceffory 
for the hailening his men on fhipboard. 

From Briftol he takes his way into Wales, hav- fcndr 
ing fent over three raiments before, viz. colonel 
Reynold fs of horfe, colonel Venable} s and colonel • 
MonJfs of foot. Thefe were fhipped from Cbefter, 
and the ports thereabout ; and being favour’d with 
a profperous gale, quickly arriv’d at the port of 
Dublin, where they were welcom’d with unfpeak- 
aWe joy and gladnefs. The citizens fpared for no- 
thing that might be any relief to the fea-fick fol- 
diers, hoping that the recovery of their health 
. plight be p means of enlarging their liberties, who 
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1649. now were almoft wholly confin’d within the nar- 
'✓YV row compais of their city walla. And they were 
not at all difappointed of their expedation : For 
Jones having his courage much heighten’d by the 
coming over of thefe fupplies, now car’d not for 
the enemy’s bravadoes, but relblved to remove 
them farther offj which he in a very little time 
effe&ed. 

By which f or on t he ad of Auguft he difeovered a party 
the enemy, about fifteen hundred foot befides 
my i* to- horfe, drawn down to their new work at Baggot- 
tally rout- rath, a place about a. quarter of a mile eaftward of 
the city upon the fea. Hence they defign’d to run 
their trenches towards the city-works, thereby to 
fecure thofe forts which were begun to be rais’d 
towards the water, that they might hinder the land- 
ing of the forces and fupplies expefted from Eng- ' 
land. But Jones and Reynolds, with the reft of the 
commanders in the city, obferving the enemy’s de- 
fign, judged it necefiary to interrupt them : And 
fo prefently drawing out twelve hundred horfe and 
four thoufand foot, they foon enter’d the enemy’s 
new works, and fell upon them with fo much fury, 
that they routed the horfe at the firft charge ; and 
foon after cut in pieces the greateft part of their 
• foot, and took moft of the reft prifoners. The 
report of this difafter foon reach’d the general Or- 
' moneys ears, who was then playing at tables in his 
. . tent j and underftanding alfo, that Jones was ma- 
king towards his main army, be wijhed the rebels 
would come that be might have fome [port with them, 
and fo went on with his game : But he was foon 
forced to leave it ; for Jones with his men follow- 
ing the chafe to Ratbmims , where Ormond's camp 
was, engag’d his whole army, and after two hours 
fight, totally routed them with a very great (laugh- 
ter. Four thoufand were reckond to be kill’d on 
the place and in the chafe, and above two thoufand 
five hundred taken prifoners, of whom feveral were 
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men of quality, and amongft the reft Ormond’s own 
brother, himfelf very narrowly efcaping. They 
left all their great guns, ammunition, and provifi- 
' ons, behind them ; and withal a rich camp to re- 
ward the valiant foldiers •, who- with thefpoilofic 
fo trick’d themfelves up,, that when they returned 
to Dublin , many of the officers did not know their 
own men, they were grown fo fine. This great 
victory was obtained with the lofs of few, not a- 
bove twenty of the parliament’s party being miffing 
after the fight was over. The fuccefs was the more 
remarkable, becaufe unexpected on both Tides; 
Jones with his handful of men being led on ftep by 
ltep to a compleat victory, whereas their utmoft 
defign, at the beginning of the aCtion, was only to 
beat the enemy from Baggot-ratb. Ormond’s party 
were fo furpriz’d, that they had not time to carry 
off their money, which lay at Ratbfarnham , for the 
paying of their army, where Jones feiz’d four thou- 
sand pounds very feafonably for the payment of his 
men. The marquis upon this defeat Bed to Kilken- 
ny with a confiderabie number: Others betook 
themfelves to Drogheda or Tredab, whither he 
foon came himfelf with three hundred horfe, and in 
very good time ; for lieutenant-general Jones hoping 
> the town might-be fo terrified with this overthrow 
as to furrender, haftened thither with fome horfe to 
fummon it ; but having notice of Ormond’s coming, 
he marched back to Dublin. 

The lord-governor Cromwell being at Milford- 
Haven , receiv’d the full account of Ormond’s defeat, 
when he rather expeCted to hear of the lofs of Dub- 
lin, and was in great perplexity what to do. But 
the clouds being dilpers’d upon the news of the 
great fucccls his party had that he fent before, he 
deferr’d not to embark his whole army. On the 
thirteenth of Augufi , he fet fail from ABlford- Ha- 
ven with thirty-two Ihips, wherein was the van of 
his army ; Ireton foon following him with the main 
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1649. body in forty two other vefiels, Hugh Peters 
with twenty foil bringing up the rear. With a 
£)ui}it ** vei 7 profperous wind they foon arriv’d at Dublin, 
where they were receiv’d with all poffible demon- 
ftrarion of joy, the great guns echoing forth their 
wefoeme, and the acclamations of die people re- 
founding in every ftrcet. Cromwell being come in- 
to the city, where the concourfe of the people was 
very great (they all flocking to lee him, whom be- 
fore they had heard fo much of) at a convenient 
place he made a Hand, and with his hat in his hand 
made a fpeech to them, telling them, *‘ That as 
** God had brought him thither in fafety, fo he 
“ doubted not but, by his divine providence, to 
** reftore them all to their juft liberties and propcr- 
“ ties; and that all thofe, whofe hearts and affefti- 
.** ons were real for the carrying bn of the great 
v work againft the barbarous and blood-thirfty 
“ Irijb, and all their adherents and confederates, 
M for the propagating of the gofpel of Chrift, the 
“ eftablilhlng of truth and peace, and reftoring 
u that bleeding nation to its former happinefs and 
“ tranquility, lhould find favour and prote&ion 
** from the parliament of England , and from him- • 
felf, and withal receive fuch rewards and gra- 
“ tuities, as lhould be anfwerable to their merits.” 
This Ipeech was entertain’d with great applaufe by 
the people, who all cry’d out. That they would live 
and die with him. 


Chap. II. 

His actions in Ireland, and return from thence. 

3 ~»HE army having refrefh’d themfelves, and 
the lord-lieutenant having fettled both the 
itary and civil affairs of Dublin , he drew his 
forces out of the city to a general mufter, where 
appear'd a compleat body of fifteen thoufand horie 
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and foot i out of which was drawn twelve regi- 1649. 
ments, containing in all about ten thoufand (tout 
refolute men, for the prefont forvice. With this • 
army, furnifhed with all things neceflary, he ad- 
vanced towards frtdagb, a town well fortified, with 
a garrifon in it of two thouland five hundred foot, 
and three hundred horfe, the flower of the royal 
army, under the command of Sir Arthur AJbton, a 
brave experienced foJdier. The marquis of Or- 
mond had forefeen, that this place, by reafon of its 
neighbourhood and fituation, would be firft attemp- 
ted, it not being likely that the enemy would 
leave fo confiderable a fortreis behind them ; and 
he was in hopes he fhould have time to recruit his 
flutter’d army, and repair the lofs of the late do- 
feat, while Cromwell mould be wafting his forces 
againft a town they believ'd could hold out a 
month, and before that time be reliev’d : But the 
event Ihew’d how much he was miftaken. 

CROMWELL was no fooner come before He ftomu 
9 'redagbt but, obferving the rules of war, he fum- 
mon'd the govemour to furrender ; which fum- 
mons was flighted, and look’d upon rather as a 
matter of formality, than that he did believe to 
have the town upon it. Hereupon t.he lord-go- 
vernor order’d all things for a quick difpatch of 
the fiege. Ayfcougb's (hips block'd them up by fea ; 
and on the land, the white flag was taken down, 
and the red enfign difplay’d before the town. The 
befieged were not much diimay'd at this, as ex- 
pelling fuccour from the marquis of Ormond } and 
they feem'd to be unanimous in this refolution, ra- 
ther than deliver up the town, to expire with it ; 
as they did not long after. 

For Cromwell being fenfible of the mifohiefs of 
a long fiege, like an impatient conqueror, would 
not fpend time in the common forms of approaches 
and turnings ; but immediately planted a ftrong 
battery, which fowl levelFd the fteeple of a church 
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on the South fide of the town, and a tower that 
ftood near it. The next day, the battery continu- 
ing, the corner tower between the Eaft and South 
walls was demolilhed, and two breaches made, 
which fome regiments of foot immediately en- 
ter’d i but they were not made low enough for the 
horfe to go in with them. Here the utmoft brave- 
ry was lhewh on both fides, the breaches being not 
more courageoufly afiaulted than valiantly defended. 
The enemy within fo furioufly charg’d thofe who 
firft enter’d, that they drove them back again 
falter than they came in. Cromwell , who was all 
this while itanding at the battery, obferving this, 
drew out a frelh referve of colonel Ewer’s foot, and 
in perion bravely enter'd with them once more in- 
to the, town. This example of their general in- 
fpir*d the foldiers with fuch frelh courage,' that 
none were able to Hand before them ; and having 
now gain'd the town, they made a terrible (laugh- 
ter, putting all they met with, that were in arms, 
to the fword ; Cromwell having exprefsly com- ■ 
manded not to fpare any one that (hould be found 
in arms i the defign of which was to difeourage o- 
ther places from making oppofition j to which pur- 
pofe the lord-governor wrote to the parliament, 
That he believ’d this feverity would fave much effu- 
ftoti of blood. Aft oris men did not rail unreveng’d, 
for they fought bravely, and defperately difputed 
every corner of the ftreets, making the conquerors 
win what they had by inches. The ftreets at laft 
proving too hot, they fled to the churches and 
fteeplei, and other places of (helter. About an 
hundred were got into St. Peter's church-fteeple, 
refolving there to fell their lives at as dear a rate 
as poifible •, but they were all quickly blown up 
with gunpowder, only one man efcaping, who 
leap’d from the tower: The wind befriending him, 
he receiv’d no further hurt by the fall than break- 
ing his leg > which Cromwell’s men feeing, took 
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him up, and gave him quarter. In other places, 
when they refus’d to yield upon fummons, ftrong 
guards were immediately put upon them to ftarve 
them put ; which foon had that effect as to make 
them furrender themfelves to the mercy of the 
conquerors, which was indeed but fmall ; for all 
the officers were prefently knock’d on the head, 
and every tenth man of the foldiers kill’d, and 
the reft thruft on fhipboard for Barbadoes. The 
governour Sir Arthur AJi on, here likewife met his 
fate, being put to the fword among the reft. And 
thus. was this ftrong place taken and fack’d in lefs 
than a week’s time, which the rebellious Irifh were 
three whole years in taking. This great aftion 
was lb furprizing, that O-Neal , at the hearing of 
it, fwore a great oath, ‘That if Cromwell had taken 
Tredagh by florin , if he Jhould form bell , be would 
take it. 

The difmal deftrudtion of 'Tredagh render’d 
Cromwell’s name formidable to all other places 
round about. Few of them had fo much refo- 
lution as to expeft a fummons to furrender ; and 
particularly the garrifons of Trim and Dundalk , 
fearing the like ufage, abandon’d them to the con- 
queror. In this laft place their hafte was fo great, 
that they left their great guns behind them, on the 
platforms. Cromwell did not, at that time, carry 
on his conquefts any farther northward, but re- 
turn’d to Dublin , and march’d with his army to- 
ward Wexfordi that part lying Convenient for fub- 
fifting his army in the fouthern counties. In his 
march, .a place call’d Kxllingkerick , about fourteen 
miles from Dublin , being deferted by the enemy, 
he put a party of his men into it. Arckloe-caftle 
was likewife abandon’d, and many other places 
fubmitted to him. 

On the ift of Ofiober , Cromwell with his army 
came before Wexford, and lent a fummons to thie 
governour, colonel David Synnot, requiring a fpee- 
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1 649. dy furrender. His anTwer was fomewhat dubious, ' 
which occafion’d many papers to pais betwixt him 
and the lord-general Cromwell. The governour 
did this on purpofe to protradt time until the earl 
of Caftlebaven had thrown a party of five hun- 
dred foot into the town to reinforce the garrifon ; 
and having now receiv’d thefe recruits, he refolv’d 
to defend the place as long as he could, and feem’d 
to defy all attempts that might be made againft 
him. Upon this, Cromwell applies himfelf in good 
earneft to the work, and bends his greateft force 
againft the caftlc, knowing, thp.t upon the gaining 
of that, the town muft foon follow. He caus’d a 
battery to be eredted againft it, whereby a fmall 
breach being made, commiffioners were lent from 
the enemy, to treat about a furrender. In the mean 
time the guns continued firing, no ceflat ion having 
been agreed upon ; whereby the breach in the ca- 
ftle being made wider, the guard that was appoint- 
ed to defend it, quitted their poft ; whereupon 
, fome of Cromwell's men enter’d the caftle, and fet 
up their colours at the top of it. The enemy ob- 
ferving this, quitted their ftations in all parts, fo 
that the others getting over the walls, pofiefled 
themfelves of the town without any great oppofi- 
tion, and fet open the gates for the horfe to enter, 
tho’they could do but little fervice, all the ftreets 
, being barr’d with cables. The town being thus 
enter’d, none were fuffer’d to live that were found 
in arms ; and fo they cut their way thro’ the ftreets, 
till they came to the market-place, where the ene- 
my fought defperately for fome time ; but were at 
laft quite broken, and all who were found in arms 
put to the fword. Ludlow lays, that the foot prefs’d 
the enemy fo clofe, that, crowding to efcape over 
the water, they fo over- loaded the boats, that ma- 
ny-of them were drowned. Great riches were taken 
, in this town, it being efteem’d by the enemy a- 
place of ftrength ; and fome Ihips were feized in 
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the harbour, which had much interrupted the com- . 1649. 
mcrce of that coaft. The lord-lieutenant Cromwell 
appointed commiflioners to take care of the goods 
that were found in the town belonging to the ene- 
my, that they might be improv’d to the beft ad- 
vantage for the publick. The reduction of this 
place was of very confiderable advantage to the 
conquerors, being a port-town, and very conve- 
nient for receiving fupplies from England. And . 
the feverity that was exercis’d here, had the lame " 
effeft with that us’d before at Drogheda the terror 
fpreading into all towns and forts along the coaft 
as for as Dublin , fpar’d the general the trouble of 
fummoning them. 

The Winter now coming on, and it being a ve- • 
ry wet feafon, Cromwell's troops fuflfer’d much from 
the weather, and the flux then raging amongft 
them. Many thought thefe reafons Ihould have 
oblig’d him for the prefent to put a flop to his con- 
quefts •, but he was of another mind, and more in 
the right than they. The difficulties the marquis 
of Ormond met with in bringing a new army into 
the field, after his late defeat, the ancient difagree- 
ment again breaking out’ between the Popijh confe- 
derates and' him, on account of that difafter, the 
fecret intelligence held by Cromwell in the province 
of Munfter , and the mighty affairs that call’d him 
back 6ver the lea, feem’d to him more powerful 
motives for continuing the war, than the winter was 
to interrupt his progrels. v 

Being thus refolv’d, he marches with his army He re- 
towards Rofs, a ftrong town upon the Barrow, due e»Rc/i. 
The lord Taffe was governour of jthis place, who 
had a ftrong garrifon with him ; and the better to 
lecure it, Ormond , Cafilehaven , and the lord Ardes t 
in their own perfons, caus’d fifteen hundred men 
more to be boated over to reinforce it, Cromwell's 
army all thd while looking on, without being able 
to hinder them. However, the lord-governour no 

K grazed by CaOOg foonef 



132 7 %e LIFE of 

1649. fooner came before the town,- but he fent the go- 
s/VV vernour a fummons to this effect, “ That fince his 
“ coming into Ireland he ever endeavour’d to a- 
“ void the efFufion of blood, having been before 
“ no place, where he did not firft fend them fuch 
“ terms, as might be fpr their prefervation *, and 
“ to continue the like courfe, he now fummons 
“ them to deliver up the town to the parliament 
“ of England'* No anfwer was at prefent return’d 
to this fummons, till the great guns began to play ; 
when the governour, being apprehenfive of the 
lame ufage that other garrifons had before met 
, with, was willing to treat j which being allow’d, 
they came to this agreement, “ That the town be 
“ deliver’d up to lord-general Cromwell , and they 
* * within march away with bag and baggage to KiU 
ct kenny** Which fifteen hundred of them accord- 
ingly did *, but fix hundred of them being Englijh , 
revolted to Cromwell. 

In the mean time Kingfale , Corky ToughaU, 
Bandon-bridge, and other garrifons voluntarily de- 
clar'd for the conqueror ; which garrifons prov’d 
of great ufe to the reduction pf Munjlery andcon- 
fequently of all Ireland. Sir Charles Coot and co- 
lonel Venables were very fuccelsful in the north \ 
and the lord Broghill and colonel Hew/on did good 
fcrvice in other places. 

Befiege* CROMWELL, having made himfelf matter of 
^**and fyft* caus *^ a bridge of boats to be laid over the 
retreats Barrow, and his army to fit down before Duncan- 
from lion, a ftrong fort commanded by colonel Wogan : 

thence. gut this place was fo well provided with all things 

neceflary, that it was. judg’d it would be time loft 
! to tarry long before it. And fo the army quickly 
rofe, and march’d away into the county of Kilken- 
ny \ where the marquis of Ormond, being join’d by 
Jncbequin, feem’d refolv’d to give Cromwell battle. 
His army -was ftrong both in horfe and foot, far 
furpafling Cromwells, which was much weaken’d 
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by continual duty, difficult marches, the flux, and 1649. 
other dileafes. Notwithftanding which, the mar- s/vv 
xjuis, upon the approach of his enemy, drew off 
without making any attempt, or ftriking one 
ftroke. Upon which, Eniftegoe , a little walled town, 
about five miles from Rofs, was reduc’d by colonel 
Abbot i and colonel Reynolds , with twelve troops of 
horie, and three of dragoons, march’d up to Car- 
rick \ where having divided his men into two parts, 
whilft he amus’d them with one party, he enter’d 
a gate with the other, taking about a hundred pri- , 
foners, without the lofs of a man. 

The news hereof being brought to the lord-ge- 
neral Cromwell , then at Rofs, where he had conti- 
nued for fome time indiipos’d, he immediately 
march’d away with his army to befiege Waterford , 
in hopes of gaining that important place before his 
forces ihould draw into winter-quarters. Being 
come before it, he prefently detach’d a regiment 
of horfe, and three troops of dragoons to reduce 
Pajfage-fort i which party met with the defir’d fuc- 
cefs, the fort and caftle, with five great guns, and * 
much arms and ammunition, being foon deliver’d 
up to. them. But the fiege of Waterford was nbt Hi* army 
fo fuccefsfully carried on i for Cromwell perceiving ! narc,ie .' 
that the city refolv’d to ftand upon their own de- terqual^* 
fence, and it being now December , and the wea- ten. 
ther very wet, he thought it moft advifable to draw 
off” his army into winter-quarters j where they 
might be refrefh’d againft the fpring, for the bet- 
ter finifhing of the work they had fo profperoufly 
begun. 

In the mean tirhe, a party of the enemy from 
Waterford , and another from Duncannon, joining 
together, befieg’d Paffagt-fort \ but being fet upon 
by colonel Zankey , they were totally routed, a great 
many of them being kill’d, and three hundred and 
fifty taken prifoners. Several other fkirmifhes were 
maintain’d with the like fuccefs i but the lofs of 
- K 3 lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-general Jones, who died about this time 
at Wexford , of a violent fever, ftruck a damp upon 
all. He was a man every way bold and daring, 
of wonderful .courage 'and refolution, and yet he 
govern'd his valour with prudence, being not rafh, 
but advis'd in all his attempts : The army had a 
great lofs of him, and his death was foon follow'd 
by that of colonel Wolf, and fcout-mafter-general 
Roe. Many of the common foldiers had likewife 
their lhare in this mortality, but their numbers 
were recruited by continual fupplies fent from Eng- 
land by the parliament. And now alfo the Irijh, 
as well as the Briti/b foldiers, under the marquis of 
Ormond, being allur'd by the fuccefles, and wrought 
upon by the invitations of the common-wealth, as 
alfo deterr’d by the plague that rag’d amongft 
them, together with the want of pay and neceua- 
ries, ran by whole troops to Cromwell’s camp •, 
who made very great ufe of the Irijh animolities, 
and of the jealoufies , between them and Ormond. 
He us’d to ask fome of the marquis’s friends, whom 
he had taken prifoners. What the marquis of Or- 
mond had to do with Charles Stuart, and what ob- 
ligations be bad receiifd from him ; and then would 
Ipeak of the hard ufage his grandfather had, met 
with from king James, and the long imprifbnment 
he had fuftained by him, for not fubmitting to an 
extrajudicial determination, andfaid, he was confi- 
dent, if the marquis and be could meet and confer to- 
gether, they Jhould part very good friends. And ma- 
ny, who heard thefe difcourfes, by his permiffion, 
gave the marquis information of all he had faid. 

Whilst the army continued in their winter- 
quarters, the vigilant and a£Uve Cromwell would 
not fit {till, but vifited all the garrifons that were 
in his pofleffion in Munfter, and order’d all affairs 
both military and Civil. When he came to King- 
fde, the mayor of the town (as was ufual in other 
places) deliver'd to him the mace and keys j which 
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he return'd not to him again, but gave them to 1649. 
colonel Slubber the governor. This was the more 
taken notice of, hecaufe it had not been us'd by the 
lord-lieutenant •, but the reafon of this proceeding 
was, becaufe the mayor was an Irijhman , and allb 
a papift, and fo 'twas not judg’d proper to entruft ' 
fuch a one with the government of fo important a 
place. 

About this time the parliament being appre- 
henfive of the defigns that were carrying on againft 
them in Scotland in favour of the king, and think- 
ing they might have occafion to make ufe of Crom- 
well for preventing the mifchief that threatncd 
them from thence, refolv’d that he fhould be fent 
for over into England , ordering the fpeaker to 
write a letter to him for that purpofe j but it being 
towards the latter end of March before he receiv’d 
this letter, and it being not his temper to lie long 
idle, when he knew he had much to do, he pro- 
ceeded in his work of reducing Ireland , and was 
very fuccefsful in it. The month of January was He takes 
hardly expir’d, when the army took the field again the field 
_ in two bodies, which he divided <jn purpofe to di- a 8* in * 
ftrefs the marquis of Ormond. Himfelf took one 
party, and another was led by Ireton , who march’d 
away to Carrick , in order to reinforce himfelf by 
the conjunction of colonel Reynolds. Thefe were to 
march into the enemy’s quarters two feveral ways, 
and to meet together at a rendezvous near Kilkenny . 

In order to this defign, Cromwell with his party 
march’d away over the Blackwater , towards the . 
counties of Limerick and Tipperary. The firft 
pl^ce reduc’d by him was a caftle call’d Kilkenny , 
upon the borders of the county of Limerick. Af- g everal 
ter that, he took Cloghcrn-boufe, belonging to places de- 
Sir Richard Everard , one of the fupreme council liver’d.up 
of the Irijh. From thence he march’d to Rogbill- t0 him ’ 
caftle, which upon fummons was deliver’d up to 
him. Here with much difficulty he pafs’d die ri- 
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1649. ver Shewr , and without delay march’d away to 
\yr\J Feathard , a garrifon town where one Butler was 
governor. Being got into the fuburbs about ten 
at night, hefent a trumpet with a fummons to the 
town i but they ihot at the trumpet, and being in- 
form’d that the lord-lieutenant was with the party, 
they faid, That it was not a fit time to fend a fummons 
in the night. Upon this a refolution being taken 
to ftorm, the governor thought fit to fend two 
commiflioners to treat with the lord-lieutenant ; and 
after one night fpent in the treaty, the town was 
furrender’d the next morning upon articles ; which 
Cromwell the more readily granted them, becaufe 
he had but few foot, and no great guns nor ladders ; 
and feventeen companies of the Ulfler foot were 
within five miles of the town. The enemy quitted 
it in feme diibrder, after which the magidrates 
lent a petition to the lord-lieutenant, defiring his 
protection. 

He floras The forces having a little refrelh’d themfelves 
and takes at Feathard , the general march’d with them from 
Ca/an. thence to Calan, garrifon’d by the enemy. Here 
he was join’d by Ireton, Reynolds , and Zankey , 
making up in all a confiderable body. The chief 
ftrength of Calan confided in three cadles that were 
in the town'} and thefe the foldiers ftorm’d one 
after another, and carry’d them all. Thus the 
place held out but one day, and paid dear for that 
ihort refidance, all who were in arms being put to 
the fword, except Butler’s troops, which furren- 
der’d before the cannon was fired. This fo terri- 
fy’d fome who defended a houfe about a mufquet- 
fnot from the town, that they prefently fent to de- 
fire liberty to remove to Kilkenny ; which the lord- 
general readily granted. The foldiers having fuffi- 
ciently furnifh’d themfelves with the provifions they 
found in the town, march’d back again to Feathard , 
by the way, taking the two cadles of CnoEtofer , and 
BuUy-nard \ after which foon follow’d Kiltennon, 
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Arfennon , Coher , and Dundrum* very confiderable 1649. 
places. UYV 

The lord-governor Cromwell hacf now entirely 
fubdued all places of importance, except Limerick* 
Waterford* Clonmell , Galloway , and Kilkenny. Thefe 
were places of great ftrength, and would take up 
much time ; however, he refolv'd to attempt the 
laft : But fearing the force he had might not be 
fufficient to carry on the defign, he fent orders to 
colonel Hewfon* the new governor of Dublin , to 
bring him all the forces he could draw out of the 
garrilons of Wexford , and the other polls he had 
taken on that fide. Accordingly Hewfon , after 
having taken Laughlin-Bridge , join’d the lord-go- 
vernor’s army near Gowram , a populous town, 
defended by a ftrong caftle, whereof one Hammond 
a Rentijh-man was governor. Being fummoned R . 
to deliver it up, he return’d a very refoluteanfwer, cmrsm. 
having great confidence in the valour of his men, 
who were Ormond? s own regiment. Upon this, 
the great guns began to play, and did fuch furious 
execution, that he loon thought it time for him to 
beat a parley : But it was now too late i for he 
could obtain no other conditions than thefe, “ That 
“ the common ibldiers fhould have their lives, and 
“ the officers be difpos'd of as fhould be thought 
“ fit.” The place being thus delivered up, to 
which Hammond was enforc'd by the fedition of the 
Ibldiers, he and all the commiffion-officers but one, 
were- the next day fhot to death ; and the prieft, 
who was chaplain to the popilh foldiers in the re- 
giment, hanged. 

After this, the lord-governor proceeds in his Befiege* 
defign of befieging tKe city of Kilkenny. The gar- 
rifon there required a more than ordinary ftrength . 
to reduce it, as having been again and again rein- 
forc'd by thofe who had furrender’d upon articles 
the fmall towns and callles in that county. But 
Cromwell , not at all difcouragM at this, on the 2 2d 
. of 
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1650. of March , fent firft of all a fmall party of horfe 
vrw before to make difcovery, and fhortly after came 
up with his whole force. Being advanc'd within 
a mile of the city, he made a Hand, and fent a 
> fummons to Sir Walter Butler the govemour, and 
the corporation, to deliver up the city, for the ufe 
of the parliament of England. The anfwer which 
was, return’d the next day not being fatisfa&ory, 
Cromwell made his approaches near to the wall, and 
caus'd a battery to be erefted in the molt convenient 
place for annoying the befieged, and opening an 
entrance to the befiegers. In the mean time the be- 
fieged were not idle ; but obferving where the ene- 
my bent his greateft ftrength, endeavour’d there to 
make the greateft oppofition, by railing two re- 
trenchments within, ftrongly pall ifading them, and 
placing fbme pieces that might play to the beft ad- 
vantage. Cromwell however, having made all the 
neceflary preparations, fell furioufly to battering the 
walls j whereby, after making about an hundred 
fliot, a breach was open’d. In the mean while, 
v colonel Ewer, with a thoufand foot, was order'd to 

attempt another part of the city, called Irijh-town j 
and the better to facilitate this enterprize, the lbl- 
diers were order’d to attack the foremention'd 
. breach ; which they accordingly did, but were forc’d 
to retreat with lofs. However, the defign took 
effect ; for by this means the whole ftrength of the 
enemy was held in play r while colonel Ewer with 
his party gain’d Irijh-town •, which they did with 
very little lofs. There was on the other fide'of the 
river another fmall town, or fuburbs to the main city, 
and it was thought conveniept to fend eight com- 
panies of foot to po fiefs themfelves of it ; which was 
done without any oppofitfon : And this animated 
them to endeavour to force a paflage over the bridge 
into the city *, but the fame misfortune happen’d as 
before at the breach. However, thefe defperate 
attempts occafion’d the govemour to reflect more 

ferioufly 
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ierioufly upon his prefent circumftances ; for the gar- 
' rifon in Cantwel-caSle, whom he had font for, had 
defired pafies of the lord-govemour Cromwell to go 
beyond fea, and enter themfelves into the fervice of 
foreign princes, engaging never to ad againft the 
parliament of England ; which requeft Cromwell 
granted them. But that which moft of all drfcou- 
rag'd the gpvernour, was, that he muft not only de- 
fend himfelf, but muft alfo be his own relief, these 
being no army in the field fufficient for that purpofe. 
.Thefe things, together with the confideration, that 
the longer he ftood out the worfe he would fare, in- 
duc’d him to enter into a treaty ; and after a day’s 
debate, they came to an agreement upon the follow- 
ing terms : *' Firft, That the city and caftle fhould 
“ be deliver’d up to the lord-govemour Cromwell , 
“ with all the arms, ammunition, and publick (lores. 
“ Secondly , The inhabitants of Kilkenny to be pro- 
“ teded-in.their perfons, goods, and eftates, from 
** the violence of the foldiery ; and fuch as had' a 
“ mind to remove, to have liberty lb to do, three 
“ months after the date of the articles. 'Thirdly, 
J “ The governour, officers, and foldiers to march 
“ away with bag and baggage. Fourthly , The city 
“ to pay two thouland pounds as a gratuity to his 
v “ excellencythe lord Cromwell & army-” 

Thus was the city of Kilkenny , which had been 
the nurfery of the late rebellion, and the refidence 
of the fupreme council, reduc’d to the parliament's 
obedience in left th?ui a week’s time, and that chiefly 
by the vigilance, activity, §.nd indefatigable indu- 
ftry of the lord general Cromwell •, who would al- 
ways bear a (hare in the hardlhips his foldiers were 
expos’d to, and never flinch from them at any time 
when his perfbnal valour was neceflary ; lb that he 
frequently laid afide the dignity of a great com- 
mander, to ad the part of a private foldier. 

CROMWELL ftay’d no longer at Kilkenny 
than was neceflary to fettle the affairs of that city ; 

after 


Digitized 


ted by Google 


*39 

1650. 



.140 The LIFE of 

1650. after which he march’d with die army to Carrtci, 
'v/v^i from thence to proceed upon further action. Here 
to the**”- ^ e . wrote a l etter to die fpeaker of the parliament, 

n giving a pardcular account of the taking of Kilken - 

ny, and feveral other places of lefs importance. 
And then concerning his coming over into England, 
he confels’d he had receiv’d many private intima- 
tions of the parliament’s pleafure, as to that matter, 
and copies of their yotesj but all thefe were but- 
private intimations. He faid, that he receiv’d not 
the fpeaker’s letter till March 2 2d, which was dated 
Jan. 8. and then fuppofed the army to be in winter- 
quarters, and the time of the year not fuitable for 
prefent action : Upon which he concludes thus ; 
“ Making this as the reafonof your command (viz. 
“ the army being in winter-quarters, &c.) and 
“ your forces having been in aftion ever fince 
“ Jan. 29. and your letter which was to be the 
** rule of my obedience, coming to my hands after 
“ our having been fb long in aftion, with refpeft 
“ had to the reafons you were pleas’d to ufe there- 
“ in *, and having receiv’d a letter, ligned by your- 
“ felf of the 26th of Feb. which mentions not a 
“ word of the continuancfc of your pleafure con- 
“ ceming my coming over •, I did humbly conceive 
“ it much confifted with my duty, humbly to beg 
“ apofitive fignification, what your will is ; pro- 
** feffing (as before the Lord) that I am moft ready 
“ to obey your commands herein, widi all alacri- 
<e ty ; rejoicing only to be about that work which 
“lam called to by thofe whom God hath’ fet over 
“ me, which I acknowledge to be you ; and fear- 
“ ing only in obeying you, to difobey you. I 
“ moft humbly and earneftly befeech you to judge 
“ for me, whether your letter doth not naturally 
“ allow me the liberty of begging a more clear ex- 
“ preffion of your command and pleafure ; which 
“ when vouchfafed to me, will find moft ready 
“ and chearlul obfervance from, &c” , 
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About this time, the marquis of Ormond , 1650.' 
the lord Caftlebaven , and the bilhop of Clogber, 
reflecting on the defperate condition of. their af- . 

fairs, appointed a meeting in JVeft-Meatb , with the 
gentlemen of that county, to confider of fome 
better way to fupport their caufe, which was now 
almoft ruin*d every' where. - In this meeting Or- 
mond propos’d; “ Firft, Whether they were able 
“ to raife fuch forces, as might be fuflicient to 
“ engage with Cromwell. Secondly , In cafe they 
“ were not able to fight, whether it were not ne- 
“ ceflary with all the forces they could make, to 
“ fall into the Englifb quarters, and there to 
“ bum and deftroy what they could, that they 
“ might not be able to fubfift. ‘Thirdly, If this were 
“ not feafible, then whether it were not mod con- 
“ venient for them all to join in fome propofitions 
“ of peace for the whole kingdom ; or every one 
** for himfelf, to make his particular application.’* 

This laft expedient was mod approv’d of by fome ; 
but the chief of them being confcious of their own 
guilt thought they were not very likely to obtain 
good conditions, when neceffity oblig’d them to be 
fupplicants V and therefore to moleft the Englijh in 
their quarters was judg’d to be mod advifeable 
for them all, thereby to protraCt time, till they 
fhould have a fit opportunity to efcape out of the 
kingdom. 

The lord-lieutenant having well refrefh’d his CrmmtU 
army after the fiege of Kilkenny , march’d from Jv** 86 *,. 
Carrick, and fat down before Clonmell, another C tnmt * 
confiderable place, in which was a garrifbn of two 
thoufand foot, and a hundred and twenty horfe. 

No fooner was the fiege form’d but colonel Rey- 
nolds and Sir Tbeopbilus Jones were order’d to 
march away with a detatchment of two thoufand 


five hundred horfe, foot, and dragoons, to pre- 
vent Ormond? s defign of falling into the parliament’s 
quarters; and notice hereof being fent to Sir 
* n . Charles 
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Charles Coot , he thereupon took the field with 
three thoufand men. But the enemy fhifting from 
place to place to avoid fighting, colonel Reynolds, 
that his men might not remain idle, befieged 
Tecrogham. In the mean time, the lord BroghBl 
being detatch’d with another party of one .thoufand 
four hundred horfe and dragoons, and one thou- 
fand two hundred foot, to fight the bifhop of 
Rofs, who with five thoufand men, was marching 
to relieve Clonmell , he foon got up with them and 
totally routed them, killing about ieven hundred 
upon the place, taking twenty captains, lieutenants, 
and other officers *, as alfo the bilhop himfelf with 
the ftandard of the church of Munfter. The lord 
BroghilPs horfe are faid to have done the fcrvice 
before the foot came up, and at fuch a pafs, where 
a hundred mulqueteers might have repell’d all the 
horfe in Ireland. The bifhop was carried to a 
cattle which was kept by his own forces, and 
there lung’d before the walls, in the fight of the 
garrifon ; who were fo difmay’d at it, that they 
immediately furrender’d the cattle to the parlia- 
ment's fbr5es. This bifhop us’d to fay, ‘There 
was no way to fecure the Englifh, but by banging 
them and now himfelf met with the fame fate. 

Th ese advantages were a great encouragement 
to thofe who lay before Clonmell ; which the lord- 
lieutenant us’d' more than ordinary induftry to re- 
duce, underftanding that its defenders were very 
Unanimous, and withal choice men, well armed, 
and in all refpe&s prepar’d to make a vigorous re- 
fittance. Betides, it was govern’d by an a&ive 
Irtjhman , one Hugh O Neal, who had employ’d 
all hands in the town for catting up new couneer- 
fcarps on the infide of the old walls, and doing 
every thing elfe that might tend to fecure the place i 
fo that it feem’d impoffible to gain it by afiault. 

However, the valiant and a&ive Craptwell , 
whole bufinefs now requir’d a quick difpatoh, in 
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regard that his fervice was likely very foon to be 1650. 
wanted elfewhere, refolved to try that courier 
And fo having fummon’d the governor to fur- 
render, and receiving no fatisfaftory anfiyer, he ftonn. * 
order’d the great'guns to be planted ; which did 
fuch ix>ble execution, that a breach was very foon 
open’d, which the befiegers, upon a fignal given, f 
couragioufly enter’d, and met with as gallant a re- 
finance from the befieged ; notwith (landing which 
the former made good their ground, and main- 
tained a fight for four hours together, with doubt- 
ful luccefs, there being a great (laughter on both 
fides : But at fell the enemy was forced to quit the 
place, and betake themfelves t” flight ; and tho* 
they were very much favour’d by fome hills near 
the town, yet could they not efcape the fury of the 
victorious foldiers, who killed many of them in 
the purfuit. An eminent commander in the army, 
who was himlelf in this fight, gave this account of 
it : “ That they found in Clonmll the ftouteft 
“ enemy that ever was found by the army in Ire- 
“ land i and it was his opinion, and of many 
“ more, that there was never feen lb hot a ftorm 
“ of fo long a continuance, and fo gallantly de- 
“ fended, neither in England nor Ireland The 
fubduing of this place, though with fo much diffi- 
culty, made fuch an impreffion on many more, 
that in a very little time they fubmitted without fo 
much as ftriking a ftroke. 

While Cromwell was thus conquering in one Other fee- 
part 'of Ireland , Coot and VenaUes had the like 
fuccefs in another, and brought all the north under 
his obedience : The bifhop of Clogher was here 
entirely routed, and being taken prifoner, met 
with, the lame fate as the bifhop of Rofi \ and in 
this fight three thoufand of the old lrijh rebels 
were (lain. 

Thus the lord-lieutenant was on all hands at- 
tended with fuccefs j and he gave a conftant ac- 
count 
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1650. count of hiis proceedings to the parliament and 
V'yS-' council of ftate, in all his letters exhorting them to 
give the glory unto God, to whom it was only due. 
His proceeding fo profperoufly in his affairs, and 
obtaining thereby fo great a fway, occafioned 
a book to be difperfed about this time, entituled, 
The character of king Cromwell; which, though 
' fupprefs’d for a libel, is laid to have been even re- 
ceiv’d as a kind of prophecy. And indeed by the 
gpod government of the army, in Ireland , ,and the 
great fuccefe of it, and the well ordering of the 
civil affairs of that kingdom, Cromwell obtained a 
very great intereft, not only in the officers of the 
army, both there and here, but likewife in the 
parliament and council of ftate, and all their party ; 
only the Scots and Prefbyterians were generally no 
favourers of him or his proceedings. He was now 
preparing to take Waterford and Duncannon, which 
he had mifs’d of before; and had actually block’d 
Cromwell up Waterford , when about the middle of May, he 
appoint* was by a new order, or rather requeft of the par- 
deputy** ^ ament » obliged to leave the finifhing of his fb 
far extended conquefts to his fon-in-law Ireton , 
whom, for that purpofe, he conftituted lord-de- 
puty. He' had been in Ireland about nine months ; 
a very inconfiderable time, if we refpeft the great 
work he perform’d therein, which was more than 
ever any Icing or queen of England was able to do 
in fo many years before. 

All Irt- WATERFORD was furrender’d fbon after his 
land in a departure ; and fo remarkable was the parliament's - 
manner fuefcefs in all parts of that kingdom, through the 
reduced by a £fcivc valour, prudence, and induftry of the lord- 
lieutenant Cromwell , and thofe whom he employ'd 
under him, that in left than a year's time, they 
were matters of all but Limerick , Galloway., and 
fbme few garrifons and forces on the Fafi- 
neffes. Before the lord-governor left the ifle, 
that he might the better weaken the lrijh , he conr 
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. triv’d fheans for tranfporting no lefs than forty 1650. 
thoufand of them out of the nation, into the fer- 
vice of foreign princes ♦, of whom few ever re- 
turn’d again to their native country : So great a 
fcourge was he to that rebellious and blood- thirfty 
generation. 

C R O MW E L L having. appointed Inton his H>« tri- 
deputy, and vifited thofe places in Munfter , which “mphant 
had lately fubmitted to the parliamenr, with de- 
fign to fettle the civil as well as military affairs of 
that province ; for which end he made John Coke , 

Efq; chief juftice of Munfter j and having order’d 
all things in the beft manner that was poflible, he 
embark’d for England , and failed home, as ’twere, 
in triumph. After a boifterous paffage, he tended 
at Briftol , where the great guns were fir’d thrice 
over at his arrival, and he was welcom’d with 
many other demonftrations of joy. Hence, with- 
out delay, he polls for London ; and on Hounftow- 
beatb , was met by the lord-general Fairfax', many 
members of parliament and officers of the army, 
and multitudes of people, who came out of cu- 
riofity to fee him, who had made himfelf fo fa- 
mous, and acquir’d fuch high renown by his great 
and valiant attions. Being thus attended, ‘he pro- 
ceeds on, and coming to Hyde-park is faluted with 
great guns, and feveral vollies of fhot from co- 
lonel Barkftead’ s regiment, which was drawn up 
in the way for that purpofe. Thus in a trium- , 
phant manner he enter’d the city of London, amidft 
a croud of attendants, friends, citizens, fcfr. and 
was receiv’d with great demonftrations of joy. 

Here *tis obferv’d, that as he did not refufe the ho- 
nours that were paid to him on this occafion, fo he 
fhew’d he had too much good fenfej^-make much 
account of them ; for as he was'paSing by Tyburn, 
a certain flatterer pointing to the crowds of people 
that came to meet him, and faying. See what 'a 
multitude of people come to attend your triumph •, he 

L anfwer’d 
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1650. anfwer’d with a fmile and very unconcern’d. 
More would come to fee me bang’d. Being con- 
ducted to the Cock-fit , which had been prepared 
, for his reception, the lord-mayor and aldermen 
of London , and many other perfens of quality, 

. paid their vifits to him, congratulating the fade 
arrival of his excellency, and expreffing their own 
and the nation’s great obligations to him. Hav- 
ing refumed his place in parliament, the fpeaker 
in an elegant fpeech gave him the thanks of the 
houfe, for the great and faithful fervices he had 
perform'd for the common-wealth in the nation 
of Ireland: After which the lord-lieutenant gave 
them a full and particular account of the prefent 
ftate and condition of that country. 

Item's And here, as it will not fall in my way in the 
death and remaining part of this hiftory, I fhall conclude 
c a ‘ this Chapter with the death and character of the 
lord-deputy Ireton, who died about ‘a year and a 
half after Cromwell’s departure. He had pro- 
ceeded very fuccefsfully in his new government 
and command and after the taking of feveral 
places, giving articles to fome, and making ex- 
amples of others, he attempted the ftrong city of 
Limerick, which after a long liege, at laft fur- 
render*d to him : But falling fick of the plague 
here fhortly after, he ended his days on the 26th 
' of November, 1651. This man has been highly 
extolled by fome, and as much condemn’d by 
others. So far as we have had occafion to mention 
him in this hiftory, we have given as juft an ac- 
count of his aftions and proceedings as we could ; 
wherein the reader muft be left to cenfure or ac- 
quit him as he fhall think fit, after we have given 
, this Ihort character of him from Wbitelock , who 

feems the moft impartial : “ This gentleman, 
“ fays he, was a perfon very active and induftri- 
" ous (or, as he fays elfewhere, a man of in- 
“ djiftry and invention) and ftiff in his ways and 

“ pur- 
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** purpofes : He was of good abilities for counfel 1650. 
♦* as well as aftion 5 and made much ufe of his 
“ pen, and was very forward to reform the pro- 
“> ceedings in law, wherein his having been bred 
“ a lawyer was an help to him. He was (lout fn 
the held, and wary and prudent in his counfel, 

“ and exceedingly forward as to the bufinefs of a , 

“ common-wealth. He married Cromwell's daugh- 
“ ter, who had a great opinion of him ; and no 
“ man could prevail fo much, nor order him fo 
“ far as Ireton could. His death (truck a great 
“ fadnefs into Cromwell ; and indeed it was a 
(< great lols to him, of fo able and adtive, fo 
“ faithful, and lo near a relation, and officer un- 
“ der him.” The new commonwealth had alfo a 
great lofs by his death ; who, to exprefs their gra- 
titude for his important fervices, order'd his body 
to be brought over to England ; where having 
firft lain in ftate in Somerfet-boufe , he was interrM 
at fVeJlminjler among the Englijh kings, with the 
greateft pomp and magnificence. 


Chap. III. 

From Cromwell’* return out of Ireland, to 
the battle ^ of Dunbar. 


I N lefs than a month after the lord-lieutenant’s 
return from his conquefts in Ireland , he was 
employ’d by the parliament in a new expedition 
againft the Scots ; who, upon the king's death. The Setts 
had proclaim'd his fbn prince Charles , king of £ wt w hh 
. Scotland , England, France , and Ireland, and fent 
commilfioners to him at the Hague , to’invite his 
majefly into Scotland, or rather to acquaint him 


upon what terms he might come thither : For 
though they had declar'd his right to fucceffion, 
yet before he fhould be admitted to the exercife 

La . of 
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1650. of his royal power, he was to “ Give fatisfa&iof* 

** to the kingdom in thofe things which concern’d 
** the fecurity of religion, the unity betwixt the 
“ kingdoms, and the good and peace of that king- 
“ dom, according to the national covenant , and 
“ the folemn league and covenant.** Whilft thefe 
things were tranfa&ing, the king- began to per- 
ceive, that the States-general were very uneafy at - 
his Continuance in their dominions, fearing it 
* might give fome umbrage to the Englifh common- ' 
wealth, with whom they had no mind to break. 

, " They gave daily intimations) That the king's, refi- 

ding at the Hague, would be very inconvenient for _ 
them i and ’twas owing wholly to the great inte- 
rest and dexterity of the prince of Orange , that 
they did not fend a meflage diredlly to defire him 
to depart. However, the icing refolv’d to remove ; 
and an accident happen’d at this time, which 
haften’d that refolution ; which was the aflaffina- 
. Dr. Deri - tion of Dr. Doriflaus at the Hague. This man 
at”" ^ a d * 3een concern’d in the late king's trial •, and 
the Hague, being fent as an agent from England, for the be- 
getting and continuing a right underflranding and 
fair correfpondence betwixt the two Republicks, 
while he was at fupper in his lodgings, with many 
others at the table, fix men enter'd the room with 
their fwords drawn, and bid thofe at the table not 
ftir, for they intended no harm to any but the agent , 
who came from the rebels in England, who bad lately 
murdered their king. Hereupon one Whiteford pul- 
led Doriflaus from the table, and killed him at his 
feet, faying, Thus dies one of the regicides : And 
lo putting up their fwords, they went quietly out 
of the houfe, and efcaped unpunifhed, though the 
States pretended they had ufed their utmoft en- 
deavours to get the;n apprehended. 

The king left the Hague in May , 1649, tak- 
ing his journey into France ■, where he ftaid fome 
v - jnonths with the queen his mother at St. Germains ; 

Digitized by Google u 



Oliver Cromwell. 149 

But the court of France, growing uneafy at his 1650. 
continuance there, he at length embark’d for the 
ifle of Jerfey , which together with Guernjey , Man, 
and Stilly, had not yet fubmitted to the parlia- 
ment. 

It was no fooner known in Scotland, that the The Sects 
king was arrived at Jerfey, but Sir George Win- proceed in 
dram, laird of Libberton, was lent with a meffage their trea- 
to him i who, in the beginning of October, pre- IheTing. 
fonted the following defires and offers of the States , 
of Scotland : Firft, “ That he would fign the co- 
** venant, and pals an aft for all perfons to take 
“ it. Secondly , That he would pals the acts of 
** parliament in Scotland, which were ratified by 
“ their two laft feflions. Thirdly , That he would 
**, withdraw his commiflion from the marquis of 
“ Montrofs. Fourthly, That he would put away 
“ all Papifts from about him. Fifthly, That 
“ he would appoint fome place in Holland to 
“ treat with commiflioners from the eftates of 
** Scotland. Sixthly , That he would give a fpeedy 
** anfwer.” 

About this time, the rulers in England having 
prepar’d a fleet againft the ifle of Jerfey, it was 
judged neceflary for his majefty to leave that 
place, and return through France to Breda. Here 
he fell into new treaties with the Scotch commif- 
fioners, who waiting on him about the latter en4 
of March , infilled pn his compliance with the fol- 
lowing propofitions from the kirk and States of 
Scotland : Firft, “ That all excommunicated per- 
“ fons lhould be forbid accefs to the court. Se- 
“ condly, ■ That the king would by folemn oath, 

“ and under his hand and foal, declare his allow- 
“ ance of the national covenanP of Scotland , and 
“ of the folemn league and covenant of the three 
“ nations. Thirdly, That he lhould confirm all 
“ afls of parliament, enjoining the folemn league 

^nd covenant, eftablilhing Presbytery , the di- 
L 3 ' • “ rc£lory 
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** reSlory, the confejjxon of faith and eatechfm in 
“ the kingdom of Scotland, as they are already 
“ approved by the general aflembly of the kirk, 
“ and the parliament ; and that he would obferve 
** the fame in his own family, and fwear never 
“ to oppofe, or endeavour the alteration of the 
“ fame. Fourthly, That he would confent, that 
“ all civil matters might be determined by the 
“ prefent and fubfequent parliaments in Scotland, 
“ and all matters ecclefiaftical, by the general af- 
“ fembly of the kirk.” 

While the king was confuldng with his friends 
what was bell: to be done in this exigency, an ac- 
cident happened that had like to have broke off 
the treaty. Whilft his majefty refided at' the 
Hague, the marquis of Montrofs waited oh him, 
and undertook, if he would follow his advice, to 
reftore him to his kingdoms by force of arms. He 
only delir’d of the king power to aft in his name, 
and a fupply in money, with a letter reccommend- 
ing him to the king of Denmark for fome fhips, 
and fuch arms as he could fpare. 

All thefe being granted by the king, and pre- 
parations made for the expedition, Montrofs , with 
no more than fix or feven hundred men, in four 
(hips, refolv’d to venture his fortune, expefting 
to join with the northern people in Scotland, who 
had formerly experienc’d his great bravery and 
conduft. He got firft to the iflands of Orkney , 
and from thence into the Highlands s but could 
perform nothing of what he had undertaken, 
Lejley having ordered colonel Straughan to ad- 
vance towards him, with three hundred choice 
horfe; who in April, 1650, fet upon this ill com- 
pofed body of Montrofs, and utterly routed them. 
Montrofs fled, but was at Jaft betray’d by one of 
thofe to whom he intrufted himlelf, Mackland 
of Afftn , and was brought prifoner to Edinburgh. 
f|e was carried through the ftreets with the molt 

brutaj 
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brutal infamy that could be devis'd, and in a few 1650. 
days, by a fentence pronounced by the lord Low- UYNJ 
den, was hanged upon a gibbet thirty foot high 
for three hours ; after which he was quartered, 
and his head fet upon the Talbootb, and. his legs 
and arms over the gates of Sterling , Glafcow, Dun- 
dee, and Aberdeen. His behaviour under all his 
fufferings was as great and firm to the lad, as the 
fury of the covenanters againft him was black and 
univerfally detefted. 

The violent party in Scotland were hereupon 
for breaking off the treaty with the king, though 
by the date of the marquis's commilfion, it ap- 
peared to have been granted before the treaty com- 
thenc’d : _ However, it was carried not to recal 
their commiflioners. On the other hand, one 
would think that this cruelty to one who had aided 
by His commiffion, would effectually have pre- 
vented the king from complying with them. But 
he was in no condition to druggie with thefe men, 
and fo quickly yielded to all their demands. And The king 
being furnilhed with fome Dutch men of war by arrives in 
the prince of Orange , he embark'd for Scotland ; Scotland. 
where he landed on the 1 6th of June, after a de- 
mand from the council. That be would fegn both the 
covenants before be fet bis feet on the fhore ; to 
which he was perfuaded to confent. He tarried 
fcveral days at Dundee , attended with - one com- 
mittee from the parliament, and another from the 
kirk, who were urging his majefty to fign feveral 
propofitions, and before he comply’d, would not . 
agree to his coming to Edinburgh to be crowned. 

The parliament and committee of eftate were 
likewife endeavouring to raife an army for the [he Scots. 
king’s lervice, as they alledg’d, and to that end 
had publilh’d an a< 5 t for training of every fourth 
man, who was able to bear arms throughout the 
kingdom. With this army 'twas fuppos’d they 
Intended to invade England , and fecure the efta- 
L 4 blilhment 
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1650. blifh merit of the king in his throne. The preach-* 
r v/'V s *^ ers were very earneft in their perfuafions to en- 
gage the people in this caufe ; and nocwithftand- 
ing the feveral obflruftions they met with, by rea- 
lon of their divifions among themfelves, they com- 
pleated their levies to about fixteen thoufand foot, 
and fix thoufand horfe. The king was fufier’d to 
come once and fee this army, but not to ftay in 
' it ; for they fear’d he might gain too much upon 
the foldiers. Special care was taken not to fuffer 
malignant! or engagers , as they call’d the Hamilto- 
nian party, to be in this army. All who deferted 
their caufe, or were thought indifferent as to either 
fide, which they call’d deteftable neutrality , were 
put out of commiffion. And now the preachers, . 
thinking they had got an army of faints, feem’d 
well afiur’d of fuccefs. 

Whilst thefe tranfaftions and preparations 
were carrying on in Scotland , the commonwealth 
of England took great care to provide for its pwn 
fupport and fecurity. To this end, as has been al- . 
ready mentioned, before the king landed in Scot- 
land, it was thought neceflary to fend for the lord- 
Crmwtll lieutenant Cromwell out of Ireland who imme- 
advife* to diately advifed the council of Hate, not to be be- 
hind hand with their enemy, nor to truft to any 
after-game, but to prevent the Scots invafion of 
England , by carrying the war dire&ly into Scotland. 
But iome Scrupulous men amongft them objected, 
That to begin a war i;itb Scotland would be con- 
trary to the covenant : To which it was anfwer*d, 

“ That the Scots had already broken the covenant, 

** and that therefore it was not now binding on the 
“ one fide, after it had been diflolv’d on the o- 
“ ther.” So that they came at length to this re- 
folution, “ That having a formed army, well pro- 
• “ vided and experienced, they would march it 

“ forthwith into Scotland , to prevent the Scots 
** marching into England , and the miferies that 

“ might 
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** might attend fuch an invafion.” The lord-ge- 
neral Fairfax , being advis’d with herein, feem'd 
at firft to like the defign ; but being afterwards 
hourly perfuaded by the Prelbyterian minilters, 
and his own lady, who was a great patronels of 
them, he declared. That be was not fatisffd , that 
there was a iufl ground for the parliament of Eng- 
land, to fend their army to invade Scotland ; hut in 
cafe the Scots fhould invade England, then be was 
ready to engage againft them in defence of bis own 
country. The council of ftate being fomewhat trou- 
bled at the lord-general’s fcruples, appointed a 
committee to confer with him, in order to fatisfy 
him of the juftice and lawfulnefs .of this under- 
taking. This committee were Cromwell , Lambert , 
Harrifon , St. John, IVbitelock , &c. Cromwell open’d 
die conference ; and after fome previous difcourfe 
between the lord-general and the committee, his 
excellency acquainted them with the ground of his 
difiatisfaftion, declaring. That be did not fee that 
the Scots bad given fufficient caufe for this invafion 
of their country by the Englifli. Upon which Crom- 
well proceeded thus : “ I confefs, my lord, that if 
“ they have given us no caufe to invade them, it 
“ will not be juftifiable for us to do it ; and to 
“ make war upon them without a fufficient ground 
“ for it, will be contrary to that which in con- 
“ fcience we ought to do, and difpleafing both 
“ to God and goal men.' But, my lord, if they 
** have invaded us, as your lordlhip knows they 
** have done fince the national league and cove- 
‘ “ nant, and contrary to it, in that aftion of duke 
“ Hamilton , which was by order and authority 
* ( from the parliament of that kingdom, and io 
** the aft of the whole nation by their reprefen ta- 
*’ tives •, and if they now give us too much caufe 
** of fufpicion, that they intend another invafion 
“ upon us, joining with their king, with whom 
‘‘ they have made a full agreement, without the 

“ afTent 
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f$ 5 <s “ aflent or privity of this common-wealth ; and 
“ are very bufy at this prefent in railing forces 
“ and -money to carry on their defign: If thefe 
“ things are not a fufficient ground and caufe for 
** us to endeavour to provide for the fafety of our 
** own country, and to prevent the miferies which 
“ an invalion of the Scots would bring upon us, 1 
** humbly fubmit it to your excellency’s. judgment. 
** That they have formerly invaded us, and brought 
“ a war into the bowels of our country, is known 
“ to' all, wherein God was pleas’d to blefs us with 
“ fuccefs againft them : And that they now in- 
K tend a new invafion upon us, I do as really be- 
“ lieve, and have as good intelligence of it, as we 
u can have of any thing that is not yet adted. 
“ Therefore I lay, my lord, that upon thefe 
” grounds, I think we have a raoft juft caufe to 
“ begin, or rather to return and requite their hot- 
“ tility firft begun upon us •, and thereby to free 
** our country (if God lhall be pleas’d to aflift us, 
“ and I doubt not but he will) from the great mi- 
“ fery and calamity of having an army of, Scots 
“ within our country. That there will be a war 
“ between us, I fear is unavoidable : Your exfiel- 
“ lency will foon determine, whether it be better 
“ to have this war in the bowels of another cotin- 
“ try, or of our own ; and that it will be in one . 
** of them, I think it without fcjuple.” But ho 
arguments could prevail on the general, who de- 
clar’d that his confcience was not fatisfy’d as to the 
joftice of this war ; and therefore, that he might 
be no hindrance to the parliament’s defigns, he 
defir’d to lay down his com million. Upon which 
Cromwell fpoke again, as follows : 

“ I am very ferry your lordlhip fhould have 
*' thoughts of laying down your oommiffion, by 
“ which God hath bleffed you in the performance 
** of fo many eminent fervices for the parliament. 
“ I pray, my lord, confider all your faithful fer- 
’ yants. 
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“ vants, us who are officers, who have ferv*d un- 1650. 
“ der you, and defire to lerve under no other ge- 
“ neral. It would be a great difcouragement to 
“ all of us, and a great difcouragement to the af- 
“ fairs of the parliament, for our noble general to 
“ entertain any thoughts of laying down his com- 
“ miffion. I hope your lordfhip will never give 
“ fo great an advantage to the-publick enemy, 

“ nor fo much difhearten your friends, as to think 
“ of laying down your com miffion.” But all this 
would not do : The general ftill continued in the . 
lame mind, and concluded thus : “What would 
“ you have me do ? As far as my confidence will 
“ give way, I am willing to join with you ftill in 
“ the fervice of the parliament ; but where the 
“ conference is not fetisfy’d, none of you, I am 
“ fure, will engage in any fervice ; and that is my 
“ condition in this, -and therefore I muft defire to 
“ be excufed.” 

CROMWELL and the other officers in this 
committee were moft earned: in perfuading the ge- 
neral to continue his commiffion *, and yet ’t is faid, 
there was caufe enough to believe that they did not 
over- muck defire it. Ludlow fays, that Cromwell 
prefs’d the council of ftate, “ That notwithftand- 
“ ing the unwillingnefs of the lord Fairfax to com- 
“ mand upon this occafion, they would yet conti- 
“ nue him to be general of the army, profeffing ' 

“ for his own part, That be would rather cbufe to 
“ ferve under him in bis poft than to command the 
“ greateft army in Europe.” He alfo informs us, 
that the foremention’d committee was appointed 
upon the motion of lieutenant-general Cromwell ’, 

Who, fays he, afted bis part fo to the life , that 1 
really thought him in earneft. And indeed, if he 
had not been i£ earneft, I do not think he would 
have us’d the moft likely arguments to convince 
fhe general of the lawfolneis of the defigned expe- 
dition. 
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1 650. dition, and to prevail on him to continue his com* 
O'V*-' mi/Tion j as he certainly did.. 

The committee having made their report to 
the council of (late, of all that had pais’d, and 
acquainted them with the lord-general's total a- 
vcrfenels to march with the army into Scotland ; and 
this being order’d to be again reported to the par- 
liament, new endeavours were us’d to prevail on 
Fairfax his excellency, but without fuccefs •, and Ihortly af- 
l*r iD g ter he thought fit to refign his commiffion. But 
parliament were not much at a lols for one to 
on. Cram - fucceed in that great office *, for having fufficiendy 
mil is experienc’d the valour, conduct, and faithfulnefs of 
lieutenant-general Cromwell, they loon voted, ne- 
his room. m * ne contradicente , that he Ihould be their general ; 
and fo an a6t pais’d, For conflicting and appointing 
Oliver Cromwell, Eflp, to he captain-general in chief 
of all the forces rais’d, and to be rais’d , by autho- 
rity of parliament, within the commonwealth • of 
England. 

A private A da v or two after, there was a private confer 
between” rence between general Cromwell and colonel Lstd- 
CramutU hruo ; the occafion whereof was this : The general 
and Lua- told Ludlow, as he fat by him in the houfe, that 
having oblerv*d an alteration in his looks and car- 
riage towards him, he apprehended that he had 
entertain’d fome fufpicions of him ; and being per- 
fuaded of the tendency of both their defigns to the 
good of the publick, he defir’d that a meeting 
might be appointed, wherein they might freely lay 
, open the grounds of their miftakes and mifappre- 
henfions, and a foundation tpight.be laid for a good 
underftanding between them tor the future. Lud- 
low anfwer’d, that he dffcover’d in him what he 
had never perceiv’d in himfelf ; yet fince he was 
pleas’d to do him the honour to ddire a. free con- 
verfation with him, he affur’d him*f his readings 
therein. Hereupon they agreed to m$et that after- 
noon in the council of Hate, and from thence to 

retire 
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retire to a private room ; where general Cromwell 1650. 
endeavour’d to perfuade Ludlow of the neceffity in- 
cumbent upon him to do feveral things that appear* d 
extraordinary in the judgment of fome men , who in 
oppofttion to him , took fuch courfes as would bring 
ruin upon tbemfelves , as well as him and the publick 
caufe } affuring him, That bis intentions were en- 
tirely directed to the good of the people , and that he 
was mojl ready to facrifice bis life in their fervice. 

Ludlow cunfefs’d his former difiatisfa&ion with 
him and the reft of the army, when they were 
treating with the king, whom he look’d upon as 
the only obftruftion to the fettlement of the na- 
tion ; and with their actions at the rendezvous, 
where they (hot a foldier to death, and imprifon’d 
fqveral others', upon the account of that treaty ; 
which he conceiv’d to. have been done without au- 
thority, and for finifter ends : Yet as they had fince 
manifested their adherence to the commonwealth, 
he was well enough fatisfy’d, tho’ fome things were 
ftill carry’d otherwife than he could wilh. Here- 
upon (as Ludlow himfelf, who relates this confe- 
rence, tells us) the general acknowledg’d, that his 
diflatisfaSion with the army, whilft they were 
treating with the king, was founded upon good rea- 
fons, and excus’d what had been done at the ren- 
dezvous, as abfolutely neceffary to keep things from 
falling into confufion ; which muft have follow’d 
upon that divifion, if it had not been feafonably 
prevented. He further tells us, that the general 
profefs’d to defire nothing more, than that the go- 
vernment of the nation might be fettled in a free 
and equal commonwealth; acknowledging, that 
there was no other probable means to keep out the 
old family and government from returning upon 
them. Then after a long difcourfe, favouring much 
of enthufiafm, after the manner of thole times, he 
added, “ That it was his intention to contribute 
“ the utmoft of his endeavours to make a thorough 

“ reformation 
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“ reformation of the clergy and lav : But, faid he, 
** the fans of Zerviah are yet too firong for us ; and 
“ we cannot mention the reformation of. the law, but 
“ they presently cry out, we defign to deftroy pro- 
“ perty i whereas the law, as * tis new conflituted, 
Jerves only to maintain the lawyers, and to encou- 
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rage the neb to opprefs the poor : Affirming, that 
Mr. Coke, then juftice in Ireland, by proceeding 
in a fummary and expeditious way, determin'd 
more caufes in a week, than JVeftminjter-ball in 
a year.” He faid further, “ That Ireland was 
as a dean paper in that particular, and capahle 
of bdng govern’d by fuch laws as ffiould be 
found mod agreeable to juftice *, which may be 
fo impartially adminifter'd as to be a good pre- 
cedent even to England itfelf, where, when they 
once perceive property preferv’d at an eafy and 
cheap rate in Ireland, they will never permit 
themfelves to be cheated and abufed, as now they 
“.are.” 

Before the lord-general's departure for the 
Scotch expedition, he mov’d the .council of date, 
“ That fince they had employ’d him about a work 
“ which would require all his care, they would be 
“ pleas'd to eafe him of the affairs of Ireland 
Which they not confenting to, he then moved, 
“ That they would at leaft fend over fome com- 
“ miffioners for managing the civil affairs •, affuring 
“ them likewife, that the military being more than 
“ major-general Ireton could poffibly carry on, 
“ without the affiftance of fome general officer to 
“ command the horfe, which employment was be- 
“ come vacant by the death of the brave lieutenant- 
“ general Jones, it was ablolutely neceftary to com- 
“ miffionate fome worthy perfon for that employ- 
“ ment, and to authorize him to be one of their 
“ commiffioners for the civil government.” And 
thereupon he mentioned colonel Ludlow as a fit per- 
fon for that charge*, telling them, “ That tho’ he 

- “ himfelf 

Digitized by \jOOQ»IC 



Oliver Cromwell. 159 

** hhnfelf was empowered by virtue of his comrnif- 1630. 

“ fion from the parliament, to nominate the lieu- 
tenant-general of the horfe, yet becaule the gen- 
“ deman he propos’d, was a member of parlia- 
“ ment, and of the council of ftate, he defired, for 
** the better fecuring the obedience of the army to 
“ him, that the parliament might be mov’d to 
“ nominate and appoint him to that employment,** 

In the end the council agreed, ** That the houle 
“ fhould be moved to appoint colonel Ludlow lieu- 
“ tenant-general of the horfe in Ireland ; and that 
“ the lord-general Cromwell , major-general Ireton , 

“ colonel Ludlow , colonel John Jones, and major 
“ Solway , or any three of them, fhould be autho- 
“ riz’d by aft of parliament, to be commiffioner* 

“ fpr the adminiftration of , the civil affairs in that 
“ nation.” And the parliament concur’d with the 
council herein, with the addition only of Mr. Wea- 
ver, a member of the houfe, to be one of the com- 
miflioners for managing the civil government. 

The lofd-general Cromwell having thusprovided 
for the well ordering of the affairs of Ireland , fatJemi. 
©n the 29th of June fet out on his journey 40- 
wards the army in the north. He received great 
demonflrations of refpeft from the generality of the 
people, as he pafled along ; and on the 4th of July 
he arriv’d" at fork, accompany’d with many great Arrive* at 
officers of the army. Here the lord-mayor and al- York. 
dermen attended him, and invited him and his offi- 
cers to a ftately dinner, where they were highly 
carefs’d, and entertain’d with mighty expreflions of 
joy. But having his bufinefs chiefly at heart, he 
ftaid here no longer than to order fupplies for the 
r army and haften their rendezvous. 

Before this, the committee of eftates in Scot- The Stott 
land , feeming to be furprized at the news of the 
Engiijh army’s marching northwards, began to ex- ter t0 the 
poflulate the matter with the parliament; fending parlia- 
a letter to the fpeaker by colonel Grey , to this effeft, n,ent * 

“ That 
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1 650. 44 That they wondered at the report of the Englijb 
44 army’s advance towards their country, and that 
44 many of their fhips were fecur’d by the Englijb 
44 contrary to the aft of pacification in the large 
** treaty, whereby no afts of hoftility were to be 
44 ufed againft each other, without three month’s 
44 warning given before-hand : That the forces 
44 they were raifing were only for their own de- 
44 fence ; and therefore they defined to know, if 
44 the Englijh army, now on their march north- 
44 ward, were defign’d for offence or defence ; to 
** guard their own borders, or invade Scotland .” 

' Letters of the fame import were alfo fent to Sir 
Arthur Haflerigg governor of Newcajlle, major-gc- 
‘ neral Lambert , and the lord-general Cromwell. ' 
The per- On the other hand, the parliament of England ■. 
AdMatit publifhed a declaration of the grounds and reafons 
on of the °f their army's advance northwards ; fome of which 
grounds of were to this effeft : “ Fir ft, That the Scots, con- 
pro- «« trary t0 their agreement, had once already inva- 
8** 44 ded England under duke Hamilton , and were 
44 now ready for a fecond invafion •, fo that the 
Englijh were advanc’d againft them only by way 
“ of prevention. Secondly , That altho’ they could 
“ not claim to themfelves any authority or domi- 
“ nion over the Englijh , yet in Scotland they pro- 
“ claimed Charles Stuart king of England and Ire- 
“ land i and fince that, promis’d to afiift him a- 
** gainft this commonwesuth. Thirdly , That they 
“ declared againft the Englijh parliament and ar- 
“ my, as Sectaries, ranking them with malignants * 
“ and papifts } and had refolved to impofe. their 
4 ‘ form of religion upon the Englijh nation.” 

The Scots perceiving that with all their arts the 
parliament of England was not to be impos’d on, 
now laboured by all methods pofiible to render their 
army odious, and incenfe the people againft them. 
To this end they gave out, “ That Cromwell had a 
** commiflion to come for Scotland with fire and 

14 fword. 
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•* (word, and was to give no quarter to arty Scot j 
and that he was to have all he could conquer for 
“ himfelf and his foldiers.” And -they further re- 
ported, “ That th tEngliJh army intended to put all 
“ men to the fword, and to thruft hot irons thro* 
“ the women’s breads.” This exceedingly terri- 
fy’d the people, till they were fomewjiat eas’d by a 
declaration of the lord-general and the army, di- 
rected to the well-affeCted in Scotland , to the follow- 
ing purpofe : “ That being to advance into Scotland, 
** for the ends exprefs’d in the parliament’s decla- 
“ ration; and confidering the practices of fome in 
“ that nation, whole defigns. were by unjult re- 
** proaches and falle danders to make their army 
‘Vodious, and reprefent them as monfters rather 
“ than men ; therefore, to clear themfelves, they 
>* could do no otherwife than to remind them of 
4 * their behaviour when they were before in Scot- 
** land : What injury was then done either to the 
** perfons,houfes,or goods of any? Confidering this, 
** it was hop’d that the prefent falfe reports would 
“ not affright them from their habitations.” And 
they further declar’d u from the integrity of their 
“ hearts, That’fuchof the gentry and commonalty, 
** as inhabited where the army might come ; they 
** being none of thofe who by their counfels laid 
** the foundation of a fecond invafion, or Clos’d 
** with him who had endeavour’d to engage foreign 
“ princes againft the commonwealth of England , 
**■ and had exercis’d aftual hoftility, by commif- 
“ fioning pirates to fpoil the Ihips and goods belong- 
** ing thereto ; Ihould not have the lead violence or 
” injury offer’d to them, either in body or goods ; 
“ or if any Ihould happen, upon complaint made, 
“ redrefs and fatisfaCtion Ihould immediately be 
** had. Wherefore they delir’d all perfons to con- 
** tinue in their habitations, alfuring them they 
“ Ihould enjoy what they had without any didur- 
44 bonce.” Copies of this declaration were imme- 
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1650. diately fent into Scotland ; an<^ the country folks* 
vxv*-* that came to Berwick market, had their pockets 
fill’d with diem, to carry home and difperfe a- 
mong their neighbours. 

Hepro- T h. t general in the mean time leaving Toth, came 
to Northallerton, and the next day to Darlington , 
J^ our * where, as he palm’d by, the train of artillery, which 
was 'quarter’d there, faluted him with feven pieces 
of ordnance. From hence he polls to Durham , 
wherehewas met by Sir Arthur Haflerigg, who con- 
duced him to Newcaftle, where he was governour, 
and entertain’d him there with a great deal of gal- 
lantry. Here the lord-general and his officers kept 
a folemn fed, to implore the bleffing of God upon 
the prelent expedition 1 And then having duly con- 
fider*d the affairs of the army, he fettled a method 
for fupplying it from time to time with provifions. 
This done, he leaves Newcaftle , and haftens to- 
wards Berwick ; and his forces being all come up, 
he on the 20 tb of July caufed a general rendezvous 
©f them to be on Haggerfton-Moor, four miles from 
Berwick ; where he was receiv’d by the army with 
great fliouting and other figns of joy. Being all 
drawn up in battalia, there appear'd a gallant . 
body of about five thouland horfe and eleven thou- 
sand foot. The general marched them about two 
or three hundred paces, and then difmifled them 
' to their quarters, whilft himfelf went to Berwick ; 
whence the army's declaration was fent into Scot- 
land, containing the grounds of their march into- 
that kingdom, one copy of it to the Scotch gene- 
ral, another tb the parliament^. and a third to the 
committee of eftates. 

- The army being thus quarter’d upon the very 

edge of Scotland, the lord-general two days after, 
drew them out on a hill within Berwick bounds j 
where they had a full ptofpeft of the adjacent coun- 
try, the ftnge whereon they were fo foon to aft 
their parts. Here he made a fpeech to them, de- 
claring 
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claring the grounds of their prefent undertaking. 1650. 
and fomething in relation to his coming from Ire- 
land, and the providence that bad defigitd this coth- 
mand to bim ; and exhorting them to be faithful 
and couragious, and then not to doubt of a biefling 
from God, and all encouragement from himfelf. 

This fpeech was anfwer’d with loud and unanimous 
acclamations from the ibldiers *, who being order'd 
to march, went on fhouting as theyenteifd Scotland. Hie enters 
That night they quarter’d in the field near the lord ^ {atland ‘ 
Mordingtoris caftle ; where the lord-general, for 
the better preferving good order and difcipline, 
caus'd a .proclamation to be made throughout the 
camp, “ That none, on pain of death, fhould offer 
violence or injury to the perfons or goodsof any 
“ in Scotland not in arms ; and withal, that none 
“ on the fame penalty do prefume, without fpe- 
“ rial licence, to ftraggle half a mile from their 
** quarters.'' From hence they advanc'd for Co- 
berfpatb, and the next day arriv’d at Dunbar , where Arrim ah 
they were recruited with provifions from the fbips D**hr, 
lent thither from England for that purpole ; for the 
country afforded them none, the Scotch effaces 
having taken a courfe before-hand, to clear all the 
country from Berwick to Edinburgh, of all things 
that might afford any fuccour or relief to the Eng- 
lijh army. But this entertainment did not in the 
, lead; difcourage them, it being no other than they 
expe&ed. 

The army being fomewhat refrefh’d at Dun- Marches 
bar, march'd from thence to Haddington, twelve Had ’ 
miles from Edinburgh and all this without the 
lead oppofition, not feeing all diis while the free 
of an enemy in arms ; nor did they in all their 
„ march fee one Scotchman under fixty years of age, 
nor any youth above fix, and but very few women 
and children •, they being all fied from their 
habitations, upon their miniflers' telling them, 

** That the Englijb would cut the throats of all- 
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“ between fixty and fixteen years old, cut off 
“ the right hands of all the youths under fixteen 
“ and above fix, burn the womens breafts with hot 
** irons, and deftroy all before them.” Where- 
upon, as the army march’d through fome towns, 
poor women fell on their knees, begging that 
they would not burn their breafts before they de- 
ftroy*d them, and children begg’d them to fave 
their lives i fo much did the people believe what 
their minifters had told them. 

The next day after the army’s remove to Had- 
dington , they underfipod that the enemy was dif- 
potod to give them battle on a heath called Glad/- 
moor. Whereupon the Englijb endeavour’d to 
pofieis themfelves of the place before them, that 
they might have the advantage of ground in cafe 
they fhould meet' them: But the Scots, it feems, 
thought not fit to appear. Upon this major-ge- 
neral Lambert and colonel Wholly were order’d to 
advance with one thoufand four hundred horfe to- 
ward Mufclcborougb, four miles frpm Edinburgh } 
and major Hains commanding the forlorn, faced 
the enemy within three quarters of a mile of their 
trenches. The next day the lord>-general drew up 
his whole army before Edinburgh near which the 
Scotch army was encamp'd upon a very advantageous- 
ground. Here fome fkirmiihes happen’d about 
the polfeflion of king Arthur**- hill, a place within 
a mile of the city which the Englijb gain'd, hav- 
ing beaten the enemy from it 1 and loon after pof- 
fefied themfelves of a church and feveral houfes. 
But all thefe provocations could not prevail on the 
Scots to forfake their trenches, nor would they by 
any means be drawn forth to engage in a general 
combat. The lord-general intended to have made 
an attempt upon them ; but there fell fo great a 
rain, which continued all night, and part of the 
next day, and his men were fo wearied out with 
hard duty, that he was oblig’d to draw off his ar- 
my 
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my to Mufcleborough, there to refrefh and recruit 1650. 
it with provifions. As he drew off, the Scots, who 
labour’d all they could to vex and diftreis the Eng- 
lijb army, without coming to a general engagement 
. with them. Tallied out, and falling upon the rear- 
guard, put them into lome diforder *, but major- 
general Lambert and colonel Wballey coming in to 
their relief, routed the Scots, and beat them back 
into their trenches. Lambert was wounded in the 
charge, and had his horfe killed under him ; but. 
they took two colours, and feveral prifoners of the “ 
enemy ; whilft the king ftood all the while upon 
the caftle, and law the encounter. Some few of 
the Englijb were kill’d, but for more of the Scots, 
amongft whom were Tome perfons of quality. Af- Retreats 
ter this, the Englijb march’d on quietly to Mufcle- 10 Mufclt- 
borougb , tho* in a very wet and weary condition ; . ***’ 
that night they ftood upon their guard, expe&ing 
every moment to be fet upon by their enemy ; as _ 
at laft they were: For between three and four 
o’clock in the morning, major-general Montgomery, 
and colonel Straughan, with fifteen companies of 
choice horfe, fell into their quarters with fuch fury, 
that they bore down the guards, and put a regi- 
ment of horfe in diforder. But the Englijb army 
taking die alarm, charged them fo home that they 
, put them to the rout, and purfued them within half 
a league of Edinburgh , killing leveral officers and 
foldiers, and taking many prifoners. The Scots, 
when they fell firft upon the EngliJb, cry’dour, Give , 
no quarter, but lull all ; and particularly they refus’d 
to give quarter to one captain Pbineas , whom not- 
withftanding the Englijb brought off. There were 
two minifters in the Scotch party, and one of them 
was taken prifoner ; and ’tis faid the Scotch foldiers 
confels’d, That the minifters did moft Jlir them up to 
cruelty. The lord-general, to Ihew his generality, 
fent the chief officers of the Scots who were wound- 
ed and taken, in his own coach,. and the reft in 
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waggons to Edinburgh ; which gain'd him grew 
applaufe, and tended much to vindicate him from 
thofe reports that had been given out of his crOel- 
ty, whereby many had been prejudic’d againft him. 

The army having now well nigh fpent their 
provifions, the lord-general retires with diem a- 
gab to Dunbar, to meet and take b fuch frelh 
fupplies as were fent thither by Tea, by order of the 
Englijh parliament. Here they received their tents 
and provilions from the fhips ; and the bhabitants 
of Dunbar being reduc'd to great want, the gene* 
ral order’d a great quantity of peafe and wheat, 
to the value of two hundred and forty pounds, of 
that which was fent from London to the army, to 
be diftributed among the poor people there. Af- 
ter convenient fupply and refrelhment, and two 
days fpent in exhortation to the army, and b fak- 
ing God for his blefUng upon their a&ions, they 
agab advanced towards Edinburgh, where the Scots 
were keeping a folemn thankfgiving for their fup- 
poled great deliverance, imagbbg the Englijh ar- 
my was quite gone ; and the minifters gave God 
thanks, for turning back the army of feSaries by tba 
way that they came , and putting terror into their 
hearts , which made them fee when none pur fued. But 
the fudden return of the army to Mufcleborovgb food 
made them aiham’d of what they had beeA doing ; 
tho’ it feems, Lejley was not fo confident, but ex- 
pected another vifit from the Englijh s for upon 
their return, they found Mufcleborough more forlorn 
than before, he having commanded, That the gudo 
women of the town Jhouid awe come away with their 
gear , and not any Jiay to brew or bake for the Eng* 
liih army on pain of death. 

About this time, a trumpet came to the army 
from lieutenant-general Davtd Lejley , with a decla- 
ration of the general aflembly, containing the ftat? 
of the quarrel in which they were to jight ; which 
they defir’d might be publickly known, and was 

“ to 
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to this effect : “ That the general aflembly con- 
“ fidering there muft be juft grounds offtumbling, 
“ from the 'king’s majefty’s refufing to fubfcribe 
** the declaration concerning his former carriage, 
** and refolutions for the future in reference to the 
** caufe of God, the enemies and friends thereof j 
“ doth therefore declare, That the kirk and king- 
“ dom will not own any party, their quar- 

** rel or intereft, but they will fight upon their 
* c former principles, for the caufe of God and the 
** kingdom. And therefore as theydifelaim all the 
** fin and guilt of the king and his houfe, fo they 
“ will not own him nor his intereft, any further 
** than he fhall difclaim his and his father’s oppo- 
“ fition to the work of God, and the enemies 
thereof. And withal, they will with conveni- 
“ nient fpeed confider of the papers fent to them 
“ from Oliver Cromwell, and vindicate themfelves 
** from the falfehoods contained therein.” 

To this .the lord-general thought fit to return 
them this anfwer: “ That die army continued the 
“ fame as drey profefi’d themfelves to the honeft 
“ people of Scotland, wifhing to them as to their 
** own fouls ; it being no part of their bufinels to 
“ hinder them in the worfhip of God according to 
“ their confdences, as by his word they ought j 
“ and that they fhould be ready to perform what 
obligadon lay upon them by the covenant. But 
** that under the pretence of the covenant miftaken, 
“ a king ihould be taken in by them, and impos'd 
“ on the Englijh, and this call’d the caufe of God 
“ and the kingdom i and thb done upon the fatis- 
“ faction of God’s people in both nadons, as 
** alledg’d, together with a difowning of malig- 
“ nants, altho’ the head of diem be receiv’d, who 
“ at this very inftant hath a party fighting in Ire- 
“ land, and prince Rupert at fea on a malignant 
ft account ; the French and Irijh fhips daily mak- 
ing depredations upon the Englijb coafts, and all 
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“ by virtue of his commiflion ; therefore the army 
“ cannot believe, that whilft Malignatits are fight- 
“ ing and plotting againft them on the one fide, 
“ the Scots declaring for him on the other, fhould 
** not be an efpoufing of a Malignant intereft or 

quarrel, but a mere fighting on former grounds 
“ and principles. If the ftate of the quarrel be 

thus, and you fay you refolve to fight the army, 
“ you will have opportunity , to do that j elfe what 
“ means our abode here ? And our hope is in the 
** Lord, 6?c.” 

General Cromwell finding he could by no 
means provoke the Scots to an engagement, on the 
1 7th of Augufi march’d his army from Mufclebo- 
rougb , and pitch’d his tents on Pencland hills, with- 
in view of Edinburgh. In this march the enemy 
drew forth feveral bodies of horfe, and fac’d the 
Englijhy but came not within gun-fhot. The ar- 
my being quarter’d on. the hills, the lord-general 
font out two troops of dragoons to pofiels them- 
felves of Collington-koufe. About this time, a fer- 
jeant in colonel Cox's regiment and three foldiers 
his afiociates, were fontenc’d to be hang*d for 
plundering a houfo and dealing a cloak ; which 
fontence was executed on the forjeant, for a tenor 
to others *, but the other three were pardon’d. So 
careful was the general to preforve the country, ac- 
cording to his declaration. 

On the 1 8 th the Scots drew forth oh the weft fide 


of Edinburgh , between the river Leith and the fea, 
to the number of three thoufand horfe, apprehend- 
ing the Englijh defign’d to pofiefs a pafs over the 
laid river. The lord-general feeing this, drew out 
a forlorn, and went in perfon before them, to fhew 
how ready he was to fight. Being come near to 
their body, one who knew the lord-general, fir’d 
a carbine at him : Upon which, he call’d out and 
told him, That if he bad been one of bis foldiers , be 
Jbould have been eajbiefdfor firing at that dijlauce. 
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This was all that was done ; for the Scots (till hav- 1 650. 
ing no mind to fight, return’d back again to their v>-vsa> 
quarters. And the next day, part of the Englijh Take* 
army took the houfe of Redhaugb , belonging to 4ltgb ' 
Sir James Hamilton. It was a garrifon fituated 
within a mile and a half of Edinburgh , and had 
about eighty foot to defend it ; and though the 
Englijh ltorm’d it in the fight of the enemy’s 
whole army, yet rio party came out to relieve it. 
Threefcore were taken prifoners here ; and the 
place was of great advantage to the Englijh. 

On the 26th of Augujl , the Scots fent to general 
Cromwell , to defire a conference between fome of 
themfelves and fome of his officers. This being 
agreed to, and a convenient place appointed, the 
lord Warijloun , fecretary of ftate. Sir John Brown , 
colonel Straughan , and Mr. Douglajs a minifter, 
with lome others, attended for that purpofe. The 
chief defign of this conference, was to wipe off a 
pretended afperfion that was caft upon them, and 
fpread over both armies, as if they kept themfelves, 
in trenches and holes, 'not daring to fight. And 
therefore, the better to vindicate themfelves from 
thefe calumnies, they aflurVl the Englijby “ That 
“ when opportunity ferv’d, it jhould be feen that , 

** they wanted not courage to give them battle.” 

The next morning the Scotch army, as if they Attend* 
defign’d fo foon to make good what they had faid, d>e moti- 
drew out upon a march v which the lord general 
Cromwell no fooner obferv’d, but he prepar’d to ny'. 
meet them, hoping now to have fome fair play with 
them. And the foldiers alfo expeded the fame 
thing, being overjoy’d at the very thoughts of en- 
gaging ; in ordpr to which they immediately took 
down' their tents, laid afide their knap-lacks, and- 
put themfelves every way into a fit pofture to meet 
and receive their enemy. But the Scots, it feerns, 
had Hill no mind to come to an engagement ; for 
when the Englijh army drpw near tl 
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1 650. they were, feparaced from diem, by a great bog and 
a deep ditch lb that they could not come at them 

to engage, without running fueh hazards as were 
not necefiary at that ume. All that the lord-ge- 
neral could do for the prefent, was to thunder 
againft them with his cannon. Both armies flood 
all that night in battalia ; and the next morning, 
the great guns roared on both Tides for about the 
(pace of an hour s by which one and twenty of die 
Englijh were kill'd or wounded, but many more of 
the Scots, who, for all that, would not remove 
, to any other ground to engage, nor join in a dofer 
fight. 

Retreat* Upon this, the lord-general CrotnweU march'd 
'land™' h** army to their former Quarters on Penclani 

hills } where they were no fooner arriv'd but they 
were inform'd, that the Scots had Tent out a party 
,to take in fl&Jcleborougb and Prefton-pans, thereby 
to cut off provifions from the Eigltjb army. Here* 
upon the lord-general gave orders for the army to 
march that way ; which they were very forward to 
do, as being to fight for their vi&uals. But it be- 
ing a very frormy and tempeftuous night, and very 
dark, he flay’d their march till the next morning » 
T oMu/cle- when they arrival at Mstfdeborougb without any 
brwgb. moleftation from the enemy, who in the mean time 
took poffeflion of what they had left behind them 
on Penclani hills ; and then dogging them in the 
tear, watch'd all opportunities to diftrefs them. 

F. Orleans gives us this brief account of thefe va- 
rious marches of the lord- general Cromwell, in or- 
der to bring the Scots to an engagement. * c Crom- 
** well, fays he, whole intereft it was to endeavour 
** to come foon to a battle, in a country where his 
“ army found nothing to fubfifl on, march’d di- 
“ redly towards the enemy, who lay encamped 
“ between Edinburgh and Leitb, to cover thole 
“ two places, and the heart of the country. The 
“ cunning Englijhman tty’d all ways to draw Lejly 
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to fight j but he under flood his trade, and itbe- 
“ ing his intereft to protraft time, fo to ruin the 
“ enemy’s army, which had neither ammunition 
“ nor provifionsbut what came from England at a 
“ great charge, and with much difficulty, he kept 
“ himfelf fo ftrongly intrench’d, that Cromwell 
“ durft not attack him. The Englijb general us'd 
“ all the baits and ftratagems known in war, to 
“ oblige the Scot to fight him ; fometimes draw- 
“ ing him towards Dunbar , as if he would have 
** befieg’d Edinburgh., and again moving to get 
“ between Sterling and him. But die Scot dex- 
“ tcroufly avoided all thefe fnares ; and tho’ the 
“ Engltjh army kept up dole with him, he fo or- 
“ dered his motions, and polled himlelf fo advan- 
“ tageoufly, that the whole month of Augujl was 
“ fpent in thofe counter-marches, fo tedious to a 
“ man of Cromwell’s fpirit, who could never meet 
“ with an opportunity either to fight in open field, 
“ or attack his enemy in his camp.” 

By this means, and by frequent fkirmifhes and 
har railing the Englijb , the Scots hop’d at laft to tire 
them out, depending much upon the difagreeable- 
nefs of the climate to their oonftitution, efpecially, 
if they Ihould keep them in the field till winter, 
whidh begins betimes in thole parts. And their 
counfels fucceeded according to their wiih *, for by 
this time the Englijb army, through hard duty, want 
of provifions (the Hones brought by fea being now 
exhaufted) and the rigour of the feafon, grew very 
fickly, and diminilh’d daily j the Scotch army in 
die mean time increafing, and continuing in good 
heart. The lord-general refle&ing upon the lad 
Hate of his affairs, and confidering the weak and 
crazy condition of his army, refolved in this exi- 
gency to retreat with them once more to Dunbar. 
Authors differ as to the defign of this march *, fome 
thinking it was to receive further fupplies from the 
finglijh lhipsi others, that it Was in order to re- 
turn 
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1650. tarn into England and others again fuppofe, that* 
the general intended, by garrifoning Dunbar , to 
lie there fecurely for fome time, till they might re- 
cover ftrength, and receive convenient recruits both 
of horfe and foot from Berwick. The lord Claren- 
don lays, “ Whether that march was to retire out 
** of fo barren a country for want of provilions 
“ (which no doubt were very fcarce i and the fea- 
** fon of the year would not permit them to depend 
“ upon all necefiary fupplies by fea*,) or whe- 
“ ther that motion was only to draw the Scots 
“ from the advantageous poft of which they were 
** poflefs’d, is not yet underftood.” And hilhop 
Burnet tells us, That Cromwll being prels’d by the 
Scotch army, retir’d to Dunbar , where his Ihips and 
provilions lay. This feems to be very true, and 
that Cromwell was then only on the defenlive $ but 
whether at his departure from Mufdeborougb he had 
actually defign’d to return into England , does not’ 
appear fo certain : ' Though Ludlow tells us, that 
when the array came to Dunbar , they lhipped their 
baggage and lick men, and defign’d to return into. 
England ; and others fay, that Cromwell wanting; 
provilions, was there Ihipping off his foot and can- . 
non, defigning only the next day to break through 
with his horfe. 

To Had- Whatever the lord-general’s delign was, he, 

ihgtn. in purfuance of the foremention’d refolution, on 
tne 30th of AuguJl., drew out his army from Mufcle- 
borougby and march'd towards Haddington. . The 
Scots obferving the Engl'tjh army to retire, follow’d 
them clofe ; and falling upon the rear-guard of 
horfe in the night, having the advantage of a clear 
moon, beat them up to the rear-guard of foot. 
Which alarm, coming fuddenly upon them, put 
them into fome diforder. But the Scots y as fome 
fay, wanting courage to profecute the advantage, 
and withal, a cloud overlhadowing the moon,- gave 
the Englijh ai\ opportunity to fecure themfelves and 
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recover the main body. Being come to Hadding- 
ton , where they were in continual danger of being 
afiaulted by the enemy, the general order’d a ftridt 
watch to be kept, to prevent the worft. The Scots 
conceiving they had now a more than ordinary ad- 
vantage, about midnight attempted the Englijh 
quarters on the weft end of the town •, but were 
foon repuls’d and fet further off. The next day, 
being the firft of September, the Scots being drawn 
up at the weft end of the town in a very advan- 
tageous place, the Englijh drew out on the eaft into 
an open Held, very Ht for both armies to engage 
in ; where having waited fome hours for the coming 
of the Scots, and perceiving that they would not 
fight but upon an advantage, they, purfuant to their 
former relolution, march’d away to Dunbar. 

.The Scotch army follow’d at a convenient di- 
ftance, being reinforc’d with the addition of three 
regiments ; and feeing the Englijh lodg'd in Dun- 
bar, hover'd about them upon the adjacent hills 
like a thick cloud, menacing nothing but ruin and 
deftrudion, and looking down upon them as their 
fure prey. 

The lord-general was now in great diftrels, and 
look’d upon himfelf as undone. His army was in 
a very weak and fickly condition, and in great 
want of provifiOns, whereby their courage alfo was 
very much abated ; whilft the Scots were ftout and 
hearty, in their own country, and upon very ad- 
vantageous ground/ And befides, they more than 
doubled the Englijh in number, being about twenty 
feven thoufand, whereas the others were but twelve 
thoufand. Some lay they had in their army about 
thirty thoufand horte and foot ; and the Englijh 
were reduc’d to ten thoufand at the moft. General 
Cromwell, with this fickly company, was now 
hemm’d in on every fide by thofe greater numbers 
of his enemies •, who, to make fure work, had alfo 
by a ftropg party fecur\l Coberfpath , the only pafs 
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1650. between him and Berwick, thereby to hinder aff 
provifions or relief from thence, or to cut off all 
retreat from the Englijb army, who had not above 
three days forage for their hories. Thus were they 
reduc’d to the utmoft ftraits, fo that they had now 
no way left, but either to yield themfelves prifon- 
ers, and tamely give up themfelves a prey to their 
infulting enemies i or to fight upon thofe unequal 
terms, and under thofe great difadvantages. 

Calls a In this extremity the lord-general, on the 2d of 
of September , call’d a council of war, in which, after 
ibme debate, it was re'folv’d to fall upon the enemy 
the next morning, about an hour before day ; and ac- 
cordingly the feveral regiments were order'd to their 
refpe&ive ports. Here we are told by bifhop Burnet, 
That Cromwell, under thefe preffing difficulties, 
call'd his officers together to feek the Lord, as they 
cxprefs*d it : After which, he bid all about him 
take heart, for God had certainly heard them, and 
would appear for them. Then walking in the earl 
of Roxburgh s gardens, that lay under the hill, and 
by profpeftive glaffes difeeming a great motion in 
the Scotch camp ; Cromwell thereupon laid, God is 
delivering them into our hands, they are coming 
down to us. And the bifhop fay^, that Cromwell 
lov’d to talk much of that matter all his life long 
afterwards. The Scots , it feems, had now at Iaft 
nefolv’d to fight the Englijh , and to that end were 
drawing down the hill, where, if they had conti- 
nu'd, the Englijb , could not have gone up to engage 
them without very great dlfadvantage. This refo- 
lution was contrary to Lejlefs opinion } who, tho* 
he was in the chief command, had a committee of 
the rtates to give him his orders, among whom 
JVariJloun was one. Thefe being weary of lying 
in the fields, thought that Lejley did not make 
hafte enough to deftroy the army of the fe< 5 taries, 
as they call’d them. Lejley on the other hand told 
them, that by lying there all was fure, but that by 
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engaging in aftton with brave and defperite men, 1650* 
all might be. loft ; and yet they ftill prefs*d him to v/W 
fall on. Many have imagin’d that there was trea- 
chery in all this ; but the foremention’d author'fays, 
he was perfuaded there was no treachery in it ; 
only Wariftmn was too hot, and Lejley was too cold, 
and yielded too^afily to their humours, which he 
fhould not have done. This refolution of the Scots, 
to fall upon the Englifb , was for fome time retarded 
by the unfeafonablenefs of the weather; and in the • 
mean while, as we have already obferv’d, Cromwell 
refolv’d to fall upon them. 

The night .before the battle proving dreadfully Totiflf 
rainy and tempeftuous, the lord-general took more S j]j£ 
than ordinary care of himfelf and his army. He m y in the 
refrelhed his men in the town, and above all things battle of 
fecured his match-locks againft the weather, whilft Duaitr * 
his enemies negle&ed theirs. The Scots were all 
the night employed in coming down the hill ; and 
early in the morning, being ‘fuefday the third of 
September, before they were put in order, general 
Cromwell drew out a ftrong party of horfe, and 
falling upon the horfe-guards, made them retire. 

Then immediately his bodies both of horfe and foot 
advancing, the fight foon grew hot on all fides ; till 
after about an hour’s difpute, the whole numerous 
army of the*&»/j was totally routed. . Two regi- 
ments flood their ground, and were almoft all kill’d 
in their ranks. The reft fled, and were purfu’d 
as far as Haddington with great execution. About 
four thoufand were (lain oh the place and in the 
purfuit, and ten thoufand taken prifoners, many; 
of whom were defperately wounded. Fifteen 
thoufand arms, all the artillery and ammunition, 

. with above two hundred colours were taken ; and 
all with the lofs of fcarce three hundred Englifh. 
Prifonersof note wereSir James Lumfdak lieutenant- 
general of the foot, the lord Libberton (who foon 
• after dy’d of his wounds) adjutant- general Bickerton, 

fcout- 
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1 650. fcout-mafter* Campbell, Sir William Douglafs ; the 
lord Grandifon, and colonel Gourdon ; befides twelve, 
lieutenant-colonels, fix majors, forty two captains, 
ieventy five lieutenants, uf. The two Lefleys e- 
fcap’d to Edinburgh, which upon the news of this 
defeat was immediately quitted by its garrifon, and 
Leith refolv'd to admit die conquerors, being not 
able to keep them out. Thus this formidable ar- 
my, which had fo lately triumph'd in a confident 
afiurance of vidory, was totally defeated and over- 
thrown by one not half fo numerous, which at the 
lame time was reduc’d almoft to the lad extremity. 
But this extremity making them fix upon fo firm 
a refolution either to conquer or die, and withal, 
their falling lb fuddenly upon the Scots , when they 
fo little expe&ed them, but defign’d firll to fall 
upon them, feem to be the true occafion of this 
wonderful turn of affairs. The lord-general him- 
felf drew up a narrative of this memorable victory, 
and lent it by a courier to the council of ftate, who 
order’d it to be read in all the churches of London, 
With lolemn thankfgiving : And the colours taken 
in this batde being fent up to the parliament, were 
by their order hung up as trophies in We/lminjler- 
hall. 


Chat. IV. # 

From the battle of Dunbar, to the battle of 
Worcefter. 

T HIS great fuccefs put new life into the 
Englijb loldiers, who by this means, after 
having ban fo long tofs'd up and down, almoft 
Ijpent by hard duty, and reduced to fuch extre- 
mity, that they were in danger of being ftarv’d, 
now met with good accommodation and reffefh- 
ment, and had an opportunity to furnifh themfelves 
with all neceflary lupplies. Soon after the battle 
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was over* the lord-general, the 'better to improve 1650. 
his victory, and to fecure what he had obtained, 
fent Lambert with a ftrong party of horfe and H ^ r t i lte * 
foot to attempt Edinburgh , the .chief city, and ^ '4°* 
fecure Leith, that the Englijh fhips might there burgh and 
the more readily and conveniently fupply the army Leith. 
with all neceffaries. The Scots, upon the news of 
their army’s defeat, having deferted Edinburgh , 

Lambert on the fame day obtained a quiet poflef- 
fion of it, as aTfo of Leith ; in both which places 
were found feveral pieces of ordnance, many arms, 
and a confiderable quantity of provifions ; which- 
the Scots, by reafon of their hade, could not -carry \ 
away with them. But though the Englijh had 
thus poflefs’d themfelves of the town of Edinburgh, 

■ the caftle ftill remained in the hands of the enemy ; 
which, though judged impregnable, was at. laft 
reduced by Cromwell j as we ihall fee in its proper 
place. 

The lord-general (laid feme fmall time at Dun- 
* bar, to fettle matters, and to difpofe of the prifo- 
ners ; who being fo numerous, that it feem’d a a 
much trouble to keep them as it was to take them, 
about five thouland of them, who were moft fick 
and wounded, were fet at liberty ; and the reft 
• were driven like turkies to Berwick, by the Eng- 
lijh foldiers appointed to convey them thither.' 

Soon after Lambert had taken pofleflion of Edin- 
burgh, the lord-general himfelf came up, and 
caus’d his whole army to march into that city ; 
which was done without any lofs, fave that one 
of the foldiers had his arm foot off by a cannon- 
bullet from the caftle. And now all poflible dili- 
gence was us’d in fortifying Leith, it being judg’d 
to be the beft and moft commodious foeltring- 
place the Englijh could have in Scotland, for the 
winter-feafon. 

On the Sunday after the lord-general had enter’d 
Edinburgh , he font a trumpet to the caftle, to ac- 
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1650. quaint the governour, that the minifters who wens' 
with him might return to the churches, and have 
free liberty to preach there *, but the minifters re- 
turn’d him this anfwer, That they found nothing 
exprefs'd . , whereby to build any fecurity for their 
perfons j and for their return , they refolved to refenvo 
tbemfehes for better times , and to wait, upon him 
who bad bidden bis face for a while from the fons tf 
Jacob. General Cromwell reply’d in a letter to 
the governour, as follows : 

lettento ** ^ UR hindnefe offer’d to the minifters with 
the*gover- “ you was done with ingenuity, thinking to have 
now of “ met with the like } but I am fatisfy’d to tell 
Edinburgh « thofe with you, that if their mafter’s fervice 
**““• <t (as they call it) were chiefly in their eye, ima- 
** gination of fufferings would not have caus’d fuch 
“ a return ; much lefs the practices of our party 
“ (as they are pleas’d to fay) upon the minifters 
“ of Cbrift in England , have been an argument of 
“ perfonal perfecution. The minifters of England 
“ are fupported, and have liberty to preach the 
gofpel, though not to rail ; nor under pretence 
“ thereof, to over-top the civil power, or debafe 
** it as they pleafe. No man hath been troubled 
“ in England or Ireland for preaching the gofpel; 
** nor has any minifter been moleftea in Scotland, 
“ fince the coming of the army hither. The fpeak- 
“ ing truth becomes the minifters of Cbrift. When 
„ “ minifters pretend to a glorious reformation, and 
“ lay the foundation thereof in getting to them- 
“ felves power, and can make worldly mixtures to 
“ accomplifh the fame, fuch is their late agree- 
“ mcnt with their king, and hopes by him to carry 
“ on their defigns, they may know, that the Sion 
“ promifed, arid hoped for, will not be built with 
“ fiich untempered mortar. And for the unjuft in- 
“ vafion they mention, time was when an army of 
“ Scotland came into England, not called by the 
“ fupreme authority. We have laid in our papers* 
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*• with what hearts, and upon what account we 1650. 
“ came ; and the Lord hath heard us, tho’ you s/VV 
“ would not, upon as folemn an appeal as any ex- 
“ perience can parallel. When they truft purely to 
“ the fword of the fpirit, which is the word of 
“ God, which is powerful to bring down ftrong 
“ holds, and every imagination that exalts itfelf, . 

“ which alone is able to fquare and fit the ftones 
“ for the New Jerufalem ; then, and not before, 

“ and by that means, and no other, fhall Jerufa - 
“ ism (which is to be the praife.of the whole earth) 

•* die city of the Lord be built, the Sion of the 

Holy One of Ifrael. I have nothing to fay 
ft to you, but that I am, Sir, your humble fer- 
**• vant, O. Cromwell'* 

The Scotch minifters lent an anfwer to this let- 
ter, and general Cromwell another letter in anfwer 
to them •, in which he fays : “ We look upon mi- 
“ nifters as helpers of, not lords over the faith of 
“ God’s people : 1 appeal to their confciences, 

“ whether ’any denying their doftrines, and dif- 
“ Tenting, fhall not incur the cenfure of feftary •, 

“ and what is this but to deny chriftians their li- 
“ berty, and affume the infallible chair ? Where 
“ do you find in fcripture, that preaching is in- 
“ eluded in your funttion ? Tho* an approbation 
“ from .men hath order in it, and may do well, yet 
“ he that hath not a better than that, he hath none 
“ at all. I hope he that afeended up on high 
“ may give his gifts to whom he pleafe *, and if 
“ thofe gifts be the feal of miffion, be not envious, 

“ tho’ Eldad and Medad prophefy : You know 

who bids us covet eameftly the beft gifts, but 
“ ehiefly that we may prophefy ; which the apoftle 
“ explains there tobea fpedkingtoinftruftion,and 
** edification, and comfort •, which the inftrufted, 

“ edified, and comforted can beft tell the energy 
** and effeft of. If fuch evidence be, I fay again, 

“ take heed you envy not, for your own fakes ; 
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1650. “ left you be guilty of a greater fault than Mofis 
V-OPO “ reprov’d in JoJhua , for envying for his fake. 
“ Indeed you err thro’ the miftake of the fcrip- 
“ tures : Approbation is an . aft of conveniency, 
“ in refpedt of order ; not of neceffity, to give 
* “ faculty to preach the gofpel. )four pretended 
“ fear, left error fhould ftep in, is like the man 
' ** that would keep all the wine out of the country, 
*•* left men fhould be drunk. It will be found an 
“ unjuft and unwife jealoufy, to deny a man the 
“ liberty he hath by nature, upon a fuppofition 
“ he may abufe it ; when he doth abufe it, judge.** 
The minifters ftiU refufing to return to their 
churches, the lord-generaj czas&EngliJb minifters 
to officiate in their places.* 

All the chief magiftrates of Edinburgh , toge- 
ther With the committees of the kirk and ftate, fled 
* from thence to Sterling, where they endeavour’d 
to fecure themfelves as well as they could. Hi- 
ther likewife reforted thole who had efcaped at 
Dunbar , and did what they could to piece up their 
flutter'd army, that by a fecond encounter they 
might endeavour to regain their loft credit : To 
which end recruits were alfo rais’d by the commit- 
tee of eftates ; but it was thought fit to make fome 
change in the officers, not only in the inferior ones, 
but alfo in the great commanders : For old Lejley , 
earl of Leven , was laid afide with difhonour, tho’ 
David Lejley was continu’d. 

Several But all thefe methods fignify’d but little, whilft 
$ cols were f° divided among themfelves, arid 
c an * fplit into fomany parties and factions. The ruling 
party was that which was for the king and kirk ; 
tho* thefe were again fub-divided into refolutioners 
and protejlors. The refolutioners were fo call’d from 
their adhering to thofe refolutions, which were 
pafs’d by the committee of eftates, and the com- 
miffioners of the kirk j “ That thofe who had 
“ made defeftion, pr had hitherto been too back- 

“ ward 
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. *V ward in the work, ought to be admitted to make 1650. 
“ profeffion of their repentance ; and then, after 
“ fuch. profeffion made, might, in the prefent ex- 
** tremity, be admitted to defend and ferve their 
“ country.” Againft thefe refolutions forne of thofe 
two bodies protefted ; who, together with thofe . 
who adher’d to them, were call’d the proreftors. 

They alledg’d, “ That to take in men of known 
, “ enmity to the caufe, was a fort of betraying it, 

“ becaufe it was putting it in their power to be- 
tray it ; that to admit them to a profeffion of 
** repentance, was a profanation and mocking of ' 

, “ God } for that it was manifeft, they were wil-- 
** ling to comply with thofe terms, though againft 
** their oonfeience, only that they might get into 
“ the army ; and that they could not expert the 
* £ bleffing of God upon an army fo conftituted.” 

They had a great advantage over the. others as to 
this particular ; for this mock penitence was in- 
deed a. very fcandalous prartice. Thefe proceed- 
ings gave rife to another fartion, which prevail’d 
chiefly in the weftern counties; where a great ma- 
^ ny met, and form’d an affociation apart, as well 
againft the king and the defertion in the kirk par- 
ty, as againft the army of fertaries. Thefe were 
call’d. remonftrators, from their publifhing a re- 
monftrance againft all the proceedings in the late 
treaty with the king, when, as they faid, it was 
vifible by the commiffion he granted to James Gra- 
ham (meaning the marquis of Montrofs) that his 
heart was not fincere ; and when he took the cove- 
nant , they had reafon to believe he did it with a 
jefolution not to maintain it, fince in his whole de- 
portment and private converfation, he difeover’d a 
fecret enmity to the work of God. They imputed 
the fhameful defeat at Dunbar , to their prevari- 
cating in thefe things : And concluded, That 
“ therefore, according to the declaration of kirk 
and ftate, Auguft 13, 1650, they difclaim’d all 
N 3 ■ the 
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1 650. “ the fin and guilt of the king and his houie, both 

y/V^ “ old anjd new •, and that they could not own him 
“ nor his intereft m the ftate of the quarrel be- 
*' twist them and the enemy, againft whom they 
“ were to hazard their lives.” The chief leaders 
of this party were colonel Ker and colonel Straugban, 
Their remon ft ranee being brought to the com- 
mittee of eftates at Sterling, was after much debate 
condemn’d as divifive, factious, and fcandalous ; 
in which alfo the commiflioners of the kirk eon- 
Curr*d ; but fo neverthelefs as, if poflible, to bring 
Ker and his party over by fair means *, to v^hidh 
purpofe, feveral papers pafs’d betweeh them, and 
all methods were us’d to heal thefe divifions, Be- 
fides thefe, there was 'another party in the north, 

, who were purely for the king, without any regard 

to the kirk. 

Various Whilst the Scots were thus divided among' 
motions of themfelves, and their animofities grew higher and 
general bisk*?"* d* c lord-general Cromwell was aCtive with 
Qrimttll. his victorious forces, which rang’d at pleafiire a- 
bcut the country. Having his head-quarfiers at 
Edinburgh, and having there given his men all ne- 
ceflary refrrihment, he drew out the greateft: part 
of his army for Sterling , and with them fac’d the 
cattle, having at firft tome defign to florin it ; but 
perceiving die horfe could not well fecond the foot, 
he chang’d his refolution, and return'd back to 
i Edinburgh. Whither being arriv'd, he order’d all 
the boats in the Frith to be carried to Leith, to- 
prevent the Scots ferrying over into Fife in order 
join with the enemy there. 

In the mean time preparations were making for 
thd fiege of Edinburgh caftle \ in whidi the lord- 
general having given the neceflary orders and di- 
rections, marched away fix regiments of foot, and 
nine 6f horfe and dragoons, for Glafgow $ and by 
the way of Linlithgow, font a paper to the com- 
mittee of eftates, to try once more what might be 
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tffie&ed by fair means ; -a copy of which was alfo at 1650. 
the fame time lent to colonel Ker and Straitgban , for s 
the lame purpoie. There was little elfe remark- 
able in this expedition, but the taking of a fmall 
garrifon near Kelfttb : And it may be remember'd, 
that when the Englijb came to Glafgow , and law one 
of the legs of the late marquis of Montro/s hanging 
over the gate, they remembering his valiant actions, 
took it down, and buried it privately. 

Thx fcafon now admitting of no confiderable. 
n&ion, the lord-general return’d again to Edin- 
burgh j where he publilhed a proclamation againft 
a company of fturdy fellows, called Mofs- trooper's, 
who very much molefted the army, and by the 
treachery and conniyance of the country people, 
kill’d many of the Engli/b foldiers, and grew fo 
bold as to fteal fomeof the train- horles. The pro- 
clamatioo was to this effect : “ That finding many He pub- 
“ of the army were not only fpoil'd and robb’d, * 

** but alio others barbaroully butchered and flain, ^ 

“ by a fort of out-laws, not under the dilcipline eainft the 
of any army ; and finding that all tendemels to ™fs- 
“ the country produc’d no other efieft, than their 
“ compliance with, and protection of fuch per- 
“ Ions i Therefore, confidering that it is in the 
“ country’s power to deteit and dilcover them *, ' 

“ and perceiving their motion to be ordinarily by 
“ the invitation and intelligence of country people; 

“ he declar'd, that wherever theie enormities Ihould 
“ be committed for the future, life Ihould be re- 
“ quired for life, and a plenary fatisfa&ion for the 
“ goods thus -ftoln, of thofe parishes and places 
** where the faCt Ihould be committed, unleu they 
“ did difeover and produce the offender.” 

Sobs after this proclamation was publilh’d, co- Mmk 
’ lone! Monk , with a commanded party of foot, four “** 
pieces of ordnance, and a mortar-piece, vas font m 
to reduce Derlington houfe, one of the nefts of theie 
Mo/s-troopers ; which, being join’d by Lambert , 
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. 1650. He foon effefled, taking all that were within prifo- 
ners } whereof two of the moft notorious, with 
their captain, one Waite , were prelently (hot to * 
death. After this Monk taking with him a party 
And Rof. of fix hundred foot, march’d againft Rojlan caftle ; 
lan -where, tho’ at firft he inet with fome refiftance, it 
, was quickly furrender’d to him. 

The lord-general, who would not let flip any 
opportunity, made what ufe he could of the diffe- 
rences and diffentions that were in Scotland , and 
. endeavour’d to improve them to his own advan- 
tage. To this end, he fent feveral times to Ker and 
Straughan in the weft, to invite them to come jn 
to him. This had that good effect, that Straughan 
Ihortly after withdrew himfelf from his party, and 
clos’d with the Englijb , leaving Ker to command all 
himfelf. The lord-general ftill endeavour’d to dra,w 
him over, but all in vain *, and having airefpecial 
eye upon this party, fince he could not prevail by 
fair means, he refolv’d, notwithftanding the diffi- 
culty of marching at that time of the year, to en- 
deavour to reduce them by force. Accordingly, 
Viftonr about the end of November, he order’d major-gene- 
^ Lambert , and commiflary-general Wballey , with 
party in ® ve regiments of horfe, to march from Peebles to 
the weft. Hamilton, on the fouth fide of the river Clyde » 
whilft himfelf march’d from Edinburgh on . the 
north fide. Having ftaid here fome fmall time 
till he had good intelligence where Lambert and 
his party were ; and withal, the weather being ve- 
ry bad, he march’d back again to Edinburgh. Ker 
having notice of this, as alfo that Lambert was at 
. Hamilton , thought he had now an opportunity to 
furprize him : And accordingly fetting upon a hid- 
den march in the night, with about fifteen hundred 
horfe, he before day with great fury broke into 
Lambert's quarters *, and meeting with no refiftance 
at his firft entry, he confidendy march’d up to the 
middle of the town. But a captain' with about forty 

. foldiers 


Digitized by Google 



Oliver Cromwell. 


‘foldiers having upon the alarm fuddenly mounted, 
and being favour’d by a tree that lay crofs the 
ftreet, obftrufted their march till the whole gari- 
fon was alarm’d. The fuddennefs of this attempt 
put the Englijh into fome furprize ; but foon reco- 
vering themfelves, they, to make fure work of it, 
left part of their forces in the town to encounter 
the enemy, and to fecure the rear, whilft the reft 
drew out with defign to furround the enemy’s 
whole party ; who perceiving this in time, very 
dextroufly fac’d about, and betook themfelves to 
flight. In this , encounter, which was but fhort, 
near a hundred of the Scots were (lain, and as ma- 
ny made prifoners. Ker himfelf was wounded and 
taken, with his lieutenant-colonel and captain-lieu- 
tenant. Thole who fled were purfu’d as far as Air , 
where a party of a hundred and fifty, being the 
chief remhins of the remonjlrators , were alfo put to* 
the rout. This fuccefs was the more confiderable, 
in that it would have been very difficult to have 
engag’d them againft their will ; for they being 
well acquainted with the country, and having the 
inhabitants on their fide, could march about as they 
pleas’d ; whereas ’twoold have been very dange- 
rous for the Englijh to have follow’d them without a 
great part of their army *, Lejley then lying at Ster- 
ling with the Scotch forces, watching all advantages. 

This feafonable viftory was foon follow’d by 
the furrender of Edinburgh caftle, the moft confi- 
derable ftrong-hold in Scotland , which was thought 
impregnable by fituation and art. It is feated up- 
on a high abrupt rock,' has but one entrance into 
it, and that both deep, and by which bur two or 
three can go a-breaft, and overlooks and commands 
all places about it ; fo that the lord-general’s ( men 
were often very much gall’d in their quarters at.£- 
dinburgb , by the great guns playing from thence. 

When general Cromwell came firft before this 
ftrong place, vyhich was foon after the defeat at 
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1650. Dunbar, he fommon’d die govemoar, colonfef 
"nAM William Dandafs, to deliver it up to him i which 
having no effect, he began to confult with his 
chief officers how to reduce it by force. Nothing 
form'd to encourage the attempting of it by ftorm ; 
and all probable ways being debated, it was at laft 
refolv*d to force it by mines. In order to this 
work, both Engli/b and Scotch miners were lent for, 
and towards the latter end of September , the galle- 
ries were begun in the night *, which the befieged 
no fboher law, but they fell to firing upon it with 
five great guns, and feveral vollies of final! (hot 
But this proy’d no impediment to the Etig&fti, who 
with indefatigable labour wrought thro* the earth, 
till they came to the main rock. This put them 
to a ft and, tut did not make them give over ; for 
having contriv'd ways to make holes in the rock, 
they fill’d them full of powder, and endeavour'd 
to make it fly by firing. 

But this mining work going but flowly on, 
the lord-general fearing it would not anfwer his 
defign, and that he fhould not be able to blow the 
caftle up into the air, endeavour'd now to. level it 
with the ground ; and to that end, with mighty 
labour and pains, he rais'd a battery fartify'd with 
gabions and other contrivances, defign ing to play 
inceflantly from thence with cannons and mortars. 
The governor was very much amaz’d at this, who 
now began to think It a vain thing to endeavour to 
withftand the Englijh induftry ; tho* it mu ft be laid 
- of him, that he did his utmoft to anfwer the ex- 
pectations of thofe by whom he was entrufted with 
this important charge. The battery, notwithstand- 
ing ail obftruCtions, being rais’d to a convenient 
height, four mortar-pieces and fix battering guns 
were drawn from Leith, and forthwith mounted a- 
gainft the caftle. But before the word of command 
•was given, the lord-general thought fit once more 
to fummon the governor ; which he did on the 

nth 
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tub of December , in the following terms ; “ That 1650. 
“ he being refolv*d, by God’s affiftance, to ufe 
“ inch means as were put into his hands, for the 
“ reducing of the caftlc, did, for prerenting fur- 
“ ther mifery, demand the rendering of the place 
“ to him upon fit conditions.” To this the go- 
vernor return’d this anfwer, “ That being en- 
trufted by the committee of eftates of Scotland 
“ for the keeping of the caftie, he could not de- 
“ liver it up without leave from them : And there- 
“ fore he defiled ten days time to lend to them, 

“ and receive their anfwer; upon receipt whereof 
“ the general fhould receive his tefoluce anfwer.”' 

But the lord -general knowing his time was pre- 
cious, made this fudden reply, “ That it concern’d 
“ not him to know die obligations of them that 
“ trufted him; but that he might have honoura- 
** Me terms for himfelf, and diofe that were with 
“ him : But he could not give liberty to him to 
“ confok with the committee of eftates, becaufe 
,f he. heard thofe among them that were honeft 
“ enjoy’d not litisfeftion, and die reft were now 
“ difcover’d to feek another intereft than they had 
“ formerly pretended to ; in which if he defir*d 
“ to be latisfy’d, he might have information at a 
“ nearer diftance than St. Jobfi-town” 

’Twas defign’d, that this parly fhould con- 
tinue till ten in the morning, December ig. but 
fome great fhot dying frou/i the caftie die night 
before, order was given the next morning to try 
the mortar-pieces, three with ihells, and the fourth 
with ftoncs. Which being done accordingly, the 
governor thereupon returned an anfwer tb the ge- 
neral’s laft meffage ; in which “He adjur’d him in 
“ the fear and name of the living God (which was 
“ call’d upon in the acceptance of his great truft) 

“ that liberty might be granted for him to lend to 
“ the committee of eftates ; and laid, that he 
** would be very willing to receive information 

“ from 
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.1650. “ from thofe of his countrymen whom he cduld 
VTv- “ truft.” To this the lord-general reply*d, 
“ That whoever he would appoint to come to 
him, Ihould have liberty for one hour ; but to 
“ fend to the committee of eftates, he could not 
“ grant.”. The governor took no notice of 
this, till the mortar-pieces and great guns had for 
fome fmall time play’d with great violence againft 
the caftle. This moved him to fend forth a drum, 
defiring a conference with the provoft of Aber- 
deen, and one more then in Edinburgh ; to which 
. the general readily confented : But they knowing 
it to be 311 affair of the utmoft importance, ab- 
folutely refus’d to concern themfelves in it, leaving 
the governor to take his own courfe. Hereupon 
Dundafs was in great perplexity, and knew not 
what to do j till having revolv’d the matter a lit- 
tle in his mind, he at lafl came to this refult, to 
acquit himfelf manfully in the defence .of the 
place. Accordingly a red enfign was immediately 
hung out in defiance on the top of the caftle, and 
the great guns began to roar from the battlements 
. of the wall. Upon this, the lord-general thought 
it high time for him to exert his utmoft force ; 
and accordingly fent in upon them fuch continual 
Ihowers of fhot, that the governor in a fhort time 
thought fit to beat a parley, and offer’d tp furren- 
der, if his former requeft, of fending to the com- 
. mittee of eftates, might be granted. B.ut this be- 
ing ftill refus’d, Dundafs and his foldiers thought 
it not good to hold out any longer againft fuch 
violent afiaults *, and fo entering upon a treaty 
with the lord-general, came to an agreement upon 
Ti* fur- thefe articles : “ Ftrjl , That the caftle of Edin- 
tender’d “ burgh, the cannon, arms, ammunition, maga- 
atf”' “ zines, and furniture of war, be delivered up to 
“ the lord-general Cromwell . . Secondly , That the 
“ Scots have liberty to carry away their publick 
“ regifters, publick moveables, private evidences 

“ and 
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** and writs, into Fife Of Sterling. Thirdly , 1 650. 

' “ That as to thole goods in the caftle belonging 
“ to any perfon whatfoever, the owners ftiould 
*« have them reftored to them : This to be pro- 
“ claim’d, that all might take notice of it. Fourthly , 

“ That the governor, and all military officers 
“ and loldiers, might depart without moleftation, 

“ carrying their arms and baggage, with drums 
** beating and colours flying, to Bruntijland in Fife: 

“ Moreover, the fick and wounded foldiers to (bay 
“ in Edinburgh till cured, and then to receive the 
“ fame benefit of articles with the reft of their 
“ fellows.” 

According to thefe articles, this ftrong ca- 
ftle, which gloried in its virginity, as having never 
before yielded to any conqueror, was, after afiegeof 
three months, deliver’d up to the viftorious Crom- 
well on the 24th day of December ; whereby there 
alfo fell into his hands fifty three pieces of ordnance, 
feme of them remarkable both for fize and beauty, 
eight tl^mfand arms, fourfcore barrels of powder, 
and all the king’s hangings, tapeftry and jewels. 

The fubduiiig of this place was a thing fo unex- 
- petted by feveral, that the Scots cry’d out. That 
Cromwell took it only by ftlver bullets. But what 
appeared moll ftrange to others, and which- made 
well on general Cromwell's fide, was. That the 
Scotch army, which lay not very far off, fhould 
never attempt the relief of this moft important 
place. 

The main bufinefs the Scots were now intent up- TV tag 
on, was the coronation of the king ; which had been. 5 rown ’ <1 ** 
long delay’d by the kirk and ftates, that he might S(tu ' 
have time to bumble himfelf for his father* s fins and 
bis own tranfgreffions. But the vigorous proceedings 
of the Englt/h put them at laft upon haftening that 
which they of themfelves were backward enough 
in. The firft of January was appointed for this 
folemnity, which was perform’d ^t Scone , with the 

greateft 
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i6$p, greateft pomp and magnificence that the pre- 
lent ftate of the nation was capable of. His ma- 
jefty having fubfcribed both the covenants, the 
marquis of Argyle let the crown upon his head ; at 
♦ which the people eaprefs’d their joy by their loud 

acclamations of, God Jove king Charles the fecund. 
The main defign now was to form fuch an army. 
Is might not only fecure what they had ftill in their 
hands, but drive the Englijh (whom they now call’d 
the common enemy ) quite out of their country. To 
eflfeft this, all perfons were now promifcuoufly ad- 
mitted into the army, commiifions were granted 
for railing horfe and foot, and new commanders 
were appointed. His majefty fet up his royal 
ftandard at Aberdeen, to which great numbers of 
volunteers and honorary foldiers flock'd from all 
parts. From thence he marched to Sterling ; where 
having mutter'd his army, he made duke Hamilton 
his lieutenant-general, David Lefty major-general, 
Middleton major-general of the horle, and Maffey 
general of the Englijb troops. 

The lord-general Cromwell obferving tffefe pro* 
ceedings, was very little concern’d at them. How- 
ever, to make fure work, he endeavour’d to pofieft 
himfelf of all thofe garrifons of the Scots, which 
were on the fouth fide of the Frith. To this end, 
he order'd colonel Fenwick with his own regiment, 
reduces and colonel Syler* s, to reduce Hume-caflle under his 
Hum-ca- obedience. Fenwick immediately upon his receiv- 
J 1 **' ing thefe orders, applied himfelf accordingly to 
the work ; and having drawn his men up before the 
caftle, lent a fummons to the governor, as follows: 
“ His excellency, the lord-general Cromwell, hath 
“ commanded me to reduce this cattle, you now 
“ poflfefi, under, his obedience; which if you now 
“ deliver into my hands, for his fervice, you lhall 
“ have terms for yourfelf and thofe with you : If 
“ you refiife, I doubt not but in a Ihort time, by 
“ God's alfiftan^, to obtain what I now demand. 

« 1 
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I oxpeft your anfwer by feven of the clock to- 1650. 
** morrow morning, and reft your fervant, George 
“ Fenwick'' 

The governor, whofe name was Cockburn , be- 
ing, it feems, a man of fancy, returned him thi* 
quibbling anfwer : “ Right honourable, I have re- 
ceiv’cfa trumpeter of yours, as he tells me, with-' 

•' out a pafs, to furrender Hume-caftle to the lord- 
** general Cromwell : Pleafe you, I never faw your 
“ general. As for Hume-caftle ,. it ftand9 upoo a 
“ rock. Given at Hume-caftle this day before fe- 
“ vena-clock. So refteth, without prejudice to 
•* my native country, your moft humble fervant, 

“ S in. Cockburn." And foon after he lent the co- 
lonel thefe lines : 

• / William of the WaJUe 

Am now in my caftle: 

And awe the dogs in the town 
Sbatt t gar me gang down. 


But the governor did not long continue in this 
merry humour: For Fenwiek having planted a bat- 
tery againft the caftle, and madeafmall breach, as 
. the Englijb was juft ready to enter, Cockburn beat 
a parley. But the colonel would now allow only 
quarter for life ; which being accepted, the gover- 
nor with his garrifon, being feventy eight com- 
manders and private foldiers, march’d out of the 
caftle •, which captain Collinfon with his company 
immediately enter’d, to keep it for the parliament. 

Colonel Monk was alfo detatch’d with about Colonel 
three regiments of horfe and foot, to reduce Tan- M»»k re- 
tallon-caftle. Being come before it,' he found the 
Scots very refra&ory, whereupon he caus’d the 
mortar-pieces to play for eight and forty hours : 

But there did little execution ; till fix battering guns 
being planted, were fo well manag’d, that the go- 
vernor 
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vemour and thofe that were with him were forc'd 
to fubmit to mercy. 

The king having now got fome authority, vi- 
fited all the garrifons in Fife, and endeavoured to 
put them in fuch a pofture as to hinder the Englijb 
from landing on that fide the Frith. To this end 
alio he drew from Sterling fuch horfe.and foot as 
could be well fpar’d, and quarter'd them all along 
the water-fide. Then he vifited the highlanders, 
endeavouring to compofe the diffentions that were 
among!! them, and to prevail on them to rife una- 
nimoufly for him. Middleton marched out of thefe 
parts with a confiderable body of horfe and foot: 
And about the fame time, the town of Dundei , as 
a teftimony of their great refped to the King, and, 
to Ihew thfcir forwardnefe in promoting his intereft, 
advanced at their own charge a compleat well arm'd 
regiment of horfe, whom they fent with a (lately 
tent, and fix field-pieces with carriages and ammu- 
nition, as a prefent to his majefty then at Sterling j 
where all being join’d, made up an army of twen- 
ty thouland men. And endeavours were frill ufed 
for augmenting this army *, for which purpofe, the 
earl of Eglanton, with fome other commanders, 
were lent into the Weft, to raife what forces they 
could. Thefe coming to Dunbarton to execute their 
commiflions, were fuddenly furpriz’d by a party of 
horfe fent thither *bv colonel Lilburn, for that pur- 
pofe ; who took the earl himfelf, his fon colonel 
Montgomery , lieutenant- cplonel Colburn , fcfr. and 
brought them prifoners to Edinburgh. 

In the mean time, the parliament of England 
had a fpecial regard to their army in Scotland, pro- 
viding for their welfare in all 'refpedts. They took 
care to procure fufficient fupplies both of men, 
money and provifions, which they were continually 
fending away to them *, fo that never was an army 
better provided for than this, as no foldiers ever 
deferv'd better encouragement than thefe. Parti- 
cularly, 
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Cttlarly, admiral Dean arrived about this time at 1650. 
Leith with large fupplies from London ; and a- >^V»^ 
mongft other conveniencies, brought along with , 
him feven and twenty great flat-bottom’d boats, 
for sranfporting the army over into Fife. And not 
long after, captain Butler arriv'd at the lame place 
in the Succefs (a ftout Ihip formerly taken from the 
French) with eighty thoufand pounds for the pay- 
ment of the foldiers. 

Th e lord-general Cromwell had for fome time The ficfc- 
laboured under a very great indifpofition, occafion- nef * of . th# 
ed by the unfuitablenefs of the climate, and the ex- gen 
treme rigour of the winter fealon in thole parts. 

This confin’d him wholly to his chamber, and ut- 
terly diiabled him to aft in perlon with the army, 
how great occafion foever there might be. Now 
was the Englijh army under very lad apprehenfions ; 
and yet they were not fo much dejefted and dif- 
heartned, as the Scots were elevated and tranfport- 
ed at this news *, who highly pleas’d themfelves 
with the very fancy of his death i and thereupon 
readily believ’d the flighted: report of it to be true ; 
and when once the conceit had poflels’d them, could 
fcarce by any means be brought to believe the con- 
trary *, fo that a Scotch trumpeter coming out of 
Fife to Edinburgh, about the reftoration of a Ihip 
which die Englijh had taken, very confidently af- 
firmed to the foldiers, that their general was dead ; 
and laid, they did well to conceal it, but all the 
world fhould not make him believe otherwife. 

This coming to the general’s ear, who was now in 
a very fair way of recovery, to convince the qian 
of his miftake, he order’d him to be brought be- 
fore him. And the conceit was fo ftrdngly fix’d 
in him, that nothing but this could have removed 
it. However, being now effeftually convinc’d, 
he at his return allur'd thole who fent him of the 
falfity of this report, which had pals’d fo currently 
in the Scotch army. After the lord-general had been 

O fomewhat 
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1651. fomewhat recover’d, be fell into a very dangerous 
l/VN< relapfe, which, if he had not been of an extraordi- % 
nary ftrong conftitution, might have ended his days. 
Bift the rulers in England) very much fearing the 
lofs of their general, as knowing no mao fo fit for 
that high' employment, firft of all fent him two 
emineiu phyficians. Dr. Wright and Dr. Baits 5 and 
prefently after, difpatch'd an order into Scotland , 
permitting him to leave the bufinefs of the army, 

/ and repair into England, for the recovery of his 
health and ftrength, as thinking the air of Scotland 
might be the occafion of his illnefc. Upon the re- 
ceipt of this, he wrote a letter to the lord prefidenc 
of the council of ftate, dated June 3d, which is as 
'follows : 

His letter “ My lord, I have received yours of die 27th 

council of ** May, with an order of parliament for my li- 
ft ^, u berty to return into England , for change of air, 
“ that thereby I might the better recover my 
“ health : All which came unto me, wbilft Dr. 
“ Wright and Dr. Bates , whom your lord (hip fenc 
“ down, were with me. I lhall not need to re- 
“ peat the extremity of my laft ficknefs : It was fo 
“ violent, that indeed my nature was not able to 
** bear the weight thereof; but the Lord was pleas’d 
“ to deliver me beyond expectation, and to give 
“ me caufe to fay once more, He bath plucked me 
“ out of the grave. My lord, the indulgence of 
“ the parliament, expreis’d by their order, is a very 
“ high and undeferved favour ; of which, altho* 
<( it be fit I keep a thankful remembrance, yet I 
“ judge it would be too much preemption in me 
** not to return a particular acknowledgment, i 
“ befeech you, give me the boldnefs to return my 
** humble thankfulnels to the council, for fending 
two fuch worthy perfons fo great a journey to 
“ vifit me ; from whom I have received much en- 
“ couragement and good direction for recovery of 
“ my health and ftrength, which 1 find, by the 

“ goodnel* 
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** goodnefs of God, growing towards fuch a ftate, 1651. 

■ “ as may yet, if it be his good will, render me ufe- s/v\( 
*■* ful according to my poor ability, in the ftation • 

'** wherein he hath fct me. I wife more fteadinefi 
“ in your affairs here, than to depend in the leaft 
“ upon fo frail a thing as I am : indeed they do 
“ not, nor own any inftrument, This caufe is of 
“ God, and it muji profper. Oh ! that all that 
“ have any hand therein, being fo perfuaded, 

** would gird up the lpins of their minds^ and 
“ endeavour in all things to walk worthy of the 
“ Lord. So prays, mydord, your moft humble 
“ fervant, O. Cromwell 

A pout this time a plot was difcover’d in Eng-, A Presby* 
land, which had been carried on by the Prefbyte- t ' ma 
rian party, and chiefly by the minifters of that per-* p ot * 
fuafion, in order to promote the defigns of thejr 
Scoti/h brethren, and help forward lus majefty’s 
reftoration to the Englijh throne, as a king under 
fufficient limitations, and now in covenant with 
them. For this Mr. Love, Mr. Jenkins, Mr. Cafe, 
and Mr. Drake, very eminent Prefby terian divines* 
befldes Ibme others of the laity, were apprehended 
by order of the council of ftate. Jenkins, Cafe, and 
Drake, confefs’d themfelves guilty, and, that the 
party might not be too much irritated, were upon 
their humble fubmiflion pardon’d. But Love; as For which 
being more guilty than any of the reft, was, toge- Mr.. Love 
ther with one Gibbons , beheaded on ^caver-hill, bn ” ecu *‘ 
the 2 2d of Auguft. Hfe was condemn’d on July 5, 
and the day of execution was appointed to be on 
the 1 5th, before which time many petitions were 
prefented from himfelf and his friends to the par- 
liament, for faring his life, but to no purpofe ; 

'till on the very day that was appointed for hie exe- 
cution, feveral minifters, in and about- Loudon, 
came to the houfe, “ Praying earneftly, and in the . , 

•“ -bowels of jefus Chrift , who, when they were 
“ finners, died for them, if not totally to fpare die 

O 2 “ life 
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1951. c< life of their dear brother, that yet they would 
UyV «« fay of him as Solomon of Abiatbar, That at this 
“ time be JbaU not be put to death" Upon this 
he was repriev’d for one month during which time 
all poiTible follicitations were us’d to thofe in pow- 
er, and particular application was made to the lord- 
general Cromwell in Scotland, who lent back a let- 
ter fignifying his free confent to the pardon of 
him : But l'ome cavaliers {topping the poft-boy, 
and fearching his packet, with great indignation 
tore the lord- general’s letter, that concern’d Mr. 
Love , as thinking he dtferv’d not to live, who, 
according to them, had been fuch an incendiary in 
the treaty at Uxbridge. And fo the parliament and 
council of ftate hearing nothing from the general, 
they took it for granted, that his filence was de- 
fign’d as an abfolute denial ; upon which Love 
was executed on the forefaid day. 

The gene- General Cromwell was no fooner able to ftir 
abroad, but with eager defire of attion, he con- 
^^ n ° T fulted with his chief officers to carry on the war. 
For this purpofe it was thought proper to contrail: 
their quarters, by drawing in the out-guards, or 
petty garrifons which were of little ufe, and were 
often very much molefted by the Scots. And now 
the army being thus drawn together into one body, 
were fupply’d with thirty- three waggons and car- 
riages for the train from Berwick ; and all things 
being in readinefs for the campaign, the lord-ge- 
neral, on June 24th, order'd the army to advance 
to Redbaugb, where they ftaid not long, but march'd 
from thence to Pencland hills, a place well known 
Co the Engli/b. Here they encamp'd in a rnoft 
comely ami regular order •, and the lord-general 
feafted his officers in his tent, with feveral of their 
ladies, as the lady Lambert , and major-general 
Deatfs lady, and many other Engli/b gentlewomen, 
who came from Leith to fee the foldiers in their 
tents. 

Th* 
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The army having continu’d iome fmall time 1651. 
in this pofture, the lord-general, in order to cany 
on the prefent delign, march’d them away to New- ** mu ~ 
bridge, and from thence to Litbgow where, from wank'd* 
the battlements of the cattle, they could difcem the enemy, 
tents of the Scotch army, which lay encamp’d at 
Torwood near Sterling ; where they were guarded 
with regular fortifications, the horfe in great bodies 
lying about them for fecurity, who were alio fenced 
with a river and with bogs ; fo that the Engtijb 
could not poflibly drive them out of this faftnefs. 
However, the lord-general, to try whether he could 
provoke them to come and fight, march’d his army 
. in battalia fo near their main body, that their tents 
might be perfectly feen ; and fo flood for the fpacc 
of eight hours, waiting for the coming of the Scots \ 
who thinking it better to fpin out time than to 
put all to the hazard of a battle, would not come 
out to engage. Hereupon, the lord-general drew 
off his army to Glafgow , where having fomewhat 
refrefh'd his wearied men, he march’d them back 
again 4 and underftanding that the Scots had 1 re- 
mov’d their camp to Kelfitb , he wheel’d about, and 
fhortly after quarter’d his army at Monks-land , 
within four miles of the enemy. But they ftill re- 
fus’d to engage, and the general could not attack 
them without the greateft hazard. 

This fo provok’d him, that he refolv*d to fall He take! 
upon part of their forces that defended Calendar - C*ltni*r* 
boufe. And fo on the 1 5th of July, he order'd two 
battering guns to be planted, which having play’d 
with great violence for about eight hours, at lafl 
beat down the walls in feveral places. Notwith- . 
Handing which, the govemour expe&ing relief 
from the Scotch army, which lay in fight of him, 
refolv’d to hold out to the utmoft. Upon which, 
the lord-general fent ten files out of every regiment 
to force them out, fince they could not bie prevail’d 
pn to fubmit, Thefe brave fellows having provided 
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1651. themftlves with faggots, prefehtly unloaded tfifem- 
Selves into the enemy’s molt, and fo fprlbging over 
into.the breach, in half an hoar’s time wholly pof- 
. fcfitd chemfclves of the hoafe, having (lain the go- 

vfernour, with fixty-two of bis men. The Scotch 
army all this while looked on, and, as if they were 
ndt at all concern’d in the matter, did not fend orife 
-hand to the relief of their friends. 

Thb lord-general finding that he could by no 
means prbvoke the Scots to a battle, nefolv’d now 
to bid fair fof Fife, that thereby he might cub off 
Ithofe fupplies from them that enabled them to 
procraft tihie and prolong the war. Accordingly, . 
’ immediately after the taking of Calcndar-houfe, the 
valiant ’colonel Overtop with fixteert hundred foot 
and four troops of horfe, put oat into the Forth, 
being order’d to land at the North-ferry in • Fife j 
which he did in lpight of thofe fhowers of great 
and ftnall fhot that were pour’d upon him as he 
approach’d the Ihoar ; in return to which he caufed 
His then to fire upon them out of the boats j* which 
they did wfth fo much courage and bravery, that 
Hie Scots were forc’d to break off the difpute, 
and betake themfelves to flight, leaving behind 
them part of their arms and artillery. In the mean 
time, generil Cromwell kept dofe up to the Scots 
with the main body of his army, intending to fell 
upon their, rear, in cafe they mov’d to difturb this 
enterprize. However, the king fent major-gene- 
ral Brown, and colonel Holbom with fbbr thoofand 
men to force the enemy out of Fife again •, but be- 
fore they could come up to them, Lambert ttodOkey 
pafs’d over the Forth with two regiments of horie 
The battle and two of foot, and join’d with Overton. And 
oiFife. fo the Englijb, with this unexpected reinforcement 
falling upon Brown and Hblborn , entirely defeated 
diem, killing two thouland upon the Ipot, and 
taking prifoners major-general Brown himfelf, one 
colonel, onfc lieutenant-colonel, one major, thirteen 


Digitized by 


Google 


Captains, 



Oliver Cromwell. 199 

captain, feventeen lieutenants, twenty-nine enfigns, i6£i. 
five quarter-traders, fix and twenty feijeants, five 
and twenty corporals, and above twelve hundred 
common foldiers, with two and forty colours of 
horfe and foot. Brown being thus defeated and re- 
duc’d to the condition of a prifoner, liv’d not long 
after ; dying, as was thought, of very grief for this 
fad difalier. Thus the Englijh got fure footing on 
the other fide of the Frith ; and this overthrow 
prov’d the bane of the Scotch affairs. 

Soon after this blow, the Englijh tOok in garri- The fort’ 
fons almoft as faft as they approach’d them. Lam- 
herty in the firft place, came before a ftrong fort 
call'd Innejgary , fituated in an ifie lying in the 
Frith, betwixt Queer/ s- ferry and the pafs into Fife. 

The garrifon here was fo terrified at the news of 
the late overthrow, that being fummoned by Lam- • 
bert, they were content to march away with only 
their fwords by their fides, and deliver up the fort, 
with all the arms, ammunition, and provifions, and 
fixteeir pieces of ordnance, to the Englijh. About 
this time, a minifter, and two fhidents came from 
. Angus to the lord-general Cromwell for protection : 

One of them was excommunicated for not anfwer- 
ing the two following queftions : i. Whether Pre^ 

Jhyterian government in Scotland be i tot in all things 
conform to the word of God? 2. Whether Cromwell 
be not ant 'vchrifiidn ? 

The news of the defeat in Fife being brought to 
the king, who (till lay ftrongly encamp'd in ‘Tor- 
wood, occafion’d fo great a consternation in his army, 
that with great precipitation he decamp’d, and 
inarch'd into Sterling park. General Cromwell fol- General 
low’d fpeedily after them in the rear, and marching 
over the ground where they fo lately lay, he per- scotch u* 
ceiv'd with what, a pannic fear they had been feiz'd : my. 

For they had left behind them all their fick men, 
one barrel of powder, three of ball, a great deal 
, of match, many mulkets, and three barrels of hand- 
ed 4 granadocs. ^ - 
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granadoes. The lord-general followed them with- 
in two miles of Sterling , endeavouring to provoke 
them to an engagement, but all in vain, they mak- 
ing all the hafte they could to fecure themfelves. 
Hereupon the general, perceiving it was to no pur- 
pole to continue here, on the 22d of July march'd 
away his army to Litbgow ; from whence he caus'd 
the greateft part of them to be rranfported over 
into Fifty with the train of artillery, in order to 
carry on the war on the other fide of the water. 
The general himfelf retir’d to Leith, to provide for 
the fupply of his foldiers *, and here he receiv’d the 
welcome news of the fin-render of Bruntijland to 
Lambert *, who having brought the army before it, 
ihegovemour of the place was fo difmay’d, that 
after a fhort parley he deliver’d it up on thefe con- 
ditions ; “ Firjl, that the foldiers in garrifon (be- 
“ ing about five hundred) ihould march away with 
** ^colours flying. Secondly , That the inhabitants 
“ of the town Ihould have what belonged to them, 
“ Thirdly, That all provifions of war, together 
“ with all guns and fhipping of war, Ihould be de- 
** liver’d up for the ufe of the commonwealth of 
“ England This place was of great advantage to 
the Englifh \ for it being a very commodious har- 
bour, the army might from thence, in the courle 
of their conquefts, have continued fupplies of 
all that was necefiary and convenient for them. 

Gcnbral Cromwell having fetded matters at 
Le[th , immediately crofs’d the Frith to his army, 
which was then a t Bruntijland ; and fo difpatchiog 
Wballey to reduce the fmaller garrifons upon the 
coaft of Fife, and leaving colonel Wolf's regiment 
in Bruntijland, he with the reft of die army and 
train of artillery, on the 30th of July, roarch’-daway 
towards St. Jobiis-town \ that by seducing that im- 
portant place under his power, he might prevent 
the Highlanders from lending any fupplies, either 
of men or provifions, to Sterling. . being come bev 
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fore it, he fent this fummons to the town. ** That 1651. 
“ being inform’d the town was void of a garrifon, v-^vp-* 
“ lave the inhabitants and forne few countrymen, se.joMs- 
“ he requir’d them to deliver the fame to him im- t twn. ‘ 
** mediately ; promifing to fecure their perfons 
“ from violence, and their goods from plunder.** 

The meffenger who carried this fummons, was, 
contrary to the expectation of the Englijh, deny*d 
admittance, and came back with this fhOrt reply 
from the townfmen. That they were not in a capa- 
city to receive any letters. But to exeufe the matter, 
the magiftrates foon font after him a meflage, de- 
claring, “ That the king’s majefty had fent a very 
ft ftrong party, able to maintain the town, and 
“ overpower them with a govemour : But always 
“ to obferve civility with his lordlhip, they had 
“ obtain’d leave from the govemour to exeufe 
** themfelves, by Ihewing how unable they were to 
“ treat.” It feems, the lord Duffus had the day 
before enter’d the town with thirteen hundred men j 
but the; lord-general, upon his refofal of the new 
fummons which he fent him, having drained the 
water out of the moats round about the town, and 
batter’d the walls with his cannon, oblig'd him to 
fucrender in a day’s time. 

These wonderful fucceffes, which attended the 7*1“ lung 
Englifb arms, threw die king’s affairs in Scotland m 
into great perplexity and diftrefs ; whereupon he P ei P ,a “* r * 
began to think of making an irruption into England* 

He was now much nearer England than general 
Cromwell , who could not poffibly overtake him, 
till after his majefty had been forne days march be- 
fore him. His fate depended upon the fucceis of 
one battle } and he had reafon to believe, that all 
the northern parts of England were well-afteCted 
to him ; whither,*if he could once reach, he might 
hope to increafe his army by the acceffion of fuch 
men as would render it touch mpre confiderable. 

Upon this, it Vf&s refoly’d, that the army ihould 
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With dll poffible expedition advance into England, 
by -the neartsft ways that led into Lancaftnre •, whi- 
ther his majefty fent expreffes to his friends in thole 
parts* that they might have their loldiers in a rea- 
dinefs to receive him. He aHo fent an expreis to 
the earl of Derby , who was then in the IJle of 
Man r requiring him to meet him in Lancajhire. 
The marquis of Argyle was the only perfon who 
diffuaded the king from marching into England , and 
that with nO inconfiderable arguments •, but the con- 
trary opinion prevailing, Argyle ret ir'd to his houfe 
in the Highlands : And fo, on the lalt day of July, 
the king began his march from Sterling , and on the 
6th of Augufi enter’d England by the way of Car life 
With an army of about fix teen thou find men. 

The noile of this fudden invafion gave a mod 
terrible alarm to the whole nation, efpecially to 
the parliament at Weftminfter, who were ftill more 
difmay’d at the reports of the greatnefs of the 
king's army, and his deltgn of mounting his foot- 
fbldiers* and advancing dire&ly to London. They 
Were now ready to pafs fevere cenfures on the 
lord-general Cromwell , and condemned him of ralh- 
nefs and precipitation •, whilft he in the mean time 
took care to fatisfy them as well as he could, and 
allur’d diem, ** That he would overtake the ene- 
“ my, and give a good account of them, before 
** they Ihould give them any troupe.” Accord* 
ingly, that he might lofe no time, he order’d major- 
general Lambert “ To follow the king hnmediatdy 
** with feven or eiglit hundred horfc, and to draw 
“ as many others as he could from the country 
“ militia ; and to molelt the king’s match as 
“ much as poffible, by being near, and obliging 
“ him to march dole ; not engaging his own party 
“ in any (harp a&ions, without a very manifeft ad* 
“ vantage, but keeping himfdf entire till he ihould 
“ come up to him.** • 

Th* 


Digitized by 


Google 




The parliament alfd exerted thCmfelves to the 1651. 
tttnodft on this oCtafion. The militia of moft \/vs/ 
counties waS ortfcrM to be drawn into the field; T he P*, r * 
to obfb*u& the king’s march; Two thoufand out 
of Staffor djhire , and four thouland out of Lan- i n g S a - " 
cajhire and C before, under the command of co- gain# him: 
lone! Btrcb, join’d with Lambert and Harrifon, 

The lord Fairfax drew Out into the field with a 
formidable body, to flank, the king’s army ; the 
militia of the city of London was commanded Out, 
and all the adjacent counties were ftriftly enjoyn*d 
by die parliament to fet out horfe and men at 
their own charges. Ah atft was alfo publifhed, 

Wherein it was declared, “ That no perfon what- 
“ foevCr fliould ptefume to hold any correfpon- 
“ dence with Charles Stuart , or with his party, 

,** or With any of them, nor give any intelligence 
** to them, nor countenance, encourage, abet, 

“ adhere to, or afflft any of diem ; nor vohmta- 
“ rily afford, or oaufe to be afforded or delivered 
k< Unto any Of them, any victuals, provifions, 

“ ammunition, arms* horfes, plate, money, men, 

** or any other relief whatfoever. Under pairi Of 
K high‘thealbn : And that all perfons fliould ufe 
M their Uttnoft endeavours to hihder and flop 
** their march.” 

The tord-'general Cromwell being now ready to The gene-' 
march into England in purfuit of the Scotch army, ral leaving 
endeavoured to fettle the affairs of Scotland in filch Mtnk in 
a pofture, as effectually to fecure what was already 
obtamM ; artd gave all the neceffary orders to lieu- into Eng- 
tenant-general Monk, whom he refolved to leave 4**^ 
behind him with a ftrong party of foot, and fuch 
troops of horfe, as might be able to quell any 
forces which fliould rife after his departure. This 
done, the viftoridus Cromwell , with the remainder 
of the army, marched out of Scotland. , and on the 
»2th of Auguft crofled the Tine: With which 
fwift march being quite wearied out, he caus'd the. 
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army to pitch their tents on Ryfon-Haugb , upon 
the brink of the 21#*, whilft himfelf took up his 
quarters at &W/rji-houfe, not far from his foldiers. 
The mayor of Newcaftle underftanding that the 
army was near the town, immediately went our, 
accompanied, with the reft of the magiftrates, to 
congratulate the lord-general’s arrival in England ; 
and that they might be the more welcome to the 
foldiers, carried along with them, bread, cheeie, 
bilker, and beer, for the refrelhment of the army. 
Thefe fupplies were very feafonable, and enabled 
the foldiers chearfully to continue their march. 

The Scots in the mean time by a fwift march 
went on in profecution of their prefent defign. 
The king led them through Lancaftnre , where at 
the head of his army he was in all the market- 
towns he pafs’d through proclaim'd king of Eng- 
lanit Scotland , France , and Ireland. But he met 
not with that encouragement which he expefted j 
for befides that the Scots daily deferred him, the 
country did not come into him as he believed 
they would, being continually obftrufted by the 
forces of the commonwealth, which fpread them- 
felves over all places. The king with his army 
marched on towards Warrington on the borders of 
Cbejbiret the paflage of which bridge was lharply 
contefted by Lambert and his party, but was at laft 
obtain’d by the king, the Scots, as they fell on, 
crying out, Ob you Rogues l We will be with yon 
before your Cromwell comes. The king refolv’d to . 
continue his march with the fame expedition as he 
had us’d hitherto, dll they lhould come to fuch a 
port where they might fecurely reft themfelves * 
which the poor foldiers very much defin'd, being 
extaemely fatigu’d with the length of their march, 
and the heat of the feafon. His majefty hoping 
the intereft that major-general Majfey had in Gla- 
cefterjhire, would draw a great many in to him 
from thofe parts, refolved to dire# his tparch that 

way. 
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way. At laft looking upon Worcefier as a proper 1651. 
place, he determined to fettle there with his army *, 
and accordingly, on the 23d day of Auguft, he en- 
ter’d that city with very little oppofition ; where Wtrtfrr. 
he refolvM to abide, and expeft the coming of his 
enemy ; and that he might not be wanting in any 
thing, that might tend to thejprefervation of him- 
felf and forces, he order’d works to be raifed for 
better fecurity. Then he fern a fummons to co- 
lonel Mackwortb governour of Sbrewjbury t in- 
viting him to yield up that garrifon to him ; to 
which the governour return’d a prercmptory de- 
nial. Healfo fent letters to Sir Thomas Middleton 1, 
to raife forces for him in Montgomeryjhire ; but 
Sir Thomas detain’d the mefienger prifoner, and 
fent up the letter to the parliament. A day or two 
after- the king had taken up his quarters at Wor- 
cejter , he receiv’d the melancholy news of the de- 
feat of the earl of Derby. This brave man was the 
only perfon, who made any confiderable attempt 
to fupport the king. He got together a body of 
fifteen hundred horfe ; but before he could join 
the king’s army, colonel Lilboum fet upon him 
near Wiggan y and entirely routed him. The carl 
himfelf being wounded, retreated into Cbeftnre, with 
about eighty horfe, and from thence to the king 
at Worcefier. 

.In the mean time, general Cromwell having re- General 
frelh'd his fbldiers near Newcaftle , immediately CrtmwtU 
march’d away by Rippon y Ferry-briggs , Doncajter , 

Mansfield and Coventry •, and at Keinton join’d after ™ a *’ 
witn the reft of the parliament’s forces, under 
lieutenant-general Fleetwood , major-general Def- 
borougb , the lord Grey of Groby, major-general 
Lambert , and major-general Harrifon ; malting 
in all about thirty thouland men. The common- 
wealth had indeed by their new levies increafed 
their forces to a prodigious number ; and England 
never before produced fo many foldiers in fo fhort 
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1651. a time: For the (binding army, with thole other 
forces newly rais'd by ad of parliament, upon thi§ 
occafion, are faid to have amounted to abpve fixty 
thoulfoid men. 

' The lord-general being come up, and having 
. pbferv*d the pofture of die enemy's artpy, began 
with an attempt upon Uptou-bridge, (even miles 
from Worcefter, defigping there, if poffible, to pals 
pver his army. Lambert was appointed to manage 
this affair, who immediately detatch’d a fraall 
party of horle and dragoons, to fee hpw feafible 
’ the enter prize might be. This party coming to 
die bridge, found it broken down, all but one 
plank. Over this thefe daring fellows pals’d, 
who finding the Scots took the alarm, preiendy 
betook themfelves to a church for fecurity. Here- 
upon Majfey , who lay at Upton with about fixty 
dragoons* and two hundred horle, gave a can* 
fodo on the church ; but major-general Lambert , 
having in the mean time pals’d oyer a new fupply 
of horfc, fell furioully upon die enemy’s party, 
and over-powering them, forc’d diem to a retreat ) 
which MaJJty fopported with fo much bravery, 
that fome times facing, then fighting, and fo fall* 
fog pff, himfclf brought up die rear, and never 
quitted his ftation, dll he arriv’d with his men at 
Worcefter . In this encounter his horfe was kill’d 
upder him, and he receiv’d a (hot in his arm. 
The bridge being thus gain’d, all poffible induftry 
was uled to make k up ; fo that, lieutenant-general 
fZeetwoocfs army quickly pals’d over j which kill 
marching forward, they laid a bridge over the 
Zeame, which falls into the Severn , about a mile 
beneath Worcester : And the general, in the mean 
time, caufed a bridge of boats to be laid over die 
Severn on his fide; and this for the better con- 
iun£tion of the army, and that th? enemy might 
Jbe the more ftraiten’d. 

Th# 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Oliver Cromwell. 

, The Scots drawing out to oppofe tfie lieutenant- 165./ 
general's paflagje, the lord-general refoived to dir u*ytj 
vent their defigo, or to oblige them to fight on * ^ 
great diladvantage : To which end, birofelf ip 
perfon led over the river two regiments of foot, 
colonel Hacker * s horfe, and his own life-guard, op 
that fide of IVorceJler, which he design'd to ptt fw k, 

Wbilft this was doing, lieutenant-general Fleet* 

W, alfifted by colonel Goff 's and major-general 
Deatfs regiments of foot, maintain’d a brave fight 
from hedge to hedge, which the Scots had lin’d 
thick with mufqueteers, judging that to be the 
fefeft way. And indeed they ftoutly maintain’d 
their ground, till colonel Blake's, Gibbotfs and ' 
Marfifs regiments came in and join’d with the 
others againft them j upon which they retreated 
to Powick-bridge, where they were again engag’d 
by colonel Hains , CFbbet and Matthews $ and per- 
ceiving they were not able to prevail, they thou ght 
fit at laft to fecure themfelvea fry flying imp 
Wore eft tr. 

Presently after, the king calling a council 
of war, it was refoived to engage Cromwell himr 
k\L Accordingly, they on a hidden fally’d out 
againft him with forouch fury, that his invincible 
life-guard could not fuftaio the fhock, but was 
forced to retire in fome diforder ; and his cannon 
likewife were for fome time in the power of the 
king’s party: But multitudes of frelb forces com- He total- 
mg in, at laft turn’d the fcale on Cromwell's fide. 1 y defeat* 
The battle continued for three or four hours. -with “ em ® 
peat fiercenefe and various fuqcefs, rill the Scots be- 
log overpower’ d by Cromwell's fuperior force, were ttftn. ' 
totally routed, frying away in great confufion tp fe- 
cure themfelves. The honfe made as faft as they could 
back again towards . the north j but rite foot ran into 
the city, heing clofely purfu’d by fome of the con- 
querors, whofuriouflyflewthro’alltheftreets, doing 
wch terrible execution, that there was nothing to 
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1651. be fccn for fome time but blood and flaughter,. 
As foon as the lord-general had forced his way 
through Sudbury-gate , whilft this party were kil- 
ling and flaying all they met with, he with fome 
regiments ran up to the Fort-royal , commanded by 
colonel Drummond and being juft about to ftorm, 
he firft ventur’d his perfon thro’ whole fhowers of 
ihot to offer the Scots quarter, if they would pre- 
fcntly fubmit, and deliver up the fort; which 
they refilling, he foon reduced' it by force, and 
without mercy put them all to the fword, to the 
number of fifteen hundred men. In the mean 
time very ‘confiderahle parties were fent after the 
' flying enemy, and the country -every where rofe 
upon them. The fiain in this battle were reck- 
oned about four thouland, and the prilbners taken 
in the fight and in the purfuit amounted to about 
ten thouland ; fo that near all were loft. The 
chief of the prifoners were duke Hamilton (bro- 
ther of the late duke) who died loon after of his 
wounds ; the earl of Derby, who not long after 
was fentenc’d to death, and loft his head at Bolton ; 
the earls of Lauderdale , Camwartb , Rothes , and 
Kelley ; the lord Sinclare, Sir John Packington, Sir 
• Charles Cunningham, Sir Ralph Clare, major-ge- 
neral Montgomery, major-general Pifcoty , Mr. Ri- 
chard Fanjbaw fecretary to the king, the general 
of the ordnance, the adjutant-general of the foot ; 
befides leveral colonels, and other inferior officers. 
There were alfo taken all their artillery and bag- 
gage, a hundred and fifty-eight colours, the king’s 
ftandard* his coach and hones, and leveral other 
things of great value. The king elcaped, and 
having wandered for fome time in difguile about 
England, he at laft found means to embark, and 
landed fafely at Diepe in France. This great vi- 
ctory, which was juftly look’d upon as the dedfion 
of the grand caufe between the king and the com- 
monwealth, was obtain’d by general Cromwell oa 
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the third of September, the fame day twelve-month, 1651. 
that the Scots had fuch a defeat given them by his v*'*v>-* 
forces at Dunbar , as loft them their kingdom. 
Cromwell’s word was the fame as at Dunbar , "The . 

Lord of bofts. The next day the lord-general fent 
a letter to the parliament ; which was as follows : 

“ I ah not able yet to give you an exa< 5 t ac- His fetter 
“ count of the great things the Lord hath done for *® the P* 1 " 
this commonwealth, and for fiis people ; and yet /hereupon. 
“ I am unwilling to be filent, but according to my 
** duty I fhall reprefent it to you, as it comes to 
“ hand. This battle was fought with various fuc- 
“ cels for fome hours, but ftHl hopeful on your 
“ part, and in the end became an abfolute vi&ory, 
and fo full an one, as. proved a total defeat and 
** ruin of the enemy’s army, and pofleffion of the 
“ town *, our men entring at the enemy’s heels, 

“ and fighting with them in the ftreets with very 
“ great courage, took all their baggage and artil- 
“ lery. What the (lain are, I can give you no ac- 
“ count, becaufe we have not taken an exa< 5 t view * 

“ but they are very many, and muft needs be lb, 

“ becaufe the difpute was long, and very near at 
“ hand, and often at pulh of pike, and from one 
“ defence to another. Thefe are about fix or le- , 

' ** ven thoufand prifoners taken here, and many 
“ officers and noblemen of quality ; duke Hamil- 
ton, the earl of Rothes , and divers other noble- 
“ men*, I hear, the earl of Lauderdale, manyoffi- 
** cers of great quality, and fome that will be fit 
“ objefts of your juftice. We have fent very con- 
“ fiderable parties after the flyjng enemy : I hear 
“ they have taken confiderable numbers of prifo- 
** ners, and are very dole in the purfuit. Indeed, 

** I hear the countryrifcth upon them every-where ; 

** and I believe the forces that lay thro’ providence 
** at Bewdley , and in Sbropjhire and Staffordshire , 

“ and thofe with colonel Lilburne, were in a con- . 

“ dition, as if this had been forefeen, to intercept 
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1651. ** what Ihould return. A more particular account 
“ than this will be prepared for you, as we are able. 

(t I heard they had not many more than a thoufand 
“ horfe in their body that fled, and I believe we 
“ have near four thoufand forces following and in- 
** terpofing between them and home. Their army 
“ was about fixteen thoufand ftrong, and fought 
“ ours on fVorcefter- fide Severn , almoft with their 
“ whole, whilft we had engaged half our army on 
“ the other fide, but with'parties of theirs. Indeed 
** it was a ftifF bufinefs *, yet 1 do not think we 
“ have loft 'two hundred men. Your new-raisM 
“ forces did perform fingular good fervice, for 
“ which they deferve a very high eftimation Mid 
“ acknowledgment, as alfo for dieir willingnefe 
“ thereunto, forafmuch as the fame hath added fo 
** much to the reputation of your affairs. They 
“ are all difpatch’d home again ; which, I hope, 
“ will be much for the eafe and fatisfaftion of the 
country, which is a great fruit of the fucceflTes.” 

“ The dimenfions of this mercy are above my 
** thoughts j it is, for ought I know, a crowning 
“ mercy •, furely, if it be not, fuch a one we'lhall 
“ have, if this provoke thofe that are concern’d in’ 
“ it to thankfulnels, and the parliament to do*the 
“ will of him, who hath done his 'will for it, and 
“ for the nation *, whofe good pleafure is, to efta- 
** blilh the nation, and the change of the govefn- 
“ ment, by making the people fo' willing to the 
** defence thereof, and fo fignally to blefr the en- 
“ deavours of your fervants in this late great work. 
“ I am bold, humbly to beg, that all thoughts may 
“ tend to the promoting of his honour, who hath 
“ wrought lb great falvation, and that die fatriefs 
“ ofthefe continued mercies may not occafion pride 
“ and wantonnefs, as formerly the like hath dbrife 
“ to a chofen people. But that the fear of thfe 
** Lord, even for his mercies, may keep an authd- 
“ rity, and a people fo profpered, and blefl6dr*nd 

“ witnefifed 
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*« witftefled to, humble and faithful ; that juftice 1651. 
“ and righteoufnefs, mercy and truth may flow 
“ from you, as a thankful return to our glorious 
** God : This (hall be the prayer of, Sir, your moft 
“ humble and obedient fervant, O. Cromwell .** 


Chap. V, 

From the battle of Worcefter, to the forcible 
dijfolution of the Long Parliament. 

G ENERAL Cromwell having given this dead- 
ly blow to the Scots, and to all the king's 
party, ftaid no longer at Worcejler , than to fee the . 
walls of it levell’d with the ground, and the dikes 
fill’d with earth, thereby to curb the difaffeftion 
of the inhabitants, and to prevent their attempting 
to lecufe any enemy for the future. This done. He re- 
he march’d up in a triumphant manner to London , tu . rns 
driving four or five thoufand prifoners like flieep * 

before him. Beyond Aylesbury , he was met by four 
commiflioners from the parliament, whom they 
fenrto pay him all the marks of honour and efteem. 

When he came to Aston, he was folemnly met by 
the fpeaker, and the reft of the members and coun- 
cil of ftate ; and foon after by the lord-mayor, al- 
dermen and fheriffs, and many perfons of quality, 
with the militia and multitudes of people ; who 
welcom’d him with loud lhouts and acclamations, 
and feveral voliies of great and fmall (hot. While- 
lock fays, he carry’d himlelf with great aflability, 
and teeming humility ; and in all his difcouries 
about, the bufinefs of Worcejler , would feldom men- 
tion any thing of himfelf, but of the gallantry of 
die officers and foldiers, and gave all the glory of 
tiie aft ion unto God. After fome fmall repofe, 
on the 1 6th of September , he took his place in par- 
liament, where the fpeaker made a fpeech to him, 
congratulating his return after fo many worthy ar- 
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1651. fhievemcnts, and giving him the thanks of the 
houfe for his great and faithful fervices to the com- 
monwealth. On the fame day, he with his chief 
officers, was leaded in the city, with all poffible 
date and pomp : And foon after two a&s were 
drawn up, that were much to his honour ; one for 
a folemn thankfgiving-day, and the other for a 
yearly obfervation of the third day of September , 
in all the three kingdoms, with a narrative of the 
grounds thereof. The parliament likewife fettled 
four thoufand pounds a year' upon him, out of the 
edates of the duke of Buckingham , and the mar- 
quis of (f'orcejler, befides two thoufand five hundred 
pounds per annum , formerly granted. 

The ifle* Soon after the batde of IVorcejler , the ifle of 
of Mat, Man , bravely defended by the heroick countefs of 

GutTtftj, Derby, and the ifle of Jerfey , that had been long 
•nd Scil/j maintain’d by Sir George Carteret , were both re- 
reduc’d. duc’d tb the parliament’s obedience. They had 
long fince been maders of Guernfey , except the 
chief fort, call’d Cornet- caftle, which had been a 
great while defended by Roger Burges the gover- 
nour, but was about the latter end of October fur- 
render*d by him upon very good articles. And 
the Scilly ifles, which had been the chief harbour 
for the king's men of war, were fome time before 
reduc'd by a part of the parliament’s fleet. 

M»*i Major-ceneral Monk, whom the lord-gene- 
reduftion had left in Scotland, to perfcft the reduction of 
of Sot- that kingdom, proceeded in his work with very 

Uni. good fuccefs. Before the fight at JVorceJter, he 

took Sterling , the chief drength of the Scots ; as 
alfo Dundee , with as terrible an execution as Crom- 
well had before us’d at Tredagb •, and furpriz'd 
a convention of the Scotch nobility,' among whom 
was old general Lejley, and fent them prifoners to 
London. The example that was made of Dundee, 
occafion’d fuch a terror, that St. Andrew's, Aber- 
deen, Dunbarton , and Dunnoter cadles, with other 

towns. 
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towns, cattles, and ftrong-holds, either voluntarily 1651. 
declar’d for the conquerors, or furrender’d upon v/vy 
fummons. Notwithstanding this, the Scots made 
one attempt more under Middleton , Huntley , Glen- 
carne , and others in the Highlands : But they were 
foon fupprefs’d and difpers’d by colonel Morgan : 

So that the Engltjh extended their ,conquefts thro* 
all parts of the kingdom, even as far as the ifles of 
Orkney and Shetland , which now fubmitted to them. 

And here 1 (hall difmifs the affairs of Scotland , The Bate 
for the prefent, with the remarks that bifhop Bur- 
net makes on the ftate of that kingdom, after this afterwards, 
abfolute reduftion of it under the power of the 
Englijh. “ After this, fays he, 'the country was 
“ kept in great order ; Some cattles in the 
44 Highlands had garrifbns put into them, that 
44 were fo careful in their difcipline, and fo exaft 
“ to their rules, that in no time the Highlands were 
“ kept in better order, than during the ufurpation. 

There was a oonfiderable force of about feven or 
“ eight thoufand men kept in Scotland : Thefe were 
44 paid exactly, and ftriftly difciplin’d. The pay 
“ of the army brought lb much money into the 
“ kingdom, that it continued all that while in a 
“ very flourishing ftate. Cromwell built three ci- 
“ .tadels, at Leitb , Air, and Itrvernefs , befidcs ma- 
44 ny little forts. There was good juftice done, and 
*' 4 vice was fupprefs’d and punifh’d ; fo that we al- 
44 ways reckon thofe eight years of ufurpation, a 
#4 time of great peace and profperity. There was 
44 alfo a fort of union of the three kingdoms in 
44 one parliament, where Scotland had its reprefen- 
44 tatives. The marquis of Argyle went up one of 
44 our commiffioners.” 

Soon after the victory at Worcejler , general General 
Cromwell defin'd a meeting with feveral members Crmmell 
of parliament, and fome of the principal officers ^ n fe,ence 
of the army, at the fpeakcr’s houfe ; where, as toconfider 
Whitelocky who was one of the numbc acquaints of a fettle- 
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us, he propos’d to them, “ That now the old king 
“ being dead, and his Ton defeated, he held k ne- 
“ ceflary to come to a fettlement of the nation i 
“ In order to which he had requeued this meet- 
“ ing, that they together might conlider and ad? 
•* vifc, what was fit to be done, and to be pnc- 
“ fented to the parliament.” 

What pafs*d hereupon in this conference, I 
fhall fet down as I find it in Wbitelock. LentbaH 
the fpeaker began thus : “ My lard, this com- 
“ pany were very ready to attend your excellency ; 
“ and the bufinefs you are pleas'd to propound to 
** us, is very neccffary to be confidcr’d. God hath 
“ given marvellous fuccefs to pur forces under 
your command, and if we do not improve thefe 
“ mercies to fbme fettlement, fuch as may be to 
*' God’s honour, and the good of this common? 
“ wealth, we fhall be very much blame-worthy.” 
Harrison. “ I think that which my lord- 
general hath propounded, is to advife as to a 
fettlement both of our civil and fpiritual liber- 
ties, and fo that the mercies which the Lord 
hath given in to us, may not be caft away $ 
how this may be done is die great queftion.” 
Whitblock. “ It is a great quefhon indeed, 
and not fuddenly to be refolv’d yet it were pity 
that a meeting of fo many able, worthy perfbns 
as I fee here fhould be fruidefs. I fhoula hum? 
bly offer in the firft place, whether it be not re- 
quifite to be underftood, in what way this fet? - 
dement is defied, whether of an abfolute repub- 
lick, or with any mixture of monarchy.” 
General Cromwell. “ My lord commillioner 
Wbitelock. hath put us upon the right point ; and 
indeed it is my meaning, that we mould con- 
fider, whether a Republick, or*a mix'd monar- 
chical government will be beft to be fetded y 
and if any thing monarchical, then in whom 
that power fhall be placed.” 

81* 
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Sir e tbo. Wtddrington. “ I think a mix’d mo- 1651. 
“ narchical government will be moft fuitable to WV 
“ the laws and people of this nation ; and if any 
“ thing monarchical, I fuppofe we lhall hold it 
“ moft juft to place that power in one of the fons 
“ of the late king.” 

Fleetwood. “ I think that the queftion, 

“ Whether an abfolute republick, or a mix’d 
'* monarchy, be bcft to be fettled in this nation, 

** will not be very eafy to be determin’d.” 

Lord-chief-justice St. John. “ It will be 
“ found that the government of this nation, with- 
“ out fomething of monarchical power, will be 
“ very difficult to be fettled, as not to (hake the 
“ foundation of our laws, and the liberties of the 
“ people.” 

Lenthall. “ It will breed a ftrange confo- 
“ fipn to fettle a government of this nation, with- 
“ out fomething of monarchy.” 

Desborough. “ I befeech you, my lord. Why 
“ may not this, as well as other nations, be go- 
** vern’d in the way of a republick ? ” 

Whit block. “ The Uws of England are lb 
“ interwoven with the power ^nd practice of mo* 

“ narchy, that to fettle a government without 
“ fomething of monarchy in it, would make fo 
“ great an alteration in the proceedings of our 
“ law, that you have fcarce time to leftify, nor 
“ can we well forefee the inconveniencies which 
“ will arife thereby.” 

Wh alley. “ I do not well underftand mat- 
u ters of law ; but it fcems to me the beft way, 

“ not to have any thing of monarchical power in 
“ the fettlement of our government : And if we . 

“ fhould refolve upon any, whom have we to 
“ pitch upon ? The king’s eldeft fon hath.been in 
“ arms againft us, and his fecond fon likewife is 
“ our enemy,” 

? 4 Sir 
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Sir Thomas IViddringion. “ But the late king's 
“ third fon, the duke of GlouceJler y is flill among 
" us, and too young to have been in arms againft 
“ us, or infefted with the principles of our enc- 
“ mies.” 

White lock. “ There may be a day given for 
“ the king’s eldeft fon, or for the duke of 2ork y 
“ his brother, to come in to the parliament ; and 
“ upon fuch terms as fhall be thought fit, and 
“ agreeable both to our civil and fpiritual liber- 
“ ties, a fettlement may be made with them.” 
General Cromwell. “That will be a bufinefs 
of more than ordinary difficulty ; but really, I 
“ think, if it may be done with fafety, and pre- 
*• fervation of our rights, both as Engli/hmen, and 
“ as chriftians, that a fettlement with fomething of 
“ monarchical power in it would be very effeftual.” 
Much more difeourfe there was by feveral gen- 
tlemen then prefent. The foldiers were generally 
for a pure republick, the lawyers for a mix’d 
monarchy, and many for the duke of Gloucejtcr to 
be made king •, but general Cromwell (till put off 
that debate to fome other point ; and many think, 
that having now begun to entertain thoughts of 
fetting up himfelf, his defign in this conference, 
■was only to difeover the inclinations of thefe per- 
fons, that he might make a proper ufe thereof in 
profecutin£ the ends of his own ambition, which 
was much heighten’d by the finifhing ftroke that 
was given to His /uccefles, in the late glorious 
victory at Worcefter. 

The commiffion of general Cromwell to be lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland being expir’d, the parliament 
did not think fit to renew that tide and office, 
looking upon them to be more fuitable to monarchy, 
than to a free commonwealth ; but they pafs’d a 
vote, “ That the aft of parliament conftitutingO/i- 
“ ver Cromwell , Efqi captain-general and comman- 
“ der" in chief of the armies and forces rais'd bjr 

their 
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“ their authority within England , Ihoald extend to 1652. 
** the forces in Ireland , as if Ireland had been par- 
** ticularly named : And that the lord-general be 
“ requir’d to appoint fuch a perfon as he fhall think 
“ fit, to command the forces in Ireland , and to 
“ commiflion him accordingly.” And fo lieute- 
nant-general Fleitwood bad the command in chief . 
of the forces in Ireland given him, to hold under 
the lord-general Cromwell ; and under his conduit, 
that kingdom was in a little time brought into 
perfect fubjeCtion. 

Whilst the commonwealth of England was A rapture 
thus every where vi&orious at home, a rupture between 
happened between them and the elder republics the 
Kates of Holland ; which occafion’d fuch terrible /«*& 
fea-fights, that no preceding age fince the creation 
had ever produced the like. Some time in the laft 
year, the parliament fent over the chief juftice 
St. John and Mr. Strickland ', to treat of a coalition 
with the Dutch ; but they apprehending that this 
conjunction might rob them of their trade, and be 
little lefs than making them a province to England , 
not only refilled to confent to it, but rudely treat- 
ed St. John ; which was fo much refented.by his 
haughty fpirit, that he made the report of this em- 
baffy little to the advantage of the Dutch. Upon 
this the parliament pafs'd the ail of navigation , 
which “ prohibited foreign fhips froth bringing 

any merchandizes into England , except fuch as 
“ Ihould be of the growth and manufacture of that 
44 country, to which the faid Ihips belong’d.” By 
virtue of which law the Englijh took occafion to 
fearch the Dutch vefiels, and often to make prize 
of them. The Kates hereupon lent over four am- 
bafiadors for the reKoring and preferving a good 
understanding between the two republicks *, but the 
parliament demanded the arrears for the Dutch filh- 
ing upon the coaKs of England and Scotland , the 
giving up to juKice thofe of the Dutcbytho furviv’d, 

that 
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1652. that were affifting in the maflacre of the Englijh at 
!yVs J Asnboyna ; and a free trade up the Scbeld. The 
• Dutch feeing how little they were to eicpeft from 
die Englijh by a treaty, began to prepare for a war j 
oor .were the others behind-hand with them. 

The firft aft of hoftility was in December laft 
year, wheo an Englijh man of war meeting with 
' fome Dutch filhermen on- the Britijb coaft, de- 
manded the tenth herring * in acknowledgment of 
the fovereigoty of the leas, which the parliament 
was determined to maintain in another manner than 
had hitherto been done. The Dutch not comply- 
ing, they fell from words to blows ; and the Dutch- 
man fhooting firft at the Englijh * the Englijh man 
of war funk one of the Dutch fhips, which per^hr 
ed with all her crew. 

This was but a fkirmilh ; but , the firft great fejt- 
fcetwfea* 'between thefe potent republicks, was in May 
ttan. this year j when admiral Van Trump* according to 
die ioftruftions he had received, refuting to (trike 
fail to'the Englijh * Blake the Evglilb admiral gave 
orders to tire at Trump's Bag ; which being dope 
thrice, Trump , inftead of linking it, poured a broad- 
fide upon Blake. Hereupon iboth fleets .engag’d 
from (bur in. .the afternoon till night; in whfeh 
fight, the Dutch had one man of war taken, and 
_ another funk, one hundred and fifty men kill’d* 
and their whale fleet much damag’d ; whereas the 
Englijh had. not one fhip loft or difabled, and but 
few of their men flaip. The fecond fea-fight was 
on the 20th of Augujt -* when Sir Georgb Ayfipugb* 
who was left by Blake to command in the Downs* 
with thirty-eight men of war, fet upon the Dutch 
fleet of fifty, and fifteen merchant men. This fight 
having continued three days, the Dutch loft two 
(hips, one funk, and the other burnt, but the Eng-*- 
UJb none. On the 28th of October * admiral Blake ? 
with vice-admir&l Penn* and real* admiral Bourn* 
ajgain engag’d the Dutch fleet near the Nctlb-Fovt- 
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land, boarded and took their rear-admiral, funk 
two more of them, and one was blown up. The 
reft of the Dutch fleet being very much (batter'd 
and forc’d to fly, was purfued twelve leagues by the 
Engltjb , who loft not one Ihip in this fight, the/ 
many of them were damag’d in their rigging. 
Another furious fight happen’d on the 29th of No-_ 
vernier, Which continued trom ten in the morning 
till fix at night ; when the Dutch fleet double in 
number to the Dnglijh, got the better of them, tak- 
ing the Garland frigat, burning the Bonadventure, 
and. flaking three more. One of the Dutch flog- 
fhips was blown up, and all the men loft but two ; 
and Van ’Trunks and De Ruyter’s fhips were much 
damag’d. 

But to return home: About this time, the lord- 
general Cromwell meeting with commiffioner White- 
lock, faluted him with more than ordinary courtefy, 
and defired to have fome private difcourfe with 
him. Whhtelock waited on him accordingly, and 
after fome previous difeourfe, the lord-general pro- 
ceeded thus : “ Your lordlhip hath obferved moft 
“ truly the inclinations of the officers of the army 
“ to particular fa&ions, and to murmurings, that 
“ they are not rewarded according to their deferts \ 
f ‘ that others who have ventured leaft, have gain- 
** ed moft, and they have neither profit nor pre- 
‘‘ ferment, nor place in government, which others 
hold, who have undergone no hardfhips nor ha- 
zards for the commonwealth ; and herein they 
have too much of truth ; yet their infolence is 
very great, and their influence upon the private 
fbldiers works them to the like difeontents and 
murmurings. Then as for the members of par- 
liament, the aymy begins to have a ftrange dif- 
tafte againft them, and I wifh there were not 
too much caufe of jt ; and really their pride, 
and ambition, aifd felf-feeking, ingroifing all 
Places of honour and profit to themfelves and 
* 1* their 
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** their friends, and their daily breaking forth into 
“ new and violent parties and factions their de- 
“ lays of bufinefs, and defign to perpetuate them- 
** felves and to continue their power in their own 
“ hands j their meddling in private matters be- 
“ tween party and party, contrary to the inftitu- 
“ tion of parliaments, and their injuftice and par- 
“ tiality.in thofe matters, and the fcandalous lives 
“ of fome of the chief of them j thefe things, my 
“ lord, do give too much ground for people to o- 
“ pen their mouths againft them, ana to dillike 
“ them. Nor can they be kept within the bounds 
“ of juftice, and law or reafon, they themfelves 
“ being the fupreme power of the nation, liable to 
“ no account to any, nor to be controuled or re- 
** gulated by any other power, there being none 
fuperior, or co-ordinate with them. So that un- 
“ lefs there be fome authority and power fo full 
“ and fo high, as to reftrain and keep things in 
•* better order, and that may be a check to thefe 
** exorbitances, it will be impoffiblc in human rea- 
“ fon to prevent our ruin.’* 

WH1TEL0CK anfwered : “ I confefs the dan- 
** ger we are in by thefe extravagancies and inor- 
“ dinate powers, is more than I doubt is generally 
“ apprehended ; yet as to that part of it which con- 
“ cerns the foldiery, your excellency’s power and 
“ commiflion is fufficient already to reftrain and 
“ keep them in their due obedience : And, bleffed 
** be God, you have done it hitherto, -and I doubt 
“ not but by your wifdom you will be able ftill to 
■“ do it. As to the members of parliament, I coji- 
** fefs the greateft difficulty lies there, your com- 
“ miffion being from them , and they being-acknow- 
“ ledged the fupreme power of thenation, fubjeft 
“ to no controuls, nor allowing any appeal from 
“ them. Yet, I am fure, your excellency will not 
** look upon them as generally deprav’d ; too 
** many of them are much to blame in thofe things 
- ‘‘ yoij 
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“ you have mentioned, and many unfit things hare 1 651. 
** pafs’d among them ; but I hope well of the ma- l/YN i 
“ jor part of them, when great matters come to a 
“ decifion.” 

The lord-general reply’d, “ There is little hopes 
“ of a good fettlement to be made by them, really 
“ there is not; but a great deal of fear, that they 
** will deftroy again what the Lord hath done gra- 
“ cioufly for them and us : We all forget God, 

“ and God will forget us, and give us up to con- 
“ fufion, and thefe men will help it on, if they be 
“ fuffered to proceed in their ways: Some courfe 
“ mull be thought on to curb and reftrain them, 

or we fhall be ruined by them.” Upon .this 
Whitelock laid, “ We ourfelves have acknowledged 
“ them the fupreme power, and taken our com- 
** millions and authority in the higheft concern- 
“ ments from them ; and how to reftrain and curly 
“ them after this, it will be hard to find out a way 
“ for it.” 

The general then put this fhort queftion to White- 
lock, What if a man Jhould take upon him to be king ? 
Whitelock faid. He thought that remedy would be 
worfe than the difeafe : And the general afking him , 

Why be thought fo, he proceeded, “ As to your . 

“ own perlbn, die title of king would be of no ad- 
“ vantage, becaule you have the full kingly power 
“ in you already, concerning the militia , as you 
** are general : As to the nomination of civil offi- 
“ cers, thofe whom you think fitteft are feldom 
“ refus’d ; and altho* you have no negative vote 
“ in the paffing of laws, yet what you diflikewill . 

“ not eafily be carried; and the taxes are already 
•** fettled, and in your power to difpofe the money 
“ raifed. And as to foreign affairs, tho’ thecere- 
** monial application be made to the parliament, 

“ yet the expeftation of good or bad fuccels in it, 

** is from your excpllency ; and particular follici- 
M tations of foreign mihifters are made to -you 

“ only. 
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1652. “ only. So that I apprehend indeed lefs envy and 
!VVV “ danger, and pomp, but not leis power and real 
“ opportunities of doing good in your being ge- 
“ ner>l, than would be if you had affumed the tide 
“ of king.” 

Tps lord-general proceeded to argue, 7 hot wbo- 
, ever was aftually king by election, the afts done by 
him were as lawful and jufiifiable, as if done by a 
fang , who bad the crown by inheritance ; and that by 
an aft cf parliament in king Henry tbefeventb’s reign , 

' ' it was fafer for the people to aft under a king, let bis ti- 

tle be what it will, than under any other power. White- 
lock agreed to the legality, but much doubted the 
expediency of it ; and being afleed. What danger 
be apprehended in taking this title, he anfwer’d, 
“ The danger I think would be this : One of the 
“ main points of controverfy betwixt iis and our 
adversaries, is. Whether the government of this 
• ■ “ station Jball be eftablifhed in monarchy, or in a free 
“ ft ate or commonwealth ? And moft of our friends 
“ have engaged with us, upon the hopes of having 
“ the government fettled in a free ftate, and to efte& 
** that, have undergone all their hazards and dif- 
“ ficulties ; they being perfuaded (tho* I think 
“ much millaken) that under the government of a 
“ commonwealth, they (hall enjoy more liberty 
** and right, both as to their fpiritual and civil 
“ concernments, than they (hall under monarchy, 
“ the preflures and diflike whereof are fo frelh in 
** their memories and fufferings. Now if your ex- 
** cellency lhall take upon you the title of king, 
“ this ftate of your caufe will be thereby wholly de- 
** termined, and monarchy eftablifh’d in your per- 
“ Ion and the queftion will be no more, whether 
“ our government lhall be by a monarch or by a 
** free ftate, but, whether Cromwell or Stuart lhall 
“ be pur king and monarch. And that queftion, 
** wherein before fo great parties of the nation were 
“ engag’d, and which was univerfal, will by this 

“ means 
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** means Become in effect a private controverfy - 165a. 
** onLy ; before it was national, what kind of go- 
“ vemment we fhould have ; now it will become 
“ particular, who fiiall be our governor, whether 
“ of the family of the Stuarts, or of the family of 
“ the Cromwells. Thus the ftate of our contro- 
“ verfy being totally changed, all thofe who woo 
“ for a commonwealth (and they are a very great 
“ and confiderable party) having their hopes there* 

“ in.fruftrated, will defert you, your hands will 
“ be weakened, your intereft ftreightened, artd 
“ your eaufe in apparent danger to be ruin’d.” 

The general here acknowledg’d that fVbiteloek 
fpoke realbn, and afk’d him, What other thing be 
could propound, that might obviate the prefent danger s 
and difficulties, wherein they were all involv’d. White* 
lock confefs'd, it would be the greatefl: difficulty to 
find out fuch an expedient, but faid he had had 
fome things in his private thoughts upon this mat- 
ter, which he fear’d were not fit, or fafe for him 
to communicate : But upon the general’s preffing 
him to difclofe them, and promifing there fhould 
no prejudice come to him by any private difcourfe 
betwixt them, and alluring him, he fhould never 
betray his friend, and that he fhoold take kindly 
whatever he fhould offer ; Whitelock began thus : 

“ Give me leave then firft to confider your excel- 
u lency’s condition. You are invironed with fe- 
“ cret enemies : Upon your fubduing of the pub- 
“ lick enemy, the officers of your army account 
“ them (elves all viftors, and to have had an equal 
l< fhare in the conqueft with you. The fucceft 
** which God hath given us, hath not a little ela- 
“ ted their minds, and many of them are bufy, 

** and of turbulent fpirits, and are not without 
44 their defigns how they may difmount your ex- 
“ cellency, and fome of themfelves get up into the 
“ faddle; how they may bring you down, and let 
4 * up themfelyes. They want not counfel and en- 

“ couragement 
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1651. “ couragement herein, it may be, from Tome merp- 
“ bers of the parliament, who may be jealous 
“ of your power and grcatnefs, left you fhould 
“ grow too nigh for them, and in time over-mafter 
** them, and they will plot to bring you down firft, 

** or to dip your wings.” 

The general upon this thanked Wbitelock for fo 
fully coniidering his condition : It is, laid he, a 
teftimony of your love to me and care of me, and you 
have rightly confidered it ; and I may fay without va- 
nity, that in my condition yours is involved and all our 
friends , and thofe that plot my ruin will hardly bear 
your continuance in any condition worthy of you. Be- 
fides this, the caufe itfelf may poffibly receive fome dif- 
advantage, by the Jlrugglings and contentions among 
gurfelves. But what. Sir , are your thoughts for pre- 
vention of thofe mifehiefs that bang over our heads ? 

WHITE LOCK then proceeded: “ Pardon 
** me, Sir, in the next place a little to confider the . 
“ condition of the king of Scots. This prince be- 
** ing now by your valour, and the fuccefs which 
“ God hath given to the parliament, and to the 
“ army under your command, reduc’d to a very 
** low condition, both he, and all about him, can- 
** not but be very inclinable to hearken to any 
•* terms, whereby their loft hopes may be reviv’d 
** of his being reftor*d to the crown, and they to 
“ their fortunes and native cduntry. By a private 
“ treaty with him you may fecure yourfelf, and 
. “ your friends, and their fortunes; you may make 

'** yourfelf and your pofterity as great and perma- 
. “ nent, to all human probability, as ever any fub- 

“ je< 5 t was, and provide for your friends : Y ou may 
** put fuch limits to monarchical power, as will 
fecure our fpiritual and civil liberties, and you 
** may fecure the caufe in which we are all engaged ; 

** and this may be effeftually done, by having the 
** power of the militia continued in yourfelf, and. 

“ whom you (hall agree upon after you. I pro- 

“ pound 
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“ pound therefore for your excellency to fend to 
“ the king of Scots, and to have a private treaty 
wfeh him for this purpofe.” 

The general hereupon told him, he thought he 
had much reafon for what he propounded : But , 
laid he, it is a matter of fo high importance and diffi- 
culty, that it deferoes more time of confederation and de- 
bate, than is at prefent allow'd us : We fhall there- 
fore take a farther time to difcourfe of it. And with, 
that he brake off, and went away with fome dif- . 
pleafure in his countenance. His carriage alfo to- 
wards Wbitelotk was from that time alter’d, and 
his advifing with him not fo frequent and intimate 
as formerly ; and not long after, he found an occa- 
fion, by an honourable employment, to fend him 
out of the way, that he might be no hindrance to 
him in the defigns he was then carrying on. For 
*tis pretty manifeft, that he had it now in his thoughts 
to let up himfelf, and bring the crown upon his 
own head : To which purpofe Harry Nevill 
whp was then one of the council of ftate, us’d 
to tell it as a ftory of his own knowledge, 

“ That Cromwell upon this great occafion fent for Hurry Ht~ 
“ fome of the chief city divines, as if he made it virttkory 
** a matter of confcience to be determin’d by their 
** advice. Among thefe was the leading Mr. Co- ,n ® 

“ lamy, who very boldly oppofed the projeft of 
** Cromwell's (ingle government, and offer’d to 
“ prove it both unlawful and impracticable. Crom- 
u well anfwer’d readily upon the firft head of un- 
*• lawful, and appeal’d to the fafety of the nation 
“ being the fupreme law : But , lays he, pray Mr. 

“ Calamy, why impracticable? Calamy reply’d, 

“ • Oh, ’ (is againft the voice of the nation , there will 
“ be nine in ten againft you. Very well , lays 
.Cromwell, but what if I fhould difarm the nine, 

*** and put the fword in the tenth marts band , would 
not that do the bufenefs ? ” 

General 
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1652. General Cromwell and his officers, in otdrf 
to bring about thqir defigns, were now daily com- 
his officers plaining of* the grievances from the long parliament, 
complain 2nd feem’d very zealous upon the common pre- 
of the long tences of right and juftice, and publick liberty, 
ment 10 P ut a P^* 0 *^ to their feffion : “ Which if they 
“ would not ffiortly do themfelves, the army and 
“ people muft do it for them.” They particularly 
complain'd, “ That the parliament order’d all 
“ things at will, and diftributed all valuable em- 
“ ployments among themfelves ; that they were To 
“ many kings, and for one fovereign, the nation 
“ had many who car’d lefs for the laws than he 
“ they had deftroyed ; that they embru’d the king- 
“ dom in blood, upon pretence of punilhing the 
“ adverfaries of the government, but in reality to 
“ gratify their own private revenge; that they 
“ had ftudy’d to perpetuate themfelves in an em- 
“ ployment which ought to be temporary, fo that 
“ all the good fubje&s of the commonwealth might 
“ .lhare in it ; that the parliament ought to be dif- 
“ folved, and a new reprefentative chofen by the 
** univerfal confent of the people, according to the 
“ fcheme laid when monarchy was abolilh’d to let 
“ up a commonwealth.” And that no obftacle might 
be in the way of the defigned future government, 
means were found to fet the young duke of Glou- 
cester at liberty, and fend him out of the nation. 
He mites *Twas about this time that Cromwell fent a let- 
to tlj j e » ter t0 f be Cardinal de Retz in France ; which the 
$ eRtiz. Cardinal thus relates in his Memoirs : “ ’Tis 

“ remarkable that the fame night, as I was going 
" home ( viz. after he had been to carry fome mo- 
“ ney he had borrow’d for king Charles , who was 
“ now at Paris) I met one Ttnley, an Englijhman , 
** whom I had formerly known at Rome, who told 
<c me that Vere, a great parliamentarian and a 6- 
• “ vourite of Cromwell, was arriv'd at Paris , and 

“ had orders to fee me. I was a little perplex'd ; 

“ however. 
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■** however, I thought it would be improper to 1652. 
“ refufe him an interview. He gave me a letter 
** from Cromwell in the nature of credentials, im- 
*' porting, that the fentiments I had difcover’d in 
** the defence of publick liberty, added to my re- 
** putation, had induc’d him to enter into the 
“ ftrifteft friendlhip with me. It was a moft civil 
“ complaifant letter, and i anfwer*d it with a great 
** deal of refpeft ; but in fuch a manner as became 
“ a true Catbolick and an honeft Frenchman'' 


On the 18th of February , there happen’d ano^ Another] 
ther dreadful fight, between 'the Englijh fleet com- |e*- fi ghe 
manded by Blake , Dean , and Monk, and the Dutch 
•.under Van Trump. This fight lafted three days njb »nd 
with wonderful bravery, and terrible daughter on Dutch. 
both fides, tho’the Englijh prevail’d ; for the Dutch 
loft eleven men of war, and thirty merchant-fhips ; 
above two thouland of their men being kill’d, and 
fifteen hundred taken prifoners : But the Englijh 
loft but one (hip, the Southampton, which was funk; 
tho’ their (lain were not many Ids than thofe of 
the enemy. 

This great lofs fo fenfibly affedted the dates of TheD*/dJ 
Holland and Weft-Friezeland, that they difpatch’d defire 
letters to the Englijh parliament, to endeavour af- P eace ’ 
ter fome means for putting an end to this cruel war. 

This negociation had no effett, tho’ it was parti- 
cularly promoted by general Cromwell himfelf, who 
was very defirous to have a peace concluded. The 
ftates had offer’d to acknowledge the Englijh fove- 
reignty of the Britijh feas, and to pay three hundred 
thoufand pounds to the Englijh commonwealth ; but 
finding this was not likely to fucceed, they apply’d 
themfelves (as we are told) more diredbly to general 
Cromwell, promifing him vaft fums, if he would 
venture to depofe and diflblve the parliament. 

Howeve r this was, the general and his officers 1653. 
ftill continued their complaints againft the parlia- 
ment } and petitions, addrefles, and remonftrances 


Q . 2 

Digitized by 





228 tte LIFE of 


1 653. were daily prefented from the army, “ For the 
“ payment of their arrears, the putting an end to 
^and his ** th’ s P ar ^ ament > an d fummoning a more equal 
“ reprefentative ; which they told them would be 
continue “ die molt popular aftion they could perform.” 
their com- Some of the officers were indeed very much con- 
«!nft the cern ’d at thefe proceedings* and openly protefted 
parlia- againft them. Major Streater was fo bold as to 
ment. declare, “ That the general intended to fet up 
“ himielf, and that it was a betraying of their moft 
“ glorious caufe, for which fo much blood had- 
** been foilt.” But Harrifon , who was one of the 
leaders of that party, now known by the name of 
Fifth -monarchy men , ,told him, He was affuifd, the 
general did not feek bimfelf in it , but did it to make 
way for the rule of Jefus, that he might have the fcep- 
ter. To whom the major thus reply’d, T 'bat unlefs 
Jefus came very fuddenly , he would come too late. 
The pro- . Th e parliament being very fenfible of thefe pro- 
oTthe** cee dings, a g feat debate arofe thereupon in the 
houfe on houfe ; where feveral of the members, out of ju- 
this occa- ftice, reafon, or a forefeen neceffity, appear’d to be 
for a diffolution, and la new reprefentative to be 
chofen *, but in the end it was declar'd, that the 
diffolution of the parliament was too high a matter 
for any private perfons to meddle with ; and to 
give a timely check to any farther prefumption of 
that nature, a committee was appointed to pre- 
pare an aft of parliament with all poffible expedi- 
• tion, “ For filling up of their houfe, and for fet- 
“ ding their qualifications * and to declare it high- 
“ treafon for any man to propofe or contrive the 
“ changing of the prefent government.” 

General General Cromwell perceiving how unwilling 
Cnmmtl they were to part with their power and authority, 
confuita-' w h‘ c h they had fo long enjoy’d, on the 19th of A- 
tion there- held a confutation with the chief of his friends 
upon. in the parliament and army, at his lodgings in 
Whitehall , to confider of fome expedient for the 
* prefent 
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prefent carrying on of the government of the com* 1 653. 
monwealth, and putting a period to the parliament, is/vs/ 
Some few, particularly Sir Thomas Widdrington and 
commiffioner Wbitelock , declar'd what a dangerous 
thing it was to dilTolve the parliament, and how 
difficult it would be to erefl any other form of go- 
vernment : But the general, and moft of his offi- 
cers, with feveral members of the houfe, deliver'd 
their opinion. That it was necejfary to take fame new 
mea/ures, and that it was not fit the prefent affem- 
bly of parliament fhould be permitted to prolong their 
own power. The conference lafted till late at night, 
when, without coming to any conclufion, the meet- 
ing was adjourn’d to the next morning. Moft of 
them being then again met, the point in debate was, 

“ Whether forty perfons, or about that number, 

“ of parliament-men and officers of the army, 

“ Ihould be nominated by the parliament, and im- 
** power'd for managing the affairs of the common- 
“ wealth, till a new parliament Ihould meet, and 
“ lb the prefent parliament be forthwith diflolv'd.'* 

The lord-general being inform’d, during this de- 
bate, that the parliament was fitting, and that it 
was hoped they would put a period to themfelves, 
which would be the moft honourable difiolution 
for them ; he thereupon broke off the meeting, 
and the members of parliament that were with him, 
left him at his lodgings, and went to the houfe ; 
where, contrary to their expectation, inftead of 
coming to any refolutions of immediately difiolv- 
ing themfelves, they found them in debate of an 
aft, by which the prefent parliament was to be 
continued above a year and a half longer, and 
then to be diflolv’d. 

Colonel Ingoldsby came back to the general, He by 
and inform’d him what the houfe was upon : At force 
which the general, who expefted they Ihould have ^VjTament 
meddled with no other bufinefs, but putting an Jnd the* 
immediate period to their own fitting without any cmmn- 
Q_ 3 more niea/tb. 
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1653. more delay, was fo enrag’d, that he immediately 
r w'‘V"*-> commanded fome of the officers to fetch a party 
of foldiers (to the number of three hundred) 
with which marching direftly to Weftminfter, ho 
placed fome of them at the door, fome in the Lob- 
by, and others on the Hairs. Himfelf going into 
the houfe, firH addrefs’d himfelf to his friend St . . 
John, and told him, Ybat be then came to do that 
which griev'd him to the very foul, and what be bad 
earrieJHy with tears pray'd to God againft : Nay , 
that be bad rather be torn in pieces than do it : But 
that there was a necejfity laid upon him therein , in 
order to the glory of God , and the good of the nation. 
.Then he fat down and heard the debates for fome 
time on the foremention’d aft ; after which, calling 
to major-general Harrifon, who was on the other 
fide of the houfe, to come to him, he told him. 
That be judg'd the parliament ripe for a diffolution , 
and this to be the time of doing it. Harrifon anfwer*d. 
Sir, the work is very great and dangerous, therefore 
I defer e you ferioufly to confeder of it, before you en- 
gage in it. You fay weU, reply'd the general and 
(hereupon fat Hill for about a quarter of an hour j 
and then the queHion for palling the faid'aft being 
put, he faid again to Harrifon, This is the time,' 1 
muft do it. And fo Handing up on a fudden, he 
bad the fpeaker leave the chair, and told the houfe;. 
That they bad fat long enough, unlefs they bad done 
more good ; that fome of them were wbore-maftersi 
(looking then towards Harry Martin and Sir Peter . 
Wentworth ;) . that others of them were drunkards , 
and fome corrupt and unjuft men, and fcandalous to 
the profeffton 6 f the gofpel ; and that it was not fit 
they Jhould fit as a parliament any longer, and there- 
fore be muft defire them to go away. He charg’d 
them with not having a heart to do any thing for the 
publick good, and efpoufing the intereft of Presbytery 
and the lawyers, who were the fupporters of tyranny 
and opprefiion j and accqfed them of an intention to, 

ferpetuafc 
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perpetuate tbemfelves in power. When fome of the 1653; 
members began to fpeak, he stepped into the midft y/yv 
of the houfe, and (aid. Come, come, I will put an 
end to your prating ; Then walking up and down 
the houie, he cry’d out, You are no parliament, I 
fay you are no parliament i and Itamping with his 
feet, he bad them for fbame begone , and give place 
to bonefler men . Upon this fignal the foldiers en- 
ter’d the houfe, and he bad one of them. Take 
away that bauble, meaning the mace ; and Harrifon 
taking the'lpeaker by the arm, he came down. 

Then (as Ludlow informs us) the general addrelfing 
himfelf again to the members, who were about a 
hundred, faid, ’Tts you that have forced me to this, 
for 1 have fought the Lord night and day, that be 
would rather flay me, than put me upon the doing 
of this work. And then feizing on all their papers* 
he order’d the foldiers to lee the houie clear’d 
of all members ; and having caus’d the doors to be 
lock’d up, went away to Whitehall. “ Thus, as 
“ Wbitelock obferves, it pleafed God, that this af- 
“ lembly, famous throughout the world for its un- 
“ dertakings, adlions hnd fucceflesj having fubdu’d 
“ all their enemies, were themfelves overthrown 
“ and ruin’d by their lervants ; and thofe whom • 

“ they had railed, now pull’d down their mailers i 
“ An example never to be forgotten, and fcarce 
** to be parallel’d in any ftory ! By which all per- 
** fons may be inftrufted, how uncertain and fub- 
Cf jeft to change all worldly alfairs are ; how apt 
“ to fell when we think them higheft.” 

The general being return’d to Whitehall, .found 
the officers who were there aflembled, in debate 
concerning this .weighty affair, and told them. He 
bod done it, and they needed not to trouble tbemfelves 
any farther about it. Some of thofe officers, who 
dillik’d what the general had done, particularly 
colonel Okey, repair’d to him to defire fatisfaftion 
in that proceeding, apprehending the way they 

Q^4 werft 
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1653. were now in, tended to ruin and deftru&ion. To 
thefe he made large pretentions to honefty and con- 
cern for the publics weal, profefiing himfelf rer 
folvM to do much more good, and with more exr 
pedhion than could be expelled from the parlia- 
ment. This put moft of them to tilence, and made 
them willing to wait for a farther difcovery of his 
ddign, before they proceeded fo far as to break 
with him. 

Having thus diffolv’d the parliament, general 
Cromwell went the fiune day in die afternoon to the 
council of Hate, attended by the major-generals 
Lambert .and Harrifon j and as he enter’d, fpoke 
thus to them. Gentlemen , if you are met here as pri- 
vate perfinsy you JhaU not be difturbed % but if as 
a council of Jlate t this is no place, for you : And fince 
you cannot but know what was done at the boufe in the 
morning y Jo take notice that the parliament is dxffdefd. 
Serjeant Bradfbaw boldly anfwer*d •, Sir , we have 
beard wbat you did at the boufe in the mormngy and 
before many hours all England will hear it : But , 
Siry you are mijlaken t to think that the parliament is 
dijfolv'd i for no power under heaven can diflohe 
them but ibemfelves : Therefore take you notice of that. 
Some others alfo fpoke to the lame purpofe : But 
the council finding themlelves to be under the lame 
fqrce, they all quietly departed. 
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Part III. 

Containing his aElions in the Protecto- 
rate ; from the dijfolution of the Long 
Parliament, to his Death. 


Chap. I. 

From the dijfolution of the long parliament , to 
the meeting oj Cromwell’* firjl parliament. 


T H E formidable body at JVeJlminfter be- r 653. 
ing thus forcibly diffolved, the lord- 
general and his party were very bufy in 
confuting how to manage the govern- f u | t3 how 
mtnt, which by this means was fallen into their to carry 
hands. This fingle action made Cromwell matter on the 
of three kingdoms •, for tho* he did not take upon vern 
himielf the title of ProteRor , till feveral months . 
after, yet his power was in effeft the fame, front 
the .very moment that he fucceeded in this bold un- 
dertaking : Soon after which, he fent for major Sal- 
hway'ii . nd Mr. John Carew t and complain'd to them 
pf the greed weight of affairs that by this, mans was 

fallen 
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fallen upon btm ; affirming, that the thoughts of the 
conference thereof made him to tremble i aud there- 
fore defied them to free him from the temptations that 
might be laid before him , and to that end to go imme- 
diately to the chief jujlice St. John, and Mr. Selden, 
and feme others , and endeavour to purjuade them to 
draw up fome inflrument of government , that might 
put the power oui of bis bands. To this major Sal- 
loway anfwcr’d. The way. Sir, to free you from this 
temptation , is for you not to look upon yourfelf to be 
under it, but to reft perfuaded , that the power of tbit 
nation is in the good people of England, as formerly 
it was. This anfwer was thought to be not very 
agreeable to the general, who now appointed a 
meeting of the chief officers of the army to be at 
Whitehall, in order to deliberate what was proper 
to be done in this exigency ; and with their advice, 
he, in the firft place, pubJiih’d a declaration of the 
grounds and reafons for their diffolving the late 
parliament ; which was to the following efieft : 

“ That after God was pleafed marvelloufly to 
“ appear for his people, in reducing of Ireland 
“ and Scotland to fo great a degree of peace, and 
“ England to perfect quiet ; whereby the parlia- 
“ ment had opportunity to give the people the 
** harveft of all their labour, blood, and treafure, 
“ and to fettle a due liberty in reference to civil 
“ and fpiritual things ; whereunto they were o- 
biig*d by their duty, engagements, and thole 
“ great and wonderful things God hath wrought 
for them ; they notwithftanding made fo little pro* 
** grefs therein, that it was matter of much grief 
“ to the good people of the Jand ; who thereupon 
apply’d them (elves to the army, expe&ing re- 
“ dLrefs by their jneansj who (tho’ unwilling to 
“ meddle with the civil authority) agreed that 
“ fuch officers, as were members of parliament, 
“ fhould move them to proceed vigoroufty in re* 
“ forming what was anuft ih the commonwealth, 

and 
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f* and in fettling it upon a foundation of jyftice 1653. 
“ and righteoulnefs ; which being done, it was s/vo 
“ hop’d the parliament would have anfwerM their 
“ expectations. But finding the contrary, they 
“ renew’d their defires by an humble petition in 
“ Augufi, 1 652, which produc’d no confiderable 
“ efiedt, nor was any fuch progrefs made therein,, 

“ as might imply their real intentions to accom- 
“ plifii what was petition’d for •, but rather an 
“ averfenefi to the things themlelves, with much 
“ bitternefe and oppofition to the people of God,' 

“ and his Spirit a&ing in them ; infomuch that the 
“ godly party in parliament were render’d of. ho 
“ farther ufe than to countenance the ends of a 
*■* corrupt party, for effecting their defigns of per- 
** petuating themlelves in the fupreme government. 

“ For obviating thefc evils, the officers of the ar- 
“ my obtain’d feveral meetings with fome of the 
“ parliament, to confider what remedy might be 
“ apply’d to prevent the fame : But fuch endea- 
“ vours proving ineffectual, it became evident, 

“ that this parliament, through the corruption of 
“ fome, the jealoufy of others, and the non-attend- 
“ ance of many, would never anfwer thole ends, 

** which God, bis people, and the whole nation 
“ expeded from them ; but that this caufe, which 
“ God 'had fo greatly blefs’d, muft needs languilh 
“ under their hands, and by degrees be loft ; and 
** the lives, liberties, and comforts of his people 
** be deliver’d into their enemies hands. All which 


“ being fadly and ferioufly confider’d by the honeft 
“ people of the nation, as well as by the army, it 
“ feem’d a duty incumbent upon us, who had feen 


** lb much of the power and prefence of God, to 
* ‘ confider of fome efiedual means, whereby toefta- 
“ blifli righteoufnels and peace in thele nations. 
** And after much debate, it was judg’d necefiary, 
* 4 that the fupreme government fhould be by the 
^ parliament devolv’d upon known perfons fearing 

f « God, 
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1653. “ God, andof approv’d integrity, for a time, a* 
Wv “ the moft hopeful way to countenance all God’s 
** people, reform the law, and adminifter juftice 
“ impartially ; hoping thereby the people might 
“ forget monarchy, and underftand their true in- 
. “ tereft in the election of fucceflive parliaments ; 

“ that fo the government might be fettled upon a 
“ right bafis, without hazard to this glorious caufe, 
“ or neceflitating to keep up armies for the' de- 
** fence of the fame. And being ftill refolv*d to 
** ufe all means poflible to avoid extraordinary 
“ courfes, we prevail’d with about twenty members 
' ♦* of parliament to give us a conference ■, with 

“ whom we plainly debated the necefiity and. ju- 
“ ftice of our propofals ; the which fbupd no ac- , 
“ ceptance, but inftead thereof, it was offer’d, 
“ That the way was, to continue ftill this parlia- 
* c ment, as being that from which we might pro- 
“ bably expeft all good things. This being vehe- 
* ** mently infifted on did much confirm us in our 

** apprehenfions, that not any love to a reprefen- 
** tative, but the making ufe thereof to recruit, and 
** fo to perpetuate themfel ves, was their aim in the 
** a£l they had then under confideration. For pre- 
“ venting the confummating whereof, and all the 
“ fad and evil confequences, which, upon the 
** grounds aforefaid, muft have enfuM, and where- 
■ “by at one blow the intereft of all honeft men, 
“ and of this glorious caufe, had been endanger’d 
. “ to be laid in the duft, and thefe nations em- 

“ broil’d in new troubles, at a time when our ene- 
“ mies abroad were watching all advantages a- 
“ gainft, and fome of them actually engag’d in war 
** with us ; we have been ncceffitated (tho’ with 
“ much relu£tancy) to put an end to this parlia- 
“ ment.” Then they promis’d, to put the go- 
vernment into the hands of perfons of approrfi fi- 
delity and bonefiy ; and at laft declar’d, “ That all 
magiftrates and officers whatfoevcr fhall proceed 
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** in their refpeCtive places and offices, and obe- 1653. 
«* dicnce fhall be paid to them as fully, as when 
“ the parliament was fitting.” 

. This declaration was fub'ferib’d by the lord- 
general, and 7 his council of officers, Whitehall , 

April 2 2d, 1653. Which council of officers and 
Tome others, were foon after form’d into a council 
of ftate, which was compos’d of the thirty perfons 
following j Cromwell Fleetwood , Lambert , Ltjle , 

Harrifon , Dejborougb , Pickering , Wollejly , A/hley- 
Cooper , Hope, Hewfon , Norton, Montague, Bennet % 

Stapely, Sydenham, Tomlin/on, Jones , Ttchburn, 
Strickland , Carew, Howard, Broughton, Lawrence , 

Holifter, Courtney, Major , 5/. Nicholas , Moyer, 
and Williams. 

The difiolution of the parliament was very * I 7 ie ent ^- 
grateful and acceptable to a great many people V 
and this declaration, being fent out into all the 
dominions of the commonwealth, was anfwer’d 
by many congratulations and addreffes from the 
fleet, and army, and people, promifing to ftand 
by the general and his council of officers, and ac- 
knowledging the juftice of the late action. (And 
this, by the way, gave rife to the practice of ad- 
dreffing, which beginning firft under Oliver and 
his fon Richard, has been fo common in all the 
reigns fince.) The faid declaration was on the 
30th day of April feconded by this enfuing, which 
met with equal fubmiffion and obedience. 

“ 'Whereas the parliament being difTolv*d, Another 
“ perfons of approv’d fidelity and honefty are (ac- 0 “ riU " 
“ cording to the late declaration of the 2 2d of 
“ April laft) to be called from the fevcral parts 
“ of this commonwealth to the fupreme autho- 
“ rity ; and although effedlual proceedings are, 

“ and have been had, for perfecting thofe refolu- 
“ tions ; yet fome convenient time being requir’d 
“ for the afiembling. of thole perfons, it hath 
“ been found neceflary, for preventing the mif- 

** chiefs 
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1653. “ chiefs and inconveniencies which may arife in 
v^yv «* the mean while to the publick affairs, that a 
“ council of jtate be conftituted, to take care of, 

“ and intend the peace, fefety, and prefent ma- 
“ nagement of, the affairs of this commonwealth 3 
** which being fettled accordingly, the fame is 
“ hereby declar’d and publifhed, to the end all 
** perfbns may take notice thereof, and in their 
** feveral places and ftauons, demean themfelves 
** peaceably, giving obedience to the laws of die 
** nation as heretofore ; in the exercife and admi- 
“ niftration whereof, as endeavours fhall be ufed 
** that no oppreflion or wrong be done to die 
** people, fo a ftriCt account will be required of 
“ all luch as fhall do any thing to endanger the 
** publick peace and quiet, upon any pretence 
“ whatfoever.” Subfcribed O. Cromwell. 

The lord-general Cromwell having now in ef- 
fect the fupreme power in his hands, the firft re- 
markable paflage, that befel him, was at fea. The 
Dutch had form’d mighty expectations from the 
late revolutions in England , believing the Eng- 
HJh would by this means be brought to fell to- 
gether by the ears, and fo their work would be 
very eafy with them. With thefe hopes, not- 
.withftanding their late pretences to peace, they 
with all imaginable diligence, fet out a greater 
fleet to fea, than they had done before ; and Van 
'Trump boafted he would fire the Englijh Ihips in 
their harbours, and the Downs , before the Eng- 
lijh fleet could get out. But the new government, 
well knowing what credit was to be given to the » 
Dutch proteftations, of their fincere love and af- 
fection to the Englifh nation , &c. were not behind- 
hand with them, but did every thing that might 
advance the maritime preparations ; fo that in 
May they fent out another gallant fleet confiding 
of a hundred fhips of all forts, under the com- 
mand of Monk and Dean as admirals. Pen as vice- 

admiral. 
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admiral* and Lawfon as rear-admiral. On the 1653. 
fecond of .June, early in the morning, thfey en- 
gag’d the Dutch fleet under Van Trump, De Jiuy- 0 J„°the 
ter, De Wit, and the two -Evertjtnu confiding Dutch* 
of a hundred and four men of war, twelve galliots, fca - 
and nine firefhips. This fight happen’d not far 
from the coaft of Flanders , the beginning of 
which was fo fatal, that at the fird broad-fide of 
die enemy, admiral Dean was fhot off almoft in 
the middle by a cannon ball. The fight continu’d 
till three in the afternoon, when the wind coming 
up contrary to the Euglijh, the Dutch fled, and > 

were purfu’d by the lighted of the Englijh frigates. 

The next morning, the two fleets found them- . 
felves again near each other, but the wind was fo 
flack that Monk could not come to engage the 
enemy till about noon *, and then the battle began 
again, and continu’d very hot on both Tides, till 
ten at night.* The Englijh fleet charg’d the Dutch 
with fo much bravery and refolution, that they 
put them into very great diforder ; fo that tho* 

Van Trump fired on them to rally them, he could 
not procure above twenty (hips of his whole fleet 
to fiand by him, the red making all the fail they 
could away to the eadward : And the wind blow- 
ing a frefh gale from the wedward, the Englijh 
purfu’d them with fuch fuccefs, that they funk fix of 
their bed (hips, blew up two others, and took 
eleven with thirteen hundred and fifty priloners, 
among whom were fix of their principal captains. 

Towards the end of this battle, admiral Blake 
came in with eighteen frefh fhips ; and had not 
the Dutch fhelter’d themfelves between Dunkirk 
and Calais , where ’twas not fafe for the Englijh to 
expofe their great fhips, by reafbn of the fands, 
mod of their fleet had in all probability been taken 
or dedroy*d. The iofs of the Englijh was greated 
in their admiral Dean : Befides him there was but 
one captain, and about a hundred and fifty com- 
mon 
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1653. mon feamdn kill'd : More ' went Wounded, but 
VSfV they loft not one fhip. Having put their prifoners 
on fhoar, and left fome of their (hips to be refit- 
ted, they returned to the coaft of Holland , where 
for fome time they block'd up the Dutch in their 
own harbours, and ply'd to and again betwixt the 
Texel and the Uly, to hinder fhips coming out 
from thence to join with that part of the Dutch 
fleet which was got into the Witlings , and to ftop 
up their trade and fifhing, 

Geneid At home, general Cromwell and his council 
CrtmutU of officers were in the mean time very bufy in pre- 
f re P»re* paring for a new kind of parliament. Major-ge- 
mriia” eW nera ^ Lambert mov’d, that a few perfons, not 
jnfn t ~ exceeding ten or twelve, might be intruded with 
the fupreme authority; Major-general Harrifon 
was for a greater number, and inclin'd moft to 
that of 70, as being the number of the JewiJb San- 
hedrim. But after fome debate, it was refolved 
by the general and his council to fummon feleft 
. perfons, to be nominated by themfelves, out of 
every county ; who fhould be a representative of 
the whole nation : And the feveral perfons having 
been agreed upon, letters from the general were 
thus directed to each of them, 

oTfum* ** Forasmuch as upon the diflblution of the 
mon* to “ late parliament, it became neoeflary that the 
the per- •“ peace, fafety, and good government of this 
font no- <« commonwealth fhould be provided for ; and 
for^hat “ in order thereunto, divers perfons fearing God, 
purpofe. and of approv’d fidelity and honefty, are by 
“ myfelf, with the advice of my council of offi- 
“ cers, nominated, to whom the great charge and 
“ truft of fo weighty affairs is to be committed ; 
“ and having good affurance of your love to, and 
“ courage for God, and the intereft of this caufe, 
** and of the good people of this commonwealth : 
** I Oliver Cromwell ', captain-general and com- 
“ mander in chief of all the artnies and forces 

“ railed 
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** raifed and to be railed within this common- 1653. 

** wealth, do hereby furnmon and require you^t^YV 
** being one of the perlbns nominated, perfonally 
, “ to appear at the council-chamber at Whitehall 
“ within the city of Wejlminjler , upon the fourth 
“ day of July, next enfuing the date hereof, then 
** and there to take upon you the faid truft, unto 
“ which you are hereby call’d, and appointed, to 
“ ferve as a member of the county of— ——And 
“ hereof you are not to fail. Given under my 
“ hand this eighth day of June, 1653. O.Qrom - . 

“ « Mil” 

Before the meeting of this convention, ftveral Several 
other a£ts of authority were perform’d by the a& sof die 
general. On the 14th of June, he and the coun- f'j e coun . 
cil of ftate put forth a declaration, “ To invite cil of ftate. 
“ all the good people in thefe nations to thank- 
“ fulnefs, and holy rejoicing in the Lord, for 
“ the late great victory at fea againft the Dutch'* 

And he appointed a day for the meeting of him- 
felf and his council of officers for that purpofe. 

Many people were the more pleas’d with this, 
becaufe it was not a command impofed on them, 
but only an invitation to Jceep a day of publick 
thankfgiving. On the 2 2d, that there might be 
no interruption to the adminiftration of juftice, 
the general with the council of ftate nominated 
the judges for the fummer circuit. And a few days 
after, they pafled an order, forbidding all riotous 
affemblies in the great level of the fens, and the 
throwing down offences and inclofures there. 
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Chap. II. 

From the meeting cf bis First Pa k- 
iiame'kt, to bis being declared Pr o- 
te£tor by the Inftramcnt of Govern*’ 
meat. 

1653. ^TPHE feveral perfbns fummoned by general 
X. Cromwell to take upon them the fupreme 
triT"'-*' 1 aut ^ 10r i t 7 > appeared on the appointed day, July 4. 
about eleven weeks after the difTolution of die late 
parliament, in the council-chamber at Whitehall , 
to the number of about an hundred and twenty. 
Being fee round the table, the general, attended 
by many of his officers, ftanding about the mid- 
Hitfpeech die of the table, made a fpeech to them, “ Of 
to them, cc ^ fear of God, and the honour due to his 
“ name ; remembering them of the wonderful 
“ mercies of God to this nation, and the con- 
“ tinued feries of providence, by which he had 
** appeared in carrying on his caufe, and bring- 
** ing affairs into that prefent glorious condition, 
“ wherein they now were. Then he reminded 
** them of the noble addons of the army in the fa- 
** mous battle of Worcefier , and of the applica- 
** tions they had made to the parliament for a 
“ good fetdement of all the affairs of the com- 
** monwealth, the neglefb whereof made it abfb- 
u lutely neceflary to diflolve it. Hence he fbew*d 
• “ them the caufe of their fummons, and allur'd 
“ them by many arguments, fome of which were 
** taken from feripture. That they bad a clear call 
“ to take upon them the fupreme authority of the 
“ commonwealth. He faid, that he never look'd 
** to fee fuch a day, when Jefus Cbrift fhould be 
“ fo owned, as this day was ; and that he had 
“ not allow'd himfelf in the choice of one perfbn, 
“ in whom he had not this good hope, that 
, ** there 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Oliver Cromwell. 

there was faith in Jefas Chrift, and love unto all 
“ bis faints and people .” And concluded with a 
very earneft defire, “ That great tendernefs might 
** be ufed towards all confcientious perlbns, of 
** what judgment foever they appeared to be.” 

His fpeech being ended, he deliver’d to them 
an inftrument engrofs’d in parchment under his 
hand and leal, whereby, with the advice of his 
council of officers, he did devolve and intruft the 
fopreme authority and government of this com- 
monwealth into the hands of the perfons then 
met *, and declared, “ That they, or any forty of 
“ them, were to be held and acknowledg’d the 
** fupreme authority of the nation, unto whom all 
“ perlbns within the fame were to yield obedience 
“ and fubje&iort ; that they Ihould not lit longer 
** than the third of November , 1654, and three 
“ months before their diffolution, Ihould make 
“ choice of other perfons to fuceeed them ; who 
** were not to fit longer than a year, and to pro- 
“ vide for a like fucceffion in the government.” 

Then the general and his officers withdrew, 
and the perfons thus commilfion’d adjourn'd them- 
fdves to the next day, to meet in the parliament- 
houte •, where they kept a, faft, and publilhed a 
declaration. To Jlir up the godly of the nation to 
feek God for a blejfing upon their proceedings. They 
chofe Mr. Roufe, an old gentleman of Dcvonfhire t 
and provoft of Eton college, who had been a mem-* 
ber of the long parliament, to be their fpeaker ; 
refolved, that genera] Cromwell and his chief offi- 
.cers, Lambert, Harrifon , Desborougb , and Thom- 
ftnfon , Ihould lit in the houle as members ; and<at 
once voted themfclves to be the parliament of the 
commonwealth of England, and that all addrefles 
Ihould be made to them under that title. Then 
they appointed feveral committee, 1. To confider 
matters touching the law. 2. Touching prif oners 
4nd prifons. 3. For infpeiHon into treafuries , and 
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1653. eaftng publick charges, 4, ' For Ireland. 5. For 
Scotland. 6. For /io army. 7. For petitions , 
8. To confider what /hall be offer* d about publick 
debts., publick fraud and breaches of truft. 9. For 
regulating commiffions of the peace , and for making 
provifton for the poor . 10. For advance of trade . 
1 1. For advancement of learning. And they re- 
ferred it to a committee to confider of the laws 
that hinder’d the progrels of the gofpel, that they 
Ath paft'd might be repeal'd. The chief laws made by this 
by them, aflembly were thefe : One for punilhing feditious 
fea-men : Another for marrying by juftices of the 
peace, and regiftring marriages, births and burials: 
A third concerning the plantation of Ireland , 
fettling the lands there upon the adventurers and 
foldiers : A fourth for payment of fome publick 
debts. 

Their cha- WHITELOCK. fays. It was much wonder’d by 

rafler - fome, that thefe gendemen, many of whom were 
perfons of fortune and knowledge, would upon 
luch a fummons, and from fuch hands, take up- 
on them the fupreme authority of this nation. 
The lord Clarendon informs us, that there were 
amongft them divers of the quality and degree of 
gentlemen, who had eftates, and fuch a proportion 
of credit and reputation, as could confift with the 
* guilt they had contracted : But he fays, that much 
the major part of them confifted of inferior per- 
fons, of no quality or name. Ludlow gives them 
this character : “ Many of the members of this 
** aflembly had manifefted a good affeCtion to the 
“ publick caule ; ( be means a commonwealth : ) 
“ But fome among them were brought in as fpies 
“ and trepanners ; who, tho’ they had always 
“ been of the contrary party, made the higheft 
** pretenfions to honefty, and the fervice of the 
“ nation. This aflembly therefore being com- 
“ pos’d for the moft part of honeft and well- 
“ meaning perfons, who having good intenuons, 

“ were 
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** were lcfs apt to fufpeCt the evfl defigns of 1653. 
“ others, thought themfelves in full pofleflion of ✓Y>J 
“ the power and authority of the nation, 

And others fpeak thus of them : tX This very 
" parliament, which had indeed procured very 
** beneficial orders in matters of lefler moment, in 
" the greater concernments had not lb good for- 
“ tune. There was fo much confufion in their 
** counfels, fuch a contrariety in their opinions, 

“ fuch a difionancy in their actings, and difparity 
“in their aims and projections, as that this fenate 
“ was more like a monfter with many heads, than 
** a. well-ordered grand afiembly or fupreme coun- 
'* cil." One Praife-God Barebones , a Leather- 
feller in Fleet-Jlreet , was a very bufy man in this 
afiembly ; whence it had the name of Barebonfs 
parliament. It was alfo called by fome the Little 
parliament -, and from an order that none fhould 
be admitted into the fervice of the houfe, but fuch 
of whofe real godlinefs they were firft fatisfy*tf, it 
was call’d the Godly parliament. 

Under this change of government, lieutenant- John Lit- 
colonel John Lilburn , whole turbulent Ipirit in the tur f tricd 
• time of the late parliament had procur’d his ba- 
nilhmeht, now finding their power at an end, 
came over into England , and very confidently ad- 
drefs’d himfelf to general Cromwell for protection. 

But the general well knowing of what fpirit John 
was, committed him to Newgate , and left him to 
the law :« Whereby he underwent a ItriCfc trial, in 
which he dilcover’d his parts and fubtlety by the 
variety of His pleas, and his invincible temper by 
the boldnefs of his replies ; and by the favour of 
the jury was at laft acquitted. Oliver feem’d to 
be much offended with nim, and very defirous to 
have him punilhed yet privately paid him a 
penfion equivalent to a lieutenant-colonel's pay. 

This perfon was of lb undaunted and ungovernable 
a temper, as can fcarce be parallel^ in any nation. ‘ 
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He was whipp’d and pillory’d in the time of the 
late king, and fuffer’d three years imprifonment, 
till the times turn’d ; when coming into play again, 
he became a grand leveller, and violent oppofer of 
all that was uppermoft. He obtain’d die name of 
Free-born John, and had fuch an inveterate fpirrt 
of contradiction, that ’was commonly faid of him, 
that if tbe world was emptied of all but himfclf y 
John would be againfi Lilburn, and Lilburn againfi 
jphn. Cromwell kept him in prilon for feme 
time j and he at lad: died a quaker. 

The Dutch were fo humbled by the late defcent, 
that they immediately took up a refolution for 
peace, and fent over to England a veflel with a 
white flag, and a meffenger to prepare the way 
for two ambafladors to come over for that purpofe. 
General Cromwell was not averfe to a treaty, bat 
would allow of no ceflation till it was concluded. 
This being known in Holland , they could not 
bear to think of fuffering fo long the difadvantage 
of being befieged, and (hut up in their ports; but 
with all poflible expedition prepar'd 'another fleet, 
that might be fufficient to remove the Englifb 
from thence ; fo that in lefs than two months sif- 
ter their defeat, they had a fleet of an hundred and 
twenty-five fail. From thefe wonderful prepara- 
tions, they had fo great confidence of fuccefs, that 
they fent admiral Van Trump out of the fVUldings 
with ninety-five fail, before the reft were ready, 
which De Wit foon after brought up to him from 
the TexeL 

On the 29th of July, the Englifb icouts dis- 
cover'd Van Trump's fleet 5 of which they gave 
notice, that the whole fleet, which then lay about 
three leagues oft to fea, might make up to engage 
them : But the wind being againft diem, kept 
them from any aCtion, till about fix in the even- 
ing ; when about thirty nimble frigates (die reft: 
being ft ill a-ftern ) began the encounter, which 

con- 
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tondnu’d till they were parted by the night. The 1653. 
Dutch bore away towards the Texel, and being 
re-inforc*d by die fhips under De Wit, which were 
the prime ocf their ‘navy, whereon they chiefly 
rcly’a, Van Trump immediately endeavour’d to 
put all in a fighting pofture, defigning to engage 
the next day \ when the wind being very high, 
the Englijb fleet, far fear of falling upon the flats, 
flood out to fea. This made many of the Dutch fup- 
pole that the Englifb were flying ; infomuch that 
one of the captains laid to Van Trump , Sir , theft '< 
dagt durfi not Jt and one hroadftde from your excellency ; 
you may fee them plainly running home ; and there- 
fore, my lord , mifs not the opportunity. But Van 
Trump , who had had fufficient experience of the 
Enghjb , and knew the meaning or their Handing 
off, gave him this fhort anfwer. Do you look to your 
charge ; for if the Englilh were but twenty fail , I 
am fure they would fight us. The next morning 
proving fair, both fleets prepared for the battle j 
and about five o’clock, the Dutch having the wea- 
ther-gage, began the fight fomewhat at a diftance ; 
but it was not long before both fleets were de- 
fperately engaged. The fea was never adorn'd 
with a more gallant fight in the beginning of the 
day, nor cover’d with a more difmal one in the 
latter end ; and no fight was ever carry’d on with 
more bloody obftinacy and rage, than this was for 
leveral hours together. In the midft of this ter- 
rible encounter, admiral Van Trump , the glory of 
the Dutch nation, as he flood upon his quarter- 
deck with his fword drawn, bravely encouraging 
his men, being foot into the heart with a mufquet- 
ball, dropt down dead without (peaking a word. 

This (truck fuch a terror into the enemy, and put 
diem in fuch confufion, that they fled and made 
tdl the fail they could towards the Texel. About 
thirty of their men of war were fir'd or funk, 
and a great many prifoners taken. The viftory 
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1653. was great, but coft the Englijb dear ; for eight of 
their brave captains, with about four hundred men 
'were (lain, and about (even hundred wounded j 
tho’ they loft but one fhip. This victory was fo 
acceptable to general Cromwell 1 s parliament, that 
they appointed a day of thankfgiving for it, and 
order'd a narrative of it to be publickly read ; and 
gave feveral gold chains to Blake., Monk , Penny 
and Law/on , for their good fervice, and a gratuity 
to the reft of the officers and feamen, according to 
.their quality : And, 'tis faid, that the lord-general 
himfelf put the chain, and the medal, with the re- 
prefentation of a fea-fight, abouc MonP s neck * ( 
and having invited him to dinner, made him wear 
it all the while. 

They ap- In Holland , after this laft defeat, and the lofsof 
ply dwm- their brave admiral, all things were in great con- 
thecoun- f u G° n an ^ diftradion : The common people no 
cilofttate longer obey’d their government *, the placarts of 
and to the the States-general were contemn'd, and they in dan-, 
parliament g er to be ruin’d and plunder’d by the ignorant and 
but m* 6 *’ furious rabble. They therefore with all fubmif- 
yaiq. • fion applied themfelves by their ambaffadors to the 
JLnglifh council of ftate ; but from whom they could 
obtain qo. other terms of peace, than a coalition, fa- 
tisfa&ion for damages, and lecurity againft the like 
for the future, and that the Dutch tiiauld take a leafq 
for twenty-one years for fiffiing, and pay,an annual 
rent. The council of ftate being thus refolute, 
the plenipotentiaries refolv’d to try what terms of 
peace might be had from the parliament : But here 
they were more confounded and perplexed than 
before i they found it was very difficult to treat 
with, and impoffible to prevail upon thefe men, who 
took the Dutch for the out-works of Babylon, and 
look’d upon them as carnal and worldly politicians , 
fnd enemies to the kingdom of Chrift, which they 
thought was now approaching. In this difficult con- 
jynftqre, t|xe §tate$ met to cqnfult wh& wjis fit tu 
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be done. *Twas the opinion of Holland, nevertoen- 1653. 
ter into a coalition with England, but that a drift ^vV 
league defenfive fhould be propos’d; that they ought 
to contraft foreign amities, particularly with Franca, 
and to equip out a fleet with all expedition. The 
reft of the provinces were for nuking a league with 
the eleftor of Brandenburgb, ahd other German 
princes, and for aflifting the Scots, many of whom 
•were now riflng under major-general Middleton. 

But thefe treaties were remote and dangerous, whilft 
their neceffities were prefent ; for which reafon they 
gave orders to their plenipotentiaries, “ To pro- 
** traft time according as they faw disorders to in- 
“ creaie between Cromwell and his fupreme autho- 
“ rity ; to be ample in the generals concerning the 
“ defence of the reformed religion, and of the 
“ hOufhold of faith ; to rejeft the coalition, to of- 
** fer to enter into a drift and intimate league ; but 
“ deal as tenderly as they could in point of rep'ara- 
‘‘ tion, fatisfaftion, or fecurity.” 

This being all known to the council of ftate, it 
' was communicated to the parliament ; who there- 
upon faid, “ That it was no more than was pro- 
“ phefy*d in leripture, and in courfe to be expeft- 
•“ ed. That the gentiles J, Txuld rage, and the kings of 
“ the earth fet tbemfelves againjl the' kingdom of 
Chrift ; but they fhould fall before him, and be 
“ broken in pieces And they refolv’d now to 
humble them, by impoflng very hard and morti- 
fying articles upon them i fo that they feemed to 
be in no better ftate, than before the long parlia- 
ment was diflolv’d. In this extremity the Dutch They treat 
plenipotentiaries made their applications to the P r .'« te! y 
lord-general Cromwell, alluring him, “ That in cafe ^cfuir" 
he would depofe the prefent powers, and afliime mil. 
f ‘ the government to himfelf, they would be ready 
** to accord with him, upon more moderate terms, 

** and enter into fuch a defenfive alliance, as would 
fecure him againft all his fpreign and domeftick 

♦‘enemies,** * 
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** enemies.” 


The general found, that the proCeed- 
mgs of this parliament, tfro’ all of his own chufing, 
were fo uncommon and unaccountable in many par- 
ticulars, that none coukl judge of their defigns, or 
where they would end. And fo upon both thefe 
. accounts he refolv’d to put a period to their power j 
and the means of doing it were concerted with Rmft 
the fpeaker, and fome of the general’s felefi friend* 
inthe houfe, who were to bring it to bear wkbas 
little difturbance as might be. 

Accordingly, on the 12th of December in 
the morning, the members, who were in the fecret, 
being met a little earlier than ufoal, k was mov’d 
in the houfe, That the fitting of this parliament any 
longer , would not be for the good of the common- 
wealth, and that it would be fit for them to refign 
ftp their powers into the hands of the lord-general. . 
This being feconded and urged by Sydenham, WoU 
fiey, and others, the members on the contrary fide, 
who were there, were much ftarded and fpoke ve- 
hemently againft it : Upon which, thole who were 
for a resignation, being apprehenfivc, that by de- 
laying time more might come to the houfe and out- 
vote them, prefendy moy’d, ’That all who were for a 
dijfolution, jbould rife and walkout. Accordingly, the 
fpeaker and as many members as would follow him, 
went with the mace to Whitehall , and by a writing 
under their hands, refign’d up their powers to the 
general. Above twenty of the members, whereof 
major-general Harrifon was one, continuing ftill in 
the houfe, plac’d Mr. Moyer in the chair, and fell 
to protefting againft what the reft had done ■, but 
a party of foldiers was font to turn them out, and 
fo a period was put to this afiembly, after a feffion 
of five months and eight days. 

By this refignation, the polkick Cromwell , with 
fcb council ^ council of officers, was once more poflefi’d of 
nf officers, the fupreme power of the kingdom ; whereupon 
he drought fit to advifo with them, and with other 

perfon* 
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pcrfcns of intereft in the nation. How this great 
burden of governing England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, with the armies therein , and the navy at fea , 

Jheuld he bom , and by whom. Thefe foon refolv*d, 

That a council of godly , able and difcreet perfons 
Jbould be named -, and that the Lord General Jbould be 
cboftn Lord Protcttor of the three nations. ( 

Upon this, a large inftrument was drawn up, He ii de- 
cntided. The government of the commonwealth of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; commonly call’d, the Inftru - 
Tbe iiftrument of, government. It con lifted of. forty ment if 
two articles, and was in fubftance as follows : gw- 

«* That the fupreme legiflativc authority be, and 
*.* refide in a (ingle perfon, and the people in par- 
** 1 lament ; die ftile of which perfon to be Lard 
“ protedor of the commonwealth of England, Scot- 
“ land, and Ireland. The executive power to be 
in the Protestor, with the advice of his council ; 
the number whereof not to exceed twenty-one, 
nor be lefs than thirteen. All proceedings to 
run in the name and ftile of the Lard ProteSor 
and all honours, offices and tides to be derived 
from him ; and that he may pardon all offences 
but treafon and murder. The militia , in time 
of parliament, to be in his and their hands s 
but in the intervals only in his and his council's. 

He and his council to make war and peace with 
foreign princes. Not to make new laws, or 
abrogate old ones, without confent of parlia- 
ment. A parliament to be fummon'd to meet 
at fPeftminper upon the third day of September , 

1654, and afterwards every third year, and, if 
need be, oftner, which the Protester fhall not 
diflblve without confent in parliament, till aftef 
five months. The parliament to canfift of four 
hundred EngUJb to be chofen according to the 
proportions and numbers hereafter exprefled, 
that is to fay, for the country of Bedford , fix ; 

Vfz. for the town of Bedford , one j for the coun- 

“ ty 
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165$. “ ty of Bedford , five. For the county of Berki, 
\/Vw “ feven ; viz. for the borough of Abingdon , one j 
“ for the borough of Readings one ; for the coun- 
“ ty of Berks, five, &c. (The members for Com- 
“ wad were in this inftrument reduc’d to twelve ; 
“ thofe for Effex were enlarg’d to fixteen *, and the 
“ city of London was tocbufe fix.) The members 
“ for Scotland were to be thirty, and the feme num- 
“ ber for Ireland. The fummoning the parlia- 
“ ment to pafs under the feal of the comtnon- 
“ wealth to the fheriffs *, and if the ProteBor omit 
“ or deny that, then the commiffioner of the feal- 
“ to be held under pain of treafon to iffueout fuch 
** writs ; and in cafe of feilure in him, the high- 
“ (heriffs: Such as are elected, to be return’d in- 
“ to the Chancery by the chief magiftratcs ((heriffs, 
“ mayors, or bailiffs) within twenty days after the 
“ election. If either the (heriff, mayor or bailiff 7 
“ make a falfe return, or any ways procure an un- 
M due. election, let him be fin’d two thoufend 
“ pounds. Thofe who have bom arms again# the 
“ parliament to be uncapable of being ele&ed, or 
** giving their vote for any members to ferye in 
“ the next parliament, or in the three fucceeding 
“ triennial parliaments *, and Irijh rebels and Pa- 
' “ pifts to be for ever uncapable. None to be eledr- 
** ed under the age of twenty-one years, nor un- 
** lefs he be a man of good - converfetion. None 
** to have votes in elections, but fuch as are worth 
M 200/. Sixty to make a Quorum. Bills prefent- 
“ ed to the Pfoteftor , if not affented to by him 
• ** within twenty -days, to pafs into laws notwith- 

“ (landing; provided they contain nothing contra- 
“ ry to this inftrument. A competent revenue to 
“ be fettled for the maintenance of ten thoufend 
“ horfe and dragoons, and twenty thoufand foot 
“ in England , Scotland , and Ireland , and for a con- 
“ venient number of (hips to guard the leas ; aqd 
*• upon abating any of tjie forces by land or tea, 

thq 
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** the moneys to be brought to the Exchequer to 1653. 

“ ferve fudden occafions. The raffing of money VyV. 
“ for defraying the charge of the prefent extraor- 
“ dinary forces both at land and fea, to be by con- 
“ fent in parliament, and not otherwife ; fave only 
“ that the Protestor , with the advice of his coun- 
“ cil, fhall have power, until the meeting of the 
“ firft parliament, to raife money for the purpofes 
“ afore (aid, and alio to make laws and ordinances 
“ for the peace and welfare of thefe nations ; which 
** lhall be in force, till the parliament fhall take 
“ order concerning the fame. All forfeited lands 
*•* .unfold to belong to the Protestor. The Prole- 
“ Slorate to be ele&ive, but the royal family to be; 

“ excluded ; and no' Protestor after the prelent to 
“ be general of the army. Oliver Cromwell to be 
** the prefent Protestor. All the great offices of the 
“ commonwealth, fuch as chancellor, keeper of 
“ the feal, treafurer,- admiral, governors of Ire- 
“ land and Scotland , &c. if they become void in 
“ time of parliament, to be fupply’d with their 
“ approbation, and in intervals of parliament with 
** the approbation of the council. The Chriftian 
“ Religion, as contain’d in the holy fcriptures, to 
“ be the publick profeffion of thefe nations ; ahd 
“ thofe that adminifter it, to be maintain’d by the 
“ publick, but by fome way more convenient and 
“ lels liable to envy than tithes. None to becom- 
** pell’d to confent to the publick profeffion, by 
** fine or any punilhment whatever, but only by 
“ perfuafion and arguments. None that profefi 
“ faith in Chrift , however otherwife they differ, 

“ to be reftrain’d from, but to be protetted in the 
, “ exercife of their religbn, fo they do not quarrel 
** with and dillurb others; this liberty not to ex- 
“ tend to Popery or Prelacy. All fales of parlia* 

** ment to ftand good. Articles of peace to be 
“ kept. The Protestors fucceffively, upon enter- 
** ing on their charge, to fwear to procure, by all 

“ means. 
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1653. " means, the peace, quiet; and welforeof the eom- 
f* monwealth, to obferve thefe articles, and toad- 
** minifter all things (to their power) according 
“ to the laws, ftatutes and euftoms.” 

He is in- All things being prepar'd, on the 16th of De- 
flall'd. " ember , about three in the afternoon, his Excellen- 
cy, the Lord General, went from Whitehall to the 
Chancery court, in the following manner : The 
Commiffioners of the great feal march’d firft ; then 
foe judges and barons in their robes 5 next to them 
foe council of the commonwealrh ; then foe lord- 
mayor, aldermen, and recorder of London $ after 
them, came the Lord General, attended with the 
chief officers of the army. In this proceffion they 
alcended the Chancery court, where was fet a rich 
chair of ltate, with a large ctrfhion, and Carpets on 
foe floor. The General flood on foe left hand of 
it uncover’d, tiU the foremendon’d inftrument was 
read ; which his Excellency fubfcrib’d in foe face 
of the court, and took ah oath in thefe words : 

His oath. ** Whereas foe major part of foe lalk parlia- 
• “ thent (judging that their fitting any longer, as 
** then Conftituted, would not be for the good of 
“ the commonwealth) did diflblve foe fame, and 
. “ by a writing under their hands, dated the 12 th 
“ day of this inflant Decmber , refigned unto me 
“ their powers and authorities: And whereas it 
•* was neceflary thereupon , that fbme fpeedy conrfc 
fhould be taken for the fettlement of thefe na- 
** tions upon fuch a bafis and foundation, as, by 
** the bleffing of God, might be lading, fecure 
“ property, and anfwer thofe great ends of reli- 
M gion and liberty, fo long contended for : And 
** upon foil and mature conrfideration had of the 
“ form of government hereunto annexed, being 
•* fatsfy’d that the fame, thro’ divine affiftance, 
“ may anfwer the ends aforemention’d ; and hav- 
** ing alfo been defired and advifed, as well by 
“ fcverai perfons of intereft and fidelity in the 

** common- 
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** commonwealth, as the officers of the army, to 
** take upon me the prote&iori and government of 
“ thefe nations, in the manner exprefled in the 
“ feid form of government : I have accepted 
** thereof, and do hereby declare my acceptance 
** accordingly ; and do promife in the prefence of 
“ God , that I will not violate or infringe the mat- 
“ fers and things contained therein j but to my 
** power, obferve the fame, and caufe them to be 
“ obfeiVd } and fhall in all other things, to the 
“ beft of my underflanding, govern thefe nations 
“ according to the laws, ftatutes and euftoms, feek- 
** ing their peace, and canftng juftice and law to 
“ be equally adminifter’d.” 

This done, he fat down in the chair, cover'd ; 
and the commifTioners deliver'd up the great feal 
to him, and the lord-mayor his fword and cap of 
maintenance ; which the Protestor immediately re* 
turn’d to them again. The ceremony being over, 
the foldiers with a fhout cry’d out, God blefi tbt 
Lord proteftor of the commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. And lo they went back to 
Whitehall, the lord-mayor uncover'd carrying the 
fword before his Highnefs. When they came into 
the Banjueting-boufr, Mr. tackier made an exhor- • 
cation to them ; and fb the lord-mayor, aldermen 
and judges departed. 

Presently after, the following proclamation-, 
fet forth by the council, was puMim'd in the Pa- 
lace-yard, at the Old Exchange, and feveral other 
{daces in London ; and as foon as conld be, through- 
out England, Scotland, and 1 Ireland. “ Whereas 
“ the late parliament, diflblving themfelves, and 
“ refigning their powers and authorities, the go- 
“ vernment of the commonwealth of England , 
“ Scotland and Ireland , by & Lord Protestor and iuc- 
“ ceffive triennial Parliaments, is now eftablifh’d : 
and whereas Oliver Cromwell, captain-general 
“ of all the forces of this common-wealth, is de- 
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1653. “ dar*d Lord Protestor of the laid nations, and hath 
\/Vs» “ accepted thereof: We have therefore thought it 
“ neceffary (as we hereby do) to make publica- 0 
“ tion of the premifes, and ftri&ly to charge and 
“ command all, and every perfon and perfons, of 
• “ what quality and condition foever, in any of the 

“ laid three nations, to take notice thereof, and 
“ to conform and fubmitthemfelves to the govern- ' 
“ ment lb eftablilh’d. And all Iheriffs, mayors, 

“ bailiffs, and other publick minifters and offi- 
“ cers, whom this may concern, are requir’d to 
“ caufe this proclamation to be forthwith publilh’d 
“ in their refpedtive counties, cities, corporations, 

“ and market-towns y to the end none may have 
“ caufe to pretend ignorance in this behalf.” And 
now care was taken to alter all writs and procefs, * 
from the ftile of the Keepers of the liberties of Eng- 
land, to that of Protestor. Upon this new advance- 
ment, we are told, that Cromwell obfervM new and 
great ftate, and all ceremonies and refpedts were 
paid to him by all forts of men, as to their Prince. 

Thus, as has been obferv*d by many, did this 
extraordinary man, with fo little pains, mount him- 
felf into the throne of three kingdoms, without the 
title of King, but with more power and authority 
than had ever been exercis’d by any preceeding 
King : He made the greateft figure in Europe in 
his time, and receiv'd greater marks of refpedt and 
efteem from all the Kings and Princes in Cbriften- 
dom , than had ever been Ihewn to any Monarch of 
thefe nations *, which was the more wonderful, in * 
that they all hated him, when they trembled at his 
power, and courted his friendlhip. 


Chap. 
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Chap. HI. 

From bis being declared Protector, to the 
meeting of bis fecond parliament . 


C ROMWELL being thus rais’d to the power 1653.' 

of a monarch, proceeded in the eXercife of his 
government, with the.greateft vigour and induftry. HL«n- 
He and his council fet forth feveral ordinances ; a- 
mongft the reft, one declaring what offences ihould mgs at his 
be adjudg'd treafon ; another for repealing thofe firft eoter- 
adts and refolvesof parliament which had former- 
ly been made for fubfcribing to the Engagement a- vtrnmont, 
gainft a Angle perfon and houfe of peers ; another ' 
for appointing perfons to be approvers of mini- 
fters. At his firft affuming the government, there 
'Were three great parties in the nation all again!!; 
him, the Epifiopal party , the Prejbyterians, and the 
Republicans : And it requir'd the greateft dexterity 
and ikill to manage thefe very oppofite factions, 
and to prevent the ill effedls of the plots and con- 
fpiracies they were fo ready to run into. He had 
only the army to rely upon ; and that enthufiaftick 
fpirit he had taken fo much pains to raife among 
them, render'd them very intraftable ; fo that he 
was forc’d to break and imprifon many of his offi- H6 ra- 
cers ; and he flatter'd the reft as well as he could, 
going on in his old way of long and dark difcourfes. 1 e * 

He was apprehenfive of aflaflinadon, and other With the 
plottings from the Cavalier party } as to the former Cavaliers, 
of which, he took a method that prov'd of great 
. life to him : He would many times openly declare, 

** That in a war it was neceflary to return upon 
“ any fide, all the violent things that any of the 
“ one fide did to the other ; and this for the pre- 
“ venting greater mifchief, and for bringing men 
** to fair war : And that aflaflinations were fuch 
** deteftable things, that he would never begin 
“ them j but if any of the king’s party fhould en- 
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“ deavour to aflaflinate him, and fail in it, he 
“ would make an aflalfinating war of it, and de- 
“ ftrqy the whole family.” And he pretended' he 
had inftruments to do this, whenever he fhould or- 
der it. This ftruck fuch a terror, that it pray’d a 
better fecurity to him than his guards. And when- 
ever they were plotting againft him, he had his a- 
gents and ipies amongft them, to give him notice 
of their preparations and proceedings j by which 
means all their fchemes were broken, and their 
defigns fruftrate, before they could bring diem to 
perfe&ion. 

The Prejbyteriah fo dreaded the fury of the 
commonwealth party, that they look'd upon Crom- 
wells turning them out to be a happy deliverance 
for them ; and to foften thefe the more, he allur'd 
them he would maintain a puWick miniftry widi all 
due encouragement, which the Republicans were 
moftly again ft ; and he joined them in a com million 
with Ibme Independents to be Tryers of all publick 
preachers, who Ihould, for the future, be admitted 
to any benefice. The perlons fo commifEon'd did 
likewife difpofe of all the churches that Were in the 
gift of the crown, of the bilhops, and of die ca- 
thedral churches. Neverthelels, when he perceiv’d 
that the Prejbyterians began to take too much upon 
them, to be uneafy under the government, or med- 
dle in civil affairs, he found means to mortify . them, 
and let loofe againft them thofe of the other fe&s, 
who took pleafure in difputing with their preach- 
ers, and interrupting their religious worlhip ; and 
'tis faid, he was by ‘many heard to glory, That be 
bad curPd that infolent feSt t that would fuffer none but 
it/elf. So that they were forc’d to thank him for 
permitting them the exercife of their religious wor- 
fhipin their own congregations. 

The Republican party were his greateft enemies, 
and moft bent on his ruin, looking on him as the 
per fon who had perfidioufly broken all their mea- 
sures. 
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fores, and betray'd their glorious caufe. This par- 1653-. 
ty therefore he ftudied by all means to divide a- 
mong themfelves, and to fet the fifth-monarchy 
men, and other enthufiafts, againft thole Who pro- 
ceeded only upon the principles of civil liberty ; 
ftich as Algernoon Sidney , Henry NevM> Martin t 
Ludlow , fPildman , and Harrington. 

As to Vane and his party, who were likewiie 
call'd Independents , they indeed, from the time 
they were turned out of the long parliament, re- 
tir'd quietly into the country, where they endea- 
vour'd to prejudice their neighbours againft the 
prefent government, and yet managed themfelves 
with lo much caution, as not to difturb the: quiet 
of the nation, nor give' the Protestor any great ad- 
vantage againft them. 

The Levellers , many of whom had been the 
moft adlive Agitators in the army, were the moft 
furious and defperate of all the commonwealth , 
party. Thefe, from the time that the general af- 
fum’d the title of Protestor , which was to them is - 
odious as that of King , profefs'd a mortal hatred 
to his perlbn.; and he knew very well that thefe' 
men, as well as the laft mention’d, had great cre- 
dit in his army, and with fome of the chief officers ; 
fo that he more really dreaded them, than all the 
king’s party, and fubtilly colour’d many of the 
preparations he made againft them, as if they 
were defign'd againft the other. The fifth- mo- 
narchy men feem’d to be in daily expeftation of 
the coming of King Jefus y and the Protestor found it 
no eafy matter to give them fatisfaftion, lince 
his affuming the government after this manner, 
look'd like a ftep to kingfhip, which they repre- 
fented as the great Anticbrift, which hindered 
CbriJPa being fet on his throne. To thefe men 
he would lay with many tears, “ That he would 
•* rather have taken a lhepherd's fluff than the 
** ProtcSiorftnpt finee nothing was more contrary 
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1653. “ to his genius, than a Aew of greatnels ; But be 
“ law it was neceffory at that time, to keep the 
“ nation from foiling into extreme diforder, and 
“ from becoming open to the common enemy ; 

and therefore he only ftept in between the lrv- 
“ ing and the dead, in mat interval, dll God 
** fhould direct them on what bottom they ought 
“ to fettle •, and then he would fur render the 
“ heavy load lying upon him with a joy equal to 
** the forrow with which he was affe&ed, while 
“ under that lhew of dignity." He would alio 
carry himfelf with great familiarity towards thefe 
men, and enter into the terms of their old equa- 
lity, Hunting the door, and making them fit down 
cover’d by him, that they might fee how little * 
he car'd for thofe diftances, which for form 
lake he was forc’d to keep up with others j and 
their difeourfe commonly ended in a long prayer. 
Thus, with much ado, he pretty well managed 
the Entbufiafts of the commonwealth party* As 
to the other Republicans , many of whom were in- 
clin’d to Deifm, he call’d them the Heathens , and 
acknowledg'd he could not fo eafily work upon 
them. He had fome chaplains of all forts, and 
became at length more gende towards the Epifco- 
pal party, who had their meetings in feveral places 
about London, without being molefted by him. 
In the end, even the Roman Catbolicks courted 
him*, and he with wonderful art carryM things 
farther with all pardes than was thought poffible, 
confidering the great difficulties hq had to en- 
counter with. 

That he might the better manage the leveral 
foflions he flood moll ih awe of, he made choice 
of the mod aftive and leading men into his coun- 
cil, by whole influence he had the guiding of all 
H> fifft the rell of each party. The firll perfons nomi- 
counciL n ated to be of his council, purfuant to th einftrit- 
ment of government , were major-general Lambert » 
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lieutenant-general Fleetwood , colonel Montague , (af- 1653. 
Bernards made earl of Sandwich by King Charles 
II.) Philip lord vifcount UJle ( fince earl of Leicefter ) 
colonel Dejborough, Sir Gilbert Pickering , Sir An- 
thony AJhley Cooper (afterwards earl of Shaftjbury ) Sir 
Charles fVolfley, major-general Skippon , Mr. Strick- 
land, 'colonel Sydenham, colonel Jones, Mr .Roufe, 

Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Major * in all fifteen. 

On the 21ft of December , a proclamation was He lets 
publilhed by his Highnefs, with the advice and °. ut * F 0 * 
confent of his council, in the following terms : c anutWB ‘ 

“ Oliver, lord proteftor of the commonwealth 
** of England, Scotland, and Ireland, confidering, 

• ** That whereas the exercife of the chief magi- 
** ft racy, and the adminiftration of government, 

** within the faid commonwealth is invefted and 
** eftablifhed in his highnefs, affifted with a coun- 
“ cil j and left thereupon tfie letded and ordinary 
** courfe of juftice in the commonwealth (if re- 
** medy were not provided) might receive intcr- 
“ ruption ; his highnefs, in his care of the ftate 
** and publick juftice thereof (referving to future 
“ confideradon the reformation and redrefs of any 
“ abufes by mifgovernment, upon better know- 
“ ledge taken thereof) is pleafed, and doth here- 
“ by exprefsly fignify, declare, and oidain, by and 
** with the advice and confent of his council 
** (who have power, until the meeting of the 
** next parliament, to make laws and ordinances 
“ for the peace and welfare of thefe nations, where 
it (hall be neceflary \ Which fhall be binding 
** and in force, until order fhall be taken in par- 
** Jiament concerning the lame) That all perrons, 

** who on the tenth day of this inftant December,. 

** Were duly and lawfully poflefied of any place of 
(< judicature, or office of authority, jurifdi&ion, 

•* or government, within this commonwealth, 

** fhall be, and fhall fo hold themfelves, continu'd 
♦* in the faid offices and places refpedively, as 
S3' formerly 
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1653. ** formerly they held and enjoy’d the fame, and 
“ not otherwife, until his Highnefs’s pleafure be- 
“ farther known : And all the commiflions, pa- 
“ tents, and other grants, which refpeft or relate 
“ unto the doing and executing of publick juftice, 
“ and all proceedings of what nature fbever in 
“ courts of common-law or equity, or in the 
' * ( court of admiralty, or by commiffioners of 
“ fewers, fhall ftand and be in the fame and like 
“ force to all intents and purpofes, as the fame 
were on the faid tenth day of this inftant De~ 
“ cember , until farther order given by his High- 
“ nefs therein : And that in the mean time (for 
“ prefervation of the publick peace, and necefiary 
" proceedings in matters of juftice, and for fafery 
“ of the ftate) all the faid perfbns, of whatfoeyer 
“ place, power, degree or condition, may not foil 
“ every one feverally, according to his refpeftive 
“ place, office, or charge, to proceed in the peF- 
“ formance and execution of all duties thereunto 
“ belonging, as formerly appertaining to (hem, and 
“ every of them, whilft the former government 
“ was in being. Given at Whitehall tins 21ft day 
** of December, in the year of our Lord 1653.’* 
tew J On the 27th, the Lord Protestor and his council 
or J"“ ca pafs’d an ordinance, for continuing the excife and 
7 the commiffioners : Another for continuing the 
aft for redemption, of captives : And a third for 
the alteration of feveral names and forms, ufed 
heretofore in courts, writs, grants, patents, com- 
miffions, &c. and fettling proceedings in courts 
of law and equity. And fhortly after, another ordi- 
nance was pafs’d, appointing a committee of the ar- 
my, and treafurers at war, as formerly. Thefc and 
a great many other ordinances were pafs’d by the 
Lord Protestor and his council, before the meeting 
of the parliament. His Highnefs apply’d himfelf 
very clofely to bufinefs, and was indefatigable in the 
management of the publick affoirs. 

An 
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All things ieeming to favour the Protetter and 1653. 
lib government, bpth at home and abroad, he was 
invited by the lord-mayor, and aldermen, to dine 
at Grocers-baU on the 8th day of February >, being entertain- 
AJh-wednefday. Accordingly, he rode thither in mentis 
great ftate, the ftreets being rail'd on both fidcs, dwcity. 
and the rails cover’d with blue cloth, and the fe- 
veral 'companies in their liveries (binding all the 
way, according to their fuperioricy, with the city 
banner and dreamers of the refpe&ive companies 
' let before them. The lord-mayor Finer, with 
the aldermen in fearlet and gold chains, rode to 
Tempie-bar , where meeting his Highneft with his 
train, he deliver’d up die fword to him, and after 
a fhort congratulatory fpeech, they proceeded to 
Groeers-ball in the following manner : The eity- 
marlhal, with fome other officers, march’d firft ; 
then fix trumpets, and after them his Highness 
life-guard \ next, eight trumpets more, followed 
by the city-ftreamers ; then the aldermen, and 
the two fheriffs after them ; then his Highnefs’s • 
heralds, with rich coats, adorn’d with the arms 
of the commonwealth. , After them, the mace 
and cap of maintenance were carried before the 
lord-mayor, who carried the fword bare-headed 
. before his Highnefs the Lord Protettor, who fol- 
lowed with twelve footmen in grey liveries laced 
with filver, and other ornaments. After the Pro- 
tettor rode major-general Skippon , with the reft of 
the council, and the great officers of the army. 

Being come to Grocers-ball , the recorder made a 
fpeech to hb Highnefs, declaring, “ How happy 
“ that city did account themfelves under hb au- 
“ fpicious government, and alfo in the enjoyment 
** of hbprefence with them that day.” Then he 
Was feafted in a moft fplendid and magnificent 
manner^ and before his departure he knighted 
the lord-mayor with as much grace as if he had 
been king. At thb feaft, we are told, that when 
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1653. ,it was propofed to ferve him on the knee, he re- 
fus'd it with fome difdain, faying, Such ceremonies 
Jhould be only pratlifed at Rome, where they are fo 
greedy of ceremonies , or in kingdoms governed by ty- 
rants ; but fbould be bam/bed out of a Cbrijlian 
and Proteftant commonwealth, as was that of Eng- 
land. Within a fhort time after his Highnefs in- 
vited the lord-mayor, aldermen and fherifis to 
dine with him at Whitehall : And it was obferv'd, 
that in all his entertainments, audiences, he 
maintain'd the port of a great Prince, as much as if* 
he had been lo born and bred ; that his foul ex- 
tended itfelf always in proportion to the room that 
was given it, and in whatever fpace he (food, he 
Addreife* always fill’d it. And now addrefles were prriented 
and emk£ to t he Lord Protestor , from all parts of the three 
j ,; m nations, congratulating his acceflion to the govern- 
ment *, and feveral foreign minilters came over to 
him, acknowledging his power, courting his al- 
liance, and giving him his title of Highnefs. 

1 654.. The Lord Protestor foon concluded the peace 
He con- with the Dutch, having brought them to accept 

KaK*vrith con ^‘ t ‘ ons as thought fit to give them : 

the#*/;*. Among which one was, That they Jhould not permit , 
any of the king's party , or any enemy of the common- 
wealth of England, to refide within their dominions 1 
and another, which was contain'd in a feeret article, 
to which tile great feal of the States was affix'd, 
whereby they oblig'd thenifelves, “ Never to per- 
“ mit the Prince of Orange to be their Stadtbolder, 
“ general or admiral } and alfo to deliver up the 
“ ifland of Polerone in the Eaft-Indies, which they 
** had taken from the Englijh in the reign of King 
“ James , into, the hands of the Englijh E aft- India 
“ company j and to pay three hundred thoufand 
** pounds for the jpld barbarous violence exercis'd 
** towards the Englijh at Amboyna ,” for which the 
two laft kings could not obtain any fatisfaftipjn 1 
** That they fhould comply with the aft of Navi- 
gation* 
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gation i and that they fhould own the fovereignty ' 1 654, 

“ of the fea to be in the commonwealth of Eng- s^vv 
“ land, and no more difpute the flag.” And thus 
about the beginning of April, the whole peace 
was concluded between the Lord ProteRor and the 
States General, with all the advantages to himfelf 
he could defxre. 

The Lord ProteRor, according to the power He male* 
given him by the inftrument of government, fup- feveraI 
ply’d the benches of the courts at Wejlminfter, 
with the ableft of the lawyers, whom he had in- 
vited to the publick fervice. Mr. Maynard, Twif- 
den , Nudigate , Windham, fcfr. were made feijeants 
at law \ and Mr. Matthew Hale one of thejuftices 
pf the common-pleas, &c. Mr. "John Thurloe, who 
had been fecretary to the chief-juftice St. John, when 
he was ambafiador at the Hague, was advanced to 
the office of fecretary of Hate. And to keep the 
other two nations in order and obedience, his High- . 
nefs.fent general Monk back again into Scotland, 
and his youngeft fon Henry Cromwell into Ireland, 
whom he made his lieutenant of that kingdom. 

As the ProteRor difcover*d a wonderful genius He it 
in the management of affairs at home, fo his power ^ ear ’ d and 
and policy were more and more obferved and re- 
verenc’d abroad ; and all nations now contended, power* 
by their ambafiadors, which fhould render them- 
fdves rnoft acceptable to him. Denmark had the 
favour of being taken into the Dutch treaty, upon 
the good terms of making the States refponfible 
for one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, to re- 
pair the damage which ithe Englifh fuffered from 
the Danes. About the fame time, by the negotiation 
of his ambafiador Wbitelock , he made a firm alliance 
with the kingdom of Sweden. He forced Portugal 
to fend an ambafiador to beg peace, and to fubmit 
to make fatisfa&ion for the offence they had com- 
mitted in receiving prince Rupert , by the payment 
pf a gre^t fum of money i and brought even the two 
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crowns of France and Spain, to foe for hie aUfcnce: 
For which purpofe, the ambafiador of the former, 
Monfieur de Bordeaux, hod an audience of his High* 
oeis hi the Banqueting-houfc, Whitehall, on the 
29th of March, with the fame ftatc and ceremony, 
as is wont to be ufed towards foreign Princes ; 
when he addrefled himfelf thus to him. 

“ Your moil ferene Highneis has already re- 
“ ceiv’d feme principal affu ranees of the King toy 
“ mailer, of his defire to eftablHh a perfect cor- 
“ refpondency betwixt his dominions and Eqg- 
“ land. His Majeily, this day, gives to your 
“ Highneis fotne poblick demonftracion of the 
“ fame » and his folding his ambafiador to your 
“ Highneis, does plainly ihew, that the efteem 
“ which his Majeily makes of your Highneis, and 
“ intereft of his people, have more power in his 
“ councils than many confidcrations, that would 
“ be of great concernment to a Prince lets afie&» 
“ ed with the one and the ocher. This proceed- 
** ing, grounded upon fuch principles, and ib 
44 different from what is only guided by ambition, 
renders the amity of the King my mailer as 
“ confiderable lor its firmnefs as its utility j for 
4< which reaion it is fo eminently efteetned and 
44 courted by all the greateft Princes and Poten- 
44 tates of the earth. But his Majeily com- 
" municates pone to any with ib much joy and 
4 ‘ ,chearfulneis, as to thofe whofe .virtuous ads and 
“ extraordinary merits render them more con- 
“ fpicuoufly famous, than the largenefs of their 
44 dominions. His majeily is ienfible, that all 
“ thofe advantages do wholly refide in your High- 
“ nefi ; and that the divine providence, after ib 
4 ‘ many calamities, could not deal more favourably 
“ with thefe three nations, to caufe them to forget 
44 their pail mifoies with greater fatisfa&ion, than 
44 by fubmitting them to fo juft a government, 
44 And fincc it is not fufficient for the compleatihg 
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*' of their happinefs, to make them enjoy peace at .1654. 
“ home, Jbecaufe it depends no lefs on good cor* ^/W 
** rdpondency with nations abroad ; the King my 
“ mafter does not doubt but to find alio the fame 
“ difpofition in your Highneft, which his Majefty 
“ here expreflcs in his letters. After fo many dif- 
“ portions exprefied both by his Majefty and your 
“ Highnefs, towards the accommodation of the 
** two nations, there is reafon to believe, that 
“ their wifhes will be foon accomplilh’d. As for 
** me, I have none greater, than to be able to 
“ ferve the King my mafter, with the good plea- 
“ fore and (atisfa&ion of your Highnefs ; and that 
** the happineis I have, to tender to your High- 
“ nets the firft affurances of his Majefty’s efteem, 

may give me occafion, by my fervices, to me- 
“ rit the honour of your gracious affe&ion.” 

, Thb Protefter* s zeal for the proteftant religion 
Appear’d on feveral occafions ; of which I Ihall 
here infert one inft^nce, leaving others to fome 
following periods of this hiftory. It is that of a 
.letter to the Prince of Tarente in France , written 
in Latin (his Latin fecretary being the immortal 
Milton) which is as follows : 

Oliver 1 us, Proteftor Retp. Angliae, Scoriae, His letter 
Hibemiae, &c. Uluftrifftmo Princtpi Tarentino, fa- to the 
lutem. Perfpqdus ex literis tuis ad me datis religi- P rince °f 
mis amor tuus, & in eccleftas reformat as pittas exhnia , ttrtnU ' 
ffadittmq fmgulare, in ifta prafertim generis nobi- 
Utate ac fplenaore , eoq\ fub regno y in quo,' deficien- 
tibus db ortbodoxa fide., tot funt nobilijftmis quibufq-, 
fpes uberes propofite, tot firmoribus incommcda fub- 
eunda ; permagno me plane gaudio ac voluptate af- 
fiecit. Nec minus gratum eraf placuijfe me tibi to 
ipfo religionis nomine , quo nibil mibi dileStius atq\ 
ebarius imprimis ejje debet. Deum autem obteftor , 
quant de me fpem udefiarum £? expert ationem ejje of 
tendis , ft pqffim ei aliquando vel fatisfacere , ft opus 
frit , yef demonfirare omnibus, quam cupiam non deejfe. 

Nullum 
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1654. Nullum eqtddem fruBum laborum meorum, nullum 
bujus, quam obtineo in republica mea, five dignitatis , 
five muneris, nec ampliorem exiilimarem nec jucundi- 
orem, quam ut idoneus Jim, qui ecclefte reformate vel 
amplification!., vel incolumitati , vel. quod maximum 
eft , pad ferviam. ‘Te vero bortor magnopere , ut re- 
Kgionem ortbodoxam, qua pietate ac ftudio a majori - 
bus accept am profited:, eadem artist:: firmtate atq\ con - 
ftantia ad extremum ufque retineas. Nec fane quid- 
quam erit te tuifq\ parentibus religiofijfimis dignius , 
nec quod pro tuis in me mentis , quamquam tua tauftt 
cupio omnia, optare tibi melius aut preclarius queam, 
quam ft fic te pares atq , inftituas , ut ecclefie pre- 
fertim patrie, quarum in difdplina tarn felici indole 
tamq\ illuftri loco natus es, qudnto ceteris preluces , 
tanto firmius in te prefidium fuis rebus conftitutum ejfe 
fentiant. Vale. Alba Aula, Die 26 Junji, 1654. 
JUufiriJftme dignitatis veftre ftudioftjftmus , 

OLIVER I US. 


Which letter I have thus tranflated : 


** Oliver, Prote&or of the common-wealth 
“ of England, Scotland, Ireland, &c. To Ac moft 
“ illuftnous Prince of Tarente, greeting. It was 
“ a very great pleafure and fatisfaftion to me, to 
w perceive by your highness letter which you 
“ font me,, your love of religion, and your extra- 
“ ordinary zeal and concern for the reformed 
“ churches, efpecially confidering your quality, 
“ and that you live in a country where fuch great 
“ things are promiled to all perfons of your rank, 
if they forlake the orthodox faith, and fo many 
difcouragetnents are laid in the way of thofe 
who continue ftedfaft'. Nor was it lefs plea- 
fing to me, to find that your Highnefs approv’d 
“ of my care and concern for the fame religion, 
* ( than which nothing ought to be more dear and 
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precious to me. And I call God to witnefs, 1654. 

“ how defirous I am, according as I have ability 
** and opportunity, to anfwer die hope and ex* 

“ peAation which you fay the churches have con- 
“ ceming me, and to manifeft it to all. Indeed 
“ I lhould efteem it the greateft and beft fruit 
“ of my labours, and of this dignity, or office, 

“ which I hold in this commonwealth, to be 
“ put in a capacity of being ferviceable either to 
“ the enlargement, or the fafety, or, which is 
“ the chief of all, the peace of the reformed 
“ church. And I eameftly exhort your Highnefs 
“ that you would hold faft to the end the ortho- 
“ dox religion you have received from your fa- 
“ thers, with a firmnefs and conftancy of mind 
** equal to the piety and zeal you difcover in the 
“ profeflion of it. Nor indeed can there be any 
** thing more worthy of yourfelf and of your moft 
“ pious parents ; and, though I could defire all 
“ things for your fake, yet I can wifh you nothing 
“ better, nothing more excellent, in .return for 
“ the civilides you have fhown me, than that 
4 * you fo conduft yourfelf, that the churches, ef- 
“ pecially thofe of your own country, in whole 
“ difeipline you were bom with fo happy a dif- 
** pofitiOn and of fuch a noble family, may find 
" m you a protection anfwerable to the high fta- 
‘‘ tion in which you are placed above others. 

** Farewell. Whitehall , June 26, 1654. Your 

Highnefs*s mod: affeftionate and moft devoted, 

OLIVER. 


Th e Lord Protestor had refolv'd more firmly tp He make* 
unite the three nations into one commonwealth. 
Accordingly, with confent of his council, he made Jjueea*. 
an ordinance, April the 12th, declaring, “ How tiou. 

“ he had taken into cOnfideration, that the people 
** of Scotland ought to be united with the people 
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1654. “ of England* into one commonwealth, ancj urt- 
** der one government ; and had found, that in 
“ December 1651, the parliament then fitting had 
** lent commiffiocers into Scotland * to invite the 
“ people of that nation unto fuch a happy union v 
“ who proceeded 6 > far therein, that the fliires and 
“ boroughs did accept of the foid union, and atient 
“ thereunto : For the compleating and perfe&ing 
“ which union, he now ordain’d', That all the peo- 
“ pie of Scotland, and of all the dominions and terri- 
** tories thereunto belonging, Jtboidd be incorporated in- 
“ to one common wealth with England ; and in every 
“ parliament to be held fiucejfively for the /aid ctm- 
** monwedtb, thirty perjbns fiould be cedtd front * 
“ and ferae for Scotland, &c.** And Ihortly after, 
another ordnance was made for a like diftnbution 
of thirty me m b ers from Ireland* to ferve in die par- 
liament at Wefminftr. About the fame time an 
ordinance was publilhed, prohibiting the planting 
Of Tobacco in England •, which is a law at this day. 
Aeon- A*out this time fereral perfons were appre- 
r /' ne l * . bended, and charged with a confprracy to murder 
Gerard ^ Inrd Protestor as he ihould be going to Hampton- 

and Vmtl court* to feize the guards, the Tomer erf* London , and 
areexe- the magazines, and to proclaim the King The 
cuted v chief of thefe were Mr. Somerfet Fox* Mr. John 
Gerard * and Mr. Vowel ; who being tried by a high 
court of juftice, and condemn'd. Fan* who con- 
fefs’d much of what was alledg*d againft him, had 
the benefit: of a r ep r ieve *, but Gerard was behead- 
ed on Tower-bill* and Vowel bang’d at Charing-crofs •* 
both of them denying what they were accus’d of, 
and dying with great magnanimity and refolution. 
Th oPde. Os the fame day, there was another execution 

of an extraordinary nature : Don Pant ale on Sa* the 
b r ^ ia . * Portaged ambassador's brother, a knight of Malta* 
commit** and a perfon eminent in many great aftions, who 
riot. out of curiofity to fee England, came over with the 
ambafiador, happen’d to have a quarrel in the 
0 New 5 
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JV<?w-E#c/k«^wkh theforemention'd Mr. Gerard-, 1654. 
to revenge which, he went thither the next day, L^YVI 
with fervants arm’d with fwords and piftols ; where 
they kill’d another man, whom they took to be 
Mr. Gerard , and hurt and wounded feveral others. 

Upon this there was rais’d a great tumult, and the 
Portuguefe flying to the ambaffador's houfe, the peo- 
pk-came flocking thither from all parts to feize the 
murderers. Cromwell being inform’d of the mat- 
ter, fent an officer, with a party of foldiers, to de- 
mand and apprehend them ; who more eipecially 
demanded of the ambaffador the perfbn of has bro- 
ther, threatning, if he was not deliver'd up, to 
break open the houfe, and take him out by force. 

The ambaffador infilled upon the privilege due to 
. his houfe by the law of nadons, and defired time 
to fend to the Protestor , to whom he made com- • 
plaint of the violence done to him, and requefted 
an audience. His Highnefs fent him word, “ That 
a gentleman had been murder'd, and others 
“ wounded, and that Juftice muft be fatisfied ; re- 
quiping, that all perfons concern'd might be de- 
“ liver*d up to his officer ; without which, if he 
*' Ihould withdraw his foldiers, the people would 
" execute juftice, by a way for which he would 
“ not be anfwerable: But this being done, he 
“ Ihould have an audience, and all the fatisfadlion 
“ it was in his power to give." The ambaffador 
finding it in vain to contend, and the multitude 
increafing their cry, ‘That they would pull down the 
houfe, he was, to his great grief, forc'd to deliver 
up his brother with the reft, who were all fent pri- 
foners to Newgate. The ambaffador was moft ear- 
ned in his iollicitations for his brother, being wil- 
ling the others Ihould be left to the law ; but all 
the anfwer he could have, was, That juftice muft be 
done. And juftice was done to the utmoft ; for be- 
ing all try’d by a jury of half Englijb and half 
reigners , as many as were found guilty, and among 

them 
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them the ambaflador’s brother, were condemn'd to 
die. All were bang’d at Tyburn , fays the lord Cla- 
' tendon i WTntelock lays they were all repriev'd, ex- 
cept Don Pantaleon , who, immediately after the 
execution of Gerard , was convey'd from Newgate 
to Tower-bill, in a mourning coach and fix horfes, 
attended! by leveral of his brother's retinue ; and 
there, on the fame fcaffbld, bit his head, with as 
much terror and dejeftion of fpirit, as Gerard had 
done with courage and refolution. This mightily 
railed the opinion ol the Protestor's juftice, as well 
as of his power. And *tis very remarkable, tnat 
on the very day of this execution, the Portugal am- 
bafiador was oblig'd to fign the articles of peace 
between the two nations ; whereupon he immedi- 
ately went out of town. 

; And here Dr. Welwood remarks, “ That what- 
" ever reafon the houle of Aufiria had to hate 
“ the memory of Cromwell ', yet his caufing the 
“ Portugal ambafiador’s brother to be executed, 
“ notwithltariding his plea of being a publick mi- 
“ nifter as well as his brother, was, near twenty 
** years after CromwelP s death, brought as a pre- 
“ cedent by the Emperor, to juftify his anefting 
“ and carrying off the Prince of Furftenburgb at 
“ the treaty of Cologne , notwithftanding his being 
“ a plenipotentiary for the Elector of that name. 
" And in the printed manifefto, publilh'd by the 
“ Emperor on that occafion, this piece of Crom- 
“ well's juftice is related at large." 

The Lord Protestor knowing, that tho' he had 
obtain’d the government, it was not confirm’d to 
him by the people, refolv'd, in purfuance of the 
inftrument of government, to fummon a parliament 
to meet at Weftminjler on the 3d of September *, and 
accordingly order'd writs to be ifiued out for the 
election of members to lerve in parliament, after 
the manner laid down in the faid instrument. It 
was his greateft care how to manage this afiembly. 
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fo thht they might proceed according to his own 
^ defires ; but tho’ he had a great influence upon the 
people, and a great awe upon the fheriffs and ma- 
giftrates, and brought the trial of ele&ions into a 
committee of his own council, before the opening 
of the parliament, yet it prov’d not for his purpofe ; 
as we (hall fee in the following chapter. 


C h a P. IV. 

His fecond Parliament. 

O N the 3d day of September , tho* it happen’d to 
b e Sunday, the Lord Protedor, who reckon’d 
that his fortunate day, would have the parliament 
open’d : And fo the members, after hearing a fer- 
mon at fVeJtminJler-abbey , attended his Highnefs 
in the Painted Chamber ; where he made a fpeech 
to them, fhewing the caufe of their fummons ; af- 
ter which, they went to their houfe, and adjourn’d 
to the next day. The Protedor then rode in ftate 
from Whitehall to fVeJlminJler-abbey , fome hundreds 
of gentlemen and officers going before uncover’d, 
and next before the coach, his pages and lacqueys 
richly cloath’d : On the one fide of, his coach, went 
Strickland , one of his council, and captain of his 
guards, with the mafter of the ceremonies, both on 
foot i and on the other fide, walk’d colonel Howard 
(afterwards earl of Carlijle) another captain of the 
guards. His fon Henry and Lambert lat with him 
in the coach, bareheaded. After the coach came 
Claypole , mafter of the horfe, with a gallant led 
horfe, adorn’d with the richeft trappings •» and next 
after him the commiffioners of the great feal, and 
of the treafury,- and divers of the council in coaches, 
and the ordinary guards. Being come to the abbey 
door, his Highnefs alighted ; and the officers of the 
army and the gentlemen went firft, next them four 
maces, then the commiffioners of the feal, Whitelock 
T carrying 
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1654. tarrying the purfe, and Lambert the fword before 
V/VVi/ him. His Highneis was icated over-againft the 
pulpit, and the members of parliament plac'd them- 
felves on both fides of hilm. After the fermoa, 
which was preach'd by Mr. < Tbo. Goodwin , his, 
.Highneis went in the lame equipage to the Painted 
Chamber ; where being feated in a chair of ftate let 
upon fteps, the members fitting upon benches 
round about, all bare, his Highnefs put off his 
hat, and made a long and fubde fpeech to them, 
which was in fubftance as follows • 

HU fpeech He told them, “ the danger of the Levelling 
to the «« principles, and of the Fifth-monarchy opinions, 
■emto. *« Q f f orm 0 f godline/s, and the great judgment 
“ that had been upon this nation by ten years civil 
*' war. That the two pretenfions, liberty of the 
** fubjeft, and liberty of cottfcience (two as glorious 
“ things, and as much to be contended for, as any 
“ gift God hath given us,) were brought in to pa- 
“ tronize thofe evils. Nay, thefe abominations 
* ( fwelled to that height, that the axe was kid to 
“ the root of the miniftry, as Babylonijb and Anti- 
. “ cbriftian : And as the extremity was great be- 
** fore, fo that no man, tho’ well approv'd, and 
*' having a good teftimony, might preach, if not 
“ ordain’d 1 fo now, on the other hand, they will 
* ( have ordinarion put a nullity upon the calling. 

** I conceive in my very foul, faid be, that ma- 
** ny erf the Fifth-monarchy opinion have good 
* ( meanings 5 and I hope this parliament .will (as 
(( Jude fays, reckoning up thk abominable apofta- 
“ cies of the kft times) pluck fome out of the 
** fire, and fave others with fear •, making thofe 
** of peaceable fpirits, the fubjefb of their encou- 
“ ragement, and laving others by that difcipline 
** that God hath ordain'd to reform miicarrkges : 

' “ The danger of that fpirit being not in the no- 
“ tion, but in its proceeding to a civil tranigref- 
“ fion t when men come into fuch a practice, as 

“ to 
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** to tell us, that liberty and property are not the 1654. 

“ bodies of that kingdom, and that inftcad of re- 
** gulating laws, laws mult be fubverted, and per- 
** haps the judicial law impofed, or feme fancy. 

** inftead of it (for that was good and honourable- 
“ in the inftitution, tho'nowby fome mifapply’d ;)„ 

“ efpecially when every ftone is turn'd to bring in* 

** confofion ; this will be a confideration worthy of 
“ the magiftrate. 

Whilst thefe things were in the midft of 
“ us, and the nation rent and torn from one end 
“ to the other •, family againft family, parent a- 
“ gainft child, and nothing in the hearts and minds 
“ of men, but Overturn , Overturn , (a fcripture 
“ very much abus'd and challeng'd by all men of 
** difcontented fpirits )) that common enemy in 
“ the mean time fleeps not ; fwarms of Jefuits 
“ come over, and have their confiftories abroad, 

“ to rule all the afiairs of England , and the depen- 
“ dencies thereof: In the mean time vifible en- 
“ deavours were us'd to hinder the work in Ireland, 

“ to obftruCt the work in Scotland j corrcfponden- 
“ cies and intelligences were held to encourage the 
“ war in thofe places. 

“ And withal, we were deeply engag’d in a 
“ war with Portugal , whereby our trade ceas’d ; 

“ and not only lo, but a war with Holland , which 
*' confum’d our treafure, as much as the afleflment 
“ came to. At the lame time we fell into a war 
%t with France, or rather we were in it ; and all 
** this fomented by the divifions amongft us, which 
(( begat a confidence, we could not hold out long ; 

“ and the calculation had not been ill, if the Lord 
*' had not been gracious to us. Befides, ft rangers 
** increafed in the manufacture, the great ftaple 
*' commodity of this nation. 

" In fuch an heap of confofion was this poor 
“ nation ; and that it might not fink into a con- 
“ fufion from the premiles, a remedy mult be ap- 

T a ** plied ^ 
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1654. “ plied: A remedy hath been applied, This go- 

“ vernment. A thing that is feen and read of all, 
“ and which (let men fay what they Will, I can 
“ fpeak with comfort before a greater than you all,' 
“ as to my intention ; and let men judge out of 
“ the thing itfelf) is calculated for the intereft of 
'“ the people, for their intereft alone, .and for their 
“ good, without refpeft had to any other intereft. 

“ I may, with humblenefs towards God, and 
“ modefty before you, fay fomething in the behalf 
** of it. 

“ It hath endeavour’d to reform the laws, and 
“ for that end hath join’d perfons (without refle- 
“ ftion upon any) of as great integrity and ability 
“ as any other, to confider how the laws might 
“ be made plain, fhort and eafy ; which may in 
“ due time be tendered. 

“ It hath taken care to put into feats of juftice, 
“ men of the mod known integrity and ability. 

“ The chancery hath been reform’d, and I 
“ hope to the juft fatisfa&ion of all good men. 

“ It hath put a flop to that heady way, for 
“ every man that will, to make himfelf a preacher, 
“ hiving endeavour’d to fettle a way for approba- 
“ tion of men of piety and fitnefs for the work, 
“ and the bufinefs committed to perfons both of 
“ the Prejbyterian and Independent judgment’, men 
“ of as known ability and integrity, as (I fuppofe) 
“ any the nation hath, and who (I believe) have 
“ labour’d to approve themfelves to God and their 
“ own confidences, in approving men to that.great 
“ function. 

“It hath taken care to expunge men unfit for 
“ that work, who have been the common fcom 
“ and reproach to that adminiftration. 

“ One thing more : It hath been inftrumental 
“ to call a free parliament ; bleffed be God, we 
“ fee here this day a free parliament ; and that it 

may .continue fo, I hope, is in the heart of every 

“ good 
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“ good man of England : For my own part, a? I 1654. 
“ defir’d it above my life-, fo to keep it free, I 
“ (hall value it above my life. 

“ A peace is made with Sweden , (wherein an 
“ honourable perfon [meaning tVhitelock~\ was in- 
“ ftrumental) it being of much importance to have 
“ a good underftanding wjjh our Protejlant neigh- 
“ bours. 

A peace is alfo made with the Danes, and a 
“ peace there that is honourable, and to the fatis- 
“ faftion of the merchants. 

“The Sound is open to us,' from whence, as 
“ from a fountain, our naval provifions are fup- 
“ plied. ^ * - 

“ A peace is made with the Dutch, which is 
“ (b well known in the oonlequences of it, arid 
“ the great advantages of a goo4 underftanding 
“ with Protejlant dates. 

“ I beg that it may be in your hearts to be 
“ zealous of the Protejlant intereft abroad, which 
“ if ever it be like to come under a condition of 
“ differing, it is now ; many being banilh’d, and 
“ driven to feek refuge among ftrangers. 

“ A peace is rnade with Portugal , (though it 
“ hung long) of great concernment to trade ; and 
“ the people that trade thither, have freedom to 
“ enjoy their confciences, without being fubjedfecd 
“ to the bloody inquifition. 

“ A treaty with France likewife is nowde-' 
“pending. 

“ It may be neceffary, in the next place, for 
“ you to hear a little of the fea affairs, and to 
“ rake notice of the great expence of the forces 
“ and fleet ; and yet 30,000 /. is now abated of 
“ the next three months affeffment. 

“ These things, which I have before men- 
“ tioned, are but entrances, and doors of hope ; 

“ you are brought to the edge of Canaan (into 
“ which many that have gone before could not 
T 3 “ enter) 
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1654. ** enter) but if the bleffing and prefence of God go 
“ along with you in the management of your af- 
“ fairs, I make no queftion but he will enable you 
“to lay the top-ftone of this work. 

“But this is a maxim not to bedefpifed, Tbo* 
“ peace' be made , yet it is intereji that keeps peace , 
“ and farther than tbnk peace is not to he trujled. 

“ The great end or calling this parliament, is, 
“ that the work of God may go on, that the (hip 
“ of this commonweakh may be brought into a 
“ fafe harbour. 

“ I dial! put you in mind, that you have a 
“ great work upon you •, Ireland to look to, that 
“ the beginning of that government may be fet- 
“ tied in honour. 

“ That you have before you, the confidera- 
“ tion of thofe foreign dates, with whom peace 
“ is not made ; who, if they fee we manage not 
“ our affairs with prudence, as becomes men, will 
“ retain hopes, that we may dill, under the dilad- 
“ vantages thereof, break into confufion. 

“ I shall conclude with my perfuafion to you, 
“ to have a fweet, gracious, and holy underdand- 

ing one of another, and put you in mind of the 
“ counfel you heard this day in order thereunto. 

“ And, I defire you to believe, that I -fpeak 
“ not to you, as one that would be a Lord over 
“ you, but as one that is refolved to be a fellow 
“ fervant with you to the intered of this great af- 
“ fair.” 

Then he wifh’d them’ to repair to their houfe, 
and exercifc their own liberty in the choice of 
their fpeaker. 

They Being come to the parliament-houfe, they al- 
/Aa/their" mod unanimoufly made choice of the old fpeaker, 
fpeaker, Mr. William LentbaL, mader of the Rolls, to be 
and debate their fpeaker. This done, they prefently took the 
Hrvm * f P rote< ^ or ’ s injlrument of government into confide^ 
&v?rn. ^ ration •, and the fird debate they fell upon,was, Wbe~ 
"«#/. tber 
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iher the fupreme legijlative power of the nation 1654. 
Jhould he in a fingle perfon, and a parliament. And 
here many warm fpeeches were made in direft op. 
pofition to a fingle perfon ; and one faid, “ That 
“ they could not but difcern the fnares laid to en- 
“ trap the people's privileges ; and for his own 
“ part, as God had made him inftru mental in cut* 

“ ting down tyranny in one perfon, fo he could 
“ not endure to fee the nation's liberties (hackled 
“ by another, whofe right to the government 
** could be meafur’d out no other ways than by 
** the length of his fword, which was only that 
** which emboldened him to command his com- 
** manders.” Thefe debates continued for feven 
or eight days together, to the great grief of the 
Pr-pteftorians, who to fave themfelves were necef- 
fitated to find means for protracting time, and ad* 
jouming the houfe, when the queftion, was ready 
to be put, becaufe they plainly faw it would be 
carry'd in the negative. 

His Highnefs being inform’d of thefe proceed- The Pro- 
ings, and fearing to have that great queftion put, 
left he lliould be depos’d by a vote of this afiem- p 
bly, on the 12 th of September early in the mprn* 
ing, caus'd a guard to be plac’d at the door of the 
houfe, and fent. to the lord- mayor to acquaint 
him with the reafbns of what he was about to do, 
that he might prevent any diforder in the city. 

The members coming at the ufual hour, were 
deny’d entrance, and commanded to attend the 
Lord ProteCfor, in the Painted Chamber s where 
he fpoke to them as follows : 

He told them, “ That when he met them a Makes a- 
“ few days fince, and deliver’d his mind unto " oth * r 
“ them, he did it with much more hopes and ta 
** comfort than now ; and that he was very forry 
“ to find them falling into heats and divifions. 

“ He reprefented to them the mifearriages of the 
** long parliament , and declar’d, That he had of- 
T 4 “ ten. 
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“ ten prefs’d that aflembly, as a member, to put 
“ a period to themfelves, telling them. That tbe 
“ nation loath'd their fitting jind when they were 
“ diffolved, there was no vifible repining at it, 
“ no not fo much as tbe barking of a dog. He 
“ lhewed them, by what means he came to the 
** government, together with the confent that the 
“ people had many ways given thereunto i and 
“ laid, that the other day when he told them they 
“ were a free parliament, he did alfo confider, there 
“ was a Reciprocation : For that the fame govern- 
“ ment, which made them a parliament, made him 
“ Protestor ; and as they were entrufted with fome 
“ things, fo he was with others. That there were 
fome things in the government fundamental, 
“ which could not be alter’d ; as, 1. That the go- 
“ vernment fhould be in one perfon and a parliament. 
“ 2, That parliaments Jhould not be made perpetual ; 
“ which would deprive the people of their fuc- 
“ ceflive elections : Nor that tbe parliament Jhould be 
“ always fitting , that is, as foon as one parliament 
“ is up, another Ihould come and fit in their 
“ places the very next day j which could not be 
“ without fubjedting the nation to an arbitrary 
“ power in governing, becaufe parliaments, when 
“ they fit, are abfolute and unlimited. The third 
“ fundamental was in the matter of the militia : 
“ For in order to prevent the two aforemention'd 
“ inconveniencies, the militia was not to be en- 
“ trufted. in any one band or power , but to be fo 
“ difpofed, that as the parliament ought to have a 
“ check upon the Protestor, to prevent excefies in 
him ; fo on the other hand, the Protedlor might 
“ have a check upon the parliament , to prevent 
“ excefies in them ; becaufe if the militia were 
“ wholly in the parliament, they might, when they 
“ would, . perpetuate themfelves : But now the 
“ militia being difpofed as it is, the one Hands as 
“ a counterpoize to the other ; which renders the 
balance of government the more even, and the 
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** government itfelf the more firm and (table. 1654. 
“ The fourth fundamental in the government, 

“ was about a due liberty of confidence in matters of 
“ religion ; wherein bounds and limits ought to be 
“ let, fo as to prevent perfection. That the reft 
“ of the things in the government were examine 
“ able, and alterable, as the occafion and the (late 
“ of affairs (hould require. That as for a negative 
“ voice , he claimed it not, fave only in the afore- 
“ faid particulars. That in all other things he 
“ had only a deliberative power ; and if he did 
“ not pafs fuch laws as were prelcnted to him, . 

■“ within twenty days after their prefentment, 

“ they were to be laws without his conlent. 

“ Therefore, things being thus, he was forry to 
“ underftand that any of them (hould go about to 
“ overthrow what was fo fettled, contrary to 
“ their truft received from the people; which 
“ could not but bring on very great inconveni- 
“ encies.: To prevent which, he was neceffitated 
“to appoint a teft, or recognition , of the go- 
“ vernment, which was to be fign’d by them, be- 
, “ fore they went any more into the houfe.” 

The laid teft or recognition was in thefe words : He ap- 
1 A. B. do hereby freely promife and engage my f elf 
to be true and faithful to the Lord Protestor and tel j 
the commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land ; and Jhatt not ( according to the tenour of the 
indenture, whereby I am returned to ferve in this 
prefent parliament) propofe , or give any confent to al- 
ter the government , as it is fettled in one (ingle per- 
fon, and a parliament. 

This being ingrofs’d in parchment, was laid Which b 
on a table near the door of the houfe, for the ^ fevena 
members to fubfcribe before they (hould be qua- members. , 
lify’d to fit. Accordingly, within a da'y or two, 
it was figned by about an hundred and thirty of 
them, and (bme days after by above as many more, 
frho thereupon look their places in the houfe. 

’Tis 
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1654. ’Tis laid, that thofe who refus'd to fubfcribe this 
v^ys^ engagement , were not only excluded, but iome 
o: them taken into cuftody. Major-general Har- 
rifon , the Protestor’s late great favourite, was now 
fecuPd by a party of horfe, by his Highnefs’s order ; 
and colonel Rich, Mr. Carew, and others, being 
fummoned before the council, were requir'd to 
furrender their commiflions j and becaufe they re- 
fus'd to engage not to aSt againft the Lord Prote- 
stor and his government, they were committed to 
prifon. 

Their de- A debatb arifing in the houie concerning the * 
cUration Recognition , it was thereupon declar'd, “ That 
ereupon ' (t - t not ^ intended to comprehend the 

“ Whole, contained in the forty-two articles of 
“ the injlrument of government, but only that which 
They de- «« requir'd the government of the commonwealth 
remaining ** to be by a Angle perfon, and fucceffive parlia- 
nrticle* of ** ments .** • The great point concerning the fingte 
gown- perfon being over-rul'd, the houfo apply’d them- 
“ ent * felves to the confideration and debate of the re- 
maining claufes of the inftrument of government. 
They declar'd, '* That Oliver Cromwell Jhould be. 

*« ProteSlor during life ; and limited the number 
of forces to be kept up in England, Scotland, and 
** Ireland, with provifion for the payment of them. 

'* They agreed upon the number of fhips, that 
" they thought neceflary for the guard of the 
* ( feas ; and order'd two hundred thoufand pounds 
“ a year for the Protestor’s own expense, the fala- . 

“ ries of his council, the judges, foreign intelli- 
“ gence, and the reception of ambafiadors *, and 
“ that Whitehall, St. Jamets, the Mews, Somer- ■ 

** fet-boufe, Greenwich, Hampton - Court , Wind- 
“ for, and the manor of Tork, be kept unfold 
** for the Protestor's ufe. They alfo voted a 
“ daufe to be inferted, to declare the rights of the 
** people of England, and particularly, that no 
money Ihould be raifed upon the nation, but by 
v “ authc* 
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*« authority of parliament. And whereas by the 1654. 
“ infirument of government it was provided, that if \S m )r*S 
“ the parliament were not fitting at the death of 
“ the prelent Prote&or, the council Ihould chufe 
“ a lucccfibr *, they refolr*d, that nothing Ihould 
“ be determin'd by the council after his death, 

“ but the calling of a parliament, who were then 
•* to conlider what they would have done. They 
'« alfb approv'd and confirm'd the prefent Lord 
“ Deputy of Ireland, the prefent Lords Commif- 
** fioners of the great feal of England , the com* 

“ miffioners of the treafury, and the two chief 
“ juftices. Among other things, they debated 
“ the point of liberty of confcience upon the new 
“ government, and agreed to allow it to all, who 
** JbaU not maintain Aibeifm , Popery , Prelacy , Pm- 
“ fanenefs, or any damnable Herenes, to be enume- 
“ rated by the parliament.** 

This highly p leafed fome men ; .and it is ob- 
fervable, that during thefe debates, the miniflers 
were fo forward and zealous, that they propos’d 
feveral fundamentals in religion ( [viz. their own be- 
lov'd opinions) to the parliament to be eftablifhcd 
by them. Thefe debates upon the government 
continued for fome months, in which time allb the 
houfe took a tranfient view of the Proteftor’s own 
ordinances 1 particularly, one for paying the mo* 
ney into the treafury, rais’d for the propagation of 
the Gofpel in Wales : Another, to make foldiers 
free in corporations : Another to remove all lean* 
dalous preachers and minifters ; and a fourth lor 
the furveying of King's and Churches lands. And 
having gone through the in/lrument of government , 
they pfals'd this additional vote, That no one claufe , 
of what they bad agreed upon , fbould be loop d upon at 
binding , unlefs tbe whole were eonfented to. 

Du r 1 no thefe debates in parliament, an odd A private 
accident happened to the Protestor, which very ^'hePro. 
much endanger'd his life. He having taken upon te aot. 

himfelf 
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1654. himfelf the whole government of the nation, and 
v/yv lent amboffadors and agents to foreign kingdoms 
and dates, was again very much courted by them, 
and prefented with the rarities of feVeral countries j 
and the Duke of Holftein among the reft made him 
a prefent of a gallant fet of grey Friesland coach- 
horfes. With thefe he had amind to take the air 
in the Park , attended only with his fecretary 
' Tburloe and his guards. Being come into the Park , 
he would needs take the place of the coach-man ; 
and fo mounting the box, he began to la(h and 
drive them on very furioufly : But the horfes not us’d 
to fuch rough management, ran away, with full 
lpeed, and never flopp’d, till their driver was 
thrown with great violence out of- the box with 
which fall his piftol fir’d in his pocket, though he 
had the good fortune to receive no hurt. 

The par- I N the Abates upon the government, many 
liament things were laid, which gave great offence to the 
not for hu prote&or and his council, and made it plainly ap- 
^ urpofc ‘ pear, that the parliament were not inclinable to an- 
fwer their whole defire and expe&ation, and fall in 
with all they defign’d : Hereupon he grew very 
uneafy, till the five months allow’d for their fitting, 
by his own inftrument of government , (hould be ex- 
pir’d. And though the form of government, which 
they had agreed to, differ’d not in any material 
point, from that which himfelf had fet up, unlefs 
it were in referving the nomination of his fucceffor 
to the parliament j yet this one thing was thought 
very difagreeable to him, and forne of ^his coun- 
cil. However, the diffolution of this aflembly was, 
after much debate in council, refolv’d on ; and Iq 
the five months of their feflion, according to the 
foldiers account 'of twenty-eight days to the month, 
were no fooner ended, but the members on the 
2 2d of January were requir’d to attend him in 
the Painted- chamber, where he diflolved them with 
this moft tedious and intricate fpeech. 
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“ great meafure, known to me. anS^t* 

“ When I firft met you in this room, it was iolm 
“ to my apprehenfion the hopefulleft day that e- them * 

** ver mine eyes faw, as to the confederations of 
“ this world : For I did look at (as wrapt up in 
“ you, together with myfelf ) the hopes and the 
■* happinefs of ft ho* not of the greateft, yet ave- 
“ ry' great, and) the beft people in the world ; 

“ and truly and unfeignedly I thought fo ; as a 
“ people that have the higheft and cleareft profef- 
“ fion amongft them of the greateft glory (to wit) 

“ religion 5 as a people that have been like other 
“ nations, fome times up and fometimes down, in 
“ our honour in the world, and yet never fo low, 

“ but we might meafure with other nations *, and 
“ a people that have had a ftamp upon them from 
** God, God having (as it were) fumlmed all our 
“ former glory and honour, in the things that are 
“ of glory to nations, in an Epitome , within thefe 
“ ten or twelve years laft paft ; fo that we knew 
“ one another at home, and are well known a 1 - • 

“ broad. 

“ .And (if I be not very much miftaken) we 
“ were arriv’d (as I, and truly, as I believe, ma- 
“ ny others did think) at a very fafe port, where 
“ we might fit down, and contemplate the difpen* 

“ fations of* God, and our mercies not to have 
“ been like to thofe of the antients, who did make 
“ out their peace and profperity, as they thought* 

“ by their own endeavours ; who could not fay, 

“ as we, that all ours were let down to us from 
** God himfelf, whofe appearances and providences 
** amongft us are not to be out- match’d in any 
“ ftory. 

“ Truly this was our condition, and I know 

nothing elfe we had to do, fave. as Ifrael was 

“ com- 


“ Gentlemen, I perceive you are here as 1654. 
the boufe of parliament , by your fpeaker, whom s/ys J 
I fee here, and by your faces, -which are, in a ^. e ma j“* 
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M commanded, in that moil excellent Pfalm of 
M David, Pialm Ixxvih. ver. 4, 5, 6, 7. The things 
** we have beard and known, and oar fathers 
tc have told us, we will not bide them from their 
“ children, /hewing to the generation to come the 
** praife of the Lord, and bis ftrengtb , and bis won- 
** derful works which he bath done) for be eStabli/h’d 
** a teftmony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Ifrael, 
which be commanded oar fathers that they Jbould 
** make them known to their children, that the gene - 
** ration to come might know them, even the children 
** that Jhould be bom, who Jbould arife and declare 
“ them to their children , that they might fet their 
** hope in God, and wtt forget the works of God, but 
“ keep bis commandments. 

“ This, 1 thought, had been a long and a work 
“ worthy of England, whereunto you might have 
“ happily inritod diem, had you had hearts un- 
** to it. 

*.* You had this opportunity fairly deliver’d un- 
“ to you i and if a htftory fliall be written of thefe 
“ times, and of tranfa&ions, it will be (aid (it will 
not be denied) but that thefe things 1 have fpo- 
** ken are true. 

“ This Talent was put into your hands, and I 
“ (hall recur to that which I laid at die firft : I 
“ came with very great joy, and contentment, and 
“ comfort, the firft time 1 met you in this place *, 
“ but we and thefe nations are, for the prefent, 
4 * under fome difappointment. If I had purpos’d 
44 to have play’d the orator, which I did never 
** affeft, nor do, nor I hope lhall, l doubt not but 
** upon eafy fuppofitions, which I am perfuaded 
“ every one of you will grant, we did meet upon 
“ fuch hopes as thefe. 

“ I met you a fecond time here, and I confefi 
“ at that meeting 1 had much abatement of my 
“ hopes, tho* not a total fruftration. I confcfs, 
“ that that which dampt my hopes lb foon, was 

" fome- 
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** fomewhat that did look like a pari ride. It is 1654. 
“ obvious enough unto you, tnat the management vjryv/ 

“ of affairs did favour of a not-owning , too too 
“ much favour, I fay, of a not-owning the. authority 
“ that called you hither ; but God left us not with- 
“ out an expedient, that gave a fecond pojfibility. 

“ Shall I fay a poffibility? It feemed to me a pro- 
“ bability of recovering out of that dijjdtisfied con- 
“ dition we were all then in, towards fome mu- 
“ tuality of fattsfaSlton ; and therefore by that re- 
“ cognition fuiting with the indenture that return’d 
“ you hither, to which afterwards alfo was added 
“ your own declaration, conformable to, and in 
** acceptance of that expedient; whereby you had 
“ (tho’ with a little check) another opportunity 
“ renew’d unto you, to have made this nation as. 

“ happy as it could have been, if every thing 
“ had fmoothly run on from the firft hour of your 
“ meeting. 

“ And indeed (you will give me liberty of my 
“ thoughts and hopes) I did think, as I have for- 
“ merly found in that way that I have been enga- 
“ ged as a foldier, that fome affronts put upon 

** us, fome difafters at the firft have made way for 
“ very great and happy futcefies. 

“ And I did not at all defpond , but the flop put 
“ upon you, would in like manner have made 
** way for a bleffing from God, that that Inter - 
“ ruption being as I thought, necefiary to diveft 
** you from deftruftive and violent proceedings, 

**. to give time for better deliberations ; whereby 
“ leaving the government as you found it, you 
“ might have proceeded to have made thofe good 
** and wholefome laws which the people expected 
“ from you ; and might have anfwerd the grie- 
“ vances and fettled thofe other things proper to 
“ you as a parliament, and for which you would . 

“ have had thanks from all that intrufted you. 


** What 
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1654. ** What hath happen’d fxnce that time, I 

“ havemot taken publick notice of, as declining 
“ to intrench upon parliament privileges ; for furc 
•* I am, you will all bear me witnefs that from 
** your entering into the boufe upon the Recogm - 
“ tion, to this very day, you have had no manner 
“ of interruption or hindrance of mine, in pro- 
“ ceeding to that blefled iflue the heart of a good 
(( man could propofe to himielf, to this very day. 

“ You fee you hav me very much lock’d up, 
“ as to what you tranfafted among yourfelves, 
“ from that time to this ; but fomething I fhall 
“ take liberty to fpeak of to you. As I may not 
“ take notice what you have been doing, fo I think 
“ I have very great liberty to tell you that 1 do not 
** know what you have been doing: I do not know 
** whether you have been alive or dead : I have 
“ not once beard from you in all this time •, I have 
“ not, and that you all know : If that bf a fault that 
** I have not, furely it hath not been mine. 

“ If I have had any melancholy thoughts , and 
** have fat down by them, why might it not have 
“ been very lawful to me, to think that I was a 
“ perfon judg’d unconcern'd in all thefe bufenefees ? 

I can affure you, I have not reckon’d myfelf, 
“ nor did I reckon myfelf unconcerrld in you ; and 
“ fo long as any jujt patience could fupport my ex- 
“ peftation, I would have waited to the uttermoft 
“ to have receiv’d from you, the iflbes of your 
<c confultations aad refolutions ; I have been careful 
“ of your fafety, and the fafety of thofe that you re- 
** prefented, to whom I reckon myfelf a fervant, 

“ But what meflages have I difturb’d you with- 
“ al ? What injury or indignity hath been done or 
“ offer’d, either to your perfons, or to any pri- 
“ vileges of parliament., fence you fat ? I look at 
** myfelf as ftridtly oblig’d by my oath, fence your 
** xecognizing the government, in the authority of 
which you were call’d hither, and fat, to give 

you 
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** you all pofiible fecurity, and to keep you from 
** any unparliamentary interruption. 

** Think you I could not fay more upon this 
“ fubjeft, if I lifted to expatiate thereupon ? But 
“ becaufe my actions plead for me, I (hall fay no 
** more of this. 

** I say, 1 have been caring for you, your quiet 
** fitting, caring for your privileges (as I laid be- 
“ fore) that they might not be interrupted ; have 
“ been- feeking of God, feom the great God, a 
“ blejjing upon you, and a blejjing upon thefe na- 
** tions *, I have been confulting, if poffibly I 
** might in any thing promote, in my place, the 
“ real good of xKvs. parliament, of thehopefulnels 
“ of which 1 have faid fo much unto you. 

“ And 1 did think it fo be my bufinels, rather 
** to fee the utmoft iffue, and what God would 
“ produce by you, than unfeafonably to intermed- 
** die with you. But, as I faid before, I have been 
“ caring for you, and for the peace and quiet of 
** the nations, indeed 1 fiaVe, and that 1 (hall a lit- 
** tie prefently manifeft unto you. 

** And it leadeth me to let you know (bme- 
“ what that I fear, I fear will be thro’ fome in- 
“ terpretation, a little too juftly put upon you, 
** whllft you have been employ’d as you have been 
“ (and in all that time expreffed in the govern- 
** ment, in that government, I fay, in that govern- 
** ment) brought forth nothing that you yourfelves 
** can be taken notice of without infringement of 
“ your privileges: 

“ I will tell you fomewhat, that (if it be not 
“ news to you) I wilh you had taken very ferious * 
** confideration of*, if it be news, I wi(h I had ac- 
** quainted you with it fooner ; and yet if any 
** man will afk me why I did not, the realon is 
** given already, becaufe I did make it my bufi- 
“ nefs to give no interruption. 

U “ Thsr* 
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1654. • ** Therjs be fome trees that will not grow un- 
y*vv> “ der the fhadow of other trees •, there be fome 
** that chufe (a man may lay fo by way of allu- 
“ fion) to thrive under the Jbadow of other trees } 
“ I will tell you what hath thriven, 1 will not lay 
** what you have cberiJBd under your Jbadow, that 
“ were too hard. Inftead of the peace and fettle- 
“ ment, inftead of mercy and truth being brought 
“ together, rjgbteoufnefs and peace biffing each other , 
“ by reconciling the honed people of thefe na- 
“ tions, and fettling the woful diftempers that afle 
“ amongft us (which had been glorious things^ 
‘‘ and worthy of Chriftians to have propos’d) 
£* weeds and nettles , briars and thorns have thriven 
“ under your Jbadow. Diflettlement and divisions; 
“ difeontentment and diflat isfa&ion, together with 
“ real dangers to the whole, has been more mul- 
il tiplied within thefe five months of your fitting, 
** than in fome years before. 

** Foundations have been alfo laid for th6 
“ future renewing the troubles of thefe nations, by 
“ all the enemies of it abroad and at borne ; let not 
-** thefe words feem too fharp, for they are true, 
as any mathematical demnftrotions are or can be ; 
“ I fay, the enemies of the peace of thefe nations 
“ abroad and at home, the difeontented humours 
“ throughout thefe nations, which I think no man 
** will grudge to call by that name, or to make to 
“ allude to briars and thorns , they have nourifh’d 
“• themfelves under your Jbadow. 

“ And that I may be clearly underftood, they 
** have taken the opportunities from your fitting , 
f* from the hopes they had, which with eafycoA- 
“ jeiture they might take up, and conclude, that 
** there would be no fettletnent , and therefore they 
“ have framed their defigns, preparing for the ex- 
** ecution of them accordingly. 

Now whether (which appertains not to mb 
“ to judge of on their behalf) they had any occa- 

i fion 
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“ fion minifter’d for this, and from whence they 
“ had it, I lift not to make any fcrudny or fearch ; 
“ but I will fay this, I think they had them not 
“ from me, I am fure they had not v from whence' 
“ they had it, is not ray bufmefs now to dif- 
4 ‘ oourfe, but that they had, is obvious to every 
“ man’s fenfe. 

“ What preparations they have made to exe- 
“ cute in fuch a feafon as they thought fit to take 
•** their opportunity from, that I know (not as men 
“ know things by conjecture, but) by certain de- 
** monftrable knowledge, that they have been (for 1 
“ fbme time paft) furnifhing rhemielves with arms, 
nothing doubting but that they fhould have a 
“ day for it, and verily believing that whatfoever 
** their former difappointments were, they fhould 
have more done for them, by and from our own 
“ divtfions, than they were able to do for them- 
** felves. I doubt not, and I defire to be underftood 
“ fo, that in all I have to fay on this fubjeft, you 
** will take it that I have no refervation in my 
** mind to mingle things of guefs and fufpiciort 
“ with things of fall, but the things I am telling; 
“ urt faR, things of evident demonftration. 

“ These weeds , briars and thorns, they have 
“ been preparing, and have brought their defigns 
“ to feme maturity, by the advantages given to 
“ diem, asaforefaid, from your fitting and proceed- 
“ ings ; but by the waking eye- thiit watched over 
“ that caufe that God will blefs, they have been 
“ and yet are di/appoinled. And having mention'd 
“ that caufe , I fay, that flighted caufe , let me fpeak 
“ a few words in behalf thereof (tho* it may feem 
<l too long a digreffion :) Whofoever defpifeth it, 
** and will lay it is Non caufa pro caufa, the all- 
“ fearching eye before mention'd will find out 
“ that man, and will judge him, as one that re- 
“ gardeth not the works of God, nor the opera- 
Horn of his hands, for which God hath threaten'd 
U 2 “ that 
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“ that he will call men down, and not build them 
“ up i that becaufe he can dilpute, and tell us, 

“ be knew not where the cqufe begun, or where 
“ it is, but modelleth it according to his 'own in- 
“ telled, and fubmits not to the appearances of 
“ God in the world, therefore he life up his heel 
“ againft God, and mocketh at all his providences, . 

** laughing at the obfcrvations made up not with- 
“ out rea/bn and the fcriptures , but by the quick- 
“ ening and teaching fpirit, which gives life fo 
“ the other, calling fuch observations enthufiafms. 

“ Such men, I fay, no wonder if they fhimble 
“ and fall backward, and be broken, and inared, 

“ and taken, by the things of which they are fo 
** malicioufly and wilfully ignorant. • The fcrip- 
“ tures fay, The rod hath a voice, and he will 
“ make himfelf known, and he will make himfelf 
“ known by the judgments which he executeth j . 
** and do we not think he will, and does- by the 
** providences of mercy and kindnefs which he 
hath for his people, and for their juft liberties, 

** v/bom be loves as the apple of bis eye? Doth he 
** not by them manifeft himfelf ? And is he not 
** thereby alfo feen, giving kingdoms for them, giv- 
“ ing men for them, and people for their lives ? as 
“ it is in the 43d of Ifaiab . Is not this as fair a 
“ ledure, and as clear fpeaking, as any thing our 
“ dark reafon left to the letter of the fcriptures , 

“ can collect from them. By this voice has God 
“ fpoken very loud on the behalf of his people, by 
“ judging their enemie in the late war, ana refto- 
“ ring diem a liberty to worfhip with the freedom 
“ of their confidences , and freedom in their eftates 
“ and perjons, when they do fo. And thus we have 
“ found the caufe of God by the works of God, 

“ which are the teftimony of God, upon which rock 
“ whofoever j fplits, fhall fuffer fhipwreck. 

“ But it is our glory t ^nd it is mine, if I have 
‘f any in the world, concerning the intereft of thofe 

“that 
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** that have an inter eft in a better world : It is my 1654. 
“ gbry, that I know a caufe, which yet we have \/vs i 
“ not loft, but do hope we Ihall take a little plea- 
“ fure rather to Iofe our lives than lofe. But you 
“ will excufe this long digrelfion. 

“ I fay unto you, whilft you have been in the 
** midft of thefe tranfadions. , that party that cava- 
“ Her party (I could wilh fome of them had thruft 
“ in here to have heard what I fay) the cavalier 
“ party have been defining and preparing to put 
. “ this nation in blood again with a wftnefs ; but 
“ becaufc I am confident there are none of that 
“ fort here, therefore I Ihall lay the left to that ; 

** only this I muft tell you, they have been making 
“ great preparations of arms, and I do believe, will 
“be madeevident to you, that they have raked 
“ out many thoufands of arms , even-all that this 
“ city could afford, for divers months laft paft. 

“But it will be faid, May we not arm our- 
“ felves for the defence of our houfes ? Will any 
“ body find fault for that ? No, forthat, the rea- 
“ fon of their doing fo hath been as explicit, and 
“ under as clear proof, as the faft of doing fo, for 
“ which I hope, by the juftice of the land, fome 
“ will, in the face of the nation, anfwer it with 
“ their lives, and then the bufinels will be pretty 
** well out of doubt. 

“ Banks of money have been framing for thefe, 

•“ and other fuch like ufes •, letters have been iflued 
“ with privy feals, to as great perfons as moft are 
“ in the nation, for the advance of monies, which 
“ have been dif cover* d to us by the perfons them*- 
“ felves ; com millions for regiments of horfe and 
“ foot, and command of caftles, have been likewife 
“ given from Charles Stuart , fince your fitting $ 

“ and what the general infolences of that party 
“ have been, the honeft people have been fenfible 
“ of, and can very well teftify. 
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'■ ** lx hath not been only thus \ but as in a quin* 

“ zy or plurify , where the humour fixeth in ons 
“ part, give it fcope, it will gather to that place* 

“ to the hazarding of the whole ; and it is natural 
“ to do fo, till it deftroy nature, in thitperjon on 
?* whotnfoever this befals. 

/‘So likewife will thofe difeafes take accidental 
v caufes of aggravation of their diftemper ; and 
“ this was that which 1 did aflert, that they have 
“ taken accidental caufes, for the growing and in* 

“ creating of thofe diftempers, as much as would 
have been in the natural body, if timely remedy 
“ were not applied. And indeed, things were 
“ come to that pafs (in refpcft of which i IhaJl 
give you a particular account) that no mortal 
«* phytician, if the great phyficiafi had not ftept ' 
“ in, could have cured the diftemper. 

“ Shall I lay this upon your account, or my 
“ own? I. am fure I can lay it upon God's ac- 
•* count, that if he had not ftept in, the difeafe 
“ had been mortal and deftru&ive } and what is 
“ all this? Truly 1 muft needs fay, a company of 
** men, ftill like briars and thorns, and worfe, if 
“ worfe can be, of another fort than thofe before 
“ mention'd to you, have been, and yet are, en« 

“ deavqpring to put us into blood, and into con* 

“ fution, more defperate and dangerous confutioq 
“ than England ever yet law. 

“ And 1 muft fay, as when Gideon command* 
ed his Ion to fall upon Zeba and Zalmunna x and 
flay them, they thought it more noble to die by 
the hand of a man, than of a (tripling which 
“ fhews, there is fome contentment in the hand 
by which a man falls ; fo it is feme fatisfaftion, 

“ if a commonwealth muft perilh, that it perifh by 
“ men, ahd not by the hands of perfens differing 
** little from beads that if it muft needs fuffer. 


** it lhould rather differ from rich men, thanffotn 
poor men, who, as Solomon lays, when they op* 
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pre£s» they leave nothing behind them, but are 1654. 
“ as fweeping rain. wy 

“ Now, iuch as thefe alfo are grown up uo» 

“ der your fhadow. But it will be afked, what 
“ have they done ? I hope, tho’ they pretend the 
“ commonwealths intereft, they have had no enr 
“ couragement from you, but that as before, r gr 
“ ther taken it, than that you have adminifter’d 
“ any caufe unto them for io doing, from delays, 

“ from hopes that this parliament would not letr 
“ tie, from pamphlets, mentioning ftrange votes 
“ and refolves of yours, which I hope did abufe 
“ you. Thus you fee, whatever the grounds were 
“ thefe have been the effects. And thus I have 
“ laid thefe things before you, and others will be 
“ eafily able to judge how far you are concern'd. 

“ And what have thefe men done ? They have 
alfo labour’d to pervert where they could, and 
“ as they could, the honeft-meaning people of the 
“ nation ; they have labour’d to engage fome in 
“ the army j and I doubt, that not only they, but 
.** fome others alfo, very well known to you, have 
“ helped in this work of debauching ana dividing 
** the army > they have, they have i I would be 
“ loth to fay, who, where, and how, much more 
“ loth to fay, they were any of your own number, 

“ but I can jay, endeavours have been &’d to put 
“ the army into a diftemper, and to feed that 
“ which is the worft humour in the army, which 
“ tho’ it was not a mattering humour, yet thefe 
“ took their advantage from a delay of the fettle-- 
“ ment, and the pra&ices before mention’d, and 
**. Hopping to pay off the army, to run us into 
“ free quarter, and to bring us into the inconve- 
** niencies moft to be fear’d and avoided. 

** What if I am able to make it appear in 
fa<tt, that fome amongtt you have run into the • 
ft city of London to perfuade to petitions and ad- 
drefles to you for reverfing your own votes that 
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** you have palled ? Whether thefe praftices were 
“ in favour of your liberties, or tended to beget 
♦* hopes of peace and fettlement from you ; and 
“ whether debauching the army in England , as is 
“ before expreifed, and ftarving it, and putting it 
“ upon free quarter,' and occafipning ana necefli- 
<*■ tating the greateft part thereof in Scotland \ to 
**■ march 'into England ■, leaving the remainder 
** thereof to have their throats cut there, and 
“ kindling by the reft a lire in our own bofoms, 
“ were for the advantage of affairs here, let the 
“ world judge, 

“ This I tell you alio, that the correfpondency 
“ held with the intereft of cavaliers, by that 
“.party of men, called Levellers , and who call 
“ themfelves commonwealths- men ; whole declara- 
“ tions were framed to that purppfe, and ready 
** to be published at the time of their common 
“ riling, whereof we are poflefled ; and for which 
“ we have the confefiion of themfelves now in 
** cuftody ; who confels alfo they built their hopes 
“ upon the alTurance tfrey had of the parliament’s 
** not agreeing to a fetdement •, whether thefe 
“ humours have not nourilhed themfelves under 
** your boughs, is the fubjeft of my prefent dif- 
** courfe, and I think I lay not amifs if I affirm 
** it to be fo, 

“ And I muft fay it again, that that whkfr 
hath been their advantage, thus to raife diftur- 
“ bance, hath heen by the lofs of thole golden 
opportunities, that God had put into your hands 
** for fetdement. Judge you whether thefe things 
** were thus or no i when you firft fat down I am 
fl fure things were not thus j there was very great 
peace and fedatenefs throughput thefe nations, 
“ and great expedations of a fetdement, which | 
♦* remember’d to you at the beginning of -my 
f * Ipeech, and hoped that you would haveentered 
upon ypur bufinels as you found it. 
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“ There was a government in the pofleffion 1654. 
“ of the people, 1 lay a government in the pof- ✓W 
“ -feftion of the people, for many months, it hath 
“ now been exerciled near fifteen months ; and if 
“ it were needful that I'fhould tell you how it 
** came into their pofleffion, and how willingly 
**■ they received it j how all law and juftice were 
w diftributed from it, in every refpeft, as to life, . 

** liberty and eftate ; how it was owned by God, 

“ as being the difpenfation of his providence af- 
“ ter twelve years war, and fealed and witnefled 
“ unto by the people I fhould but repeat what I 
“ faid in my laft fpeech made unto you in this 
“ place, and therefore I forbear. 

** When you were enter'd upon this govern- 
“ ment, raveling into it (you know I took no no- 
“ tice what you were doing) if you had gone 
“ upon that foot of account, to have made fuch 
“ good and wholefome provifions for the good of 
“ the people of thefe nations, for the fettling of 
“ fuch matters in things of religion as would have 
** upheld and given countenance to a godly mini - 
** ftry, and yet would have given a juft liberty 
“ to godly men of different judgments, men of the 
** . fame raith with them that you call the orthodox 
“ mimftry in England^ as it is well known the In- 
** dependants are, and many under tho form of 
“ B/sptifm , who are found in the Faith\ only may 
“ perhaps be different in judgment in fome lefler 
matters, yet as true Cbriftians , both looking ' 

** at falvation only by faith in the blood of CbriSl t 
** men profefling the fear of Gdd, having recourfe 
“ to the name of God, as to a Jlrong tower j I fay, 

** you might have had opportunity to have fettled 
** peace and quietnefs amongft all profeffing godli- 
** nefs t and might have been inftrumental, if not 


to have healed the breaches, yet to have kept 
** the godly of all judgments from running one 
i* upofl another, and by keeping them from being 
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1654. M over-run by a common enemy, rendered diem 
** “d thde nations, bothfecure, happy, andwtH 
“ iatisfied. 

“ Ari thcfe things done? Or any thing to- 
“ wards them? Is there not yet upon the fpirus 
“ of men a ft range itch? Nothing will fatisfy 
** them, unlefa they can put their fingers upon 
“ their brethren! eonfcienees* to pinch them the**. 
“ To do this, was no part of the Cornell we had 
“ with the common adverfary •» for Religion was 
** not the thing at the firft contefted for •, but 
“ God brought it to that iffue at lad, and gave it 
“ in to us by way of Redundancy , and at laft k 
“ proved to be that which was mod dear to us; 
“ and wherein confided this, mom than in obtain- 
“ ing that liberty from the tyranny -of the Bijhoft , 
■** to all fpecie^ of Protefianh* to worlhip God ao- 
** cording to their own light and confidence ? For 
“ want of which, many of our brethren forfook. 
“ their native Countries , to feek their bread from 
** grangers, and to live in hooding Wildemeffes % 
“ and for which alfo, many that remained here, 
“ were imprifoned, , and otherwifo abufied, and made 
“ the fcom of the nation. 

“ Those that wetc found in the Faith , how 
“ proper was it for them to. labour for liberty* for 
“ a juft ‘liberty* that men fhould not be trampled 
“ upon for their confidences ? Had not they la*- 
“ bear’d but lately under the weight of perfecutions, 
“ and was it fit for them to fit heavy upon others.? 
“ Is it ingenuous to afk liberty, and not to give 
“ it? What greater hypocrify, than for thofe 
“ who were opprefied by the Bijhops * to become 
“ the greated opprcjjbrs themfelves, fo foon as 
“ their yoke was removed? I could wifti that they, 
** who call for liberty now alfo, had not too much 
“of that JpirU if the power were in their hands. 

“ As for profane perfons* blafphetners * fuch ss 
“ preach /edition* the contentious railert * evii fmh- 
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f* ers , who feek by evil words to corrupt -good 1654. 
* c manners , perfons of leofe converfiations ; pum/b- 
from the wvi/ magistrate ought to be meet 
** with them} bccaufe if theie pretended confci* 

** ence, yet walking di/orderly, and not according} 

“ but contrary to the Gofptl and even to- natural 
“ light, they are judged of all, and their fins be-/ , 

“ ing open, makes them fubjc&s of the met- 
“ gift rat/, s fword, tuba ought not to hear it in 
M vain. 

“ The difidpline of the army was fuch, that a 
“ man would not be fuffered to remain there, of 
“ whom we could take notice he was guilty of iuch 
“ practices as thefe : And therefore how happy 
** would England have been, and you, and I, if 
** the Lord had led you on to have fettled upon 
“ fiich good accounts as thefe are, and to have 
di/countenanced fuch practices as the other, and 
** left men in dijputable things free to- their own 
“ confidences , which was well provided for by the 
“ government , and liberty left to provide sgainft 
“ what was apparently evil ? 

“ Judge you, whether the coftfejling for things 
“ that were provided for by this government hadt 
“ been profitable expence or time for the good of 
“ theie nations ? By means whereof, you may fee 
“ you have wholly elapfed your . dme, and done 
“ juft nothing. 

“ I wiu fay this to you in behalf of the long 
parliament , that had fuch an expedient as this 
** government been propofed to them, and that 
“ they could have ieen the caufe of God thus 
“ provided for, and had by debates been enlight- 
**- ned in the grounds by which the difficulties 
“ might have been cleared, and the reafon of the 
‘‘ whole inforced, the circumftances of time and 
“ perfions , with the temper and difipofition of the 
** people, and affairs both abroad and at borne, 
when it was undertaken, well weighed fas well 
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1654. “ as they were thought to love their feats) T 
i/V>* 44 think in my confcience that they would have 
44 proceeded in another manner than you have 
44 done* and not have ezpofed things to thole 
“ difficulties and hazards they now are at, nor 
“ given occafion to leave the people lo dijfettled as 
“ now they are, who, I dare lay, in die foberefl, 

’ “ and molt judicious part of them, did expert, 
“ not a queftioning, but a doing things in purfu- 
** ance of the government j and, if I be not mif- 
“ informed, very many of you came up with this 
** fatisfaStion , having had time enough to weigh 
44 and confider the lame. 

“ And when I fay, fuch an expedient as this 
** government is, wherein I dare ailert there is a 
44 juft - liberty to the people of God, and the juft 
“ rights of the people in thefe nations provided 
44 for, I can put the iffue thereof upon the cleareft 
“ reafon, whatfoever any go about to fuggeft to 
44 the contrary. 

44 But this not being the time and place of 
44 fuch an averment , for fatisfaiSjtion fake herein, 
44 enough is faid in a book, entituled, A true ftate 
44 of the cafe of the commonwealth , (ftc. publilhed 
44 in January 1653. (And for myfelf, I deflrenot 
44 to keep it an hour longer than I may prelerve 
44 England in its juft rights , and may protest the 
44 people of God in fuch a juft liberty of their con- 
44 fciences, as I have already mentioned.) And 
44 therefore if this parliament have judged things 
44 to be otherwife than as I have ftated them, it had 
44 been huge friendlinefs between perfons that had 
44 fuch a Reciprocation , and in 10 great concern- 
44 meats to the publick, for them to have convinc'd 
44 me in what particulars therein my error lay, of 
44 which 1 never yet had a word from you. But 
44 if inltead thereof, your time has been fpent in 
44 fetling up fomewhat elfe upon another bottom 
44 than this ftands, that looks as if a laying grounds 
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*' of a quarrel had rather been defigned, than to 1654. 
** give the people fettlemcnt ; if it be thus,' k is 
“ well your labours have not arrived to any ma- . 

** turity at all. 

This government called you hither, the con- 
“ ftitution whereof being lb limited, a jingle per- 
“ fin and a parliament , and this* was thought moft 
“ agreeable to the general fenfe of the nation, 
having had experience enough by trial of -other 
“ conclufions, judging this moft likely to avoid 
“ the extremes of Monarchy on the one hand, 

** and Democracy on the other, and yet not to 
“ found dominium in gratia. And if fo, thencer- 
** tainl'y to make it more than a notion, it was 
“ requifite that it (hould be as it is in the govern- 
’ “ ment, which puts it upon a true and equal ba- 
“ lance. It has been already fubmitted to the ju- 
** dicious honeft people of this nation, whether 
“ the balance be not equal, and what their judg- 
“ ment is, is vifible by fubmijfton to it, by ailing 
“ upon it, by reft raining their truftees from med- 
“ dling with it *, and it neither afks nor* needs 
“ any better ratification. But when truftees in 
** parliament fhall by experience find any evil in 
“ any parts of the government , referred by the 
“ government itfelf to the confideration of the Pro- 
** teftor and Parliament (of which time itfelf will 
“ be the beft difcovcrer) how can it be realonably 
“ imagin’d, . that a perfon or perfons coming' in 
. “ by eleilion , and (landing under fuch Obligations , 

(< and fo limited , and fo necelfitated by oath to go- 
“ vern t for the people’s good, and to make their 
“ love, under God, the beft under-propping, and 
“ his beft intereft to him } how can it, I fey, be 
. “ imagin’d that the prefent or fucceeding Pro- 
“ te&qrs will refufe to agree to alter any fuch 
“ thing in the government that may be found to 
“ bo for the good of the people, or to recede from 
** any thing which he might be convinced calls the 

** ba- 
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1654. “ balance too much to the Angle perfbn ? And 
“ although for the prefent, the keeping up, and 
“ having in his power cho militia, deems the moft' 
“ hard, yet if it fhould be yielded up at fuch a 
“ time as this, when there is as much need to keep 
“ this caufe by it (which is moft evidently at 
“ this time impugned by all the enemies of it) as 
“ there was to get it, what would become of all ? 
“ Or if it fhould not be equally placed in him 
“ and the parliament , but yielded up at any time, 
“ it determines his power, either for doing the 
“ good he ought, or hindering parliaments from 
“ perpetuating themfelves, or from impofing what 
religions they pleafe on the confciences of men, 

• “or what government they pleafe upon the nation, 

*• thereby fubje&ing us to dijfettlement in every 
“ parliament , and to the defperate confequences 
“ thereof i and if the nation fhall happen to fall 
“ into a blefled peace, how eafily and certainly 
** will their charge be taken oft, and their forces 
“ be difbanded, and then where will the danger 
“ be to have the militia thus ftated ? 

“ What if I fhould fay, if there fhould be a 
** difproportion or difequality as to the power, it 
“ is on the other hand ? And if this be fo, where- 
“ in have you had caufe to quarrel ? What de- 
** monftrations have you held forth to fettle me 
to your opinion ? Would you had made me fo 
“ happy as to let me have known your grounds. 
“ I have made a free and ingenuous confeffion of 
“ my faith to you, and could have wifhed it had 
“ been in your hearts to have agreed that fome 
- “ friendly and cordial debates might have been 

“ towards mutual convi&ion ; was there none 
“ amongft you to move fuch a thing? No fitnefi 
“ to liften to it ? No defire of a right underftand- 
“ ing ? If it be not folly in me to liften to town- 
“ talk, fuch things have been propofed, and re- 
“ jefted with ftifinefs and ft Verity, once -and 

“ again i 
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•* agaid > was it not likely to have been more ad* j 654* 
vantagious to the good of this nation ? I will 
“ iky this to you for myfelf, and to that 1 have 
♦*, my eonfcience as a thou&nd witnefies, and I have 
“ my comfort and contentment in it. and I tave 
u the witneis of divers here, that I think truly 
“ fcorn to own me in a lye, that 1 would not have 
** been averfe to any alteration, of the good of. 

“ which I might have been convinc’d, although I 
“ could not have agreed to the taking it off the 
“ foundation on which it ftands, viz. e acceptor 
u turn and confetti of the people. 

“ I wi ll not prefage what you have been about* 

“ or doing in all this time , nor do I love to make 
conjectures ; but 1 mull: tell you this, that as I 
“ undertook this gover n ment in the fimplkky of 
** my heart, and as before God, and to do the 
“ part of an honed: man, and to be true to the 
“ intereft which in my eonfcience is dear to many 
“ of you (though it is not always underftood whet 
“ God in his wifdom may hide from us, as to 
" peace and fettlement) fo I can lay that no pat*- 
“ ticular intereft, either of my felf % eft ate , honour , 

“ or family , are, or have been prevalent with me to 
“ this undertaking. ' 

“ Foa if you had upon the old government 
“ offer'd to me this one thing * 1 {peak, as thus 
** advifed, and before God, as having been to 
** this day of this opinion, and this hath been my 
“ conftant judgment , well known to many that 
“ hear me fpeak j if this one thing had been in<- 
“ ferted, that one thing, that this government 
“ Ihould have been, and placed in my family 
“ hereditary , I would have rejected it, * and I 
“ could have done no other, according to my 


* ' K _ 4* ' 

# * Ludlm obferves here, that in this he flattered the ambir 
tion of major-general Lambert , and kept him in expedition 
of fucceedrag him, and fa fecnrtd his affiftance in carrying on 
-2ua dftfignn. * 
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1654^ “ prefelt confcience and light. I will tell you my 
“ reafon, though 1 cannot tell what God will do 
** lyith me, nor you, nor the nation, for throw- 
** ing away precious opportunities committed to 
“us. 

“ This hath been my principle, and I liked 
“ it when this government came fird to be pro-; 
“ poled to me, that it put us off that hereditary 
“ way, well looking, that as God had declared 
“ what government ne had delivered to the Jews, 
“ and placed it upon fuch perfons as had been in- 
“ ftrumental for the conduit and deliverance of 
“ his people} and confidering that promife in 
*• Jfaiab , that God would give rulers as at the 
“ firft, and judges as at the beginning ; I did not 
“ know, but that God might begin, and though 
“ at prefent with a moft unworthy perfon, yet as 
“ to the future, it might be after this manner, 
“ and 1 thought this might ulher it in. Iamfpeak- 
“ ing as to my judgment againft making it heredi- 
“ /ary, to have men chofen for their love to God, 
“ and to truth and juftice , and not to have it 
“ hereditary ; for as it is in Ecelefiaftes , Who know- 
“ etb whether be may beget a fool or wife , honed or 
“ not ? Whatever they be mud come in upon that 
“ account, becaufe the government is made a pa- 
“ trimony. 

“ And this I do perhaps declare with tpo 
“ much eamefinefs , as being my own concernment , 
“ and know not what place it may have in your 
“ hearts , and of the good people in the nation } 
“ but however it be, 1 have comfort in this ifiy 
** truth and plainnefs. 

“ I have thus told you my thoughts, which 
“ truly I have declared to you in the fear of God, 
“ as knowing he will not be mocked, and in the 
“ drength of God, as knowing and rejoicing that 
“ 1 am kept in my fpeaking, efpedally, when I 

do not form or frame things without the com- 

“ pais 
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** pafs of integrity , and honefty, that my own con- 
“ fcience gives me not the lye to what I fay, and 
*• then’ in what I fay I can rejoice. 

“ Now to fpeak a word or two .to you, of that 
“ I muft profefs in the name of the fame Lord, 
“ and with that there had been no caufe that I 
“ fhould have thus fpoken to you ; and though I 
** have' told you, that I came with joy the firjt 
“ time, with fome regret the fecond , that now I 
“ fpeak with moft regret of all. 

“ 1 look upon you, as having among you ma- 
“ ny perfons, that I could lay down my life indi- 
“ ' vidually for *, I could, through the grace of God, 
“ defire to lay down my life for you : So far am I 
“ from having an unkind or unchriftian heaft to- 
** wards you, in your particular capacities. , 

“ I have indeed, as a work moll incurn- 
“ bent upon me, confulted what might be my 
** duty in fuch a day as this, cafting up all confide- 
“ rations : I muft confefs, as I told you, that I 
“ did .think occafionally this nation hath fuffered 
“ extremely in the refpedts mentioned, as alio in 
“ the dif appointments of their expectations of that 
“ juftice that was due to them by your fitting thus 
“ long i and what have you brought forth ? 

“ I did not, nor cannot apprehend what it is, 
** (I would be loth to call it a fate, that were too 
“ paganijh a word) but there is fomething in it, 
“ that we have not our expectations. 

“ I did think alfo for myfelf, that I am like 
“ to meet with difficulties , and that this nation 
“ will not (as it is fit it fhould not) be deluded 
“ with pretexts of neceffity in that great bufinefs 
“ of railing of money ; and were it not that I can 
“ make fome dilemma's upon which to refblve 
“ fome things of mv confcience, judgment , and a£li- 
“ ons, I fhould fink at the very profpeft of my 
“ encounters-, fome of them are general, fome are 
more fpecial, fuppofing this caufe, or this bufe- 
X “ nefs 
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1654. “ nefs muft be carried on: Either it is of God-, or 
“ of fM« ; if it be of «<*«, I would I had never 
<* touched it with a finger *, if I had not had h 
** hope fixed in me, that this caufe , and this fa- 
** yfof/i is of God, I would many years ago have 
“ run from it. If it be of God, he will bear it up. 
*' If it be of man, k will tumble, as every thing 
** that hath been of man, fince the world began, 
“ hath done. And what are all our biftories and 
** .other traditions of actions in former times, but 
“ God manrfefting himfelf that he hath Jhaken and 
“ tumbled down, and trampled upon , every thing 
“ that he hath not planted ? And as this is, fo the 
“ all-wile God deal with it. 

“ If this be of human ftru&ure and invention, 
** and it be an old plotting and contrivance to bring 
“ things to this iffue , and they are not the births of 
** providence, then they will tumble. But .if the 
“ Lord take pleafure in England, and if he will do 
** us good, he is able to bear us up ; letthedifficulties 
“ be whatifoever they will, we mall in his ftrength 
“ be able to encounter with.them. And I blels God 
** I have been inured to difficulties, ‘ and I never 
“ found God failing when I trufted in himj I can 
“ laugh and fing in my heart when I fpeak of rhele 
** things to you, or elfewhere. And though lome 
** may think it is an hard thing without parliament 
“ tary authority to raife money upon this nation ; yet 
“ I have another argument to the good people of 
“ this nation, if they would be fafe, and have no 
“ better principle •, whether they prefer the having 
** of their will, tho* it be their aejiruftion, rather 
“ than comply with things of neceflity ; that will 
“ excufe me ; but I (hould wrong my native coun- 
“ try to fuppofe this. 

“ For I look at the people of thefe nations, as 
“ the bleffing of the Lord, and they are a people 
“ blefied by God. They have been lo, and thev 
“ will be fo, by reafon of that immortal feed, which 

hath 
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** hath been, and is among them, thole regene- 1 654. 
“ rated ones in the land, of feveral judgments, iyvsrf 
“ who are all the flock of Chrift and -lambs of 
“■ Chrift, tho’ perhaps under many unruly paflionsi 
“ and troubles of fpirits,' whereby they giye difqui- 
“ et to themfelves and others } yet they are not 
“ fo to God, as to us ; he is a God of other pa- 
“ tience, and he will own the leaft of truth in the 
** hearts of h js people ; and the people being the 
** blelfing of God, they will not be fo angry, but 
** they will prefer their lafety to their paflions, 

“ and their real fecurity to forms, when neceflity 
“ calls for fupplies ; had' they not been well ac- 
“ quainted with this principle, they had never 
“ feen this day of gofpel-liberty. 

“ But if any man lhall obje< 5 t, it is an ealy 
** thing to talk of neceflities, when men create ne- 
ceflities i would not the Lord Proteftor make 
“ himfelf great, and his Family great ? doth not 
“ he make thefe neceflities? and then he will 
** come upon the people with this argument of 
**. neceflity. 

This were Ibmething hard indeed, but, I 
“ have not yet known what it is to make neeefli- 
** ties, whatsoever the judgments or thoughts of 
** men are. And I fay this, not only to this af- 
“ fembly, but to the world, that that man liveth 
** not, that can come to me, and charge me that 
“ I have in thefe great revolutions made neceflities : 

“ I challenge even all that fear God ; and as God 
** hath faid. My glory I will not give unto another ; 

“ let men take heed, and be twice advis’d, how 
“ they call his revolutions, the things of God, and 
“ his working of things from one period to ano- 
“ ther, how, I fay, they call them neceflities of 1 
“ mens creation ; for by fo doing, they do vilify 
“ and leflen the works of God, and rob him of his 
“ glory, which he hath faid, he will not give utt- 
“ to another , nor fuflfer to be taken from him. 

X a “ W« 
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1654. “ We know what God did to Herod when he was 
V^W “ applauded, and did not acknowledge God ; and 
• •“ God knoweth what he will do with men, when 
“ they lhall call his revolutions human defigns, 
“ and fo detract from his glory, when they have 
“ not been forecaft, but fudden providences in 
“ things, whereby carnal and worldly men are 
** enraged, and under, and at which many, (I fear, 
“ fome good) have murmured and repined, be- 
“ caule difappointed of their miftaken fancies ; 
“ but ftill they have been the wife difpofings of 
“ the Almighty, though inftruments have had 
“ their pailions and frailties ; and I think it is an 
“ honour to God to acknowledge the neceflities to 
“ have been of God’s impofing, when truly they 
“ have tSeen fo, as indeed they have, when we 
“ take our fin in our actings to ourfelves ; and 
“ much more fafe, than to judge things lo con- 
“ tingent, as if there were not a God that ruled 
“ upon earth. 

“We know the Lord hath poured this nation 
“ from veffel to veffel, till he poured it into your 
“ lap, when you came firft together : I am confi- 
“ dent, that it came fo into your hands, was not 
“ judged by you to be from counterfeited or 
“ feign’d neceffity, but by divine providence and 
“ difpenfation. And this I fpeak with more ear- 
“ neftnefs, becaufe I fpeak for God, and not for 
“ men ; I would have any man to come and tell 
“ oif the tranfadlions that have been, and of thofe 
“ periods of time, wherein God hath made thefe 
“ revolutions , and find where they can fix a feigned 
“ neceflity. 

“ I could recite particulars, if either my 
“ ftrength would fervc me to fpeak, or yours to 
“ hear 5 if that you would revolve the great hand 
•“ of God in his great difpenfations, you would 
“ find that there is fcarce a man that Fell off at any 
“ period of time when God had any work to do, 

“ that 
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** that can give God or his work, at this day, a 
“ good word. 

“ It was, iay fome, the cunning of the Lord 
** Protestor (I take it to myfelf) it was the craft 
“ of fuch a man, and his plot, that hath brought 
“ it about. And as they fay in other countries, 
“ there are five or fix cunning men in England that 
** have Jkilly they do all thefe things : Oh what 
“ blafphemy is this! becaufe men that are without 
“ God in the world, and walk not with him, and 
“ know not what it is to pray , or believe , and to 
“ receive' returns from God, and to be fpoken unto 
“ by the fpirit of God, who fpeaks without a writ- 
“ ten word fometimes, yet according to it: God 
“ hath fpoken heretofore in divers manners , let 
** him fpeak as he pleafeth. Hath he not given 
“ us liberty ? Nay, is it not our duty to go to the 
“ law and to the tejlimonies , and there we lhall find 
** that there have been impreffions in extraordi- 
“ nary cafes, as well without the written word as~ 
“ with it •, and therefore there is no difference in 
“ the thing thus afierted from truths generally re- 
“ ceiv’d, except we will exclude the Spirit, with- 
“ out whofe concurrence all other teachings are 
“ ineffectual. He doth fpeak to the hearts and 
“ confciences of men, and leadeth them to his 
“ law and teftimonies, and there he fpeaks to them, 
and lo gives them double teachings, according 
“ to that of Job, God fpeaketh once , yea twice \ and 
“ that of David, God bath fpoken once , yea twice 
** have I beard this. Thole men that live upon 
“ their Mumpfimus and Sumpfimus, their Maffes 
**' and Service-books , their dead and carnal worlhip, 
“ no marvel if they be Jlrangers to God, and the 
“ works of God, and to Jpiritual difpenfations. And 
“ becaufe' they fay and believe thus, muff we do 
“ fo too ? We in this land have been othprwife in- 
“ ftru&ed, even by the word, and works, and Spirit 
of God. 
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“ To lay that «<;« bring forth thefe things, when 
** God doth them, judge you if God will bear this. 

“ I with that every fober heart, tho* he hath had 
•* temptations upon him of deferring this caufe of 
** God, yet may take heed how he provokes, and 
“ falls into the bands of the living God t by fuch blaf- 
“ phemies as thefe, according to the 10 th of the 
Hebrews, If we fin wilfully after that we have re- 
** caved the knowledge of the truth , there remains no 
** more facrifice fir fin ; (It was fpoken to die Jews , 

“ that having profefled Chrift apoftatized from 
“ him) what then ? nothing but a fearful falling . 
“ into the hands of tlx living God. 

“ They that lhall attribute to this or that per- 
** fin the contrivances and production of thofe 
4 * mighty things God hath wrought in the midft 
4< of us, and that they have not been the revolu- 
“ tions of Chrift himfelf, upon whole /boulders the 
** government is laid,- they fpeak againft God, and 
** they fall under his hand without a Mediator ; 

** that is, if we deny the Spirit of Jefus Chrift the 
“ glory of all his works in the world, by Which 
“ he rules kingdoms, and doth administer , and is 
** the rod of his ftrength, we provoke the Media- 
** to'r * and he may fay. I’ll leave you to God, L’U 
** not intercede for you, let him tear you to pieces; 

“ I’ll leave thee to fall into God’s hands, thou de- 
“ nieft me my fovereignty and power committed 
“ to me j I'll not intercede nor mediate for thee, 

** thou falleft into the hands of die living God. 

“ Therefore whatfoever you may judge men for, 

4( and fay, this man is cunning, and politick, and 
t “ fubtil, take heed, again I fay, how you judge 
“ of his revolutions , as the products of mens inven- 
“ tions. 

** I m a y be thought to prefs too much upon-this 
** theme, but I pray God it may ftick upon your 
hearts and mine. The worldly minded man knows 
nothing of this, but is a granger to it ; and be- 

“ caufe 
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** caufe of this is his atbeifm and murnturipg at **- 1654. 
“ Jiruments, yea, repining at God bimfelf \ and no UOTV 
wonder, confidering the Lord hath done fuch 
“ things amongft us as have not been known in 
“ the world thefe thouland years, and yet not- 
“ withftanding is not owned by us. 

“ There is another neceffity which you have 
“ put upon us, and we have not fought ; I appeal 
“ to God, angels, and men, if I Iball raife money 
** according to the article in the government, which 
“ had power to call you hither, and did, and in- 
“ Head of feafonable providing for the army, you 
“ have laboured to overthrow t\it government, and 
“the army is now uppn free quarter , and you would 
“ never lo much as let me hear a tittle from you 
“ concerning it ; where is the fauk ? Has it not 
“ been as if you had had a purpofe to put this ex- 
“ tremity upon us and the nation ? I hope this 
“ was not in your minds, I am not willing to judge 
“ lb ; but this is the ftate unto which we are rer 


“ duced : By the defigns of fome in the army, who 
“ are now in cuflody, it was de/tgn'd to get as many 
“ of them as they could, through difcontent for 
“ want of money, the army being in a barren coun- 
“ try, near thirty weeks behind in pay, andupon 
other fpecious pretences, to march for. England' 
“ out of Scotland , and in difcontent to feize their 
“ general there, a faithful and honeft man, that fb 
another might head the army'; and all this op- 
“ portunity taken from your delays; whether will 
“ this be a thing of feigned neceffity ? What could 
“ it fignify but that the army are in difcontent al- 
“ ready, and we’ll make them live uppn Jlones, 
** we’ll make them caft off their governors and dif- 
“ cipline ? What can be faid to this ? I lift not to 
“ unfaddle myfelf, and put the fault upon others 
** Backs ; whether it hath been for the good of 
“ England, whilft men have been talking of this 
♦♦ thing or the Other, and pretending liberty, and 
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u a many good words, whether it hath been as it 
“ fhould have been? I am confident you cannot 
“ think it has, the nation will not think fo. And 
“ if the word fhould be made' of things, I know 
not what the Cornifb-men , or the LincolnJhire-me$ 
“ may think, or other counties, but I believe they 
“ will all think they are not fafe. A temporary 
“ fufpenfion of caring for the greateft liberties ana 
“ privileges (if it were fo, which is denied) would 
“ not have been of that damage, that the not pro- 
“ viding againft free quarter hath run the nation 
** upon. And if it be my liberty to walk abroad 
** ;in the fields , or to take a journey , yet it is not 
“ my wij'dom to do fo when my bouje is on fire . 

“ I have troubled you with along fpeecb , and 
** I believe it may not have the fame refentment 
** with all that it hath with fome 5 but becaufe 
“ this is unknown to me, I fhall leave it to God, 
“ and conclude with that, that -I think myfelf 
“ bound in my duty to God, and the people of 
• ** thefe nations, to their fafety and good in every 
“ refpeft ; I think it my duty to tell you, that \t 
** is not for the profit of thefe nations, nor for com- 
** mon and publick good, for you to continue here 
** any longer •, and therefore I do declare untp 
“ you. That I do dijfolve this parliament .** 


Chap. V. 

prom the dijfolution of his fecond Parlia- 
ment, to the meeting of bis third Par- 
liament. 

T HUS the Protestor in great difpleafure, and 
in this upbraiding manner, parted with his 
fecond parliament ; which as it increas’d the indig- 
nation of the Republicans, fo it gave great eneou- 
fagetnent tq the Royalifts, to go on with the do- 
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figns they had now' on foot *, fa that both parties* 1654. 
for King and Common- wealth, were in rage, and 
plots, and arms againft him, though by Oliver’s 
good policy and extraordinary intelligence, their 
dcfigns were crulh’d before they could bring them 
to any maturity. Major John Wildman , a noted Wildman't 
commonwealth’s-man, whom the Protestor had <fccl«d- 
expell’d the houfe at the firft opening of the feffion, on * 
was feiz’d with a paper diftated by him, intided, 

9 T>e declaration of the free and well- affected people of 
England; now in arms againft the tyrant Oliver 
Cromwell, Efq\ and beginning thus : “ Being fa- 
“ tisfy’d in our judgment and confciences of the 
“ prefen t necelfity to take up arms for the defence 
“ of our native rights and freedoms, which are 
“ wholly invaded and fwallowed up in the pride 
“ and ambition of Oliver Cromwell , who calls him- 
“ felf Lord Proteftor of England , who hath ren- 
“ der’d all Englijhmen no letter than his vaflals, 

“ &c” But this man, contrary to the expectation 
of all his friends, who thought of nothing but his 
death, was after a fhort imprilonment dilcharged 
and fet at full liberty. The Protestor at the fame 
time us’d all imaginable arts to fecure himfelf, and 
prevent a univerfal odium : He pay’d the fleet and 
army well, and difcharg’d all officers whofe fide- 
lity he fufpeCted ; carried it very fair with the city 
of London , giving them the power of their own 
militia, under their old leader major-general Skip* 
pon , treating them and accepting of treats from 
them ; eas’d the common people of fome cuftoma- 
ry burdens, and fome part of their taxes j and us’d 
. in indefatigable diligence and unbounded expence 
in procuring intelligence, and early crufhing all 
defigns againft him. So that though his mother 
(yho dy’d this year, and was buried with extraor- 
dinary pomp and fblemnity) was in continual fear 
of her fon’s life, and when fhe heard any gun go 
pff, wpuld cry out that her fon was /hot, and could 

not 
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1654. not be eafy without feeing him fafe once or twice 
a day i and though a thoufand of his enemies did 
really believe, that killing him would be no* mur- 
der, yet he had the good fortune to efeape all 
dangers. 

The Cavalier plot was (till on foot, which the 
Prote&or had a jealoufy was countenanc'd by the 
parliament ■, ahd he gave out that to be a caufe of 
his diffolving them. The projeft was* to have fe- 
deral parties rife together in fevcral parts of the 
nation, about the beginning of March ; and though 
upon the private intelligence the Protestor had re- 
ceiv'd, feveral perfons were apprehended, and ma- 
ny arms feiz'd, yet it was Hill refolved to attempt 
Something. To this end, a cart-load of arms was 
brought to the place of rendezvous for the northern 
parts, where 'twas reported the confpirators were 
to be headed by Wilmot Earl of Rocbefter. But be- 
ing fomewhat alarm'd at their firft meeting, and 
apprehenfive of the regular forces falling upon 
them before they ware fufficiently prepar'd, they 
difpers'd themfelves, leaving their arms behind 
them. The defign was not fo foon over in. the 
weft, where Sir Jofepb Wagjlaff, colonel Penrud- 
iock , captain Hugh Grove , Mr. Jones, and other 
perfons of condition, entered Salijbury with a body 
of two hundred horfe well arm'dj expecting there 
to have their numbers daily augmented. It was 
the time of the affizes, and they came thither a- 
bout five o’clock in the morning \ where, having 
prodaim’d the King, they feiz'd the judges, Rous 
and Nicolas , and took away their com millions. 
They alfp feiz’d the fherifF j and IVagfiaff was for 
hanging all three of them ; but others not agreeing 
to it, they were at laft fet at liberty. Their forces 
not at all anfwering their firft expectations, they 
retired to Dog-town, and from thence march'd'as 
far as Blanford in Dorfetjbire , where mod men 
look’d upon them as flying, feveral of their own 

party 
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party Healing from them as fail as others came to 1654. 
them $ and thofe who continued with them, did 
i o rather to iecure themfelves and obtain better 
conditions, than from any expectation of fuccefs 
in their undertaking. Captain Union Crook , hav- 
ing intelligence of their motions, purfu'd them in- 
to Devon/hire , and at South- Molton fell upon them They are 
and totally defeated them : Moft of them were fopp^’d* 
taken prifoners, and amongft them Penruddock, 

Grove , and Jones ; Jffagftaff, Mafon , and Mompef- 
Jbn narrowly efcaping. Penruddock and Grove were 
beheaded at Exeter, and others were hang’d in that , 
city ; feme of them were Tent to Salijbury ; the place 
where they hid fo lately triumph’d, and there try’d 
and executed; and many were tranfported to the 
Weft- Indies. Thus thefe infurreClions, which at 
firft feem’d to threaten the whole kingdom, expir'd 
for the prefent, and th$ ProteCtor was fecur’d with- 
out the help of his army. 

This plot, which was laid to ruin the Prote- 
stor, prov’d in the iffueof great advantage to him, 
advanc’d his credit, and ferv*d to confirm his au- 
thority the more. It clear'd him of the reproach 
. of inventing plots himfelf for an excufe and pre- 
tence to continue fuch numerous forces in pay; 
and that little fuccefs the King's party met with, 
was judg'd a good proof that there was not yet fuf- 
ficient force for the fafety and quiet of the king- 
dom. From hence he took occafion, with the ad- The 
vice of his council, to make an order, “ That all *LL 2 
“ who had born arms for the King, or had de- ’ 

“ clar'd themfelves -to be of his party, fhould be 
“ decimated , or pay a tenth part of their eftates, 

“ to fupport the charge of fuch extraordinary forces, 

“ as their turbulent and feditious practices oblig'd 
“ him to keep up;” the ProteCtor declaring, 

That the charge fhould be lend upon thofe who bad oc- 
tafiOitd it , and not upon, the boneft party , t oho bad 
jdreadj been fo much fufferers. Commiffioners were 
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appointed in every county for this purpofe \ and 
by this means incredible Turns of money were brought 
into the Protedor’s coffers. He likewife commit- 
ted to prifon many of thofe whom he fufpe&ed, 
as the, Earl of Oxford , the Lords Willoughby of Par - 
bam, Newport, and Compton •, Littleton , Peyton , 
Packington , Afhburnbam , Rujfel, Legg , Philips , Hal- 
fey , and feveral others. He had alfo a very watch- 
ful eye over the Republicans, and Fifth-monarchy 
men, and gave Monk orders to feize major-general 
Overton , major Bramjlone , HMms , and other officers. 
Overton was fent up to London and committed to 
the Tower, and his regiment given to colonel Mor- 
gan, colonel Okefs to the lord Howard, and comet 
Joyte, now colonel, was likewife cafhier’d. And 
finally, to provide for all inconveniences, as well 
amongfi the people as in the army, he divided 
England , as 5 1 were, into fo mpny cantons, over 
each of which he placed one called by the name 
of major-general ; which major-generals were in, the 
nature of prefe&s or governors of province?. Thefe 
men were to have the infpedion and government 
of the inferior commiffioners in every county, to 
commit to prifon all fuch perfons as they fufpeded, . 
to levy all moneys which were order’d by his High- 
nels and his council to be collected for the pub- 
lick, to fequefter all who did not pay their deci- 
mation, and to put in execution fuch farther dire- 
ctions as they fhould receive ; and there was no 
appeal from any of their ads, but to the Prote- 
Ctor himfelf. Their names and feveral divifions 
were as follow : Colonel Kelfey was major-general 
for Kent and Surry ■, colonel Goffe for Sujfex, Hamp- 
fbire , and Berkjhire ; colonel Dejborougb for Glou- 
cefterfhire , Wiltjhire, Dorfetjhire, Somerfetjbire , De- 
von/hire, and Cornwall ; lieutenaht-general Fleet- 
wood for Oxfordjhire, Buckingbamjhire , Hertford- 
Jhire, Cambridgejhire , EJfex, Suffolk , and Norfolk i 
major-general Skippon for the city of London ; com* 

tnifiary* 
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miflary-general Whaley for Lincoln/hire, Not ting-' 1655. 
ham/hire , Derbyjhire , ' Warwickjhire, and Lcicefter- 
Jhire \ major Butler for Nortbamptonjhire, Bedford - 
J hire , Rutland , and HuntingtonJhire\ colonel Berry for 
Worcefterjhire , Hereford/hire, Sbropfhire , and iVorfi- 
; colonel Whortley for Cbefhire, Lancajhire 
and Staffordjhire ; major-genera! Lambert for 2 or£- 
Durham , Cumberland , Weftmoreland, and Afor- ■ 
tbumberland ; and colonel Barkftead for the city of 
Weftminfter, and Middlefex. 

These major-generals carry’d things with a 
very high hand, decimating whom they pleas’d, in- 
terrupting the proceedings at law, upon petitions 
of thofe who thought themfelves aggriev’d, and 
threatning fuch as would not readily fubmit to 
their orders with tranlportation to the Weft-Indies. 

A certain farmer in Berkjhire, being requir’d to Story of t 
pay his tenth, alk’d the commiflioners, in cafe he farmer of 
did lb, Wbat fecurity be Jhould have for tbe other Bnijbtrt. 
nine parts ; and it being anfwer*d, That be Jhould 
have the Protestors order and theirs for the enjoy- 
ment of tbe reft ", he reply’d, That he had already 
an all of - Parliament for the whole , which be could 
not but think to be as good fecurity as they could give : 

But , faid he, if Goodman fueb-a-one and fueb-a^one 
(naming two of his neighbours) will give me their 
bond for it, I know what to fay to fucb a propofal ; 
for if they break their agreement , I know where to 
right myfelf-, but thefe fword-men are too ftrong for me. 

About this time alio, the Protestor having laid Of on« 
Ibme extraordinary tax upon the city, one Cony, 
who had formerly ferv’d him in bringing about his pj y taX€S 
defigns, pofitively refufed to pay his lhare, and to Crom- 
vehemently diffuaded others from complying with 
it : Hereupon the Proteftor fent for him, and put 
him in mind of the old friendlhip that had been 
between them, telling him, That of all men be did 
not expeSl this oppofition from him , in a matter that 
Was fo'necejfary for the good of tbe commonwealth. 

Cony 
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1655. C°*y in’ return remember’d him, how great an e- 
nemy he had exprels’d himfelf to fuch grievances, 
and how he had declared. That aU who fubmitted 
to fay illegal taxes , were greater enemies to their 
country than they win/ impofed them and that the ty- 
ranny of princes could never be grievous , but by the 
tamenefs and Jlupidity of the people. When the Pro- 
testor law he could not bring him over, he told 
him. That he bad a will as ftubborn as bis, and be 
, would try which of them two fhould be mafter ; and 
thereupon committed him to prifon. As foon as 
the term came on, the priioner brought his Habeas 
\ Corpus in the King's Bench , then called the Upper- 
Bench. Maynard , Twifden, and Windham being of 
. couniel for him, demanded his liberty, both upon 
the illegality of the commitment, and of the im- 
pofition. The judges could not defend either, and 
it appear’d plainly what their fentence would be ; 
fo that the Protestor’s attorney requir’d a farther 
day to anfwer what had been urg’d. But before 
that time, the three who were his couniel were 
committed to the Tower ; and the judges were lent 
for and feverely reprimanded, for fullering the li- 
berty they had taken : And when they humbly 
alledg’d the law and Magna Cbarta , the Protestor 
told them. Their Magna F— a Jhould not conirole 
bis actions, which be knew were for the fafety of the 
commonwealth ; and alk’d them. Who made them 
judges ? And whether they bad any authority to fet 
there but what be gave them *, and therefore he ad- 
vifed them to be more tender of that which only could 
preferve them , and lent them away with this cau- 
tion, That they fhould not fuffer the lawyers to prate , 
what it would not become tbeht to hear. 

OfSirJV mother tiiqe, Sir Peter Wentworth, umtm- 

ter Went- ber of the long parliament , caus’d a collector in the 
tenth. country to be profecuted' at his fuit, though he 
could fcarce procure any attorney to appear, or 
counfel to plead for him. The Protestor being in- 
form’d 
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form’d of this profeeution, fent a meflchger to 1655. 
bring Sir Peter before the council j where being VW 
afk’d the reafon of this proceeding, he told them. 

That be was mov’d to it by bis cmftant principle, 

'That by the law of England no money ought to be 
levfd upon the people , without tbeir confent in par- 
liament. The Prote&or then afk’d him, Whether 
be would withdraw his aUion or no-, to which he re- 
ply’d. If you will command me, Imujl fubmit: 
Cromwell therefore commanding it, he accordingly \ 
withdrew his action ; and fo this matter ended. 

But though the Prote&or proceeded in this ar- Many 
bttrary manner againft thofe who contefted his au- 
thority ; yet in all other cafes, where the life of pnife m 
his jurildidion was not concern’d, he feem’d to d»e Pro- 
have a great reverence for the law, and the confti- 
tution, rarely interpofing between party and par- * 
ty ; and to do him juftice, there appear’d in his 
government many things that were' truly great and 
praife-worthy. Juftice, as well diftributive as com- 
mutative, was by him reftor*d almoft to its ancient 
grace and fplendor, the judges executing their of- 
fice without covetoufnefs, according to law and c-' 

S uity, and the laws; except fome few where him- 
:lf was immediately concern’d, being permitted 
to have their full force upon all, without impedi- 
ment or delay. Mens manners, outwardly at leaft, 
became likewife reform’d, either by removing the 
incentives to luxury, or by means of the ancient 
laws now reviv’d, and put in execution. There 
was a ftrift dilcipline kept in his court,' where 
drunkennefs, whoredom, and extortion were either 
banifh’d, or feverely rebuk’d. Trade began again 
to flourifh and profpers and moft things to put on 
a happy and promifing afpedh The Prote&or al- 
fo fhew*d a great regard to the advancement of 
learning, and was a great encourager of it. The 
univerfity of Oxford > in particular, acknowledg’d 
his Highnefs’rrefpeft to them, in continuing their 
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1 655. chancellor, and bellowing on the publick library 
Vv**' there four and twenty Greek manulcripts, and mu- 
nificently allowing an hundred pounds a year to a 
divinity reader. He alfo order'd a fcheme to be 
drawn for founding and endowing a college at 
Durham , for the convenience of the northern ftu- 
dents. 

Hi* defigs About this time, a defign was form’d by the 
of te-ad- Proteftor, of fettling the Jews again in this na- 
mit^g tionj and Manajfeb Ben-Ifrael , a great Rabbi, 
J ms ' came over and made his Hated propofals, and had 
a conference upon them, for re-admitting that peo- 

? le to exercile trade and worlhip in England. The 
'rote&or, on this qccafion, fent for divers mini- 
fters of the gofpel, and laid thofe propofals before 
them •, and at the fame time with great earneftnefi 
declar’d his opinion, “ That' fince there was a 
“ promile that they Ihould be converted, means 
“ ought to be us’d to that end ; and the mod likc- 
“ ly way was, the preaching of the gofpel in 
“ truth and fincerity, as it was then in England , 
devoid of all popilh idolatry, which had ren- 
** der’d the chriftian religion odious to them.” 
But the defign was fo violently oppofed that this 
treaty came to nothing. ’Tis faid the Proteftor 
had the promife of 200,000 /. from the Jews , in 
cafe he procured this toleration for them j which 
made him lb earned: to bring it about : But Bilhop 
Burnet informs us, that he enter’d into this treaty 
with them for the fake of intelligence. His words 
are thefe : “ When he underftood what dealers 
“ the Jews were every where in that trade that dc- 
“ pends on news, the advancing money upon 
** high or low intereft in proportion to the rilque 
“ they run, or the gain to be made as the times 
“ might turn, and in the buying and felling of the 
“ actions of money fo advanc’d, he, more upon 
** that account, than in compliance with the prin- 
ciple of toleration, brought a company of them 

“over 
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«« over to England , and gave them leave to bnild 1655. 
«* a fynagogue. All the while that he was nego- 
** tiating this, they were fure and gopd fpies for 
.** him, efpecially with relation to Spain and Por * 

“ tugal 

Upon this the Bilhop tells this ftory, which he 
had from the Lord Brogbill , then Earl of Orrery : 

That as that Earl was once walking with Cromwell 
in one of the galleries of Whitehall , a man almoft 
in tags appear’d in view ; upon which he imme- 
diately difmifs’d the Earl, and took that perfon 
with him into his clofet ; who told him of a great 
fum of money, that the Spaniards were fending o- 
ver in a Dutch man of war, to pay their army in 
Flanders ; and alio whereabouts in the ihip the faid 
money was repofited. The Prote&or then imme- 
diately fent. an exprefs to Smith (afterwards Sir Je- ' 

remy Smith ) who lay in the Downs, informing him, 

“ That within a day or two fuch a Dutch fhip 
“ would pafs the Channel , which he muft fearch 
** for the Spanijh money, which was contraband 
“ goods his Highnefs being then at war with 
Spain. Accordingly, when the fhip pafs’d by Do- 
ver. Smith fent and demanded leave to fearch him. 

The Dutch captain return’d him this anfwer, ‘That 
none but bis majlers might fearch him : Upon which, 

Smitb.k nt him word again, ‘That he had fet up an 
bour-glafs , and if be did not fubmit to the fearch be- 
fore it was run out, be would force him. The cap- 
tain feeing it was in vain to ftruggle, fubmitted in 
time, and fo all the money was found. And the 
next time his Highnefs faw the Lord Orrery , he told 
him, he had his intelligence from that feemingly 
forlorn man he law him go to fome days before. 

The lords commiffioners of the great foal, were He make® 
Sir Thomas Widdrington , Whitelock, and Lifle ; , and a change 
William Lenthal , Efq v was mafter of the Rolls. hls 
Widdrington , WbitHock , and Lenthal made their ex- n **' 
ceptions againft executing an ordinance of the 
, Y Lord 
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1655, Lord Protedlor and his council. For the hotter re- 
gulating and limiting the jurifdiflion of the high court 
of Chancery : Upon which his Highnefs, not endu- 
ring his authority or his adts fhould be difputed, 
. fent for them to the council-chamber, and there re- 
quir'd them to lay down the feal and withdraw. 
He kept it a few days in his own hands, and then 
gave it to major JJfle , one of the former commif- 
fioners, and colonel Fiennes. And that Widdring - 
ton and Wbitelock, the ejedted commiffloncrs, might 
not be too much difgufted, his Highnefs appointed 
them commiflioners of the treafury •, and he conti- 
nued Lentbal in his favour for paft fervices. 
Appoints About this time the Lord Protestor and his 
teeof mit " counc ^ appointed a committee of trade, to confi- 
tndc, der how to improve, order and regulate the trade 
and navigation of the commonwealth. This was 
an affair of great importance to the nation, and 
his Highnefs was very eameft and intent upon it. 

As the Protestor's power was very great at home, 
fo his influence was no lefs conflderable abroad: 
About this time an Ambaflador Extraordinary from 
Sweden came over in great pomp and ftate, and with 
much ceremony and folemnity had his audience of 
his Highnefs. in the Banqueting houfe at White-bad. 
The AmbafTador fpake in the Swedijh language, and 
his fecretary interpreted what he faid in fatin. 
When he had done, the Lord Protedtor flood ftill 
for. fome time, and then putting off his hat to the 
Ambaflador, with a carriage full of gravity and 
Hate, he anfwer’d him in Englifh as follows : 

His an- “ My lord Ambaflador, I have great reafbnto 
fyrtr to ** acknowledge, with thankfulnefs, the refpedts and 
the Swe- «* good affedtion of the King your mafter towards 
** this commonwealth, and towards myfelf in par- 
a or * ** ticular; whereof I-fhall always retain a very 
“ grateful memory* and fhall be ready upon all 
“ occafions to manifefl the high fenfe and value I 
“ have of his raajefty’s fricndfhip and alliance. 

“ My 
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V My Lord, you've very welcome into England \ 
“ and during your abode here, you (hall find all 
** due regard and refpeSl to be given to your per- 
“ fon, and to' the bufinefs about which you come. 

J am very willing to enter into a nearer and 
“ more ftriSt alliance and i'riendftiip with the King 
** of Swedeland , as that which in my judgment will 
“ tend much to the honour and commodity of 
“ both nations, and to the general advantage of 
“ the Proteftant iqtereft. I (hall nominate fome 
“ perlons, to meet and treat with your Lordlhip 
“ upon fuch particulars as you fhall communicate 
** to them.” 

< CHRISTINA , Queen of Sweden., having ab- 
dicated her kingdom upon changing her religion 
and turning Papift, refolv*d to go-to Rome, and to 
lee as much as (he could in her way thither *, and 
the renown of Cromwell made her very defirous to 
fee him. Accordingly (he fent her fecretary Mal- 
defcbi\ an Italian , from Fountainbleait in France to 
London , to procure an invitation from -the Prote- 
stor, who receiv’d the fecretvy with fuch marks of 
refpeft, as made him hope he Ihould fucceed in 
his errand. He often hinted, that her Majefty 
would be extremely pleas’d to fee fo illuftrious a 
captain. Cromwell gave him the hearing, but would 
not underftand his meaning: He return’d com- 
pliment for compliment j and the fecretary foon 
underftood, that the Protestor had no mind to re- 
ceive a vifit from the Queen. And indeed he had 
three reafons agairift inviting her ; the expence of 
her ftay here, his refentment of her apoftafy, and 
the ill example of her converfation, which was 
too gallant and intriguing for a Puritan court. 

The Protestor’s greateft difficulty in his foreign 
affairs, was, which fide to diule, France or Spain. 
The latter offer’d, that if his Highneis would join 
with them, they would engage themfelves to make 
no peace, till he Ihould recover Calais again to the 
Y 2 Englijb. 
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1655. Englijb. The Proteftor was very well pleafed with 
this, thinking it would recommend him much to 
the nation, to reftore that town again to the Eng- 
lijh empire, after it had been a hundred years pof- 
fefs’d by the French. Cardinal Mazarine having 
intelligence of this offer made by the Spaniards , 
that he might outbid them, promis’d, in cafe the 
Protestor would job with France , to aflift him in 
taking of Dunkirk , a place of much more impor- 
tance. His Highnefs was ftill for fome time in fuf 
pence, but that which inclin’d him very much to 
join with France , was this ; he faw that if France 
ihould aflift the King or his brother with an army 
of Hugonols , to make a defcent into England (which 
was threaten’d if he join’d with Spain) this might 
be of very dangerous confequence to him who had 
fo many enemies at home, and fo few friends; 
whereas the Spaniards could give thole Princes no 
ftrength, nor had they any Proteftant fubjefts to 
aflift them in fuch an enterprize. This confidera- 
tion made a great impreflion on him ; ahd whilft 
he was calling in his mind, what was fit to be done, 
one Gage , formerly a prieft, came over from the 
fVeJt-lndies, and gave him fuch a relation of the 
weaknefs, as well as of the riches of the Spaniards 
in thole parts, that he concluded it would be both 
an important and eafy conqueft, to feize on their 
dominions there. By this he hop’d to fupply him- 
felf with fuch a treafure, that his government would 
be eftablilh’d, before he fhould need to have any 
recourfe to a parliament for money. And as the 
Spaniards would never admit of a peace with Eng- 
land between the-tropicks, he was in a ftate of war 
with them as to thofe parts, even before he decla- 
red war againft them in Europe. Upon this, be 
prepar’d a fleet, with a force fufficient, as he thought, 
-Hifpaniola. to have feiz’d Hifpaniola and Cuba j Gage having 
alfyr’d him, that fuccels in that expedition would 
fobft make him matter of all the reft. When the 
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time of fetting out this fleet came on, all men won- 1 655, 
der*d whither it lhould be defign’d. Some ima- 
gin’d it was to rob the church of Loretto and this, 
apprehenfion occafion’d a fortification to be drawn 
round it : Others talk’d of Rome itfclf ; for the 
Protedor’s preachers often gave out. That if it 
were not for the divifions at borne , be would go and 
fack Babylon. Others thought the defign was a-, 
gainft Cadiz , tho’ he had not yet broke with Spain. 

The French Jcnew nothing of the fecret; and the 
Protestor not having finifh’d his alliance with them, 
was not oblig’d to impart to them the reafon of his 
preparations. All he faid about it was this, That 
be.fent out the fleet to guard tbe feas, and to reflore 
England to its dominion on that element. 

This fleet confiding of about thirty men of 
war, under the command of vice-admiral Penn, 
with about four thoufand land-fold iers, to be 
commanded by Venables, fet fail in the beginning 
of this year, dire&ly for Barladoes, where the two 
commanders were order’d to break open their com- 
mifiions. Being fafely arriv’d there, and new men 
taken in to encreafe the land army, they fail’d to 
the iflandof Hifpaniola. Coming about the mid- 
dle of April before Sanilo Domingo , the chief port 
of that country, Venables landed his men in an ill 
place, different from the orders he had receiv’d Which 
from the Lord Protedor, and march’d them thro' meets 
fuch thick woods and' uneafy paflages, that the ® 
Spaniards , with a very unequal number, beat them acce 
back. After this they advanc’d again towards the 
town, taking Negroes for their guides, who led 
them into an ambufcade ; fo that they were again 
fhamefully repuls’d to the bay where they landed, 
with the lofs of major-general Haines, and above - 
fix hundred men. They were foon forc’d to re- 
imbark •, and then, to make fome amends for this 
unhappy mifcarriage, they made another defcent 
on the ifland of Jamaica, and obtain’d ap eafy pof- But 
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fefHPn of it; which ifland has ever fince remain’d 
in the hands of the Englifi : Where leaving a good 
body of foot to fecure it, they fail’d back to Eng- 
land. The Lord Protestor was never fo much 
diftufbM as at this difaftcr at Hijpaniola ; fo that 
Penn and Venables were no fooner come on fhore, 
but he committed them both to the Tower, and 
could never be prevail’d on to cruft either of them 
again. 

About the time that Penn and Venables let out 
on this unfortunate expedition, admiral Blake fail’d 
with another fleet into the Mediterranean , to fcour 
thofe Teas of the Turki/b pirates ; and not meeting 
with any of them, he bravely refolv’d to feek them 
out in their pbrts. He came firft before /dgieri, 
and fending to the Dey, demanded that all the Etig- 
lifts Chips might bereftor’d, and all the Euglifi 
flaves releas’d. The Dey hereupon lent a rich pre- 
fent to Blake, with fome (lore of frefh provifions, 
and gave him to underftand, ‘‘ That the Chips and 

captives already taken belong’d to private men, 
u therefore not fo much in his power ; but yet 
“ they fhould be reftor*d at a moderate ranfom ; 

** and if the admiral drought good, they would 
** conclude a peace, and for the future offer no 
** a&s of violence to any of the EngHJb fhips and 
** natives.” A peace being accordingly concluded, 
Blake fail’d from thence to Turns, where, having - 
made the fame demand as at / flgiers , inftead of foe 
like fubmiffion, he receiv’d this refolute anfwer* 

♦* That there were their caftles of Goletta, and their 
’* fhips and caftles of Porto- Ferino ; he might do 
“ his worft, for he fhpuld not think to fright them 
H with the fight of hb fleet.” Provok’d at this 
anfwer, Blake refolv’d to deftroy their fhips in 
Porto^Ferino. Accordingly they mann’d their 
long-boats with ftout feamen, and lent them ij 1 *® 
the harbour to fire thofe fhips, whilft the admiral 
JiimJclf, with allhb fleet, thunder’d moft furioufty 
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with his cannon againft their caftles. Thefeamen, 1 655. 
in the mean time, fo bravely perform’d their parts, v/VV 
that all the nine Turkijh lhips of war were ioon re- 
, duc*d to afhes, with the lofs of only twenty-five 
men, and forty-eight wounded, on the Englijb fide. 

Theie were actions of the higheft conduct and 
courage, which made the Englijb name very for- 
midable in thole feas. 

There was another realonof Blakf s failing in- 
to the Mediterranean, which was, to demand latis- 
fattion of all princes and dates, that had molefied 
the Englijb in the time of war and confufion • at 
home. Accordingly, among other places, he fail’d 
to Leghorn , and difpatch’d his fecretary to demand 
of the Great Duke of Tu/cany 60000 /. for damages 
fudain’d by the Englijb in his dutchy ; Prince Ru- 
pert having taken and fold as many Englijb lhips, 

. as amounted to that value, to the Great Duke’s fub- 
jefts. The faid Duke was willing to pay part of 
the fum, and defir*d time to confult the Pope about 
the red. Blake faid the Pope had nothing to do 
with it, and he would have the whole fum, which 
was paid him, 35000 Spanijb , and 25000 Italian 
pidoles. The duke pretended that the Pope ought 
to pay part of the damage, Ibme of the lhips having 
been lold to his fubje&s ; accordingly the next fuc- 
ceeding Pope repaid the Great Duke 20000 pidoles. 

Admral Blake lent home fixteen lhips laden with 
the effefts he had receiv’d from feveral dates for 
fatisfa&ion and damages, and they were order'd 
to fail up the ‘Thames together for a pleafing 
Ipefltacle to the people. 

The King of Spain, provok'd at the late attempt , 
upon his dominions in the Wed-Indies , declar’d 
war againd England •, and the Protestor, on the 
other hand, difpatch’d orders to admiral Blake , to The Pro? 
watch the return of the Spanijb plate-fleet, and tea ° r , 
make what dedruftion he could upon the coads of 
Sp4tn i and thought fit now to finiih his alliance ance w ; t |, 
y 4 with France. 
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1656. with France , lending Lockhart his ambafiador thi- 
vW ther for that end. His Highnefs undertook to 
fend over an army of 6000 foot ; and when the 
forts in Dunkirk and Mar dyke be taken, they 

were to be put into his hands : And the French 
King likewife oblig’d himfelf, by this treaty, not 
to-permit King Charles , nor his brothers, nor any 
of his relations and adherents, excepting the Queen- 
mother, to remain in any part of his dominions. 

1656. About this time, the ProteCfor had two fignal 
Two great occafions given him, to cxercife his charity, and 
a£tions of difplay his power, and Ihew his zeal in protecting 
favour Protejlants abroad. The Duke of Savoy rais'd a 
of the new perfecution of the Vaudois t cruelly murdering 

teftanu a- and mafiacring many of them, and driving the reft, 
broad. f rom t |j e ; r dwellings into the mountains. Upon 
this the ProteCtor fent to Mazarine , defiring him 
to put a flop to thefe proceedings \ adding, That 
he knew well they bad the Duke in their power , and 
could reflrain him as they pleas'd j and if they did not , 
he m'ufl prefently break with them. The Cardinal ob- 
jected to this, as unreafonable : He promis’d to do 
good offices} but laid, he could not anfwer for the 
effects. However, nothing would latisfy the Pro- 
teCtor, till they oblig’d the Duke of Savoy to reftore 
all he had unjuftly taken from his proteftant fub- 
jeCts, and to renew all their former privileges. For 
which purpofe alfo he wrote to the Duke of Savoy 
himfelf tho’ he had otherwife no concern with 
him. But die title of Royal Highnefs being by mi- 
ftake omitted on the letter, the major part of the 
council of Savoy was for returning it back un- 
open’d ; but the marquels de Pianezza reprefent- 
ing to them, that Cromwell was as haughty as he 
was powerful, and would not pafs by fuch an afr 
front } that he would certainly lay Villa Franca in 
afhes, and let the Swifs Proteftant Cantons upon 
Savoy ■, the letter was read ; which, together with 
the Cardinal’s influence, had the defir’d fuccefs, 

V* 
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Tne Lord Protestor alfo rais’d a great fum of mo- 1656. 
ney for the Vaudois, and fent over Moreland to let- 
tie all their affairs, and fupply all their Ioffes. 

The other inflance was this: There happen’d 
a tumult at Nifmes, in which the Hugonots had 
committed fome diforder ; who being apprehen- 
five of very fevere proceedings upon it, lent one 
over with great fecrefy and expedition to the Lord 
Protestor Cromwell , to deffre his interpofition and 
protettion. This exprefs found lb good a recep- 
tion the firft hour he came, that his Highnels hav- 
ing receiv’d the whole account, bad him, “ Re- 
“ frelh himfelf after fo long a journey, and he 
“ would take fuch care of his bufinefs, that by the 
* e time he came to Paris., he Ihould find it dif- 
<c patch’d.” Accordingly, that night he difpatch’d 
an agent with a letter to the Cardinal, and one in- 
clos’d for the King. The letter to the Cardinal was 
in Latin ; to which he added this poftfcript in 
French with his own hand *, Je viens tfapprendre let 
revolte des habitants de Nifmes. Je recommande a 
votre eminence les inter ets des reformez. “ I have 
“ heard of the tumult at Nifmes : I recommend to 
** your eminence the interefts of the reformed.” 

He alfo fent inftru&ions to his ambaflador Lock- 
hart, requiring him either to prevail that the mat- 
ter might be pals’d over, or to come away immedi- 
ately. The Cardinal complain’d of this way of 1 
proceeding } but the necelfity of their affairs made 
him comply. Thefe things rais’d the Proteftor’s 
character abroad, and caus’d him to be much de- 
pended on. 

The lord Brogbill, who was one of the Prote- His con- 
dors cabinet counfellors, was fent for from Ireland v^The 
to go to Scotland , and be prefident of the council i 0 r 4 Brig- 
there ; but he was foon weary of the place, tho’ bill. 
he had a lalary of 2000/. per Annum. Upon his 
return to London , Oliver told him, Cherts a great 
friend of yours in town. Brogbill alking who? 

, Cromwell 
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Cromwell faid, Ybe lord Ormond : He came to town 
fucb a day , and is at fucb a place , naming it. Brog- 
bill laid, be knew nothing of it : But the Protect or 
bad him fend Ormond word that he knew where 
he was. The lord Brogbill went himfelf, and told 
him what Cromwell had faid ; upon which the 
marquels made hafte away : But his lady’s papers 
were feiz’d on, who entreated lord Brogbill to in- 
tercede for her. As foon as Cromwell law him, 
he faid with fome paffion, You have undertaken in- 
deed for the quietnefs of a fine perfion ! The lady Or- 
mond is confpiring with her bujband againSl me \ 
and by your procurement , 1 have allow’d her 2000 1 . 
a year of the marquefs’s eftate , becaufe they are fujfer- 
ers in Ireland. She’s a wicked woman, and fball not 
have a farthing of it. The lord Brogbill leeing him 
angry, return’d a foft anfwer* which feldom fail’d 
to pacify him ; and humbly defin’d to know what 
grounds be bad for fo fevere a cenfure. Grounds e- 
nougb , reply’d the Protestor: There , read it (giv- 
ing him a letter) *tis her own band. Lord Brog- 
bill looking upon it, faid. It was not lady Or- 
mond’s band, but the lady Ifabella Thynn’j, between 
whom and the marquefs there bad been an intrigue. 
How will you prove it? faid Cromwell. Eafily, re- 
ply'd the other, for I have fome letters of f bat lady’s 
by me ; which being Ihewn to the Proteftor, he 
was latisfy'd. 

Havinc mention’d this inftance of intelligence 
of lord Ormond’s being in town, it may be proper 
enough to inlert here what Bilhop Burnet fays of 
Cromwell’s ufing Sir Richard Willis for a fpy. “ O- 
“ liver, fays he, underftood that one Sir Richard 
Willis was chancellor Hyde’s chief confident, to 
whom he wrote often, and to whom all the par- 
ty fubmitted. So he found a way to talk with 
him : He faid. He did not intend to hurt any of 
the party, bis defign was rather to fave them from 
ruin : they were apt , after tbeir cups , to run into 

** foolijb 
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“ foolifh plots , which fignify'd nothing hut to ruin tbofe 1656. 

** who were engag'd in them : He knew they consulted 
“ him in every thing. All be defied of him was to 
“ know tbofe plots , that he might fo dif concert them 
** that none might fuffer for them. If he clapt any of 
“ them up in pri/on , it fhould be only for a little time, 

“ and they fhould be interrogated only about fome tri- 
“ fling difcourfe, but never about the buftnefs they had 
** engag’d in. He offer’d Willis whatever he would 
“ accept of, and to give it when, or as he pleas’d.’* 

They ftruck up a bargain, and none was trufted 
with this but his fecretary Thurloe , who was a very 
dextrous man at getting intelligence. Thus Crom- 
well had all the King’s party in a net: And the 
Bifhop tells us, he knew every thing that pafs’d in 
the King’s little court, and yet not one of his fpies 
was difcover’d but Manning , who was fhot to death 
in the territories of the Duke of Newburgh. 

The Protestor having concluded the treaty with 
France , refolv’d now on a vigorous profecution of 
the war with Spain. For this purpofe, admiral 
Blake, and Montague , afterwards Earl of Sandwich , 
were order’d with a ftrong- navy to block up the 
port of Cadiz. Here they lay feveral weeks, but 
could not provoke the enemy to come out and 
fight, till want of water, and other necefiaries, , 

oblig’d them to fail to Wyers-bay in Portugal for The Sfa- 
frefh fupplies ; captain Stayner , in the mean time, nijb platen 
being left behind with feven fliips •, who, whilft fleet de- 
the commanders were gone to the foremention’d 
place, efpy’d the Spanifh plate- fleet making diredt- • 
ly for Cadiz, and refolved to fall upon it ; which, 
with the Speaker, 3 ridgwater and Plymouth frigates, 
whilft the reft were behind, he fo bravely per- 
form’d, that in a few hours the whole fleet was 
quite fpoil’d. One fhip was funk, another burnt, 
in which the marquifs of Badajox , vice-roy of 
Mexico , with his lady and eldeft daughter, perifh’d 
jn the flatqes; two were forc’d on groyud, one run 
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1656. away, and two remain’d in the conqueror’s hands; 
L/VXJ which being brought to Portfmoutb, the bullion, to 
the value of above two millions, was there landed, 
and convey’d in carts to London , as a trophy and 
triumph of war. 

Aparlia- The Protestor being now in the height of his 
roent re- glory, refolv’d to call a parliament ; to which it is 
folv’d on. thought by lotne he could have no other motive 
or inducement, than to make a party for a crown, 
and get the title of King conferr’d on him, which 
was the only thing he wanted ; for as to the power 
of a King, he was really more formidable than any 
of the 2 sKg 7 (/ftMonarchs ever were. But others think 
the neceflary expences of the Spanijb war was the 
main occafion of it. Whatever his defign was, a 
parliament was to be fummon’d, and writs were if- 
fued throughout the three nations for election of 
members for that purpofc ; in which all endeavours 
were us’d to hinder thofe from being cholen, who 
were mod likely to obftruSt the Protestor's defigns: 
For this reafon the prefident Bradjbaw , Sir Henry 
Vanet lieutenant-general Ludlow and others were 
fummon’d before the council ; and after confuta- 
tion, upon their refufmg to give fecurity not to adt 
againfr the government. Sir Henry Vane was fent 
prifoner to Carijbrook caftle, Ludlow was order’d to 
be taken into cuftody, and Bradjbaw , thongh per- 
mitted to go his circuit, as chief juftice of Cbefter, 
had letters fent after him to deter perfons from giv- 
ing their votes for him. 

teftor^ 0 * Having mention’d lieutenant-general Ludlow's 
difcourfe being taken into cuftody, I ihall conclude this chap- 
with Lud- ter with an account of what pafs’d between him 
hw at the and the Protestor at the council-table, as previous 
tabIe Cil thereunto. When he appear’d before the council 
according to fummons, his Highnefs charg’d him 
with difperfing treafonable books in Ireland, and 
with endeavouring to render the officers of the ar- 
my difaffedted, by diftourfing to them about new 
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models of government. 'Ludlow confefs’d, he had 1656. 
caus’d fome papers to be difpers’d in Ireland , but ✓SfV . 
laid they could not juftly be call’d treafonable t 
and that though he knew not it was a crime to de- 
bate concerning forms of government, yet, to the 
belt of his remembrance, he had not lately done 
an y fuch thing. The protestor then told him, he 
was not ignorant of the many plots that were car-: 
rying on to difturb the prefent power ; and he 
thought it his duty to fecure fuch as he fufpeSVed. 

To which Ludlow reply’d, that there were two du- 
ties requir'd by God of the magiftrate, viz. To be 
a terror to evil-doers, and a praife to them that do. 
well; and whether his aftions were good or bad, 
he was ready, to fubmit to a legal trial : That he 
knew no other way to fecure the magiftrate from 
being afraid of the people, or the people from the 
dread of the magiftrate, but by both doing what is. 

- juft and good. Tou do well , faid the Proteftor, to 
refleft on our fears j yet I would have you know , that . 
what I do, proceeds not from any motive of fear, but 
from a timely prudence to forefee and prevent danger j 
and bad I done as I Jhoutd , I bad fecund you imme- 
diately upon your coming into England, or at leaf 
when you defied to be freed frotn the engagement you 
bad given after your arrival : And therefore I now 
require you to give affurance not to alt againft the go- 
vernment. The lieutenant-general defir’d to be ex- 
cus'd as to that, remembring him of the reafons he 
had formerly given for his refufal ; and added, that 
he was in his power, and he might ufe him as he 
thought fit. Pray then, faid Cromwell, what is it 
that you would have ? May not every man be as good 
as be will ? JVhat can you defire more than you have ? 

It were eafy, anfwer’d Ludlow, to tell what we 
would have. JVhat is that, I pray? reply’d the Pro- 
testor. That which we fought for, faid Ludlow,’ 

That the nation might be governed by its own confent. 

I am, laid the other, as much for a government by 
1 - * - confcni 
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1 6g6. tonfent as any man j but where Jball we find that con- • 
fent ? amongjl the prelatical, prefbyterian, indepeo* 
dent, anabaptift, or levelling parties ? To which 
Ludlow anfwer’d, Amongft tbofe of all forts who have 
aSed with fidelity andaffeSion to tbepubluk. T he Pro- 
testor then fell to commending the prefen t govern- 
ment, extolling the protection and quiet which the 
people enjoy’d under it } and laid, be was refolved 
to keep the nation from being imbru’d in blood. Lud- 
low fiud. He thought too much blood had been 
already died, unlefs there were a better accoupt of 
it. You do well , reply’d the Protedor, to charge 
MS with the guilf of blood ; but we think there is a 
good return for what hath been Jhed *, and we under- 
stand what clandejline correfpondences are carrying on 
at this time between the Spaniards and tbofe of your 
party, who made ufe of your name , and affirm that 
you will own them and affifi them. Ludlow told him, 
he knew not what he meant by bis party , and he 
. could truly fay, that if any had enter’d into an en- 
gagement with Spain , they bad had no advice from 
him' fo to do i and if they would ufe his name, he 
could not help it. His Highnels then in a (biter 
way, told him, ? 'bat be defied not to put any more 
bardfbips on him than on bimfelf ; that be bad been 
always ready to do him - all the good offices that lay in 
bis power , and that be aim*d at nothing by this pro- 
ceeding but the publick quiet ' and fecurity. Truly, 

Sir , laid the other, 1 know not why you Jbould be 
an enemy to me , who have been faithful to you in aU 
youf Difficulties. Upon which die Protestor (aid, 

7 underjland not what you mean by ray difficulties : 

I am fure they were not fo properly mine as tbofe of 
the publick i for in refpeSl to my outward condition, I 
home not much impm/d it, as theft 'gentlemen (point- 
ing to his council) well know. To this they ap- 
pear’d to aflent, by riling from their feats ; and 
therefore Ludlow (as he tells us) thought fit not 
tQ infill; farther on that point a but contented him- ' 
* : , felf 
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felf to fay, that it was from that duty which he 

’ owed to the publick, whereof the Protestor ex- 
prefs’d fo great regard, that he durft not give the 
fecurity he defin'd ; apprehending it to be againft 
the liberty of the people, and contrary to law : 
For proof of which he produc’d an aft of parlia- 
ment, “ For rellraining the council from impri- 
“ foning any of the free-born people of England j 
“ and if they Ihould do fo, requiring the juftices 
“ of the Upper Bench, upon the application of the 
“ aggrieved party, to grant his Habeas Corpus , and 
“ give him confiderable damages.” But, faid the 
Proteftor, did not the army and council cf ftate com- 
mit perfons to prifon ? To this Ludlow anfwered, 
that the council of ftate did fo, but it was by vir- 
tue of an authority granted to them by the parlia- 
ment ; and if the army had fometimes afted in 
that manner, it had been in time of war, and then 
only in order to bring the perfons fecured to a le- 
gal trial. A jujlice of peace, faid Cromwell, may 
commit, and /hall not 1 ? Ludlow told him, a juftice 
of peace was a legal officer, and authoriz’d by the 
law to do fo ; which he could not be though he 
were King, becaufe if he did wrong therein, no re- 
medy could be had againft him. ‘Therefore, laid he, 
if I have offended againft the law, I defire to be re- 

. f erred to a juftice of the peace, that I may be pro- 
ceeded with according to law ; but if I have done no- 
thing to deferve a reftraint, that then I may have my 
liberty. Upon this, he was order’d to withdraw ; 
and major-general Lambert advis’d, that he might 
be peremptorily requir’d to give the fecurity de- 
manded : But the Proteftor faid. That the air of 
Ireland was good, that he bad a houfe there , and 
therefore be thought it beft to fend him thither. In 
the end, the lieutenant-general refolutely refufing 
to give the faid fecurity, was order’d to be taken 
into cuftody, as before related. 

Chap. 
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Chap. VI. 

From the meeting of his third Parliament, 
to bis being confirm'd Protector by the . 
Humble petition and advice. 

O N the 1 7th day of September , the new par- 
liament met his Highneis the Lord Protestor 
in IVeftminjler-Abby ; where Dr. John Owen , viefe- 
chancellor of Oxford, preach’d a fermon on thefe 
words in Ifaiab , fVbat Jhall one then anfwer the 
meffengers of the nation ? That the Lord bath found- 
ed Zion, and the poor of bis people Jball trujl in it. 
This being over, the Protestor with the members 
went to the Painted-chamber, where he made a Ihort 
fpeech to them, and then difmifs’d them to their 
houfe : But here they found a guard plac'd, and 
none were fuffer’d to enter but fuch as had certi- 
ficates given them, in this form, Thefe are to cer- 
tify, that A. B.' is return'd by indenture one of the 
members to ferve in this prefent parliament, fo r • — 

and apprtnfd by bis Htghnefs's council. By this means 
near a hundred members were excluded, who there- 
upon prefented a petition to the fitting members, 
declaring, “ That being chofen by the country to 
“ ferve with them, they were ready to dilcharge 
“ their duty j but were prevented from doing fo 
“ by the power of the fword, and refus’d admit- 
“ tance into the houfe by a guard of foldiers.” 
Upon this, a committee being fent to the Prote&or 
and his council, return’d with this anfwer, “ That 
“ if the perfons complaining would apply them- 
“ felves to them, they fhould be reliev’d if there 
“ was caufe.” The excluded members therefore 
feeing no redrefs, appeal’d to the people in a fevere 
remonftrance, or proteftation, complaining, “That 
“ the Lord prote&or had by force of arms inva- 

« ded 
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** ded their fundamental right and liberty, and 
• “ violently prevented the meeting of the people’s 
** chofen deputies in parliament j and concluding 
“ with an appeal to God and air the good people 
“ of England for affiftance and protedtion in their 
“ fervice, &c.” 

The fitting members made choice bf Sir Tho- 
mas Widdrington for their Speaker ; and ’twas foon 
perceiv’d that they were difpofed to act according 
to the Protestor’s mind. On the firft of OSlober 
they refolv’d, “ That the war againft the Spaniardi 
“ was undertaken upon juft and neceflary grounds, 
“ and for the good of the people of the common- 
“ wealth ; and that the parliament doth approve 
“ thereof, and will by God’s blefling alfift his 
“ Highnefs therein.” They then proceeded to 
pafs feveral adts j as “ i. An adt that parting of 
“ bills (hould not determine this prefent feflion of 

parliament. 2. An adt for renouncing and dif- 
“ annulling the pretended title of Charles Stuart. 
“ 3. An adt for lecurity of his Highnefs the Lord, 
“ Protedtor his perfbn, and continuance of the na- 
“ tion in peace and iafety ; whereby ’twas made 
“ high-treafon to attempt, compafs, or imagine 
“ the death of the Protedtor. 4. An adt for tak- 
“ ing away the court of JVards and Liveries. 
** 5. An adt for the exportation of feveral com- 
** modities of the breed, growth and manufacture 
“of this commonwealth.” And farther, to make 
good what they had refolv’d, great lums of money 
were granted to carry on the Spanijh war. For 
this purpofe, an adt was pafs*d, “ For an affeflf- 
•** ment of 60,000 /. a month for three months up- 
“ on England ; another for 5000/. a month for 
“ the fame time, on Scotland ; and the fame on 
“ Ireland .” There was alfo another adt pafs’d, , 
“ For 30,000 /. a month for England , 6000 /. a 
“ month for Scotland , and . 9000 /. a month for 
** Ireland , to be paid for three whole years next 
Z “ enfuing.’* 
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1656. “ enfuing.” Another, ** For continuing of ton- 

“ nage and poundage.” And another (which was 
the revival of an old aft) “ For preventing mul- 
“ tiplicity of buildings in and about the Suburbs 
ct of London , and within ten miles thereof ; a 
** whole year’s revenue to be prefently paid for all 
“ houfes which had been built upon new founds- 
M tions fince the year 1620.” 

These bills, with feveral others, wereatfeve- 
ral times pafs’d by the Proteftor, coming in ftate 
as a Sovereign to the Painted-chamber. And when 
the money bills with fome others were pals’d, he 
The Pro- thade this fhort fpeech to the Speaker : “ I per- 
teftor’g “ ceive, that among thefe many afts of parliament, 
fpeech to « t h ere hath been a very great care had by the par- 
his paffing “ liament, to provide for the juft and neceflary 
of bills. “ fupport of the commonwealth, by thefe bills 
“ for levying of money now brought to me, which 
“ I have given my confent unto : And underftand- 
“ ing it hath been the praftice of tjiofe who have 
“ been chief governors, to acknowledge with 
“ thanks to the commons, their care and regard 
“ of the publick, I do very heartily and thankfully 
“ acknowledge their kindnefs herein.” 

The ma- The parliament had not lat two months 1 when 
jtrgent- the exorbitant power of the major-generals came 
rah put under confideration. The Proteftor had hitherto 
ma ' given them good words ; but fearing they might 
in time eclipfe his own greatnefs, he was now for 
fuppreffing their authority. And lb Mr. Cleypok 
his lon-in-law ftood up (which was an tmufual thing 
with him) and told the houfe, “ That he could 
. ** but ftart the game, and mull leave thofe who 
“ had more experience, to follow the chace ; and 
“ therefore Ihould only fay, that he had formerly 
“ thought it neceflary, in refpeft to the condition 
* c in which the nation had been, that the major- 
<e generals Ihould be entrufted with the authority 
** they had exercis’d j but in the prefent ftate of 

** aflairs. 
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** affairs, he conceived it inconfiftent with the laws 1 656. 
“ of England and liberties of the people, to con- v/Vv 
“ tinue their power any longer.” This motion 
was a clear direction to the court party in the houfe ; 
who being well affur’d, that Cleypole had deliver’d 
the fenfe, if not the very words of the Prote&or 
therein, join’d as one mail in oppofing and abo- 
lilbing the power of thefe major-generals. 

About this time, one Janies Naylor, a latefol- Account 
dier under general Lambert , took upon him to Janet 
perfonate our Saviour, refembling his picture in his Jl * 
garb, hair, and looks. He went about with difci- 
ples, and women miniftring unto him, and enter’d 
the city of Bristol , riding upon an afs, his followers 
ftrewing his way with leaves and boughs of trees, 
and crying, Hofanna , blejfed is be who cometb in 
the name of the Lord. He alio pretended he could 
heal the fick, raife the dead, and fall forty days, 
and gave no other anfwer to anyqueftion, but; 

Thou bait j aid it. The magiftrates of Bristol fent 
him up to the parliament, who relblv’d, “ That 
“ James Naylor was guilty of horrid blafphemy, 

“ and a great feducer of the people and inftead 
of (biding him to Bedlam , which would have been 
the propereft place for him, they ordered the 
Speaker to pronounce this fevere fentence againft 
him, viz. “To ftand in the pillory for two hours 
“ at Westminster ; to be whipp’d by the hangman 
“ from WeftminSier to the Old Exchange , and there 
** to ftand in the pillory two hours more ; his 
u tongue to be bored through with a hot iron, 
ct and his forehead ftigmai.iz’d with the letter B ; 

** to be afterwards lent to Bristol, and convey’d 
** through the city on a horfe bare-back’d, and his 
“ face backward, and his body whipp’d in the m^rket- 
** place ; to be brought back to London , andcommit- 
“ ted to prifon in Bridewell , and there to be kept from 
“ all company, and to have no relief, but what he 
“ fhould earn from hard labour j and being debarr’d 
Z 2 “ the 
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1 656. ‘‘the ufe of pen ink and paper, to be kept to conri- 
“ nual work, till he fhould be difcharged by thepar- 
“ liament.”M 7 «V(f/(?<r/t fays, many thought he was too 
furioufly profecuted by feme rigid men. And we muft 
obferve likewife, that the above account, which is the 


' Sjndtr- 
ctmb'i 

plot. 


mod ufual, that is given of his herefies and blafphe- 
mies, is denied by the body of Quakers , whoreprefent 
himaplainman, of great zeal, and no great capacity. 

About this time, there was a new dilcovery 
made of a defperate plot againft the Protestor's 
perfon ; which made the aSts pafs’d for his lecurity 
be judg’d highly feafonable. Miles Syndercomb , a 
Leveller , having been calhier’d in Scotland , com- 
bin’d with one Cecil and one droopy of his High- 
nefs’s life-guard, to aflafiinate the Protestor near 
Brentford , as he was going to Hampton-Court. Syn- 
dercomb , being betray’d by the other confpirators, 
ftoutly deny’d the plot, but was condemn’d upon 
the ftatute of 25 Edw. III. the chief juftice Glynn 
declaring it treafon in cafe of a Protestor, as well 
as a King, ftnce by the word King any chief magiffrate 
was underfiood. The prifoner was . found dead, 
when the day appointed for his execution came ; 
whereupon his body was- dragg’d naked by a 
horfe’s tail to the fcaffold on Tower-billy and there 
bury’d, with a flake driven through it. The Pro- 
testor was very much difturb’d at this accident } 
for inftead of bringing this man to make fome ufc- 
ful difcovery to him, which he expeSted, he found 
himfelf under the reproach of caufing him to be 
poifoned, as being afraid to bring him to publick 
juftice. However, a day of publick thankfgiving 
was appointed for the Protestor’s deliverance j 
when, after a fermon at St. Margaret's Weflminfler , 
his Highnefs treated the Speaker and Members in 
the Banqueting-houfc at Whitehall , with more than 
ordinary marks of endearment. 

On the 6th of February there was a great meet- 
ing of learned men at Wbitelock's houfe at Cbelfea, 

purfuant 
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purfuant to this order of parliament : Ordered, “That 1 656. 
** it be referr’d to a committee to fend for and advife 
“ with Dr, Walton, Mr. Hughes , Mr. Cattle, Mr. 

“ Clerk, Mr. Poulk, Dr. Cudwortb, and fuch as 
“ they lhall think fit, and to confider of the tranf- 
“ lations and impreffions of the bible, and to offer 
“ their opinions therein.” And about a Week 
after. Dr. Walton publifh’d the Polyglott bible. 1657. 

The parliament had fat about fix months, when Defign 0 f 
the debate came on in the houfe about changing making 
CromweW s title of Protestor into that of King. A 
new instrument was drawn up, and read in the 
houfe, having a blank left for the title of the 
Angle perfon, and two other blanks for two houfes 
of parliament. This was brought in by Mr. Pack, 
a rich alderman of London , who was fuppos’d to 
be very much in the court intereft ; and when it 
came to be debated, ’twas fharply oppos’d by the 
foldiers party in the houfe ; who joining with the 
Republicans , fell fo furioufiy upon Pack for his 
. prefumption and unparliamentary proceeding, that 
they bore him down from the Speaker’s chair to 
the bar of the houfe. But this heat laded not long ; * 

for the lord Broghill , chief juftice Glynn, and others 
who were privy to the main defign,. alledging, 

“ That being mafters of their own refolutions, 

“ they might retain as much of this new form as 
“ was good, and rejeft what was otherwife j” they 
by this means brought it to be debated : And tho* 
they met with fome oppofition therein, yet when 
it came to be put to the queftion, they carried all 
before them, and grew fo bold as to move, “ That 1 T* ,e P ar " 
“ the blank left for the infertion of the title of the vote^im 
“ chief magiftrate might be fill’d up with the name the title* 
“ of King : ” Which motion, tho’ very much op- 
pos’d by lieutenant-geng-al Fleetwood, was like- 
wife carried, and the name voted, together with the 
filling up the two blanksJeft for the two houfes, with 
the words, Houfe of Commons , and Other Houfe. 

Z 3 This 
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This done, on the 4th of April they prefented 
this writing to the Eord Protedlor, which was 
ftil'd, Tbe bumble petition and advice of the parlia- 
ment of England, Scotland, and Ireland to bis Higb- 
nefs } at which time, the Speaker, Sir 'Thomas Wid- 
drington , made a fpeech to him, recommending 
the title and office of a King , as fettled here with 
Chrifiianity itfelf , , approv'd and retain'd by our an- 
cestor s y and every way fitted to the laws and temper of 
the people of England. The Protestor, however 
inclinable he was to accept of this offer, yet find-* 
mg it to be againft the humour Mid bent of the army, 
and the chief officers of it, and that his fon-in-laW 
Fleetwood , and his brother-in-law Dejborougb were 
particularly averfe to it, inftead of a ready affent, 
thought fit to demur upon it ; and the better to 
protradt time, in hopes of gaining upon the offiu 
cers, he dfefired, “ That a committee might bo 
appointed to confer with him, and to offer him 
“ better knowledge and fatisfa&ion in this great 
“ caufe.” . 

A Committee was accordingly appointed, 
which on April 1 1. met him in the Painted cham- 
ber. IVbitelock was chairman, and the chief fpeakers 
befides him were, the lord BroghiU , chief juftice 
St. John , chief juftice Glynn, the lords commiffionefs 
Fiennes and Life , Lentbal mafter of the Rolls, Si t 
Charles Wolfley, Sir Richard Onflow , and colonel 
Jones. Thefe for two diftindt days fucceffively 
entertained the Protedtor with long fpeeches, en- 
deavouring to perfuade him to accept of the title 
of King, which the parliament had offer'd him. 
Their arguments were principally thefe : “ That 
it the name of a Protedlor, as he held it, was un- 
“ known to the Englj/b conftitution j but the rifle 
“ of King, had the only foundation in the an- 
“ cient and known laws of the nation, was inter- 
woven with our laws, and fuited to the genius of 
the people : That it was the head from whence 
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“ all the nerves ind finews of the government pro- 1 6^7. 

ceeded •, and if a new head was put on, it was a 
** queftion, whether thofe nerves and finews would 
“ grow and receive nourifhment : That for him 
*' to take up the officeof King, without the title, was 
to take it up with aril the objections of fcandal : 

“ That the King, the Laws of the nation, the Li- 
“ berties of the people, and alfo Parliaments them- 
“ felves, had but one foundation, and that the end 
“ of the late war was not to deftroy King flap, as 
“ appeared by fix or feyen of the parliament’s de- 
“ clarations, one of which was ordered to be read 
** in . all churches.” His Highnefs anfwer’d, 

“ That thefe arguments were cogent, but not la- 
** tisfaCtory i that the title of Prote&qr might be 
** adapted to the laws ; that providence was againft 
“ them, that had already altered the name ; and 
** that he were much to be blamed, if he fhould 
“ difpleafe fo many pious and religious men, who 
“ would take offence at fuch a proceeding.” The 
committee reply’d, “ That the title ought to be 
“ accommodated to the laws, and not the laws tp 
“ the title: That the innovation of title was 
fufpefted, as being the cover of hidden tyranny, 

“ and that the inconveniences of fuch change were 
“ not prefently felt *, for which very reafon, it was 
** by the parliament deny’d to King James » when 
he came firft to this kingdom, to change the ti- 
“ tie of King of England and Scotland , into that of 
** Great Britain: That by refufing the title of 
“ King , he wotild not fo much derogate from his 
own honour, as from the nation’s, for whofe 
“ honour it was to have a King for the fupreme 
“ governor : That under the name of Protestor 
“ was never defign’d the fupreme moderator, but 
“ a temporary officer for guarding the King in 
** his minority, and adminiftringof the kingdom ; 

** and that generally fuch had been unfortunate : 

“ That that appellation having at this time fprung 
Z 4 “ from 
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1 657. “ from the foldiers, favour’d of conqueft, and 
“ might with very good reafon be refcinded by 
“ the parliament. That without the title of King 
“ the government would be unftable and flitting, 
“ and would not long ftand, being on a tottering 
<( foundation •, as it had been chang’d three or four 
“ times in thefe live years, and did ftill fluctuate : 
“ That this had been the great encouragement of 
“ thole attempts againft his perfon,'that the law did 
“ not take notice of him as chief magiftrate; 
“ and that juries were generally backward in 
“ finding any guilty of treafon upon that account : 
“ But by the laws made in Edward IV. and Henry 
“ VII’s time, whatever was done by a King in pof- 
“ feffion, was good and valid, and all that fervM 
“ under him were fafe and exempt from punilh- 
“ ment. By thofe laws his enemies had hitherto 
pleaded indemnity, but by his affuming what 
1 “ was defir’d, thofe laws they pretended for their 

“ difobedience, would tie them, even by their own 
“ principles, to obedience. That tho* part of the 
“ long parliament had taken away Kingftnp , yet 
“ now it was fet up again by a fuller reprefenta- 
' “ tive of three nations ; and fince the parliament 

“ of England , Scotland , and Ireland , had advis’d 
“ and defir’d him to take upon him the title of 
“ King , he Ought not in reafon and equity to re* 
“ fufcit, That Providence was no lefs confpicu- 
“ ous in turning the government again. into mo* 
“ narchy, for avoiding confafion, and bridling the 
, “ tumults of the people, than in changing die 

“ name of Monarchy into P.roteRorJhip : And that 
“ good and pious men would acqui.efce in the de- 
He ftill ** cree of the parliament, altho’ perhaps they might 
demur*. ** feem privately to differ,” In the end, his High- 
nefs gratefully acknowledg’d the kindnefs of the 
offer, but would not give a prelent anfwer, ac- 
quainting the committee, “ That he would con- 
“ fider of all they had, faid, and Jeek to God foe 

“ counfcl i 
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* ( counfel i and then he would fend for them, and 1657. 

, “ declare his refolution.’' 

Thb Protector was now under great difficulties 
and diftra&ion of mind, and many days pafs’d be- 
fore he could come to a refolution in this weighty 
afiair. Whilft this bufinefs was in agitation, the 
Lord Brogbill (afterwards Earl of Orrery), as Bifliop A remar- 
Burnet informs us, coming one day to Cromwell, kablecon- 
and telling him he had been in the citv, the Pro- 
teftor enquir'd of him. What news be bad beard and the 
there ? The Lord Orrery told him, He bad beard be Earl of 
was in treaty with the King , who was to be rejtor’d, ® rr * r J' 
and to many bis daughter. Cromwell (hewing no 
difpleafure at this, the Earl laid. In the Jlate to 
which things were reduced, he could fee no better ex- 
pedient : They might bring him in on what terms they 
pleafed ; ana bis Higbnejs might retain the fame au- 
thority be then bad, with lefs trouble. To this Crom? 
well anlwer’d, The King can never forgive bis Fa- 
ther’s blood. The Earl reply’d. He was one of many 
that were concert! d in that, but be would be alone in 
the merit of restoring him : Upon which the Pro- ' 
teftor laid. He is fo damnably debauch'd, be would 
undo us all ; and fo went off to other difcourle 
without any emotion ; which made .his lordlhip 
conclude he had often thought of that expedient. 

The Protestor in the mean time kept himfelf on 
fuch a relerve, that no man knew what anfwer he 
would give to the parliament’s offer, tho’ 'tWas 
thought molt likely that he would accept of it. He, 
as Ludlow informs us, endeavour'd by all poffible 
means to perfuade the officers of the army to approve 
the defign ; for which purpofe he one time invited 
himielftodine with colonel Dejborougb, and carried 
lieutenant-general Fleetwood with him. He began 
to droll with them about Monarchy, and fpeaking He endea- 
flight of it, faid. It was but a feather in a Marts vo “ r * to 
cap, and therefore he wonder’d that men would not * 
plcafe the children j and let tfyem enjoy their rattle. But 

they 
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1 657. they being very ferious upon the matter, allur’d him, 
fs/C/^ ’That there was more in it than he perceiv’d : That tboje 
who put him upon it were ho enemies to Charles Stuart i 
and if be accepted of it, he would draw inevitable ruin 
bn bimjblf and friends. Having thus founded them, 
' that he might conclude as he began, he told them. 
They were a couple of fcrupulous fellows, and lb went 
away. At another time entring more ferioufly 
into debate with thefe two, he faid. It was a tempt- 
ing of God to expofe fo many worthy then to death and 
poverty, when there was a certain way to fecitre them . 
But they infilling upoh the Oaths they had taken, he 
reply’d, That thefe odtbs were againft the power and 
tyranny of Kings, but hot againft the four letters that 
made the word Kino. 

The next day, his Highnefs fent a melfage to 
the houfe, requiring their attendance to-morrow 
morning in the Paihted Chamber , intending, as all 
men thought, there to declare. his acceptance of 
thq crown : But in the mean time meeting with his 
brother Dejhorougb, as he was walking in the park, 
and acquainting him with his refolution, he re- 
ceiv’d this anfwer from him, That then he gave the 
caufe, and bis family alfb for loft ; and tbo* he refokfd 
never to alt againft him, yet he would not alt for bifh 
after that time. And io after fome farther dif- 
Courfe, Dejhorougb went home, and there found colo- 
nel Pride, whom the protestor had knighted ; and 
ihiparting to him his Highnefs’s intention to accept 
, the tide of King, Pride immediately anlwer*d, Hi 
/hall not. Dejhorougb afkM him. How he would bin- 
der it ? Whereupon Pride faid. Get me a petition 
drawn and I wiU prevent it. And lo they both' 
went to Dr. Owen, and prevail’d on hhn to draw 
x petition according to their mind. 

The next morning, the houfe being met, fome 
officers of the army coming to the parliament 
door, fent in a meflage to colonel Dejhorougb, to 
let him known that they had a petition, and cfcffir*d 

him 
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him to prefnt it' to the houfe. But he knowing 1657. 
the contents of it, and thinking it not proper for 
him to take publick notice of it before it was pre- 
fented, inform’d the houfe, that certain officers of 
the army had a petition to prefent to them *, and 
mov’d that they Ihould be call'd in, and have leave 
to prefent it with their own hands ; which the 
houfe generally agreed to, not thinking the army 
would oppofe their defigns. And fo the petitiort 
being deliver'd by lieutenant-colonel Mafon, was 
read in the houfe, and was to this effect j “ That Their pe; 
“ they had hazarded their lives againft Monarchy,- *- . 
** and were ftill ready fo to do, in defence of the 
“ liberties of the nation: That having obferv*d in King. 

“ fome men great endeavours to bring the nation 
“ again under their old fervitude, by preffing their 
“ Genera] to take upon him the title and govern- 
ment of Kitog, in order to deftroy him, and 
** weaken the hands of thofe who were faithful to’ 

** the publick •, they therefore huhibly defied that! 

.they would difeountenance all fuch perfons and 
“ endeavours, and continue ftedfaft to the old 
** caufe, for the prefervation of Which they, foi* 

** their parts, were molt ready ,to lay down their 
lives.” 

'Tis hard to fay whether the Parliament or thd 
Prote&or was moft furpriz'd at this unertpe< 5 te<f 
addrds. As foon as his highnefs heard of it, he 
font for his fon-in-kw Fleetwood, and told him. 

That be wonder* d be would fuffer fucb a petition to 
proceed fo far , which be might have binder* d, fince 
be knew it to be bis refolution not to accept the crdwn 
.without tbeconfent of the army, and therefore be de- 
fied him to baften to the houfe , and to put them off 
from doing any thing farther therein. Accordingly 
the lieutenant-general went immediately thither, 
and told them, “ That the petition ought ngt to' 

“ be debated, much lefs to be anfwer’d, at this 
time, the contents of it being to delire them 
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“ not to prefs his Highncls to be King ; whereas 
“ the prefent bofinefs was to receive his anfwer to 
“ what hid been formerly offer’d to him ; and 

therefore he defir’d that the debate of it might 
“ be put off, till they had received his anfwer.” 
The houfe having agreed to this, receiv’d a mef- 
fege from the Protedor, that inftead of meeting 
him in the Painted Chamber , where he us’d to fpeak 
to them, they would meet him in the Banqueting - • 
houfe \ whither being accordingly come, his High- 
nets made a broken kind of fpeech to them, as 
follows : 

“ Mr. Speaker, I came hither to anfwer that 
“ that was in your laft paper to your committee 
“ you lent to me, which was in relation to the 
** defires which were offered to me by the houfe, 
“ in that they call’d their petition. I confefe 
“ that bufinefs hath put the houfe, the parlia- 
“ ment, to a great deal of trouble, and fpent 
“ much time •, I am very forry, that it hath coft 
“ me fome and feme thoughts ; and becaufe I 
“ have been the unhappy occafion of the expence 
“ of fo much time, I mall fpend little of it now. 
“ I have, the beft I can, revolv’d the whole bu- 
“ finefs in my thoughts, and I have faid fo much 
“ already in teftimony of the whole, that I think 
“ I fhall not need to repeat any thing that I have 
“ faid. I think it is a government, that the aims 
“ of it feeks much a fettling the nation on a good 
“ foot in relation to civil rights and liberties, 
** which are the rights of the nation ; and I hope 
“ 1 ''fhall never be found to be of them that lhall 
“ go about to rob the nation of thofe rights, but 
“ to ferve them what I can to the attaining of 
“ them. It hath alfo exceeding well provided for 
tc the fafety and fecurity of honeft men, in that 
“ great, natural, and religious liberty, which is 
•** liberty of confcience. Thefe are' great funda- 
“ mentals, and I muft bearmy teftimony toxhem 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Oliver Cbomwell. 349 

'< (as I have and (hall do (till, lb long as God lets 1657. 
“ me live in this world) that the intentions of the 

things are very honourable and honeft, and the 
“ product, worthy of a parliament: I have only 
“ had the unhappinefs both in my conferences 
“ with your committees, and in the bell thoughts . 

“ I could take to myfelf, jiot to be convi&ed of 
“ the ncceflity of that thing, that hath been in- 
“ fitted upon by you, to wit, the title of King, as 
“ in itfelf lb„neceflary, as it feems to be appre- 
“ hended by yourlelves ; and 1 do, with all ho- • 

“ nour and refpedt to the judgment of the parlia- 
“ ment, teftify that ( cateris paribus) no private 
“ judgment is to lie in the balance with the judg- 
“ ment of a parliament : But in things that re- 
“ fpeft particular perlons, every, man, that is to , 

“ give an account to God of his ad: ions, mutt in 
“ fome meafure be able to prove his own work, 

“ and to have an approbation in his own confci- 
“ ence of that he is to do, or forbear ; and whilft 
“ you are granting others liberties, furely you will 
“ not deny me this, it being not only a liberty, 

■ “ but a duty (and fuch a duty as I cannot without 
“ finning forbear) to examine my own heart, and 
“ thoughts, and judgment, in every work which 
“ 1 am to fet mine hand to, or to appear in or 
“ for. 

“ I must confefs, therefore, that though I do 
** acknowledge all the other, yet 1 mutt be a lit- 
“ tie confident in this ; that what with the cir- 
“ cumftances that accompany human actions, whe- 
“ ther they be circumftances of time, or perfons, 

** whether circumftances that relate to the whole, 

“or private or particular circumftances that con- 
“ cern any perfon, that is to render an account 
“ of his own actions ; I have truly thought, and 
“ do ftill think, that if I fhould (at the belt) do 
“ any thing on this account to anfwer your ex- 
“ pei^ation, it would be at the beft doubtingly : 

“ and 
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j 657. “ and certainly what is to, is not of faith 5 what- 
“ foever is not of faith is fin to him that doth it, 
*< whether it be with relation to the fubftance of 
“ the aft ion, about which the confederation is 
t* converfant, or whether to circumftances about 
it, which make all think indifferent aftions 
“ good or evil to him that doth it. I lying un- 
“ der this confederation, think it my duty, only 
“ I could have wilh’d I had done it looner, for 
“the lake of the houfe, who have laid lb infi- 
“ nite obligations on me*, I with I had done it 
“ fooner for your lake, for faving time and trou- 
“ blej and indeed for the committee’s lake, to 
“ whom I mull acknowledge publickly I have 
“ been unfeafonably troublefome ; I lay, I could 
“ have wilh’d I had given it fooner ; but truly 
«* this is my anfwer, That although I think the 
“ government doth confift of very excellent para 
“ in all but that one thing, the Title ; as to me, 
“ I Ihould not be an honeft man, if I lhould not 
He refufes tell you, that I cannot accept of the govvn- 
the title. «< ment> nor undertake the trouble and charge of 
“ it, which I have a little more experimented 
** than every man, what troubles and difficulties 
“ do befal men under fuch trufts and in fuch un- 
“ dertakings ; I fay, I am perfuaded to return 
“ this anfwer to you, That I cannot undertake this 
“ government with the title of a Kino: And that 
“ is mine anfwer to this great and weighty bu- 
“ finels.” 

Adigref- Thus Cromwell, on the 8th of May, refus’d 
fion, con- ^ title of King. And here we mull not omit 
noble^e! a g reat defign of his, which he had purpos’d to 
fignof hi* begin his Kinglhip with, in cafe he had affum’d 
in favour it j as *twas related to Bilhop Burnet by one 
tefUnt P «° Stoupe, a Grifon by birth, and' much trailed by 
ligion. fe * Cromwell in foreign affairs. The defign was, to 
let up a council for the Protejlant religion, in 
oppofition to the congregation de propaganda fide, 

at 
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at Rome. His Highnefs intended it fhould confift 1657. 
of feven counfellors, and four fecretaries for dif- 
ferent provinces. The fir ft province was to be, 

France, Switzerland , and the Valleys ; the fe- 
cond, the Palatinate and the other Calvinifts ; the. 
third, Germany , the North , and 'Turkey ; and tjie 
fourth, the Eajl and Weft Indies. The fecreta- 
ries were to have each 500/. falary, and to keep 
a correlpendence every where, to be inform’d -of 
the ftate of religion all over the world, that ail 
good defigns by their means might be promoted. 

A fund of 10000/. per Annum was to be at their 
difpofal for ordinary emergencies ; but they were 
farther to be fupply’d as there was occasion. 

Chelfea college was to be fitted up for them, be- 
ing then an old decay’d building, which had been 
at firft eredted for writers of cant rover fy. The 
Bifhop concludes the account thus : “ I thought 
“ it was not fit to let fuch a projedt as this be 
“ quite loft : It was certainly a noble one : But 
“ how far he would have purfu’d it, muft be left 
** *0 conjedture.” 

To return; Cromwell having refus’d the title Hewcoa- 
of King, the parliament foon voted, “ That he 
“ fhould enjoy the title and authority he had al- t j, e bumble 
4t ready;” which was in many particulars enlarged Petition 
beyond what it was by the former Inftrument , by 
the new one, call’d The humble petition and advice. 

This inftrument confifted of eighteen articles ; but 
I fhall only give the fubftance of the chief ones, 
as follows : “ That his Highnefs under the title The fub- 
** of Lord Protestor, would be pleas’d to exercife fonceotit. 
“ the office of chief magiftrate over England , 

“ Scotland, and Ireland , &c. and to govern ac- 
“ cording to all things in this petition and advice : 

“ Alfo, that in fiis life-time he would appoint 
“ the perfon that fhould fucceed in the govern- 
“ ment after his death. That he would call par- 
“ liaments corififting of twokoufes , once in three 

“ years ^ 
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1 657. ** years at fartheft. That thole perfons who were 
“ legally cholen by a free election of the people 
** to ferve in parliament, might not be deducted 
“ from doing their duties, but by confent of that 
“'houfe whereof they were members. That none 
“ but thole under the qualifications therein men* 
“ tion’d, Ihould be capable to ferve as members 
“ in parliament. That the power of the other 
“ houfe be limited as therein prefcrib’d. That 
“ the laws and ftatutes of the land be obferv*d 
“ and kept ; and no laws altered, fulpended, ab- 
“ rogated, or repealed, or new laws made, but 
<l by aft of parliament. That the yearly fum 
“ of a million of pounds fterling be for the main- 
“ tenance of the navy and army ', and three hun- 
“ dred thoufand pounds for the fupport of the 
“ government, betides other temporary fupplies, 
“ as the commons in parliament Ihould fee ne- 
“ ceflary. That the number of the Proteftor’s 
“ council Ihould not be above one and twenty; 
“ whereof the quorum to be feven and not un- 
“ der. The chief officers of ftate, as chancellors, 
“ keepers of the great feal, fsV. to be approved 
“ by parliament. That his Highnels would en- 
“ courage a godly miniftry in thefe nations ; and 
“ that fuch as do revile or disturb them in the 
“ worlhip of God, may be punilhed according to 
“ law *, and where the laws are defective, new 
“ ones to be made in that behalf. That the pro- 
“ teftant Chriftian religion, as it is contained in 
** the Old and New ‘Tejiaments, be aliened and 
“ held fonh for the publick profeffion of thefe 
“ nations ; and no other; and that a confeffion of 
“ faith be agreed upon and .recommended to die 
** people of thefe nations ; and none be permit- 
“ ted by words or writings, to revile or reproach 
“ the faid confeffion of faith , &c.” 

The re- The preamble to this petition was in thefe words : 
amble of “ We the knights, citizens,, and burgefles in this 
i t . ~ “ prefent 
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44 prefcnt parliament aftembled, taking into our 1657. 
44 moft ferious confideration the prefent ftaee of 
44 thefe -three nations, joined and united under 
“ your Highnefs’s protections cannot but in the 
44 firft place with all thank fill nefs acknowledge 
<( the wonderful mercy of Almighty God, in de- 
44 livering us from the tyranny and bondage, both 
44 in our fpiritual and civil concernments, which 
44 the late King and his party defigned to bring us 
* ( under, and purfu’d the effecting thereof by a long 
44 and hloody war : And alfo that it hath pleafed 
4 ‘ God to preferve your perfon in many battles, to 
“ make you, an inftrument for preferving our 
44 peace, altho’eviron’d with enemies abroad, 

44 and filled with turbulent, refilled, and unquiet 
“ fpirits in our own bowels ; and as in the tread. 

“ ing down the common enemy, and reftoring 
“ us to peace and tranquility, the Lord hath us'd/ 

“ you fo eminently, and the worthy officers and 
“ foldiers of the army (whole faithfulnefs to the 
44 common caufe we and all good men Hull ever 
“ acknowledge, and put a juft value upon 0 fo 
44 alfo that he will ufe you and them in die fettle. 

44 ment and fecuring our liberties as we are men 
44 and Chriftians, to us and our pofteriry after us ; 

44 which are thofe great and glorious ends, which 
44 the good people of thefe nations have fo freely, 

44 with the hazard of their lives and eftates, fo 
44 long and earneftly contended for. We confider 
44 likewife the continual danger which your life is 
44 in, from the bloody practices both of the ma- 
44 lignant and Mfcontented party (one whereof, 

44 through the goodneis of God, you have been 
44 lately deliver’d from) it being a received prin- 
44 ciple amongft them, that no order being fettled 
44 in your life-time for the fucceffion in the govern- 
44 ment, nothing is wanting to bring us into blood 
44 and confufion, and them to their defired ends, 

44 but the deftru&ion of your perfon : And in cafe 

A a 44 things 
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“ things (hould thus remain at your death, we 
“ are not able to exprefs what calamities would 
“ in all human probability enfue thereupon ; which 
** we truft your Higbnefs (as well as we) do hold 
** your felf obliged to provide againft, and not 
“ to leave a people, whole common peace and 
“ intereft you are entrufted with, in fuch a con* 
“ dition as may hazard both, efpecially in this 
** conjundture, when there leems to be an oppor- 
“ tunity of coming to a fettlement upon juft and 
“ legal foundations. Upon thefe confiderations, 
“ we have judg'd it a duty incumbent upon us to 
** prefent and declare thefe our moil juft and ne- 
** ceflary defires to your Highnels.” 

T his Inftrument being digefted and agreed up* 
on, the houfe fent to the Prote&or for an audience ; 
which he appointed to be on the 25th of May, in 
the Banqueting-boufe. The members waiting up- 
on him accordingly,' their Speaker IViddrington pre- 
ferred and read the laid Inftrument to him, and 
deftr’d his aflent ; which, after a long pauie, he 
with all the geftures of concern and perplexity, 
granted ; and then declar'd to them as follows : 
“ That he came thither that day, not as to a tri- 
“ umph, but with the moil ferious thoughts that 
“ ever he had in all his life, being to undertake 
“ one of the greateft burdens that ever was laid 
upon the back of any human creature ; fo that 
“ without the fupport of the Almighty, he mull 
“ fink under the weight of it, to.the damage and 
“ prejudice of thefe nations. This being To, he 
“ mull alk help of the parliament, and of thofe 
“ that fear God, that by their prayers he might 
“ receive afliftance’ from God •, for nothing elfe 
“ could enable him to difeharge fo great a duty 
“ and truft. That feeing this was but an intro- 
** duflion to the carrying on of the government of 
** thefe nations, and there were many things which 
could not be fupply’d without the afliftance of 

ki parliament. 
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“ parliament, it was his duty to alk their help in 1657. 
“ them : Not that he doubted ; for the lame Ipi- 
** rit that had led the parliament to this, would 
** ealily fugged the red to them. For his part, 

“ nothing would have induc’d him to take this un- 
“ fupportable burden to flelh and blood, but that 
“ he had feen in the parliament a great care in do- 
** ing thole things which might really anfwer the 
“ ends that they had engaged for, and make dear- 
4 ‘ ly for the liberty of the nation, ancf for the in- 
“ tered and prefervation of all fuch as fear God 
** under various forms : And if thefe nations were 
“ not thankful to them for their care therein, it 
would fall as a fin upon their heads. That yet 
“ there were fome things , wanting that tended to 
“ reformation, to the difcountenancing vice, and' 

** the encouragement of. virtue ; but he fpake not 
“ this as in the lead doubting their progrefs, but 
** as one that did heartily defire, to the end that 
God might crown their work, that in their own 
“ time, and with what fpecd they judg’d fit, thofe 
“ things might be provided for.” The fpeech be- 
ing ended, the members return’d again to their 
houle. And thus did his Highnefs accomplilh a 
chief part of what he defign’d, which was to have 
his power and authority confirm’d by parliament. ’ 



Chap. VII. 

From his being confirm'd Protestor by the Par- 
liament's Humble Petition and Advice, to bis 
Death. Concluding with fome Account of bis 
Character, and his pompous Funeral. 


/CROMWELL having thus accepted of the His fo- 
^ government from the hands of the parliament, l«nn/«Mjr- 
*twas thought fit he Ihould have a fblemn Inavgu- & UTtUtn ' 
ration 1 which was accordingly appointed to be on 
the 2 6 th of June, and the houfe order’d the mailer 
A a 2 .of 
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1657. of the ceremonies to give notice thereof to all fb- 
reign ambafladors and minifters. Wejhninfter-baU 
was prepared for this folemnity, and adorn*d and 
beautifyM as fumptuoufly as it could be for a Coro- 
nation. At the upper end there was an afcent rai- 
fed, where a chair and canopy of ftate were fee, 
and a table with another chair for the Speaker ; 
and feats were likewife built up for the members 
„ of parliament, the judges and officers, and for the 
lord-mayor and aldermen of London . All things 

being prepar’d, the Lord Protestor came out of a 
room adjoining to the Lords houfe (having come 
r thither from Whitehall by water) and in this order 
proceeded into the hall. Firft went his gentlemen, 
then a herald ; next the aldermen, another herald, 
and the attorney-general ; then the judges i then 
Homy king at arms, the Lords commiffioners of 
the feal, and of the treafury ; then Garter king at 
arms, and after him the Earl of Warwick carrying 
the fword bare-headed before the Proteftor, and 
the Lord-mayor Ttcbbum carrying the city fword. 
His Highnefs (landing up unaer a cloth of ftate, 
die Speaker or 1 the parliament made the following 
fpeech to him. 

The Spea- “MAY it plea/e your Highnefs, You are now 
tart ” “ upon a great theatre, in a large choir of peo- 
ffwechto “ pie: You have the parliament of England, Scot- 
kun* land and Ireland before you : On your right 

“ hand, my Lords the judges ; and on your left 
“ hand the Lord-mayor, aldermen and Iherifis of 
“ London , the moft noble and populous .city of 
** England. The parliament with the incerpofition 
“ of your fuffrage makes laws; and die judges 
•* and governors of London are the great difpen- 
“ fers of thofe laws to the people. The occafioo 
“ of this convention and intercourfe, is to give an 
“ inveftiture to your Highr.cls in that eminent place 
“ of Lord Protestor j a name which you had be- 
fore, but it is now fettled by the full unanimous 
• “ confent 
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, “ confent of the people of tbefc three nations at- 1657. 
“ fepibied in parliament: You have no new name, 

“ but a new date added to the old name ; the fix- 
“ teenth of December is now ehaaged to the twen- 
** ty-fixth of June." 

Then he faid, he was commanded by the par- 
liament to make, oblation to his Highnefs of four 
things in order to his inauguration. At which* 
being affifted by the Earl of Warwick , and White- 
lock, -he veiled his Highnefs with a robe of purple- , 
velvet lin’d with ermines*, telling him, It was an ' 
tmbjem of magiftracy , and imported rigbteoufnefs and 
juftice. Thai he prefented him with a bible, rich- 9 
ly gilt and bofs’d with gold, and told him, It was 
a book that contain d the holy fcriptures , in which be 
bad the bappinejs to be well verfd * it was a book of 
books , and contairtd both precepts and examples for 
good government . Next he put in his hand a fcep- 
ter of malfy gold, faying. Here is a feepter , not 
unlike a faffs for you are to be a ft off to the weak 
and poor. Laftly, he girt him witha very rich 
fword, with this comment. Tbit is not a military , 
but a civil fword ; it is a fword rather of defence 
than offence , not only to defend yourfelf, but alfo your 
people. Then his Highnefs took an oath, to go- 
vern the people of thefe three nations according to 
law, (ftc. Which done, Mr. Manton pray’d, re- 
commending his Highnefs , the parliament, the coun- 
cil, the forces by land and fea, and the whole go- 
vernment and people of the three nations to the 
blelling and protection of God. Then the trum- 
pets founded, and an herald proclaimed his High* 
nefs’s title, and all was concluded with the loud ac- 
clamations of the people, God fave the Lord Pro- 
testor. The ceremonies being ended, his Highnefs 
with his train return’d to Whitehall, and the mem- 
bers to their houfe, where they adjourn'd their fit- 
ting to the 20th of January next. There was a 
fine medal ftruck on the occahon of the Protector's 

A a 3 inau- . - 

Digitized by Google 



35 $ 

* 657 - 

v/VV 


Bills pafs’d 
by him. 


Lambtrt 
djfgufted 
and re- 
moved. 


the LIFE.®/ 

inauguration, perform’d by that excellent graver 
Simmottds ; which had on one fide the buft of Oli- 
ver, and round it, Oliver D. G. R. P. Ang. Seo. 
Hibernia Protestor. On the reverfe was an olive- 
tree flourilhing in a field, with this round it, Non 
deficient Oliva, Sept. 3. 1657. 

Thb bills palled by the Lord proteftor this 
leffion,. befides thofe already mention’d, were, 
** 1 . An aft for limiting and fitting the prices for 
“ wines. 2 . An aft for the taking away cf pur- 
“ veyance, and compofitions for purveyance. 3. An 
“ aft againjl vagrants , and wandering, idle , dif- 
“ folute perfons. 4. An aft giving licence for 
*' tranfporting fifh in foreign bottoms. 5. An aft 
“ for quiet enjoying of fequeflered parfonages and 
** vicarages , by the prefent incumbents. 6 . An aft 
“ for difcovenng, conviEling, and repreffng of Po- 
** pifh recufants. 7. An aft for punifibing of jucb 
perfons as live at high rates , and have no vifi- 
“ ble eftate , profeffion , or calling anfwerable tbere- 
“ unto. 8. An aft for indemnifying of fucb per- 
“ fons as have afted for the fervice of the publick. 
“ 9. An aft for the better cbfervalioh of the 
“ Lord’s-day. 10. An aft for the better fuppref- 
“ fing of theft upon the borders of England and 
“ Scotland, and for difcovery of highway -men and 
“ other felons. 1 1. An aft for the improvement of 
“ the revenue of the cuftoms and excife. 12. An 
aft for the affuring, confirming , and fettling of 
“ lands and eftates in Ireland. 13. An aft for the 
“ attainder of the rebels in Ireland. 14. An aft 
“ for the fettling of the pofi age of England, Scot- 
“ land and Irelandi” 

LUDLOW tells us, that the next day after 
the folemnity of the inauguration, there was a 
feaft prepar’d for the affembly and officers of the 
army j at which ’twas obferv*d major-general 
Lambert was not prefent •, which occafion’d many 
to fufpeft he was declining in favour for obftruft- 
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ing CromwelV s defign of being King ; for he fays 1657. 
he was credibijy inform'd, that when that bufinefs 
was on foot, the major-general took the liberty 
to tell Cromwell , ‘That if be accepted the crown , be 
could not ajfure the army to bim. Or perhaps he • 
was difgufted at the Protestor’s referring to him- 
felf the naming of his fucceffor in the govern- 
ment. Some time after, upon the major-general’s 
refuting to take the oath, enjoin’d by the bumble 
petition and advice , not to do any thing againft the 
prefent government, and to be true and faithful to 
the Proteftor, according to the law of the land j 
his Highnels fent for him, and told him, He was 
well affur'd bis refufal proceeded not on account of ibis 
new authority ; for be might remember , that be bim- 
felf did at the firft prefs bim to accept the title of 
King } and therefore if be was now diffatisfy'd with 
the prefent pojlure of affair s, be.de/tr~d bim to fur- 
render Ins commiffton . To this Lambert anfwer’d. 

That having no fufpidon that it would then be de- 
manded of bim , be had not brought it, but if be 
pleas'd to fend for it, be jhould deliver it j which two 
or three days after was accordingly done. But the 
Protestor not thinking it fafe to difguft him en- 
tirely, allow'd him . a penfion of 2000/. a year, 
to keep him from any defperate undertaking. 

The ProteStor, now in the height of his gran- 
deur and power, met with one very great misfor- 
tune, by the death of his valiant and viStorious 
admiral Blftke, after his having added one very 
fignal exploit more this year to his other glories. 

Having rode out all the winter florms before Cadiz The n- 
and the coaft of Portugal , he received certain intej- markable 
ligence, that another Spanifb plate-fleet, much richer 
than the former, was coming home ; and for fear 3 ™”at 
of the Englifh fleet had put into the bay of San ft a Sanaa 
Cruz in the ifland of Teneriff, one of the Canaries. Cruz. 
Upon this Blake with his fleet weigh’d anchor, 

April 13, and by the 20th flood off the Offing of 
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1657. the (aid bay; where he accordingly found die 
galleons arriv'd, to the number of fixteen men of 
war. The bay was fecur'd by a ftrong cattle weH 
farnifh'd with great ordnance, befides (even forts 
more in> fevcral parts of if, mounted with fix, four 
and three great guns a-piece, and united together 
by a line of communication from one fort to ano- 
ther, which was mann'd with mufqueteers. Don 
. Diego Diagues, the Spanijb admiral, caus'd all his 
(mailer fhips to moor clofe to the ftioar, cover'd | 
by die cattles and forts, and potted the fix large 
galleons farther off at anchor, with their formida- 
ble broadfides to the fea. A Dutch merchant- 
man was at this time in the bay, the matter whereof 
perceiving the Engltfb were" ready to enter, and that 
a combat would prefently enfue, defired Don 
Diegos leave to depart : For, fkid he, /* am 
very fure, Blake will prefently be among ft us ; to | 
which the Don resolutely anfwer’d, Get you gone if 
you will, and let Blake come if be dares. 

BLAKE having call'd a council of war, and 
finding it impracticable to carry off the galleons, 
refolved to burn them all : To which end, he firft 
order'd the brave captain Stayner, in tht Speaker 
frigate, with a fquadron to ftand into the very 
bay ; who by eight the next morning fell forioufly 
upon the Spaniards, without the leaft regard to 
their forts, and fought them almoft an hour. The 
admiral feconding him, potted ibme of the larger 
fhips to cannonade the cattle and forts ; which 
' play'd their parts fo well, that the enemy after 

fome rime was forced to leave them. Blake for 
the fpace of four hours engaged the galleons, 
which made a brave refiftance, but were at laft , 
abandon'd by the enemy ; as were likewife the 
fmaller veflels which lay under the forts, which 
were burnt by Stayner, whiltt Blake did the fame 
by the large galleons ; fo that this whole plate- 
fleet, of ineftimable value; was utterly deftroy'd ; 

and. 
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and, which is very remarkable, as foon as ever 1657. 
the a&ionwas over, the wind, which before blew 
ftrong into the bay, on a hidden veer’d about, 
and brought Blake with his fleet out to fea, with- 
out the lofs of one fhip, and with no mote than 
forty*eight men kill'd, and a hundred and twenty 
wounded. The news of this brave and unparallel'd 
action being brought to England before the end of 
the feffion, the parliament order'd a day of thanks- 
giving for this great fuccefs ; and the Lord Pra- 
ted or, at their defire, fent the admiral a diamond 
ring of 500 /. value, and knighted Stayner at his 
return to England. 

BLAKE , after this noble exploit, fail'd back Hit death 
to Spain, where after having kept all their fhips 
and ports in awe, he return'd for England . But 
falling fick of a fever, he died in the 59th year of 
his age, juft as the fleet was entering into Plymouth 
found ; where he palfionately enquir'd for the land, 
bpt found his own element the more proper bed of 
honour. He had a publick funeral Solemnly and 
juftly bellow'd upon him, and the honour of being 
interr’d in Henry VHth’s chappej. The Lord Cla- 
rendon Yays, “ He was the firft man that declia'd 
“ the old track, and made it manifeft, that the 
“ (naval) Science might be attain'd in Ids time 
'* than was imagin'd ; and defpis'd thofe rules 
“ which had been long in practice, to keep his 
“ (hips and his men out of danger, which had 
“ been held in former times a point of great 
ability and circumfpe&ion *, as if the principal 
“ art requite in the captain of a fhip had been 
to be fare to come home fafe again. He was 
“ the firft man who brought fhips to contemn 
“ caftles on fhore, which had been thought ever 
*' very formidable, and were diicover*d by him 
“ to make a noife only, and to fright thofe who 
" could rarely be hurt by them. He was the firft 
“ that infus'd that proportion of courage into (he 

“ feamen. 


Digitized by 


Google 



36 2 He LIFE of 

1657. 4t teamen, .by making them fee by experience) 
wryv “ what mighty things they could do, if they were 
(< refolv’d •, and taught them to fight in fire as 
“ well as upon water: And tho’ he hath been very 
“ well imitated and follow’d, he was the firft that 
“ gave the example of that kind of naval courage, 
“ and bold and refolute atchievements.” 

He had a very grejt regard to the honour of 
his country, and the Englijb dominion of the 
teas. He endeavour’d to preferve peace and unity 
among his feamen, by telling them, “ Thac they 
“ Ihould not liften to any news from land, nor 
“ mind the changes in the government, but re- 
“ member' that the fleet was Englijb, and that 
“ their enemies were foreigners ; and therefore 
“ they muft fight for the honour of the Englijb 
An in* “ nation.” ‘ One inftance of his care to preferve 
fiance of the honour of his country, mention’d by Bifhop 
w, **8** i Burnet , I cannot omit. He fays, that Blake hap- 
noorofi hit t0 ^ at Malaga with the fleet, before 

Country. Cromwell made war upon Spain, fome of his fea- 
men going afhore, met the bojl, as it was carrying 
about, and not only refus’d to pay any honour to 
it, but laugh’d at thofe who did. Whereupon 
one of the priefts ftirr’d up the people to relent 
this affront *, and fo they fell upon them and beat 
them feverely. The feamen returning to their 
fhip, and complaining of the ufage they had met 
with, Blake immediately difpatch’d a trumpeter to 
the Vice-Roy, to demand the prieft who had been 
the chief occafion of it : To which the Vice-Ray 
return’d this anfwer, That be bad no authority over 
the priejls , and fo could not difpofe of bim. But 
Blake f$nt him word again, That be would not en- 
quire who bad power to fend the prieft to. bim, but if 
be were not fent within three hours , be would bum 
their ‘Town. And fo being unable to refill him, 
they lent the prieft to him } who juftifying him- 
felf upon the rude behaviour of the feamen, Blake 

anfwer’d. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Oliver Cromwell. 


i 6 i 


ftnfwer’d, That if be bad fent a complaint to him of 1657. 
it, be would have puniftfd them feverely, fince be ^/W 
would not fuffer bis men to affront the eSiabliftfd re- 
ligion of any place at which be touclfd }' but be took 
it ill, that be fet on the Spaniards to do it j for be 
would have all the world to know, that an Englifh- 
man was only to be puniftfd by an Englilhman. 

And fo he civilly treated the prieft, and difmjfs’d 
him, being latisfy’d that he had him at his mercy. 

The Bifhop fays, Cromwell was exceedingly pleas’d 
with this, and read the letters in council with 
great fatisfaftion, telling them. Helped he Jhould 
make the name of an Englilhman as great as ever 
that of a Roman bad been. 

As victory crown’d the Proteftor*s arms by lea f uc _ 
this year, fo his forces by land were not unfuccefs- C efj of the 
ful. The 6000 men which his Highnefs was Prot*aor’» 
oblig’d by his treaty with France to provide, for by 
adting jointly with the French againft the Spaniards, 
being tranfported under the command of Sir John 
Reynolds and major-general Morgan, the' French 
had no inclination to begin upon Mardyke or Dun- 
kirk, which when taken were to be put into Crom- 
well’s hands, but march’d to other places which 
they were to conquer for their own ufe. But his 
HigHnefs*s ambaflador Lockhart made fuch re- 
peated reprefentations to the Cardinal, complaining 
of their breach of faith, not without Ibme menaces. 

That bis master knew where to find a more punctual 
friend, that as loon as they had taken Montmedj 
and St. Venant, the army march’d into Flanders 
and inverted Mardyke, which being taken would 
much facilitate the defign upon Dunkirk. The 
French and Englifh had not lain before this ftrong 
place above four days, when it was reduc’d 
to a furrender upon compofition, and deli- 
ver’d up wholly into the pofleflion of the Englifh. 

But prefently after, the French being withdrawn' 
into winter-quarters, the Spaniards,, who were 

fenfiblc 
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fenfibie of what great importance this place was 
to the preferring of Dunkirk , detach'd a body of 
horfc and foot to retake it. Among thefe were 
aooo Englijb and Irifb, commanded by the Duke 
of York ; and they made two very furious ftonns 
upon the fort, but were ftoudy repuls'd, and 
forc'd to fly, with the lofe of feveral brave com- 
manders. 

LUDLOW , fpeaking of this a&ion, lays. 
Many of tbofe who were kilFd on the enemy s fit 
were Englifh under the Duke of York : And as it 
was corf e/s' d by all prefent , that the Englifh who 
took part with the French, behav'd tbemfehes with 
more bravery than any \ fo it was obferrfd, that 
tbofe of the cavalier party who bad join'd with the 
Spaniards, behav'd tbemfehes worft. The m&rlhai 
Yurenne commanded the army that took: Mar dyke \ 
to whom Cardinal Mazarine wrote thus, at Loch- 
barfs inftancee, before the fiege : Nothing can be 
of more fatal conference to France, than the lofs 'of 
Cromwell's frienajhip, and the breach of the union 
■with him *, which certainly will be broken , if fame 
Strong town is not taken and put into bis hands. 
This conqueft was very grateful to Cromwell, who 
immediately fent ten men of war to guard the 
port of Mardyke , and cruize on that coaft. A 
foreign popiih writer, fpeaking of this matter, 
fays, “ In effc&, nothing could flatter the ambi- 
“ tion of Cromwell more than this aeqaifkion, 
“ knowing he had thereby won immortal glory : 
He had, without the lots of a man, accom- 
** plifh’d a defign, which the greateft Kings of 
“ England had often attempted in vain, at the 
** expence of their people's blood and treafure: 
xt He had re^eftabUfn'd the EngUJb on the cond- 
" nent, and put them in a condition to make 
“ themfelves mailers of both fides of the chan- 
** nel, which had been defpair’d of flnee the lofl 
“ of Calms." 

Upon 
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Upon the French King's entering into an agree- 1657. 
ment with the Lord Protestor of England, King k/VM 
Charles with his family was obliged to leave France 
and retire to Colognes where having refifled about 
two years and a half, he this year, upon, conclu- 
ding a treaty with the Catholick King, repair'd to 
the city of Bruges in Flanders , where he found a 
handfome accommodation for himfelf and his fmall 
court. About this time, among other methods he 
us’d in order to his reftoration, Mr. Ecbard tells us 
of a private application he made to Cromwell, fertohim. 
which he lays came from the mouth of the Dutchefi 
of Lauderdale, who told the fame to a perfon, of 
whofe credit he could make no queftion. The fto- 
ry is this : That this Lady, afterwards Dutchefi 
of Lauderdale , being a particular friend' and ac- 
quaintance of Cromwelfo, was employ'd to make a 
private offer and propofkl to him, in fubftance as 
follows, “ That if he would reftore, or permit the 
“ King to return to his throne, he would fend 
4( him a blank paper, for him to write his own 
** terms and limitations, and fettle what power 
“ and riches he pleas’d upon himfelf, family, and 
** friends." This propofil was firft communica- 
ted to the Protestor's Lady, who liked it very 
well, believing that betides other advantages, it 
would bring abfolute indemnity and fecurity to her 
hulband, and the whole family. She therefore 
took an opportunity, when (he was in bed with him, 
to mention the offer to him, and endeavour'd to 
perfuade him to accept of it, as being of the high- 
eft moment to the happinefe of himfelf and rela- 
tions. But he without minding her arguments 
and perfualions, prefently told her. She was a fool, 
adding this fhrewd fentence, If Charles Smart can 
forgive me all that I have done againfi him and his 
family, be does not deferoo to wear the crown of 
England. 

, Thi 
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1657. The King keeping his court at Bruges in Flan- 
v/vv den, had many confultations with* the governor 
Don John, and was in great hopes the diftra&jons 
in England might at length turn to his own advan- 
tage*, which encouraged the Spaniards to protect 
his perfon, and accept his arms in Flanders } where 
the marquefs of Ormond , the lord Rochester, the 
lords Gerrard and Wentworth, the lord Taaf, and 
general Middleton , had their feveral regiments quar- 
ter'd along the fea-coaft, under the command of the 
Dukes of Fork and Gloucester j both to aflift his Ca- 
tholick Majefty again ft his enemies the French , who 
were fupported by Cromwell , and to be in a readinefs to 
tranfport themfelves into England., if any favourable 
opportunity ihould invite them. And indeed, an in- 
An infur- furre&ion of the King’s friends was at this time de* 
SefignU ^8°’^ f t0 promote which, there was now publilh’d, 
and with great induftry dispers’d, a very bold paper, 
entitled, Killing no Murder, making it not only lawful 
but honourable to kill the Protestor, as a tyrant and 
common enemy of his country. This put his High- 
Dels into a terrible fright, and made him very vi- 
gilant to apprehend the author, who was then con- 
ceal’d, not only in his perfon, but in the very fuf- 
picion of his name, tho’ fince generally believ’d 
to be colonel Titus, who made a great figure in 
fome of the parliaments after the King's- reftora- 
tion. Some time after this alarm, which ferv’d 
more to put the Prote&or upon his guard, than to 
forward the preparations of the royalifts, the mar- 
quefs of Ormond flipt over from Flanders, and lay 
privately in London, to quicken the defign, intend- 
ing alio to fend for his troops to pulh pn the exc- 
And pre- cution of it. But the Prottdbor, who was always 
wated. good at intelligence, had (as was before related) 
corrupted Sir Richard Willis , who feem’d to be at 
the head of the King’s party, and pretended a 
great deal of zeal for his fervice, to difcoveF all 
.their moft fecret contrivances tp him } and by his 

intelligence, 
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intelligence, hp let out a proclamation againft the 1657. 
confpirators before they could get into a body ; 
by which means many of them were apprehended, 
the marquis of Ormond himfelf very narrowly e.- 
icaping. 

The Protestor now fent his writs of fummons, ot j ief 
under the great feal, to divers perfons to fit as Houfeof 
members of the Other Houfe *, the form of which parlia- 
writs was the lame with that which was us'd to mcnt * 
fummon the Peers in parliament. The perlons 
who were to compofe the Other Houfe were about 
fixty in number, among whom were diversnoble- 
men, knights,; and gentlemen of ancient families, 
of good eftates, and fome colonels and officers of 
the army. Their names were as follows } the lord 
Richard Cromwell , the Protedor’s eldeft fon v the 
lord Henry Cromwell , his other fon, lord-deputy 
of Ireland’, Nathanael Fiennes, and John lifle., 
lords commiffioners of the great feal ; Henry Law - 
rente, lord-prefident of the council *, Charles Fleet - - 
wood, lieutenant-general of the army } Bulflrode 
Whitelock, and William Sydenham, commiffioners of 
the treafury; Robert Earl of Warwick , Edmund 
Earl of Mulgrave , Edward Earl of Manchejter , 

William vifcount Say and Seal, Philip vifcount Lifle, 

Philip lord Wharton , Thomas lord Fauconberg , 

George lord Eure, John Claypole Efq*, Charles 
Howard Efq; whom the Protestor made a vifcount, 

John Dejborougb, and Edward Montague, generals 
at lea; Sir Charles Woljley, Sir Gilbert Pickering , 

Walter Strickland Efq-, major-general Skippon, co- 
lonel Philip Jones, Sir William Strickland , Francis 
Roufe Efq} John Fiennes Efqi Sir Francis Ruffel , 

Sir Thomas Honywood , Sif Arthur Hajlerigg, Sir 
John Hobart, Sir Richard Onflow, Sir Gilbert Ge- 
rard, .Sir William Roberts, lord-chief-juftice Glynn, . 
lord-chief-juftice St. John, William Pierpoint Elq} 

John Crew Elq-, Alexander Popham Efq; Sir Chri- 
flopher Pack, Sir Robert Tichburn, Edward Whal- 

ley Efq} 
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1657. kf Efq* Sir John Barkfiead , lieutenant of the 
Tower ; Sir George Fleetwood , Sir Thomas Pride , 
Sir Hetofon , - Richard Ingpldfby Efq; James 

Berry Efq; William Goffe Eiq; Thomas Cooper Efqi 
Edmund Thomas Efq; George Monk , general in 
Scotland ; David Earl o£ Caffils, Sir William Lock- 
hart, Sir Archibald Jobnftan , William Steel , lord 
chancellor of Ireland ; Asgvrr lord BrogbiU , Sir 
Matthew Ttmlinfon, William Leutbal and' Richard 
Hambden Efqs; Some of thefe were knights of the 
Protestor's own making. 

The two The parliament thus improv'd by the addition 
wSt* and anot ^ er houfe, 11161 a fecond time on the 20th 
hia High- day of January , when the Protestor came as a So- 
net* vereign to the houfe of Lords, and (aiding for the 
****** * Speaker and houfe of Commons by the black-rod, 
Sf m made a fhort fpeech to them, beginning in the old 
ftile, My Lords , and you the knights , citizens, and 
. burgejjcs of the houfe of Commons ; and then difcour- 

fing fome particulars which he recommended to 
them ; thanking them for their good correfpon- 
dence the laft feffion, and affuring them, if they 
- went on as they had begun, they (hould be call'd 
the lieffed of the Lord, and generations to come fbould 
hlefs them ; he left his lord-keeper Fiennes to make 
a long fpeech to them* with all the ftate o&our 
ancient Monarchs. 

A s feveral of the nobility, who had writs lent 
to them, refus'd to fit in the Other Houfe, lb Sir 
Arthur Hajlerigg, and fome few more of the com- 
mons, declin'd that honour, and chofe rather to lit 
in the lower houfe, for -which they had been ele&ed 
members by the people. Many others alio, who 
. had been excluded by the Proteftor in the firft fef- 
fion of this parliament, now ventur'd to take their 
feats, upon the third article of the Petition and Ad- 
vice, by which no members legally chofen, were to be 
excluded from the performance of their duty, but by 
confent of that houfe whereof they were members. By 

this 
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this means, and the removal of thofe of the other 
houfe, who were, for the moft part, taken out of 
this ^ a confiderable alteration was made in this 
aflembly j fo that they foon began to call in que- the'two 
.ftion the 'authority and jurifdiftion of the other ioufe*. 
houfe, and feveral of the members, particularly 
Sir Arthur Hajlerigg, appear’d very forward in fo- 
menting differences between thefe two bodies. Up- 
on this his Highnefs fent for the Commons, to the 
Banqueting-boufe, where he exhorted them to unity, 
and to the obfervance of their own rules in the Peti- 
tion and Advice. But this having no effedt upon 
them, they went on in the fame way ; many being- 
againft the members of the other houfe being call’d 
Lords , others enurely againft the having fuch ano- 
ther houfe, and fome fpeaking reproachfully of it. 

Thefe proceedings tended to their own deftrudlion; 
for the Protestor looking upon himfelf to be aim’d 
at by them, and that thefe things were only the 
teftimonies of their envy towards him and his go- 
vernment, began to think of putting a flop to all 
by diflolving the parliament. Whilft he was revol- 
ving this in his mind, on the 4th of February he 
receiv’d frelh information concerning the diligence 
of his adverlaries in all parts ; which quicken’d 
him to that degree, that he would not ftay for one 
of his own coaches, but taking the firft that was 
at hand, with fuch guards as he could prefently get 
together, he hurry’d to the Other Houfe : whither 
being come, he imparted his refolution to diffolve 
the parliament to lieutenant - general Fleetwood •, 
who earneftly endeavouring to difluade him frotn 
it, he clapt his hand upon his breaft, and fwore, 
by the living Gpd be would do it. Then the ufher 
of the black-rod was fent to the Commons to ac- 
quaint, them, that his Highnefs was in the Lords 
houfe, and there requir’d their attendance. Here- 
upon they, with the fpeaker, went up, and his f o)v °J ' 
Highnefs made a fpeech to them, declaring feveral thente 
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1657. urgent and weighty reafons, which made it ntceffary 
/or him, in order to the publick peace and fafvty, to 
proceed to an immediate dijfolution of this parliament ; 
and accordingly he did diflolve them. 


Plot of the 
fifth- mo- 
narchy 
men a- 



H i s Highnefs was the more incens'd, becaufe 
at this time the Hfth-monarchy men were forming 
a dangerous confpiracy to overthrow him and his 
government which he fufpedted was cou nt e na nc'd 
by many of the parliament. Major-general Harri- 
fon was deep in this plot, which was laid for an 
infurreftion to dethrone the Protestor. Their chief 


cabal was held in a houfe near Shoreditch, where 
fecretary Tburhe , who fpared no pains or money 
fothis mailer’s lafety, had a fpy among them, ana 
fuffer’d them to go on till me night before that 
wherein they had appointed to rendezvous ; at 
which time he fent a party of foldiers, who feiz'd 
the chief of them as they were confulting about die 
manner of putting their defign in execution. Their 
arms and ammunition were likewife feiz*d, with a 


ftandard of a Lion cou chant, as of the tribe of Judah , 
with this motto. Who Jhall rouze him up ? and fe- 
veral copies of a printed declaration, with this tide. 
The principle of the Remnant, &c. The confpirators 
apprehended were Venner, Gray, Gowler, Hopkins, 
Ajhton, ahd others, who were carried prifoners to 
the Gate-boufe, where they lay long in a miferabte 
condition, but were fpared to create difturbance 
and their own deftruction at another rime, viz. 
foon after the King’s reftoration. 

Shortly after, as Ludlow informs us, fotne 
perfons who us'd to meet in Coleman- fir eet, to de- 
plore the apoftafy of the times, and particularly 
that of Whitehall, were apprehended by the lord 
mayor's officers, purfuant to the Protestor's orders, 
as they were coming out of their meeting-pkde. 
Story of Among thefe was one cornet Day, who being ac- 
rornet cus’d of faying. That the Protestor was a rogue arid 
. a traitor, confefs’d the words and to juftinr him- 
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fclffaid, that Cromwell - had affirmed in the pre- 1657. 
knee of himfelf and feveral other officers, $bat if 
be did opprefs the confdentmus , or betray the liberties 
of the people , or not take away tithes by a certain lime 
(now paft) they fbotdd then bane liberty to Jay be was 
a rogue said a traitor. He defir’d leave therefore 
to produce his witnefies, who were then prefent, 
to what he had afTerted. But the bufinefs was fo 
manag’d, that he and fome others were fin’d and 
imprifon’d for their mifdemeanors. * . ' . 

The Cavalier plot was mention’d before. And The Cm* 
of this alfo he had timely informations given him $ va J ur 
upon which he fent for the lord-mayor, aldermen po * 
and common - council of the city of London , agd 
acquainted them with it, and defir’d their care to 
put the city into a pdfture of defence. They ac- 
cordingly went back with great indignation againft 
the Royalifts, and took extraordinary care of their 
gates and guards, and withal drew up an humble 
addrefs to his Highnefs, promifing. the faith of the 
city, and the purfe of it, in firmly adhering to 
him againft all his enemies. Addrefies alfo of the 
fame drain were made from general Monk's and 
other regiments, and from the Englifb forces in 
Flanders ; all which his. Highnefs anfwer*d with 
thanks. He now thought it time to proceed agairrft x 6 g 8 . 
the confpirators themfelves, whom he had lately 
lodg’d in prifon. For this purpofe a high court if Trial of 
jufiice was erefted, being hounded on a law made 
by the late parliament for the fecurity of his High- siint!bu 
oefs’8 perfon. fPbitelock was one of the commdfi- and Mr* 
oners, but he tells us he never fat with them, it Mv daunt « 
being againft bis judgment. Before this court were 
brought. Dr. Hew el. Sir Henry Sling/by, and Mr, 
Mordaunt, with fome others of the meaner fort. 

The general charge againft them was, “ For en» 

“ deavouring to levy war againft the government 
•* on behalf of Charles Stuart The particular 
xharge againft Dr. Hewet was, ** For difperfing 
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165S. “ commiffions from the ion of thp late King, and 
l^/Ys; “ perfuading divers to raife forces by virtue of the 
“ fame.” That againft Sir Henry Slingjby was, 

“ For attempting to debauch fome of the garifon 
“ of Hull to the fervice of Charles Stuart , and de- , 
“ livering a commiflion from him to them.” And 
the prifoners of lefs note were charged “ With a 
“ defign of firing the city in feveral parts, at the 
** time, appointed for the infurreftion.” Dr. Hewet 
deny’d the jurifdiftion of the court, and argu’d a- 
gainft the legality of it *, and fo for contempt, after 
having been three times required to plead, he was 
adjudg’d guilty of the charge *, and when he after- 
wards offer’d to plead, he was told it was too late. 
Sir Henry Slingjby pleaded that he was a prifoner 
at the time when he was charg’d to have practis’d . 
againft the government, and that the perfons whom 
he was accufed of attempting to corrupt, had tre- 
pann’d him by their promifes to ferve the King in 
delivering Hull, if he would give them a commit 
Con to aft for him ; which commiflion was an old 
one, that had lain long by him. But all this avail- 
ing him nothing, he was, together with Dr. Hewet, 
adjudg’d to die*, and accordingly they were both 
beheaded on Tower-bill , notwithstanding all endea- • 
vours that were us’d for procuring their pardon. 
Six of the meaner fort were condemn’d to be 
hang’d, but only three fuffer*d *, one in Tower- 
Jlreet , another ‘in Cbeapjtde , and the third before , 
the Exchange. As for Mr. Mordaunt , he pleaded 
not guilty *, and after a full hearing of the witnefies ' 
on both fides, the court acquitted him by one 
voice. 

When thefe trials were over, the High court ef 
juftice was diflolv’d, and the Proteftor, by fVbitt- \ 
lock’s advice, referr’d all future trials of confpira* 
tors to the Upper Bench , in the courle of common 
law. He not only made Howard a Vifcount, bat 
fign’d a patent to make Whitelock one, and three 

Other 

Digitized by Google 



Oliver Cromwell. 


373 


other patents to make the attorney- general Pride- 1658. 
aui f, and the folicitor-general, baronets, and John \s*%f**J 
Maynard , Efqi his Highnefs’s ferjeant. 

In the beginning of this year, a party of the 
garrifon of OJlend , with the privity of the gover- 
nour, held intelligence with Cardinal Mazarine, 
and then with the Prote&or Cromwell, to betray 
. that town into the hands of the French, wherein, 
the Lord Prote&or was to have his lhare. Maza- 
rine was to lend a land army under the command 
of marlhal UAumont , and the Protestor was to fur- 
nilh a fleet for tranfporting the men. Articles hav- 
ing been agreed on between the fuppofed confpi- 
ratorsand the Cardinal, on May 14th, the appoint- 
ed day, the Englijh fleet appeared before OJlend , 
and the garrifon permitted the French to pais and 
land, who thought of nothing but an immediate 
polTeflion of the place. But the fubtle governour* 
having fuffered die fleet to come to a proper di- 
llance, on a fudden pull’d down the white flag that 
had invited thetp in, and fet up a bloody flag : 

And before the veflels could tack about, or get 
out of his. reach, he forely gall’d them by the can- 
non from the forts ; and the French that landed 
were all, to the number of 1 500, flain or taken 
prifoners, • among which laft was . the marlhal 
TYAumont himfelf. 

Presently after this great difappointment, Thefiege 
it was refolv’d to attempt the taking of Dunkirk ; and ^ttle 
which was accordingly inverted by the French, af- f ir ^ an ' 
filled by 6000 valiant Englijhmen, under the in- 
fpedion of Lockhart, the Protedlor’s ambaflador, 
but more immediately under the command of ma- 
jor-general Morgan. Whilft they were carrying 
on their approaches towards the town, the French 
under marlhal T’urenne on the fide of Newport , and 
Morgan with his Englijh and a brigade of French 
horfe, onthat next Mar dyke, they had intelligence 
brought them, that the Spanijh general, Don John 
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of Auftria, with the Prince of Conde, the Prince 
de ligny, and the- Dukes of Fork and GUnueper, 
tirere advancing with. 30,000 men to relieve tho 
place. Hereupon the Frenchfcvng and Cardinal were 
perfuaded by Furenne and others to withdraw their 
perions, and retire to Calais , and leave all to bo 
determined by a council of war. In the firft coun- 
cil, which was held without either Lockhart or 
Morgan, it was re (hiv’d to raife the liege, if die 
en e my came on. But in the next, when thole two 
were prefen t, Morgan vehemently oppos’d that re- 
folution, alfedgkig, “ What a difhonour it would 
“ be to the crown of France , to have ‘fomraoned 
** a place, and broke ground before it, and then 
“ raife the liege and run away and defiring the 
council to confider, Fhat if they raitd the fiege , Ah# 
alliance with England would he broken the fame boar. 
Upon which it was refolv’d, contrary to their for- 
mer intention, to give battle to the enemy, if they 
came on, and to maintain the fiege. And the ene- 
my coming on, a defperate fight enfued, in which 
the Spaniards were in a manner totally routed by 
the EngUJby before die French came in. At the 
, end of the purfuit, marfhal Ftcrenne , with above a 
hundred officers, came up to, the Englifis, alighted 
from their horfes, and embracing the officers, faid, 

* ‘ T hey never faw a more glorious a&ion in their lives, 

* * and that they were fo transported with the light ofit, 
** that they had not power to move, or do any thing,’* 
The Spani/b army being entirely vanquilhed, the 
confederates renew’d their attempts upon the town 
of Dunkirk with great vigour and indyftry ; and 
the marquis de Leda the govemour, being mortally 
wounded, as he was fallying out upon the befiegprs, 
the Spaniards within defir’d a prefent capitulation ; 
which being granted, this important pjacq was 
fbrrender*d upon articles, on the 25th of*7* w ». 
when it was immediately deliver’d up into the 
bands of the EngUJb by the French King and Car- 
dinal 
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dual in perfon, purfuant to- the treaty between 1658. 
them and his Highnefs the Lord. Proteftor. 

And here I cannot omit the following ftory in a remark* 
relation to this affair, in which both the perfidtauf- able ftory 
nets of the French court, and the policy and power 
of the Engtijb Lord Protedor are very remarkably g r «t p#- 
feen. It is thus related by Dr. Weiwood. “ When iicy and 
die French army being join’d with the EngRJh power of 
“ auxiliaries* was on its march to inveft the town* 

“ Cromwell lent one morning for the French Am- 
V baflador to Whitehall, and upbraided him pub- 
M lickly for his mailer's defigned breach of pro- 
“ mife, in giving fee ret orders to the French ge- 
“ neral to keep pofleffion ctf Dunkirk , in cafe it 
“ was taken, contrary to the treaty between them. 

“ The Ambaflador pro celled he knew nothing of 
**■ the matter, as indeed he did not* and begg*d 
“ leave to affbre him* that there was no fuch thing 
“ thought of Upon which Cromwell pulling a 
** paper out of his pocket. Here (fays he) is a copy 
cf the cardinal? s order : And I defire you to dif- 
“ patch immediately an exprefs , to let him know, * 

“ that I am not to be inpofed upon ; and that if he 
“ deliver not up the keys of the town of Dunkirk to 
“ Lockhart within an hour after it JhallJte taken , 

“ Pll come in perfon and demand them at the gafet 
“ af Paris. There were but four perfons laid to 
“ be privy to this order, the Queen-mother, the 
“ Cardinal, the MarfhaJ de Turenne , and a Secre- 
“ tary. The Cardinal, for a long time, blam’d 
“ the Queen, as if fhe might poflibly have blahb’d 
“ it out to feme of her women : Whereas it was 
“ found after the fecretary’s death, that he had 
** kept- a fee ret correfpondence with Cromwell for 
“ feveral years ; and therefore it was not doubted 
“ but he had fent him the copy of the order above- 
** mention’d. The mefiage had its effedlj for 
“ Dunkirk was put into the pofleffion of the Eng- 
**. lift) : And to-palliate the matter (continues Wei- 
B b 4 “ wood) 
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“ wood) the duke and marlhal of Creqvy was dif- 
“ patch'd into England , ambaflador extraordi- 
“ nary, to compliment Cromwell, attended with 
“ a numerous and fplendid train of perfons of 
“ quality ; among whom was a Prince of the 
“ blood, and Mancini , Mazarine?* nephew, who 
** brought a letter from his uncle to the Prote&or, 
“ full of the higheft exprefllons of refpeft, and 
* ( alluring his Highnefs, Thai being within view 
“ of tbe t Englilh Jbore , nothing but the King’s indip 
“ pofition (who lay then ill of the fmall-pox at 
“ Calais) could have hinder’d him to come over to 
“ England, that be might enjoy the honour of wait- 
** ing upon one of the greateft men that ever was, 
“ and whom, next to bis mafter , bis greateft ambi- 
“ turn was to feroe. But being deprirtd of Jo great 
<( a happinefsy be bad fent tbeperfon that was neareft 
“ to him in blood , to affure him of the profound 
(t veneration be bad for bis perftm , and bow much 
“ be was rejoin? d, to tbe utmoft of bis power , to 
•* cultivate a perpetual amity and friendflnp betvnxt 
“ bis mafter and him.” 

Tho’ Welwood tells us, this embafly was to 
palliate the bufineis of Dunkirk , the author of the 
Hiffory of England during tbe reigns of tbe royal 
boufe of Stuart, lays it was to return a compliment 
Cromwell paid the French King, on his arrival at 
- Calais , juft before Dunkirk was fumnidePd ; 
when his Highneis fent the lord Falconbridge, 
his fon-in-law, with a numerous and Iplendid 
retin fie, of 1 50 gentlemen and fervants, to con- 
gratulate that Monarch upon his coming into the 
neighbourhood of England. He alio brought a 
letter from the Protestor to the King, written 
with his own hand, and another to the Cardinal, 
preifing the reducing of Dunkirk , as a neft of pi- 
rates. His lordihip had as much honour done 
him as could be paid to a fovereign prince. .Ajl 
rples«in the cererponials were pafsVl over. The 
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Cardinal receiv'd him as he came out of his coach, 1658. 
and gave him the right hand in his apartment, s^V***/ 
which was never done to the imperial ambafiador, 
or the pope's nuncio, and at which all the other 
foreign minifters grumbled. He was royally 
treated both by the King and the Cardinal, during 
the five days of his ftay ; and after he had taken 
his audience of leave, his Majefty prefented him 
with a gold box inlaid with diamonds, the arms of 
France on the cover, and three large jewels for the 
three Flower-de-luces •, on the infide was the King’s 
piSture fet in diamonds ; the whole of 5000 crowns 
value. And as his Excellency had prefented the 
King with two fets of Englijb horfes, from the 
Lord Protestor, and one fet to the Cardinal *, the 
King return’d a prelent of a fword, valu'd at 
10,000 crowns ; and the Cardinal fent his High- 
nefs a fuit of tapeftry hangings, wrought after the 
Perjian manner in the Gobelins at Paris. 

And hereupon, the Duke de Crequi (as was 
before mention’d) was difpatch'd into England by 
the French King, to compliment the Lord Pro- 
testor. He was receiv'd at his landing at Dover 
by lieutenant-general Fleetwood , accompanied by 
ieveral great officers in twenty coaches and fix, 
one hundred life-guard, and two hundred horfe, 
who all attended the Ambafiador with fwords 
drawn in their hands, ; befides above 1 50 gentle- 
men, who came with Fleetwood on horfeback. 

The ProteStor met his Excellency at the third ltair, 
and the next day entertain’d him at dinner, feat- 
ing him at his right hand, and his fon the lord 
Richard at his left. Some fay, the Duke prefented 
Cromwell with the keys of Dunkirk , telling him. 

His maSler took pleafure in parting with them to the 
greatefi Captain upon earth. He ftay’d fix days, 
and at. his departure, his Highnefs prefented him 
with a fword, worth 3000 crowns, and a ft ri king 
Watch fet with diamonds of the fame value,* with 
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i$5$« above 4.0 pieces of fine Englijh broad- cloath. Hb 
give alifb ao gold watches to die officers and gen-* 
tjemen of his retinue, and 1000 broad pieces 
among his fervants. 

Tkeftate But as ail worldly glory and profperity muft 
a Ht ^ vc 30 eQ< ^» our P ro£e '^ Qr,s greatnefs, which 
debefoi* expired only with his life, now drew near to a 
bis death, period. It has been obferv’d by fame, that tho* 
after the diflblution of the laft parliament, all 
things feem’d to fucceed at home and abroad, act 
cording to his wifh, and his power and greatnefs 
to be better eftablifh*d than ever; yet he never 
had that ferenity of mind, after his refufal of the 
crown, that he before ufually enjoy’d: that he 
was now much more apprehenfive of danger to his 
perfon than he ufed to be, and the many plots and 
confpiracies againft him, gave his mind great di- 
ffcurbance ; infomuch that he grew very fufpicious, 
and more difficult of accefs, and was more rarely 
feen abroad than formerly. Bifhop Buriat fays, 
it was generally believ’d that his life and all his 
arts were exhaufted at once, and that if he had 
liv’d much longer, he could not have held things 
together. However this be, ’ns certain he was 
\ greatly afflicted with the lois of fome of his family 
and friends, a little before his death. He feemM 
to be much troubled for the death- of his friend, 
the old earl of Warwick , with whom he had a faft 
friendlhip, tho’ neither their humours nor their 
natures were very much alike*, and the heir of that 
houfe, who had married his youngeft daughter, 
died ajbout the fame time *, fo tint all his rektiOa 
to, and confidence in that family, was at an end. 
The .fo th ® ut ^at chiefly difturbed his peace, was 

of his the death of his beft beloved daughter, the lady 
daughter Elizabeth Claypole , who is faid, to have eamefHy 
interceded f or Dr. Hewef s life, and yet in that 
only inftance had a denial from her fond father. 
She died at Ilampten- Qourt on the 6th of Augubn 
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and her body being carried by water to Wefimn- 1 658. 
fitr, after lying in ftate in the Painted - Chamber , was 
foJemnly interred in Henry die VUth’s chapel. 

About a week after her death, the Protestor, He fall* 
who had been ill about a fortnight before, grew hck. 
confiderably worfc at Hampton-Court y whither he 
had retired with his council. His diieafe at firft 
was a kind of tertian ague, which for fome time 
continued under fever al appearances, with fymp- 
toms fo favourable, that every other day he walk'd 
abroad in the palace garden : But now he began 
to be more confin'd ; and about the end of Augufi. 
took his bed, and made a will reladng to his pri- 
vate and domeftick concerns. His fits frill grow- 
ing ftronger, and his fpirits weaker, he was re- 
mov'd from Hampen- Court to fVbttc-HaU (tho* 

Whitelock fays he died at Hampton- Court. ) Here 
he foon appear'd to be delirious, and hisphyficians 
began to think him in real danger; tho' his chaplains 
feem'd frill to affure themfelves of his recovery ; 
infomuch that Dr. Thomas Goodwin , in his prayer 
to God for him, is laid to have exprefeM himfelf 
thus, That they ajkei not for bis life ; for they were 
a foil’d be had too great things for this man to do , 
to remove him yet ; but they prafd for bis Jpedy re* 
eovery, betaufe bis life and prefence were fo neceffary 
to divers things then of great moment to be difpatcb'd. 

His ficknels frill increafing, fo that he feem'd to 
be drawing near his end, thofe of his coun- 
cil being alarm'd, came to put him in mind to 
nominate his fuccefibr, according to the Humble He ap- . 
petition and advice. But he being now almoft 
in a lethargy, and not anfwering to the purpofe, 
they afk'd him again, whether 'rwas his will that faceted 
his eldeft fon Richard ihould fucceed him in the him. 
Protedorfhip ; to which 'twas faid he anfwer'd. 

Yes. Ludlow fays, the commiffioners of the great 
fed attended for figning the declaration of the per- 
fm to be appointed his fuccefibr; but whether he 
* was 
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was unwilling to difcover his intentions to leave the 
fuccelfion to his Ton, left thereby he fhould, in cafe 
of recovery, difoblige others whom he had put in 
expectation of that power ; or whether he was fo 
difeompos’d in body and mind, that he could not 
attend that matter ; or laftly, whether he would 
have named, or did name any other, is uncertain: 
but certain it is, that the commiffioners were not 
admitted till the Friday following, when the fymp- 
toms of death were apparent upon him. Others' 
give this account of the Protector’s laft Gcknefs, 
and the bufinefs of a fucceffor : That after Crom- 
well had been feme time ill, a malignant humour 
broke out in his foot, which hindering him from 
the exercife of walking or riding abroad, he oblig’d 
his phyficians to endeavour to difperfe it, which 
they attempting to do, drove it upwards to his 
heart; by which means he became defperately 
fick, and in the beginning of September the fym- 
ptoms of death appear'd upon him ; and aflcing 
one of his phyficians, what he thought of bis cafe ? 
the doCtor anfwer’d, My Lord , there is no more 
oil in that lamp winch has given fo much light to both 
church and fate. The dying Protestor replied with 
a magnanimity worthy of him, When do you think 
it will go out ? The phyfician told him. In two 
days at fartheft: Upon which Cromwell faid. It is 
time then to fettle my mind, and provide for the fafety 
of the Hate. Accordingly he lent for his council, 
and recommended to them the choice of a fuccef- 
for, tho’ by the Humble petition and advice he might 
nominate one himfelf, which it was expected he 
would have done. The author of the Hijlory of 
England, during the reigns of the royal houfe of 
Stuart, fays, lieutenant-general Fleetwood did, with- 
out doubt, expett to have been declared fucceffor 
to Cromwell, and without doubt had been, fo pro- 
mis’d by his father in-law ; and he farther fay s, 
his manufcript author, who had his memoirs from 
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the earl of Orrery (the famous lord BroghUl in 1658. 
Cromwell's time) affirms Oliver made Fleetwood his w/V'J 
heir ; but one of his daughters knowing where 
his will was, took it away and burnt it, before 
Fleetwood could come at it : And a few minutes 
before Cromwell’s death, when he was ask’d. Who 
Jhould fucceed him, he reply’d. In fucb a drawer of 
the cabinet , in my clofet , you will find it. Fleet- 
wood found himfelf trick’d, and the whole coun- 
cil againft him *, fo he fell in with them, waiting 
an opportunity to right or revenge himfelf. How- 
ever this was, on the third of September (his beloved 
and victorious day, on which he had twice tri- 
umph’d for two of his greateft victories, at Dunbar 
and Worcefier) about three in the afternoon, th? 
ProteCtor expired ; on which day, or, as fome He dk*. 
fay, the day before, there happen’d the moll vio- 
lent ftorm of wind that had ever been known ; 
which I have not fo ftrong a fancy as to imagine, 
with a certain author, was any thing preternatural ; 
any more than I can believe the prediction of 
colonel Lindfeyis to the day of the ProteCtor’s death, • 
which is founded upon the ftory of his making 
league with the devil ; a ftory, which, by the very 
fillinels of the relation, Efficiently confutes itfelf. 

Thus the famous Oliver Cromwell, after fo many 
great aCtions, fo many toils and’ fatigues, and io 
many plots and confpiracies againft his life, at Jaft 
died quietly in his bed. He expired in the fixtieth His age 
year of his age, five years four months and fourteen a . nd th * 
days after the diflolution of th© long parliament, 
four years eight months and eighteen days after he vernment. 
had been declared ProteCtor by the Infirument of 
government, and but one year three months ana 
nine days, after his being confirmed in that office 
by the Humble petition and advice. 

Thus having given a faithful account of the 300,0 ae- 
aCtions of this great man, I might leave everyone count of 
to judge of his character from thence : However, it his chara * 
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may not be amHs to cake 4 fliorc view of it. As 
to his perfon, he had a manly ftern look, and was 
of an aftive healthful conftitution, able so endure 
the greateft toil and fatigue. When he appealed 
firft in the parliament, he made no great figure, 
there feemed to be nothin g extraordinary in him, 
he dMcoverM none of thole talents which ufe to 
gam applaufe, and work upon die afft&hms of 
the hearers and ftanders by ; yet as he grew into 
place and authority, his parts teem'd to be rais’d, 
as if he had faculties that lay conceal’d, ’till he 
had occafion to ufe them ; and when he was to 
aft the part of a great man, he did k without any 
indecency, notwkhftandmg the want of cuftom. 
'His converfotion among his friends was very di- 
verting and familiar, but in publick referv*d and 
grave. He ufed often to confult with the Lord 
BregbilL, Pier print, WHtelock, Sir Charles Wrifley 
and fburke •, and would be fhut up three or four 
hours together with them in private difcourfe, and 
none were admitted to come in to him : He would 
fometimes be very chearful, and laying afide his 
greatnefs, would be exceeding familiar; and by 
way of diverfion would make Verfes with them, 
and every one muft try his fancy : He commonly 
call'd for tobacco, pipes, and a candle, and would 
now and then ta*ke a pipe himfeif ; then he would 
foil again to his great and ferious bufinefs, and 
would advife with them about his weighty and im- 
portant affoirs. 

He affefted, for the moft part, a plainnefs in 
his clothes ; but in them, as well as in his guards 
and attendance, he appear’d with magnificence 
upon publick occafions. He was very temperate, 
fparing in his diet, and tho* fometimes he would 
drink freely, yet never to excels : He was mode- 
rate in all other pleafures, and after his firft re- • 
formation, free from all vifible immoralities, and 
feem’d to be a great enemy to vice, and a lover 
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of virtue, always taking care to fopprds the For*- 1658. 
mer, «nd entourage the latter. He writ a tote- 
rable good hand, and a ftyk becoming a gentle- 
man, except when he ufed to cant, which, whe- 
ther it was affe&ed or ftncere, I kavfc others R> 
judge. His fpeeches were for the moft part am- 
biguous, efpecially in pubfcck meetings* wherein 
he rather left others to pick oik his meaning, 
chan told them himfelf 1 tho* at other nines he 
fufficiently lhew*d he could command his lfyle ac- 
cording as there was occafion, and would deliver 
himfelf with fuch a force and ftrength of exprefc- 
fion, that *twas commonly laid, Thai every word 
be /poke was a thing. He loved men of wit, and 
was a great admirer of mufick, entertaining the 
moft skilful in that Icience in his pay and family. 

He refpe&ed all perfons that exctll’d in any art, 
and would procure them to be font or brought to 
him. He was very* well read in the Greek and 
Roman ftory ; but *tis very obvious, that in go- 
verning thefe nations, he ftudied men more than 
books, fo that his turn was ferved in all offices. 

No man was ever better lerv*d, nor took more 
pains to be fo : No man more cunningly div*d into 
the manners of men, and into the tempers of thole 
whom he had any thing to dp with, nor fooner 
. difeovert) their talents. And if He came to hear 
of a man fit for his purpofe, tho* ever fo obfcure, 
he font for him, and employ'd him ; fuiting the 
employment to the peribn, and not the perfon to 
the employment j and upon this maxim in his 
government depended', in a great meafore, his 
fuccels. 

Hz had undoubtedly a wonderful knowledge 
of men, and by his great penetration could foon 
dHcover their abilities and - qualifications : An 
. inftance of which we have in Dr. Calamy * s Life 
of Mr." Howe. He tells us, that Mr. Howe 
having occafion to come to London* had a mind 
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1658. to hear a fermon at Wbite-haU y on the laft Stm, 
day he defign’d to ftay in town. The Proteiflor 
.feeing him, knew him to be a country minifter by 
his habit ; and difcerning fomething more than 
ordinary in his looks, font a mefienger to him, 
defiring to fpeak with him after the fervice was 
over. Mr. How waiting upon him accordingly, 
the Protestor defied him to preach before him 
the next Lord's-day ; and told him it was in vain 
to attempt to excufe himfelf, for. that he would 
take no denial. Mr. Howe pleaded, that his peo- 
ple expedled him, and would be uneafy if he Itaid 
any longer from them : But Cromwell undertook 
to write to them himfelf, and to difpatch one to 
fupply his place, which he actually did -, and Mr. 
Howe preach'd before him as he was defir’d. Crom- 
well prefled him to do the lame a fecond and a 
third time ; and after much free converfation in 
.private, nothing would fatisfy him but he mull be 
his houlhold chaplain and he promifed to take 
care that his place Ihould be fupply'd at Torrid- 
ton to the peoples content. Mr. Howe was high; 

' ly refpedted by the Protedlor, and had a great io- 
tereft in him ; though he was once like to lole his 
' favour, upon the following occafion (as related by 
the above-mentioned author.) The notion of a 
particular faith in prayer, carry’d even as far as to 
infpiration itfelf, prevailed much in Cromwell’? 
court } and great pains were taken to cultivate and 
.fupport it. Mr. Howe having heard a fermon 
from a noted perfon, in defence of this notion, 
refojv’d the next time his turn came to preach be- 
fore the Protestor, to oppofe fuch fpiritual pri^e 
• and confidence. Cromwell heard him with great 
attention i but would fometimes knit his brows, 
and difeover great uneafiqefs: . After the fermon, 
a perfon of diftindlton came to him, and ask'd if 
he knew what he had done *, and fignified his ap- 
prehenfion, that the Protestor would be fo offended 

at 


Digitized by 


Google 



Oliver Cromwell. 


atthat difcourfe, that he would find it a hard mat- 
ter ever to make his peace with him, or lecure his 
favour for the future : And Mr. Howe himfelf af- 
terwards obferv’d, that Cromwell was cooler in his 
carriage to him than before } tho’ he' never men- 
tion’d the fermon to him. 

T o return to his character : He had a rare fa- 
culty of examining and winding about the minds 
of all, even his enemies, which he could belet with 
innumerable fnares and artifices. He often made 
feafls for the inferior officers of the army, and as 
they were eating, he would order the drums to beat, 
and call in his foot-guards, to fall on and fnatch off* 
the meat from the table before they had half done * 
after which, to make farther diverfion, he would 
proceed to throwing of cufhions, putting burning 
coals into their boots and pockets, and a hundred 
fuch pranks. And when the officers had fufficient- 
ly tir’d themfelves with laughing and fporting in 
that manner, he would wheedle them to open their 
hearts, and fo draw from them fome fecrets of the 
greateft moment ; while himfelf, founding the opi- 
nions of others, artfully conceal’d his own. He 
had an abfolute command over all his paifions and 
afie&ions, fo that he could fuit his carriage to aU 
companies and occafions. He would fometimes be 
very merry and jocund with fome of the nobility, 
and would then' take occafion to tell them what 
company they had lately kept, and when and 
where they had drank the King and royal family’s 
health ; advifing them, when they did it again, 
to do it more privately ; and this without the leaft 
fign of pafiion, but in a way of mirth and drollery. 
Having entertain'd fome jealoufy of general Monk 
in Scotland , he, a little before his death, wrote a 
letter to him with his own hand. The body of 
the letter contain’d only fome general matters re- 
lating to the government *, but after his ufual drol- 
ling manner, he fubjoin’d this by way of poftfcript, 
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which was indeed the main occafion of die letter t 
¥bcre be that tell me, that there is a certain Cuming 
fellow in Scotland called George Monk, who is fdd 
to lie in wait there to introduce Charles Stuart ; I 
fray ufe your diligence to apprehend him , and fend 
him up to me. 

All allow he was an extraordinary genius, and 1 
matter of the moft refin’d policy ; that he had a 
great fpirit^ a wonderful circumfpe&ion and faga- 
city, and a moft magnanimous refolution. His 
courage and conduct in the field were undoubtedly 
admirable *, he had a greatnefs of foul, which the 
greateft dangers and difficulties rather animated 
than diicourag’d ; and his difcipline and govan- 
ment of the army was in all refpe&s fuch as might 
become the moft renown’d and accomplifh’d Ge- 
neral. “ He muft, fays the lord Clarendon , have 
“ had a wonderful underftanding in the nanats i 
“ and humours of men, and as great a dexterity 
** in applying them, who, from a private and ob- 
“ fcure birth (tho’ of a good family) without inte- 
** reft or eftate, alliance or friendfhip, could raife 
“ himfelf to fuch a height, and compound and 
“ knead fuch oppofite and contradi&ory tempers, 

“ humours, and mterefts, into a confiftence that 
“ contributed to his defigns, and to their own de- 
“ ftruftion, whilft himfelf grew infallibly power- 
** ful enough to cut off thofe by whom he had 
“ climb’d, in die inftant that they projected to 
** demolifh their own building.” 

Ambitious he certainly was to a very high 
degree, and yet at the fame time feem’d to have a 
paffionate regard to the publick good : And if this 
was really the cafe, the former ftems to have fo 
far blinded him, as to make him think many dungs 
were for the publick good which really were not 
fo: But how for the neoeffity of affairs, and the 
confufion and unfetded ftate the nation was then 
in i how far this extraordinary cafe, I fey, might 
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juflify fuch proceedings in Tome inftances, in order 
to prevent greater confufions and dill raft ions ; or 
whether this was really Cromwell's defign in thole 
proceedings, I leave the reader to judge. But what- 
ever cenfure we are to pals upon his aftions of this 
kind, it is allow’d by all, even by his enemies, that 
he perform’d many great and laudable things to the 
honour and advantage of the nation. One of them 
* reckons them up thus : “ i. By Blake he more * Coke .. 
44 humbled and fubdu’d the Algerine, Tripoli and 
44 Tunis pirates, than ever any before or fince did. 

44 2. fVeJlminJler-hall was never replenilh'd with 
44 more learned and upright judges than by him ; 

44 nor wasjuftice, either in law or equity, in civil 
“ cafes, more equally diftributed, where he was 
4t not a party. 3. When the Norway traders re- 
44 prefented to him the mifchief and'inconvenien- 
44 ces of the aft of navigation, he, during his time, , 

44 difpenfed with it, and permitted the Englift to 
44 trade to Norway for timber, malls, pitch, tar, 

44 and iron, as before the aft : And by a law made 
44 in his third parliament, licenfe is given to tranf- 
44 port filh in foreign bottoms. 4. Tho’ he play’d 
44 the fool in making war with Spain, and peace 
44 with France, yet he made a more advantageous 
44 treaty of commerce for the Englift to France , 

44 than before they had. 5. Tho’ he join’d forces 
44 with the French againft the Spaniards , yet he 
44 referv’d the fea-towns conquer’d from the Spa- 
44 niard , to himfelf, and fo had Dunkirk and Mar- 
44 dyke deliver’d up to him ; and would have had 
44 OJlend , if the garifon had not cheated both Ma- 
44 zarine dnd him ; thereby to be arbitrator over 
44 the French , as well as Spaniards , when he plea- 
44 fed. 6. Cromwell outvy’d the bell of our Kings, 

44 in rendring our laws to the fubjeft in the Eng- 
44 lijh tongue : For tho’ Edward I. permitted 
44 pleading in the Englift tongue, yet he went no 
• 44 farther » whereas Cromwell render’d not only 
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“ the pleadings, but praflioe, and laws themfelves 
“ into Englijh.” In fhort, he apply’d himfclf fo 
j'nduftrioufly to the bufinefs of the commonwealth, 
and difcoverM fuch abilities for managing it, that 
his greateft enemies acknowledg’d he was not. un- 
worthy of the government, if his way to it had 
been juft and innocent. And he (hew*d his good 
xmderftanding iq nothing more, than in feekiag 
out capable and worthy then for all employments, 
but more particularly for the courts of law, which 
gave a general fatisfaCtion. 

T h o* he was brave in his perfon, yet he was 
wary in his conduCt •, for from the time he was firft 
declar’d Protettor, he always wore a coat of mail 
under his clothes, He was very cautious and re- 
fer v’d whenever there was occaflon, and in mat- 
ters of greateft moment trqfted none but his fecre- 
tary Tburloe , and oftentimes not him ; an inftancc 
of which the fecretary us’d to tell of himfclf: “That 
“ he was once commanded by Cromwell to go at 
“ a certain hour to Gray' s-Inn, and at fuch a place 
“ deliver a bill of 20,000 /. payable to the bearer 
“ at Genoa, to a man he ihould find walking in 
“ fuch a habit and pofture as he defcrib’d him, 

' “ without fpeaking a word.” Tburloe did as he 
was order’d, and never knew to his dying-day 
either the perfon or the occafion. At another time 
the Protestor came late at night to Tburlofs office, 
to give him directions about fomething of great 
importance and fecrefy ; which having dohe, he 
obferv’d that Mr. Moreland, one of the clerks, was 
in the room, fceming to be afteep upon his defle ; 
but.fufpeCting that he might not really be fo, and 
that he might have overrheard their difcourfc, he 
prefcntly drew a poniard, which he always carried 
under his coat, and would have difpatch’d him 
upon the fpot , if Tburloe had not eameftly in- 
treated him to defift, and afiiirM him, that More- 
land having fat up two nights together, was now 
eertainly faft afteep, W 0 
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No Prince feetn’d to be matter of lo much, and 
lo particular intelligence as Cromwell > of which I 
have given fome remarkable inftances in- the fore- 
going hiftory, and (hall here add one more, as 
wonderful as any of the reft : A gentleman who 
had lervM the late King, defir’d leave of the Pro- 
testor to tfavel, and obtain’d it, on condition he 
l hould not fee Charles Stuart. Accordingly arriving 
at Cologn, he fent to defire of the King tlwt he might 
wait on him by night, which was agreed to. And 
when he had fully difcours’d of the bufinefs he came 
about, he took leave, having receiv’d a letter which 
he few*d within the crown of his hat. Upon his 
return to England, he came with confidence to the 
Protestor •, and being ask’d by him. If be' bad 
punflually perform'd bis promife ? he anfwer’d, that 
be bad : But, laid his Highnels, Who was it that 
put out the candles when you fpoke to Charles Stuart? 
The gentleman was ftartled at this unexpetted 
queftion ; and the Protestor farther demanding. 
What be faid to him, he anfwer’d. Nothing at all. 
Did be not fend a letter by you then ? faid Cromwell ; 
and the gentlemen denying that alfo, Cromwell 
took his hat, and having found the letter, fent 
him immediately to the Tower. 

His maintaining the honour of the nation in all 
foreign parts, gratify *d the temper which is very 
natural to Englifbmen. Of this he was lb careful, 
that tho’ he was not a crown’d head, yet his am- 
bafladors had all the refpeSts and honours paid 
them, which our Kings ambafladors ever had. He 
would lay. That the dignity of the crown was upon 
the account of the nation, of which the King was only 
the reprefentative head i and therefore the nation be- 
ing f ill the fame, be would have the fame refpeSl paid 
to bis minijlers. And 'tis very obfervable, that 
Lockhart , Cromwell's ambaflador in France, and 
governour of Dunkirk, told Bilhop Burnet, That 
when he was fent afterwards ambaffador by King 
C c 3 Charles, 
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Charles, be found be. bad nothing of that regard that 
was paid him in Cromwell’s time. 

The regard he had to the commerce of the na- 
tion, his care to proted it from foreign infults, and 
fpeedy method of obtaining fatisfadion and repa- 
ration for injured merchants, appears by the fol- 
lowing remarkable inftance : An Englijh merchant- 
Ihip was taljen in the chops of the channel, 'carried 
into St. Maloes, and there confifcated upon iome 
groundlefs pretence. As foon as the matter of the- 
(hip got home, he prefented a petition to the’Pro- 
tedor in council, fetting forth his cafe, and- pray- 
ing for redrefs. Upon hearing the petition, the 
Protedor told his council, he would take that affair 
upon himfelf, and order’d the mail to attend him 
next morning. He examin’d him ftridly as to all 
the circumttances of his cafe, and finding, by his 
anfwers, that he was a plain honett man, and that 
he had been concern’d' in no unlawful trade, he 
ask’d him, if he could go to Paris with a letter ? 
The man anfwer’d he could. Well then, lays the 
Protedor, prepare for your journey, and come to 
me to-morrow morning. He accordingly went, and 
Cromwell gave him a letter to Cardinal Mazarine , 
and told him he mutt flay but three days for an 
anfwer. The anfwer I mean, fays he, is, the full 
value of what you might have made of your Ihip 
and cargo ; and tell the Cardinal, that if it is not 
paid you in three days, you have exprefs orders 
from me to return home. The man did as he was 
direded, and .upon the Cardinal’s lhuffling with 
him, return’d as he was order’d. As foon as the 
Protedor faw him, he ask’d him if he had got his 
money ? And upon his anfwering, he had not, the 
Protedor faid to him, then leave your diredion 
with my fecretary, and you lhall foon hear from 
me. Tho* there was a French miniftef refiding 
here, CtomWell did not lb much as acquaint him 
with the affair, but immediately font a man -of war, 
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or two to the channel, with orders to feize every 
French fhip. they could meet with. Accordingly 
they return’d in a few days with two or three French 
prizes, which the Protestor order’d to be immedi- 
ately fold, and out of the produce, he paid the mer- 
chant what he demanded for his fhip and cargo. - 
Then hfe fent for the French minifter, gave him in 
account, of what had happen’d, and told him there 
was a balance, which, if he pleas’d, fhouldbepaid 
in to him, to the end that he might deliver it to 
thofe of his countrymen, who were the owners of 
. the French (hips that had been fo taken and fold. 

Few Princes ever bore their character higher up- 
on all occafions than our Protestor, efpecially in his 
treaties with crown'd heads. And ’tis a thing with- 
out example that's related by one of the beft in- 
form’d hiftorians of the age, namely, Fuffendorf, 
in his Life of the Eledtor of Brandenburg , That in 
Cromwell's league with France againft Spain, he 
would not allow the French King to call himfelf 
King of France , but King of the French * whereas 
he took to himfelf not only the title of Protestor 
of England, but likewife of France : And which is 
yet more furprizing, in the inftrflment of the trea- 
ty, the Prote&or’s name was put before the French 
King’s. France indeed was then under a minori- 
ty, and was not arriv'd to that power and greatnefe, 
which it afterwards attain’d to ; towards which our 
Protestor contributed not a little, by that alliance 
with France againft Spain, which is generally rec- 
kon’d the falfeft ftep he ever made, with refpeft to 
the repofe of Europe, and for which he has been high- 
ly reflected on. But 1 fhall here fet down, in his be- 
half, what Sir WiUiam^eiwple writes concerning hinl 
on this octafion, in the third part of his Memoirs. 

“ Cardinal Mazarine , fays that author, hav- 
“ ing furmounted his own dangers, and the diffi- 

cnltics incident to a minority, purfuM the plan 
“ left him by his predeceffor (viz. Cardinal Rtch- 
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“ lieu ;) and by his meafures taken with Cron* 
“ t veil, and the affiftance of an immortal body of 
“ 6000 brave Englifh, which. By agreement, were 
“ to be continually recruited, he made fuch a pro- 
“ grefs in Flanders , that Cromwell foon perceiv’d 
“ the balance turn’d, and was grown too heavy on 
“ the French fide : Whereupon he difpatch’d a 
“ gentleman privately to Madrid , to propole there 
“ a change of his treaty with France , into one 
“ with Spain ; by which he would draw his forces 
“ over into their fervice, and make them 10000, 
“ to be continually recruited, upon condition their 
“ firft aftion ihould be to beficge Calais , and 
“ when taken, to put it into his hands. The per* 
“ fon lent upon this errand, was paft the Pyrenees., 
44 when he was overtaken by the news of Cram - 
“ wcWt death : Whereupon Mazarine having not 
“ only loft his ftrongeft fupport in Flanders, but 
“ obferv’d how his defign would never be ferv*d 
“ by any meafures he could take with England, 
“ however it Ihould be govern’d, refolv’d upon a 
“ peace with Spain, and made it at the Pyrenees? 

C R QMWE L L’s influence was fo great ia 
France , that the Cardinal durft not deny him any 
thing ; which he took very hard, and complain’d 
of to thole he could be free with. He one day 
made a vifit to Madam Turenne, and when he took 
his leave of her, lhe, as Ihe was wont to do, be* 
fought him to continue gracious to the churches. 
Upon which Mazarine told her, “ That he knew 
“ not how to behave himfelf. If he advis’d the 
“ King to punilh and fupprefs their infolence, 
“ Cromwell threaten’d him to join with the Spa- 
“ niard ; and if he Ihew’d any favour to them, at 
“ Rome they accounted him an Heretick *Twas 
Jaid, that the Cardinal wquld change countenance, 
when he heard Cromwell nam’d *, fo that it pafs’d 
into a proverb in France, That b! was not fo muth 
afraid of the devil as of Oliver Cromwell. 

SPAIN 
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SPA JN dreaded him, and courted his friend- 
ship, as much a» France , tho* the latter prevail'd. 
When the Spanijh ambaflador was inform’d, -that 
the fleet under Penn and Venables was gone towards 
the fVeJt- Indies, and that the ftorm was. likely to 
fall upon fome of his mailer’s territories, he appli- 
ed himlelf to the Proteflor, to know whether he 
had any juft ground of complaint againft the King 
his .mailer *, if fo, if he was ready to give him 
all pollible latisfa&ion. The Prote&or demanded 
a liberty to trade to the Spanijh Wejl- Indies, and the 
repeal of the laws of the Inquifition : To which 
the ambaflador reply’d, That bis majler bad but two 
eyes, and that be would have him to put them both 
out at once. 

The States of Holland fo dreaded him, that they 
were very careful to give him no manner of um- 
brage : And when at any time the King or his 
brothers came to fee their filler, the Princeis of 
Orange , within a day or . two they us’d to fend a 
deputation to acquaint them, that Cromwell had 
oblig'd them to give them no harbour. When 
King Charles was feeking for a pretext for a war 
with the Dutch , in 1672, he made" this one. 
That they fuSered lome of his rebellious fubjcdls 
to live in their country. Borel their ambaflkdor 
anfwer’d. That it was a maxim of long Handing 
among them, not to enquire upon what account 
ftrangers came to live in their dominions, but to 
entertain them all, unlefs they had been guilty of 
confpiring againft the perfons of Princes. The 
King thereupon telling him, how they had us’d 
him and his brothers, the ambaflador with much 
fimplicity anfwer’d, Alas , Sir, that was another 
thing: Cromwell was a great man, and made bim- 
felf be feaPd both by land and fea. To which the 
.King reply'd. I'll make myfelf be fear'd too in my 
turn. But, as is obferv’d, he was fcarce as good 
as his word. 

. Even 
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Even the Turks flood io awe of Cromwell, and 
durft not offend him. And all 'Italy trembled at 
his name, and feem’d under a pannick fear as Jong 
as he liv'd. When admiral Blake fail'd fcito die 
Mediterranean , the city of Rome, and all die Pope'S 
territories were greatly alarm'd *, and the terror of 
the people was fuch, that publick proceffions were 
made, and the Hoft was expofed forty hours, to 
avert the wrath of heaven, Mid prevent Blakfs 
attacking the dominions of the church. And in- 
deed we are told, that Cromwell ufed to fay. That 
bis flips in the Mediterranean flould viftt Crvka 
Vecchia, and the found of bis cannon flould be beared 
in Rome. But in the midft of this power and 
grandeur, death put an end to all his high proje&s 
and daring defigns. 

His mag- I lhall now finifh this work with a particular ac- 
nificent count of the magnificent funeral of this great mao. 
m T|he corps, at leaft in appearance, was on the 26th 
of September at night, privately remov’d from 
IVbiteball in a mourning hearfe, attended by his 
domeftick fervants, to So merfet-boufe. A few days 
after, his effigy was, with great ftate and magni- 
ficence, expos'd openly, multitudes daily flocking 
tp fee the fight, which appear’d in this order. 
The firft room was wholly hung with black ; at 
the upper end of which, was plac’d a cloth and 
chair of ftate. In like manner were the fecond 
and third rooms, all having fcutcheons very thick 
upon the walls, and guards of partizans for people 
to .pafs thro*. The fourth room was compleady 
hung with black velvet, the ceiling being alfb co- 
ver’d with the fame. Here lay the effigy under 
a noble canopy of black velvet, appardl’d in the 
moft magnificent robes, lac’d with gold, and furr’d 
with ermines, with a fcepter in one hand, and a 
globe in the other, and a fword hanging by its 
fide, and a rich cap on the head, fuitable to die 
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frobes. Behind the head was placed a chair and 
cufhion of tiffu’d gold, in which lay ah imperial 
crown, befet with diamonds , and other precious 
Hones. The bed of ftate on which the effigy lay, 
was cover’d with a large pall of black velvet, /un- 
der which was a Holland Iheet, bom up by fix 
ftools cover’d with cloth of gold. The bed was 
inclos’d with rails and balafters, and, betides fo- 
Jemn mourners, fiirrounded with banners, banrols, 
and all kinds of trophies of military honours. 

Within the rails Hood eight filver candlefticks 
about five foot high, with white wax-tapers Hand- 
ing in them, of three foot long. At each comer 
of the rails was erefted an upright pillar, which 
bore on their tops lions and dragons, holding in 
their paws ftreamers crowned. The effigy having 
for fome weeks continued in this pofture, on the 
firft of November was remov’d into the great hall, 
where with new ornaments and ceremony it was 
plac’d, Handing upon an alcent under a cloth of 
ftate, with the imperial crown upon the head. * 

Four or five hundred candles let in flat (hining 
candlefticks, were fo . plac’d round near the roof 
of the hall, that the light they gave feem’d like 
the rays of the fun } by all which his late High- 
nels was reprefented as now in a ftate of glory. 

Having remain’d thus till the 23d of Novcm- Hkpom- 
ber, the waxen effigy of the Proteftor, with the 
crown on his head, fword by his fide, globe and 
fcepter in his hands, was placed in a ftately open 
chariot, cover’d all over with black velvet, and 
drawn by fix horfes cover’d with the fame, both 
chariot and horfes being adorn’d with plumes and 
other ornaments.. The ftreets from Somerfet-Houfe 
to IVeJlminfter- Alby> were guarded on both fides 
.of the way' by foldiers in new red coats and black 
buttons, with their enfigns wrapp’d in cyprefe. 

The proceffion was in the following manper : .Firft 
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of all went a marfhal attended by his deputy, ancf 
thirteen more on horfe-back, to dear the way i 
After thefe follow’d the poor men of TVeJtminfter 
by two and two, in mourning gowns and hoods ; 
and next to them, the fervants of thofe perfons of 
quality that attended the funeral. Then came the 
Protestor’s late domeftick fervants, with his barge-* 
jnen and watermen, follow’d by the Iervants of 
the Lord- mayor and Sheriffs of London ; after 
whom follow’d the gentlemen attendants on fo- 
reign ambafladors and pUblick minifters. After 
thefe march’d the poor knights Of tVindfor in 
gowns and hoods*, then the clerks, fecretaries, 
and officers of the army, admiralty, treafury, 
navy, and exchequer *, next, the commiflioners of 
the excife, of the army, and Committee of the 
navy. Then march’d the commiflioners for ap- 
probation of preachers, and behind them, all . the 
officers, meffengers, and clerks belonging to the 
privy-council, and both houfes of parliament. 
Next in order follow’d his late Highnefs’s phy- 
ficians, the head .officers of the army, the 
officers and aldermen of London t the matters 
of Chancery , and the Protestor’s council at law s 
the judges of admiralty, judges in Wales y and ma- 
tter of requefts; the barons of the exchequer, 
judges of both benches, and the Lord-mayor of 
London *, the perfons ally’d in blood to the Pro- 
testor, and the members of the late Other Houfe ; 
the publick minifters of foreign princes, the Dutch 
ambafiador alone, having his train held up by four 
gentlemen ; then the Portugal ambafiador, and the 
French ambafiador in like manner ; the lords 
commiflioners of the great leal, the commiflioners 
of the treafury, and his Highnefs’s privy-council. 
Thefe all mov’d in a folemn and pompous pro- 
ceflion, each diviflon or company being diftin- 
guilh’d by drums, trumpets, banners, and led 
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Jiorfes. Then came .the chariot with the effigy, 
on each fide of which were fix banrols born by • 
feveral petfons ; and likewife feveral pieces of the 
Prote&or’s armour, carry’d by eight officers of 
the army, attended by the heralds. Next went 
garter, principal king at arms, attended by a gen- 
tleman on each hand bare-headed ; and then came 
the chief mourner : After which follow’d the horfe 
of honour, in very rich trappings embroider’d on 
crimfon velvet, and adorn’d with white, red, 
and yellow plumes, being led by the mailer of the 
horfe. The rear of this noble (hew was brought 
up By the protestor’s guard of halberdiers, the 
warders of the 'Tower , and troop of horfe. The 
effigy being brought in this manner to the weft , 
end of the Abby church, was taken from the cha- 
riot by ten gentlemen, and carried through the 
church under a canopy of ftate up to the eaft end, 
where it was plac’d in a moft magnificent ftrufture 
built for that purpofe, to remain for a certain time 
expos’d to publick view. 

After all, as the Author of the Compleat The place 
Hijtory of England obferves in his notes, it remains “ n ^~. 
a queftion, where his body was really buried : It tt in. 
was, fays he, in appearance, in Wejlminjler-Abby, 
fome report it was carried below bridge, and 
thrown' into the Thames ; but *tis moft probable 
that ’twas buried in Nafeby Field. This account, 
continues he, is given, as averr’d, and ready to 
be depos’d, if occafion requir’d, by Mr. Barkjlead , 
fon to Barkjlead the regicide, who was about fifteen 
years old at the time of Cromwell's death: “ That 
“ the faid Barkjlead his father, being lieutenant of 
“ the Tower , and a great confident of Cromwell’s, 

** did, among other fuch confidents, in- the time 
of his illnels, defire to know where he would 
“ be bury’d : To which the Protestor anfwer*d, 
tyberf be bad obtain'd the greatejl viftory and 

“ & lor y> 
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** S^rry, an d as Wgb fa* as be gveffd 
“ where the beat of the altion was, viz. in the 
4 * field at Nafehy , Cont Northampton. Which ac- 
** cordingly was thus perform’d : At midnight, 

“ foon 'after his death, the body (being firft em< 

** balm’d and wrapt in a leaden coffin) was in a 
** hearle convey’d to the laid field, Mr. Barkjlead 
** himfelf attending, by order of his father, clofe 
“ to the hearle : Being come to the field, they 
** found, about the midft of it, a grave dug 
** about nine foot deep, with the green fod 
“ carefully laid on one fide, and the mould on 
* ( the other ; in which the coffin being put, the 
“ grave was inftandy fill’d up, and the green fod 
“ laid exa&ly flat upon it, care being taken that 
“ the furplus mould fhould be clean remov'd. 

** Soon after the like care was taken that the # 
“ field fhould be entkely plough’d up, and it 
“ was fown three or four years fuccefiively with 
“ corn.” Several other material circumftances, 
fays the fore-mention’d author, the faid Mr. 
Barkftead (who now frequents Richard's coffee- 
houfc within Temple-Bar) relates, too long to be 
here inferted. 

It is, 1 think, pretty certain, that Oliver’s 
corpfe was not really interr*d in fVeftminfter-Abby ; 
and confequently, that it was not his body that 
was afterwards taken up and bang'd at Tyburn 
for his : But whether this account of its king 
buried in Najeby Held,' or the' other of its being 
funk in the Thames , is mod probable, I cannot 
fay. What is laid for the former, we have feen ; 
and the other was related by a Gentlewoman 
who attended Oliver in his laft ficknefs, as we 
are told by the author of the Riftory of England 
during the Reigns of the Royal Houfe of Stuart. 

She told him, that the day after the Prote&or's 
death, it was confulted how to difpofe of his 
corpfc-,. when it was concluded, that confidcring 

tho 
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the malice of . the cavaliers, it was moft certain 
they would infult the body of their molt dreadful 
enemy, if ever it fhould be in their power ; to 
prevent which, it was refolv’d to wrap it up 
lead, to put it on board a barge, and fink it 
the deepeft part of the Thames : which was un- 
dertaken and perform’d by two of his near re- 
lations, and fome trufty foldiers, the following 
night. 
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A 


POEM 

Upon the D E A T H of 

OLIVER CROMWELL, 

Lord -Protector : 

Alluding to the Storm that happen'd 
about that Time. 


By Mr. W A L L E R. 



j E malt refign ! heav*n his great loot 
| does claim 

( In Storms as loud as his immortal fame s 
I His dying grpans, his lait breath, lhak* 
1 our ifle. 

And trees uncut fall for his fun'ral pile : 

About his palace their brood roots are toft 
Into the air : So Romulus was loft : 

New Rome in fuch a tempeft mus'd her King,’ 

And from obeying, fell to worlhipping. 
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On Qeta's top thus Hercules lay dead, 

With ruin'd oaks and pines about him fpread } 
Thofe his laft fury from the mountain rent: 

Our dying hero, from the continent 
Ravi(h'd wliole towns, and forts from Spaniard} reft. 
As his laft legacy to Britain left, 
t 

The ocean, which fo long our hopes confin’d, 
Cou’d give no limits to his vafter mind : 

Our bounds enlargement was his lateft toil ; 

Nor hath he left us pris’ners to our ifie : 

■Under the tropick is our language fpoke. 

And part of Flanders hath receiv’d our yoke. 

From civil broils he did us difengagp ; 

Found nobler objects for our martial rage : 

And with wife conduct, to his country fhow’d 
The ancient way of conquering abroad. 

Uncrateful then, if we no tears allow 
To him that gave us peace and empire too! 
Princes that fear’d him, grieve, concern’d to ice 
No pitch of glory from the grave is free. 

Nature herfelf took notice of his death, 

And, fighing, fwell’d the fea With fuch a breath. 
That to remoteft Ihores her billows roil’d, 
Th’approaching fate of their great ruler told. 


D d AP- 
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APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

Some Account of the PROTECTOR’S 
Children, and of the State of Affairs till 
the KIN G’s Restoration. 


T HE Proteflor had three fons, Oliver , Ri- 
chard and Henry. Oliver died young. Ri- 
chard married Dorothy eldeft daughterof 
Richard Major, Eiqv of Hurfly'm Haaf- 
flnre \ where he liv’d a private life during the grea- 
teft part of his father’s government-, but towards 
the latter end of it, he was fent for by him to come 
to court, and made one of his privy council, and 
foon after was chofen by the univerfity of Oxford to 
be their chancellor, with which honour he was ve- 
ry falemnly inftall’d at Whitehall. He was laid to 
be nominated by his father for his fuccellbr, tho’ the 
truth of it was very much queftioned ; and ’twas 
thought he never defign’d him for it, having fcarce 
made any ftep towards training him up to it. How- 
ever, upon his father’s death, he was folemnly 
proclaim’d Protestor all over England, in the 
following form of words i 

“ Whereas it hath pleafed the moft wife God, 
** in his providence, to take out of this world tho 
** moft ferene and renowned Oliver , late Lord 
“ Proteflor of this commonwealth : And his High- 
“ nels having in his life-time, according to the 
,l Humble Petition and Advice , declared and ap- 
♦ f pointed the moft noble and illuftrious the Lord 

♦ ‘ Richard, 
«« — 
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“ Richard , eldeft Ton of his faid late Highnefs, tb 
“ fucceed him in the government of thefe nations : 
“We therefore of the privy council* together 
“ with the Lord-mayor, aldermen and citizens of 
“ London , the officers of the army, and numbers 
“ of other principal gentlemen, do now hereby, 

“ with one full voice and confent of tongue and 
“ heart, publifh ?nd declare the faid noble and il- 
“ luftrious Lord Richard to be rightfully Prote- 
“ ftor of this commonwealth of England , Scotland 
“ ip d Ireland , and the dominions and territories 
“ thereunto belonging ; to whom we acknowledge 
“ all fidelity and conftant obedience, according 
“ to law, and the faid Humble Petition and Advice, 

“ with all hearty and humble aflfe&ions, befeech- 
ing the Lord, by whom Princes rule, to blefi 
*' him with long life, and thefe nations with peace 
“ and happinefs under his government.’' 

RIC HARD was congratulated hereupon by 
addreffes from all parts of the three kingdoms, de- 
claring their refolutions to Hand by him with their 
lives and fortunes. But the officers of the army 
being divided among themfelves, and the repub- 
lican party in particular labouring to undetermine 
him, and reftore their beloved commonwealth, 'he 
found himfelf neceffitated to call a Parliament. A 
Parliament was accordingly fummoned, which Ri- 
chard met on the 27th of January , with the fame ' 
Hate that the Englijh Monarchs and his Father had 
done before him. They had not fat long be- 
fore great differences and contentions arofe between 
them and the army ; fo that the officers being in- 
formed that fome votes were pafs’d in oppofition 
to their defigns, immediately fent Fleetwood and 
hejborougb to the Protestor, to advife him forth- 
with to difiblve the parliament. Fleetwood alledg’d, 
tfbat if this were not prefently done , the nation would 
certainly be involved in blood. Dejborough , who 
was of a rougher temper* told him, 'Twas impof- 
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ftble for him to keep both Parliament and Army bis 
friends *, and deftred him to cbufe whieh he would 
prefer : If he dijfolved the Parliament out of band , 
he had the Army at his devotion ; if be refus'd that, 
he believ'd the Army would quickly pull him out of 
Whitehall. On the other hand, many members 
affur’d him, that the Parliament would continue 
firm to him, if he would but adhere to them : 
Some officers of the Army likewife, as Ingoldfby y 
Whalley, Gough, and Howard, offer’d to ftand by 
him againft thole who were called the General 
Council of the Army ; and Howard in particular 
earneftly prefs’d him to exert himfelf by fome vi- 
gorous adlion, fuch as fupported his father’s autho- 
rity to the laft : You are Cromwell ’ j fbn , laid he, 
fhew yourfelf worthy of that name : This buftnefs re- 
quires a bold flroke, fupported by a good hand v do 
not fuffer yourfelf to be daunted, and my head fhall 
anfwer for the confequence. Fleetwood, Lambert, 
Delborough, and Vane, are the contrivers of tbis\ 
1 will rid you of them ; do but ft and by me, and.ft- 
eond my zeal with your name. Richard anfwer’d. 
That be did not love blood ; and being a man of an 
irrefolute temper, was at laft prevail’d on by the 
oppofite party to difiolve the Parliament. 

Ha vi no got rid of the Parliament, the council 
of officers were for laying Richard afide too ; and 
' fo they reftor’d the remnant of the Long- Parlia- 
ment, which Oliver had ejefted , to their feats 
again ; and Richard, after a reign of about feven 
months and twenty days, return’d to his former 
private life. When he was quitting his palace of 
Whitehall, he order’d his fervants to be very care- 
ful of two old tranks which flood in his wardrobe. 
The men wonder’d at this •, and one of his friends 
hearing him enquire very earneftly after them,alk*d 
him what was in them that made him fo much 
concern’d about them ? Why, no lefts, laid Richard, 
than the lives and fortunes of all the good people of 

England \ 
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England ; meaning the numberlels addreiTes that 
were prdented to him. 

The Long Parliament having fat about five 
months, were again put down by the ambitious 
Lambert ; and about three months after were again 
reftor’d, by means of the foldiers revolting from 
their leaders, and declaring for the Parliament, and 
the interpofition of general Monk, who now march'd 
out of Scotland , and finding the fpirit of the peo- 
ple generally run that way, reftor’d the fecluded 
members alfo to their feats again. This made fuch 
an alteration in this affembly, that they loon dif- 
folv’d themfelves, having order’d a new Parliament 
to be fummon’d ; which Parliament meeting on 
April 15, 1660, in about a month’s time brought 
in the K I N G. 

The Lord Clarendon tells the following ftory 
of Richard Cromwell: That foon after the King's 
reftoration, he found himfelf under a ncceflity of 
retiring into France ; and having continu’d fome 
years in obfcurity at Paris , upon the firft rumour 
of a war like to break out between England and 
France , he thought fit to leave that kingdom, and 
remove to Geneva. Taking his journey thither by 
Bourdeaux , and thro* the province of Languedoc , he 
went thro’ Pezenas , a town belonging to the Prince 
of Conti , then Governor of Languedoc , who made 
his refidence there. Staying fome time in this place, 
he happen’d to meet with an old acquaintance of 
his father’s, and his party; who told him, ’That 
the Prince of Conti expected all jlrangers who came 
to that town to wait on him , and that he treated 
all , particularly the Englilh, with great civility ; 
that be need not be known , but that himfelf would 
inform the Prince that another Englilh gentleman was 
pajftng thro' the town , who would be glad to have the 
honour of kiffing bis band. The Prince, as his man- 
ner was, receiv'd him very civilly ; and began to 
difcourfe with him about the Englijh affairs, alking 
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feveral queftions about the King, and whether all 
quietly lubmitted to his government ; and in the 
end faid, Well., that Oliver, tho ’ be was a traitor 
and a villain , was a brave man, bad great parts 9 
great courage , and was worthy to command j but that 
Richard, that coxcomb and poltron, was furely the 
baf eft fellow alive j what is become of that fool ? How 
was it poffible he could be fucb a fot? He anfwer’d, 
'That he was betrafd by tbofe be moft trufted, and who 
had been moft obliged by his father ; and lb having 
no great pleafure.of his vifit, loon took his leave, 
and the next morning left the town. And about 
two days after, the Prince came to know that it 
was Richard himfelf, whom he had talk'd to after 
that manner. Richard fome years before the 
. death of King Charles II. return’d to England •, 
■and having lived to a great age, as a remarkable 
example of the fecurity of innocence, and the in- 
ftability of human greatnrfs, be died at Chefhunt 
in Iiertfordfhire, in the year 1712. 

O LIVER's third fon, Henry , married Eliza- 
beth, eldeft daughter of Sir Francis Ruffel of Chip- 
penham in Cambridgfbire, and was by his father 
made Lord Lieutenantof Ireland •, where his deport- 
ment rendered him very popular, and he managed 
the government with lo much diferetion, that in 
a fmall time he brought that diforder’d nation in- 
to the moft hopeful condition of a Eourifhing ftate ; 
But being call’d away by the Long Parliament, up- 
on his brother's fubmiffion, he would not offer to 
refift, but quietly laid down his charge. And thus 
ended the majelty and glory of the Cromwell family, 
which had made, not only its own, but all neigh- 
bouring nations to tremble. 

The Protestor had four daughters, Bridget , E- 
lizabetb, Mary , and Frances. Bridget was married 
firft to Henry Ircton , whom Cromwell left his de- 
puty in Ireland, and of whom fo much has been 
laid in the former part of this hiftory , and hc v dy- 
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ing, lhe was afterwards married to lieutenant-ge- 
neral Fleetwood. Elizabeth was married to Mr. 
John Cleypole , and dy’d a little before her father : 
Whitelock lays lhe was a lady of excellent parts* 
dear to her parents, civil to all perfons, and cour- 
teous and friendly to all gentlemen of her acquain- 
tance \ and that her death did much grieve her fa- 
ther. Mary , his third daughter was married to 
f Thomas lord vifcount Fauconberg , afterwards created 
Earl by King William : She had the character of a 
wife and worthy woman, and was thought more 
likely to have maintain’d the poft than either of 
her brothers ; whence it is commonly faid, That 
tbofe who wore breeches , deferved Petticoats better ; 
but if tbofe in Petticoats (meaning her) had been in 
breeches., they would have held fafer. Frances , the 
youngeft daughter, was married firft to Mr. Ro- 
bert Rich , grandlon and heir of the Earl of War- 
wick ; and afterwards to Sir John Ruffel of Chip- 
penham in Cambridgjhire : She was alfo a very 
worthy perfon. ’Tis of her that the following (lo- 
ry is told, by the author of the Hiftory of England 
during the reign of the Royal Houfe of Stuart : 
That Mr, Jeremy White , one of Oliver’s do- 
meftick chaplains, a fprightly man, and a top wit 
of his court, made his addreffes to the faid lady 
Frances , who did not much difencourage him. 
But Cromwell being told of it, obliged the perfon 
who told him to be upon the watch ; who hunting 
Jerry White , as he was commonly called, to the 
lady’s chamber, ran immediately to tell the Pro- 
tector of it. Oliver in a rage battening thither, 
found Jerry on his knees killing the lady’s hand, 
or having juft kifs'd it j and alk’d him what was 
the meaning of that pofture before his daughter 
Frank ? White, with much prefence of mind, faid. 
May it pleafe your Higbnefs, I have a long time 
courted that young gentlewoman there, my lady’s wo- 
man, and cannot prevail ; I was therefore humbly 
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praying her ladyfbip to intercede fir me. The Pro£ 
teftor turning to the young woman, laid, What's 
the meaning of tbis y huffy? Why do you refife the 
honour Mr. White would do you ? He is my friend y 
and I expeft you fhould treat him as fucb. My lady’s 
woman deliring nothing more, anfwer’d, If Mr. • 
White intends me that honour , I JhaU not be againfi 
Km. Safjt thou fo, reply*d Cromwell , call Good- 
win i this bufinefs f hall be done prefently , before I go 
out of the room. Jerry being gone too far to go 
back, they were married, and the Protestor gave 
the young woman 500 /. for her portion j which, 
with what Ihe had fav’d before, made Mr. White 
eafy in his circumftances, but in one thing, which 
was, that he never loved his wife, nor Ihe him, tho* 
they lived together near fifty years afterwards. The 
abovemention’d author lays he knew them both, 
and heard this ftory told when Mrs. White was by, 
who did not contradict it, but acknowledg’d there 
was fomething in it. 


FINIS. 
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